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tHE HISTORY 

OF THE 

HELVETIC CONFEDERACr. 

BOOK II. 

XffTABLISHMENT OF THE CONFEDERACT. 

CHAP. VII. 

Sequel of the Reformation.' 

"It -would probably have been deemed a fash chap. 
prea^e liad any one, at the period we have v^-v^ 
now reached, foretold that, notwithstanding the 
bloody wars and bitter animosities which had 
prevailed during the progiess of the Reforma- 
tion, and which ultimately subsided into a 
schism that has to our days been kept up with 
no anlall degree of obstinacy and rancour, the 
Confederacy should nevertheless have preserved 
all its vigour, and should even have maintained 
a permanent harmony among the janing ele- 
ments of which it became from this time com- 
posed. Yet. though the religious zeal which 
' now fired the passions of men of different pcr- 
TOL. III. B suasions, 
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CHAP. EUftsions,- incessantly urged them to discord and 
)..^-v-^ violence, and indeed established interests which 
seemed incompatible with public tranquillity, 
such were the means supplied by the union for 
composing those dissensions, that for upwards 
of two sucoeedu^ -centuFies, except a few par- 
tial contests mostly occasioned by pious emu- 
latioD, the historian has little to commemorate 
concerning the public transactions of this 
people ; unlets he were to enter into a detail of 
the various alliances of their diSerent states 
with foreign powers, and the many eminent 
lervices rendered by their troops to the sove^- 
reigns in whose armies they occasionally en- 
gaged. 

As it is not intended to swell those volumes 
by a circumstantial account of those services, 
and those alliances, of the principal part of 
which copious histories are already in the hands 
of the public,' the sequel of this narrative will 
admit of a brevity, which it is hoped will not 
disappoint the English r^eader, who can no 
longer be equally interested in the petty wan 
oi distant tribes, in which, although mudi 
energy has been at times displayed, yet Hm 

' Barcm de Zuriauben, Hist. Milit, des Suisses au Seiviw 
de !a Prance. Twelve vols. 12mo. F. Girard Histoir^ 
abrgg^e des Oificiers Suissea qui se sont distiogu^ am. Ser- 
vices Strangers. Tliree vols. 8(-o. M. May de Bomain* 
rooutier, Hist. Miliiaire de la Suisse. Eight vols. 8vo, 

motives 
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THE HEIVETIC CONFEDERACY. S 

motives were seldom so pure as those which chap. 
have stamped the character of heroism upon 
their earlier struggles for indepeudence. 

Four of the cantons, and among these the 
Iwo principal of them, had adopted the Refor- 
jnation ;* seven remained firmly addicted to the 
iaith of their ancestors ;^ and two admitted 
both religions into their country as welt as their 
senates.' Of the three-and-twenty subject dis- 
tricts, only Morat and Granson became wholly 
protestant ; sixteen retained their former creed, 
. and five became mixed. Among the allies. 
Geneva, Neuchattel, Bienne, Mulhausen, and 
the town of St. GaJlen, renounced the doc- 
trines of Rome ; while the diminutive republic 
of Gersau, and the abbey of Engelberg, per- 
sisted in their former worship. In the Grison 
leagues, after great disturbances, and many 
-fluctuations, both creeds were at length ad- 
mitted by public authority. The Reformation 
-had at one time made considerable progress m 
the Valais, the Valteline, and the Italian baili- 
.wicks : but popery at last prevailed ; and at 
Locarno, those who refused to adhere to the 

* ZuTic, Beme, Basle, and ShafThausen, 

' Lucem, Schwitz, Uri, UnderwaldeD, Zug, Friburg, and 

&3leure. The five firat, being ancient cantons, geoerall/ 

took the lead in what concerned religious matters. 
' Appenzel and Glaris. 

B 2 established 
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CHAP, established doctrines -w^re compelled to quit 
s-'^V'-' the country, on which occasion no less than 
' sixty families, amonc; whom were several of 
considerable note, withdrew to Zuric, and con- 
tributed essentially to promote both the com- 
merce and manufactures of that already pros- 
perous city. This religious separation was by 
no means, in all cases, topographical; the in- 
habitants ofdiBerent persuasions in many places 
living promiscuously together, and many large 
families having divided into branches, whose 
contradictory belief and stern fanaticism have 
frequently proved the source of destructive 
feuds and great calamities. 

1. TTie Boromean, or Holy League. 
Cardinal Charles Boromeo Archbishop of 
Milan,' a prelate who, with the virtues of a 
saint, combined the courage of ahero, prompt- 
ed by a zeal which superseded every oth«r 
consideration, rejected no expedient that ap- 
peared to him conducive towards reclaiming 
the Confederates to the pale of his church. 
The five old catholic cantons had already en- 
tered into an aUiance with the Valais, not only 
for the protection, but also for the propagation 
of their religion ; and at the instigaiion of th» 

^ Canonized m the year ISIO. 

cardioal. 
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THE HE;.VETIG confederacy. i> 

caxdinalj tliey formed a compact for the samp chap, 
purpose with the Bishop of Basle. Besides ■-^-v^ 
establishing a seminarj at Milan for the educa- 
tion of the Helvetic youths of his persuasion, 
be shewed a particular solicitude that a pope's 
nuncio should constantly reside amon^ the 
Confederates ; and by industriouely proiooting 
a league among all the catholic Confederates, 
ja which he also endeavoured to engage the 
Duke of Savoy and other neighbouring prim 
ces, he sanctioned the fanatical abhorrence the 
divided people were already prone to entertain 
against each other : and this, notwithstanding 
the conciliatory spirit of the Confederacy, was 
eventually productive of great misery among 
manv'of the most intolerant comniunities. 

John Francis Bonom, Bishop of Vercelli, ^^ ?"?*'» 
bad by this tiqie arrived in Swtsserland in the ^'"«- 
character of papal nuncio. He had been re- 
ceived with great pomp and solemnity by the 
seven catholic cantons, but was refused admitT 
(ance into the Yalais and the Grison country. 
Tile hasty steps he took in promoting the 
Boromean league, by introducing raonastip 
orders for the purpose of making converts, and 
inforcing the decrees of the council of Trent, 
soon alarmed tlie protestant states, who plainly 
perceived that his main object was to suppress 
t^e IleformatioD : hence when, on the tenth qf 
December, 

n,:jN.«j-vG00glc 



6 THE HISTORY OF 

CHAP. December, he entered the gates of Berne unex- 
i,^~^~^ pectedly with a numerous retinue, chiefly con- 
sisting of ecclesiastics, the whole body of the 
citizens gave evident marks of surprise and dis- 
approbation ; and the m^istrates, without de- 
lay, sent a deputation to represent to him the 
danger to which he exposed himself in thus 
braving an irritated multitude, and to urge the 
necessity of his immediate departure. He ac- 
quiesced, and withdrew before night; not 
however until he had experienced some insults 
from the populace. His c6mplaint5 concern- 
ing this reception and treatment were -so loud 
and vehement, that serious apprehensions were 
entertained of an open rupture between Berne 
and the catholic cantons, had not the five neu- 
tral cantons interfered, and by virtue of the 
powers vested in them hy the confederacy, 
IS61. brought about an amicable accommodation. 
-*'^f"' The nuncio having been defeated in this 
upon Gc quarter, entered with great earnestness into the 
designs of Charles Emanuel Duke of Savoy, 
who, on succeeding to bis dominions, and 
being urged by the Pope, the King of Spain, 
and, above all, the zealous Cardinal Boromeo, 
formed the project of recovering the provinces 
which had been wrested from his predecessors ; 
and particularly aimed to possess himself of the 
^ city of GMova, whose independence the dukes at 

all 
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THE HELTETIC COnrBDERACV. 7 

all tiqjes beheld with an envious and indignant chap. 
eye. Preparatory to a conspiracy, which was v^-v-** 
thought the easiest and most eflfectiial method 
of achieving the intended purpose, des Plans, 
a native of Thonon,_ purchased a house with- 
in and near one of the gates of the city, and 
converted it into a place of public resort. Here 
hf; succeeded for a time in attracting many 
strangers, who promised to co-operate in the 
scheme, and engaged several discontented citi- 
zens in a plot to open the gate at an appointed 
hour to the troops of Savoy, numbers of whicl^ 
had privately advanced towards the suburbs. 
The eighteenth of April h^d been pitched upon 
for the attempt ; but the treacherous design 
was discovered in time, and the original conr 
triver met his doom on a scaffold. The citi- 
zens, seeing the danger to which they were ex- 
posed, willingly received within their walls 
auxiliaries from Berne, Neuchattel, and Bien-* 
ne, and gratefully acknowledged tlic assurances 
given them by the French king, of his coun- 
tenance i|.nd protection against their perfidious 
neighbour. Notwithstanding all the discou- 
ragements, the duke still continued to tamper 
with the disaffected in the city, and to advance 
troops towards its ramparts ; and his general, 
Bernardin Count de Raconis, had actually 
plfinned ajiother attack, in which he expected - 

n,gN..(jNGoogle 
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CHAP, to be seconded by some of the catholic CoH- 
s,rv-v federates. The day of the assault was fixed 
for the sixteenth of July : but one of the con-r 
spirators betrayed the project ; and though 
Raconis drew near at the appointed time, and 
found the gates wide open, yet, having cause to 
suspect that an ambush was prepared, he de~ 
sisted from th^ enterprise, and accepted a 
truce. Foreign sovereigns now interfered, and 
among these even Elizabeth Queen of Eng- 
land; and a convention was estahltshed whiph 
left the city at peace for a period pf aear 
tweoty years. 
Dinendoni When the dtemon of discord has once in- 

(Concerning ^ / , 

the Greg<>. vaded a countrv, every incident, however tri- 

rian Cilen- .; j 

' dar. " fling, may fee converted into a cause of jealousy 
and contention, and foment troubles, the coq- 
sequences of which generally fistonish even 
those who have first excited them. So trivial 
an object as the acceptance of the reformed 
158S. Gregorian calendar, which was proposed about 
this time by the authority of (he council of 
Trent, became a cause of serious controversy, 
and warm opposition. The seven catholic 
cantons admitted it witliout hesitaiion; but 
the six others, considering the innovation as an 
attempt of Rome to encroach upon their inde- 
pendence, peremptorily rejected the offer : and 
Ihis trifling disagreement contributed not a 
W(l§ 
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tittle to widen the breach that had already, in chap, 
j9 great measure, estranged the diSerent cantons i-^-n-^j 
from each other.^ 

The death of Cardinal Boromeo, which hap- ism. 
pened soon after, though it deprived thecbur'ch 
of a zealous advocate, did not however abate the 
animosities which he had long industriously 
fomented. His spirit survived him : and Pope 
BixtuB the Fifth, at the instigation of 'the Spa- 
nish governor of Milan, sent the bishop of Tri- 
carico, with a legatine authority, into the can- 
tons. This prelate convened a catholic diet at 
Lueern, where with the most solemn asseverar 
tions the several deputies swore, in the name of 
themselves and their constituents, to sacrifice 
fiieir lives and property in support of their 
inother- church. Many, warmed by religious 
jKal, enlisted for the holy wars; and upwards' 

' One of the principHl rea*ons assigned by the peasants of 
Claris, both protestants and eatliolics, for not adopting the 
new slyle, will, no doubt, appear sufficiently ludicrous. At 
theupper extremity of the principal valley, oo the frontiers 
of the Grison country, is a natural apperiure In a rock, 
■ called St. Martin's Hole, through which, annually, on the 
ihird of March and the lliird of Septemijer, old style, the suo 
ai noon shines on the church- steeple of tlie village of Elms. 
The peaianta, when the new calendar wii* odered chem, re- 
jected it unanimously and with indignation, obier^ing that, 
sliould they admit it, the smi would no longer dart its ray» 
ni tliat steeple on those periodical d;iys. 

»f 
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CHAP, of ten thousand engaged to assist the King of 
France against the Hugenots. 



3. War of MuHfausen. 
A diRcrence that had arisen at Mulhauseij 
between .two brethren, Jacob and Matthias 
Finninger, and some of their fellow-citizens, 
concerning a copse of no great extent in the 
neighbourhood, proved the original cause of a 
feud which brought on abundance of misery, 
and bloodshed. The two brethren having been 
cast, appealed to the cantons ; and arbitrators 
came immediately from Zuric and Basle, who 
confirmed the sentence previously issued against 
them by theii; legal magistrates. Jacob, greatly 

p58L) incensed at what he deemed an unjust decree, 
appealed to the catholic cantons, raised a fac- 
tion in the city, and used injurious language 
against the senate : he was imprisoned and sent 
into banishment ; and Matthias voluntarily foU 
lowed him in his exile. The catholic cantons 
warmly espoused their cause, sent deputies 
to demand the reinstatement of the two breth- 
ren, and their demand being rejected, they 

isse. renounced their alliance with the city.'' 

'' They never after consented to its renewal, nor to the 
deputies of Mulhausen hav'ing suffrage in the general diets : 
a right of being present at the deliberations is all they could 
ever recover. ^ 

Th^ 
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THE HELVETIC CONFEDEBACY. II 

Tbe faction, which upon this arose at Mul- chap. 
faausen, proved sufficiently powerful to depose \,^~y^ 
the magistracy, and to institute a new senate. 
The leaders took arms out of the arsenal, 
seized on the public granaries and wine cellars, 
and caused seals to be affixed on the treasury. 
A criminal court was hereupon established, at 
which Matthias Finniager presided: upon 
which, most of the principal inhabitants found 
it adviseable to absent themselves from the city ; 
and these fugitives, in their turn, laid their 
complaints before the protestant cantons. Al- 
^ though the party which now prevailed in the 
city had thus gained a decided superiority, and 
was openly countenanced by the catholic can- 
toris; yet those of the protestant persuasion, 
together with Glaris, aware that this infraction 
of an established constitution, was a dangerous 
violation of the fundamental laws of their con- 
federacy, determined at length, after having in 
vain tried every conciliatory expedient, and 
endeavoured to awe the insurgents by repeated 
exhortations and menaces, to have recourse to 
coercive meaas. - 

Nineteen hundred men, from Zuric, Berne, tssj. 

and Shaflfhausen, with twelve cannon, arrived 

on the tenth of June, before the to*n : and 

Lewis Erlach, their commander, aware that 

any 
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CHAP, aiij delay would afford time to the catholic 
v„*-v-w cantons, and to the Archfjiike of Austria, who 
likewise favoured the revoUers, to counteract 
his design, resolved, after a fruitless summons, 
to venture an immediate attack. This was ef- 
fected on the fourteenth ; and one of the gate3 
having been forced open by a petard, about 
one hundred of the Confederates, with Erlach 
at tlicir head, rushed into the town, where they 
were met by the exasperated burghers, headed 
by their new burgomasters. After a severe 
conflict and mucji bloodshed, the latter were 
nearly overpowered, when one of the burghers 
found means to drop the portcullis in the gate. 
The Confederates who had entered the town 
vere thus cut off ffon) ip>medi^te succour, and 
in their turn s^w themselves reduced to the 
greatest extremity. They dispersed in hopes 
of escaping the fury of the citizens by conceal- 
meut ; but many surrendered upon the usual 
condition of the laws of war, that their, lives 
should be spared. This pondifion, though freely 
granted, was ill observed. The prisoners were 
conducted to a remote place behind the con- 
vent of the Unshod Friars, and there inhu- 
manly butchered. The besiegers meanwhile 
Used the utmost efforts to force a way into Jlie 
town, and rescue their gallant brethren ; they 
succeeded at length in breaking down (he port- 
I cuUi^ 



jNGo()»^lt: 



THE HELTETIC CONFECeRACV. 13 

culHs with their battle axes, crowded in great tHAp. 
miiubers through the gate, and spread through- '.•v'«j 
out the city. Erlach, who had been wounded 
in the thigh, being now once more surrounded 
bj his friendsj repeatedly called out, ' peace, 
' peace,' and strove with all his might to stop 
the carnage : but his efforts were vain ; the 
daring citizensstill kept up the conflict. The 
fiunwas set, and the din of arms, the shouts of 
the conquerors, the cries of the wounded and 
expiring, and the shrieks of the women and 
children, added to the gloom of the night, 
spread the utmost horror and desolation 
throughout the tity. The burghers, whom 
their rash audacity had' now wholly deserted, 
brought out their deposed burgomasters Zicg- 
ler and Hartman, presented them in chains to 
the infuriated assailants, and throwing aside 
their weapons, in the name of these venerablfe 
hostages implored for mercy. The women 
were called upon to join their supplications: 
they came forth with their children in their 
cradles, and placed them in rows before them, 
as a barrier against the spreading havock. 
Brave men are ever humane and merciful. 
This sight softened the fury of the conquerors : 
, Erlach proclaimed a cessation of hostilities, and 
was instantly obeyed. The two burgomasters, 
aad the town clerk^ who had been with them 
cast 
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CHAP, cast into prison, were immediately released; 

*-^-v-*-' and all the citizens who had borne arms, many 
of whom WMe draped out of the most secrdi 
recesses^ were put into contraement. 

On the thirtieth of June came the deputies 
from ZuriC] Berne, Claris, Ba^le, and Shaff- 
faausen, and establiBhed a court for the trial of 
the delinquents. All who appeared to have 
been merely auxiliaries, among whom were tvt'o 
hundred Austrians, were immediately released, 
and suffered to depart. The citizens were dis- 
tinguished into two classes : the ringleaders, 
' and those who had been evidently seduced. 

Among the former, heavy charges were brought 
against two desperate adveuturers, Dumui«l 
and Langstein : they were convicted of havii^ 
fomented the sedition, and committed mor^ 
slaughter than the insurgents ; the former was 
sentenced to be beheaded, and the latter, who 
had moreover committed various robberies, to 
be hanged. These were the only delinquents 
who suffered in the city: the rest, having 
given marks of contrition for the errors into 
which they had suffered themselves to be be- 
trayed, chiefly, as they freely declared, by the 
Finningers, were pardoned and most of them 
restored to their former condition : the deposed 
magistrates were reinstated. The women, who 
had taken an active part in the insurrection, 
, were 
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were assembled ia the great minster, severely chap. 
teprimandcd, and rigorously admonished to at- 
tend to their domestic concerns, and not to in- 
terfere in public affairs, of which they could 
have no competent knowledge. After this the 
deputies, having made some r^ulatioos for the 
future security of the town, departed amidst 
the acclamations and blessings of the penitent 
burghers, and their families. The Finaingcrs 
had withdrawn from the city before the siege, 
under pretence of going in quest of further 
aid. Jacob was seized in the month of August 
on the territories of Berne, and,^is a disturber 
of the public peace, publicly beheaded. Thu 
siege, though trivial as to the magnitude of its 
olyect, has acquired considerable celebrity by 
the minute description given of it by one of th« 
protestant ministers,* who, although greatly 
obnoxious to the insurgents, remained notwith- 
standing in the city, where, in the midst of the 
tumult and carnage, he was sought for in hit 
house, but saved from destruction by his wife, 
who told the ruffians 'that he was gone to th« 
Market place to join his fellow citizens. 

3. The Scalade of Geneva. 
The determined purpose of the Princes of 

* David ^winger. His account of this disastrous event 
4) puUiabed u a supplement to Laufler's faittoiy. 

Sa^OJ 
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CHAP. Savoy to gain possession of the most imporfalirf 
' station on their frontiers, had urged them ta 
seize every opportunity which afforded the 
least prospect of enabling them to make them- 
selves masters of 'Geneva ; but their various at- 
tempts, some of which have been briefly noticed 
(and among the rest, the operation of the Bo- 
romean leagrue^ which, with other important 
objects, had this reduction likewise in View) 
had all of them proved hitherto abortive. 
Under the auspices of France, treaties had 
lately been made, which had lulled the citizens 
into perfect security : and Charles Emanuel, 
having been admonished by the pope to exert 
all his might against his heretical neighbours, 
and confiding in the assistance of the Spanish 
and Neapolitan forces which he had been pro- 
mised, now resolved to avail himself of this se- 
curity. Under pretence of observing the mo- 
tions of (he French Marshal de Lavardin, who 
bada command in these parts, he found means, 
without giving umbrage, to station a body of 
about two thousand men near the gates of the 
city; and the necessary implements having 
been procured, the night between the eleventh 
and twelfth of December old style, being the 
-winter solstice, was fixed upon for scaling the 
-rampai'ts, and reducing the town by surprise. 
The scaling ladders had been painted black to 
prevent 
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preventtheir beingperceivedinthedark : thejf chap. 
were so constnicted as to fold iato a small com- ^^^v-w 
pass, and io admit of -being lengthened or 
shortened as occasion mi^it require ; they had 
spikes at the lower ends, and rollers at the top 
covered with cloth, to prevent all noise on 
moviag them. The command of the enterprise 
was given to the Sieur d'Albigny, by whom it 
had been originally planned.-. The duke, con- 
fident of success, came in person overthe moun- 
tains, but under an assumed name : the citizens 
had indeed received some intimation of a plot 
lliat was meditating against them ; but the 
President Rochette had been sent by the duke 
a few days before, to quiet their apprehensions 
by positive assurances of his peaceful and even. 
friendly disposition. 

The troops advanced at the appointed time 
from la Roche, Bonneville, and Bonne. ' Bru- ' 
Baulieu commanded the puty that was.destined 
for the scalade. Father Alexander, a Scottish 
Jesuit, conlessed the men at the foot of the 
ladders, and encouraged them by promises of 
both te&iporal and elemal rewards. At one 
o'clock after midnight they ascended-: two- 
hundred reached the~ top of the rampart unob- 
iierved ; and laid themselves down, or drew up 
close to the houses of the Corraterie, waiting 
foe the- how. of four, when tbe genertd assault 
VOL. III. c was 
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CHAR was to be given. A few walked tlirough: the 
owtrvw streets, and fornid in alt of them the ravst pro- 
found tianquillity. At about two however, a 
aeatry, stationed at tbe tower of the miotj heard 
some ii«iae in ihc ditch, and fired bis mu^et. 
Bcuoai^u upofi.thii, aecii^ hiHwelf discover- 
ed> reaolved to aaticifiat^ the attack. . He sent 
detubnienta tddiffitient parts of the town, and 
haittned wi&the reeiainder of bis force to the 
new gato, which, as bad been preeoncertedj he 
proposed to burst open with a petard. The 
guard at this gate, coasi^ag of thirteen men, 
fired tiieir pieces, aod concealed themselves ; 
' vhile one <tf them climbed to the top of the 
huiUing, let downi the portcullis, and thus pre- 
Tented the fixing of the petard. Tbe citiicBs 
being now alarmed, ran to their anfis> and bar- 
licaded the principal avenues, A cannon was 
fired Vvbicb finnked tbe' ^oh whae the ladders 
stood, and dashed most of thrm to {»eces. Th^ 
assailants without the walls ha^ving mistaken 
the lepoct of the «annon for the exptoHioo of 
tbe petard, ha^cned towards the new gate, «sti- 
jnatiag with certain confidence the iJMh booty 
they were about to gain. B^ug arrived at tfa» 
gatej and fiadit^ it doH shut, they made what 
baste they could towanb the ladders ; hot find- 
ing tbrax unfit fioc use, and a second disdia^' 
of ttie cuiBOD, hudsdwith grape skat, havit^ 
;> kiUed 
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killed some and woanded mtutj others, tliej saw ciIap. 
theiDEelves compelled to a precipitate Ktreat. <m»vw 
Those within the city found themselves now 
harassed on every side : they were fired at from 
tlie windows, and annoyed with stones from 
the tops of tbe houses; and no opportunity 
was afforded them of either offensive or defen-^ 
sive operations: About fifty of tfaem havii^ 
been felled to the ground, the remainder ran 
to the spot where they had fixed their ladders ; 
but finding none that could be of service, msny 
threw themselves ddwn the rampart, and one of 
them falling on father Alexander, who sflll 
kept his station in the ditch, severely wounded 
him. Thirteen of them, who could not jwe- 
vail on themselves to hazard the dangeHfttf 
leapj were made prisoners. Cannon wtrt 
immediately levelled at tlie quarters of the 
enemy in the mburbs at and- near Pleip-Palais, 
and the whole of their horse and foot Were, 
after a few discharges, thrown info the utmost 
confusion. O'Allngny, greatly abashed at tins 
disgraceful issue of his favourite enterprise, or- 
dered ai retreat. The troops, perishing with 
cold, and depressed by fear and disappoint- 
ment, horned towards Bonne, vt'here the dudte 
received frem tbei« own m»nft# fhe'tiding»of 
the failnre of tbe expsditioB. ThedidLe aftcf- 
giving a gentle, though not a delicate lebt^, 
c3 to 
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*'vn^' *** d'Albigny,' iostantly set out, ajtd returned 
' over the mouotaing. 

The thirteen Savoyards who were taken on 
the rampart, were immediately hanged in the ' 
city ; the senate alleging, that, as they had no^ 
come as open enemies, but as thieves and 
assauins, in violation of existing tr^ties which 
bad been confirmed by soletnn oaths, they had 
no Tight U> be conaidered as prisoners of war. 
Their heads, together with those of fifty-four 
of their companions who had been found dead 
in the streets, were ranged on the rampait near 
the place of the scalade ; and the bodies of all 
of them were cast into the -Rhone. The whole 
number of the enemy that perished in this in- 
glorious attemptj amounted to about two bun- 
<lred. Seventeen Genevese were killed; and 
their bodies were interred with great funeral 
solemnity in the church of St. Gervais : thirty 
were wounded^ among whom was the Ex- 
fiyndic Fabri, and the senator Baudiehon. 
.Theodore Beza, who was still living, is said to 
.have heard nothing of the tumult, and to have 
been greatly surprised in the morning, when 
. he wafl told the circumstances, and- shewn the 
- effects of the treacherous attack. He had long 
ceased to preach; but on this occasion he 
' foMmei/ait H wu bdU Cag»dt: were the words he 
mounted 

n„jNj«j-vGoC>'^ic 



THE HELVETIC CONPEnDERACV. 



21 



mounted the pulpit, and caused the hondred chap. 
and twenty-fourth psalm to be sung. This ^^-v«-' 
psaliQ has ever since been chanted at the aunt* 
Tersary, which used to be celebrated with great 
soleramty, until the republic, in nurdays, sur- 
renderci\ its glory and indepeiulence. Suspi- 
cions were entertained against Philip Blondel, 
thejunior syndic, on account of the reinisshes* 
of the giisii'ds during that awfiil night. He 
succeeded' indeed in cleanng hifnsetf of the 
ehal-ge ; but his stibsequent conduct proved 
that' tie was not a man who could be safely 
trusted. The fortifications of Geneva were 
noV repaired and augmented ; and some auxi- 
liaries from Berne were added to the garrison'. 
The Duke of Savoy sent theCountof Tournori 
to Berne, to extenuate the offence ; but all the 
answer this apologist received was, an earnest 
admonition to quit the canton without delay, 
lest he should be insulted by the enraged mul- 
titude. All the neighbouring states, particu- 
larly the cantons, the King of France, and even < 
the Spanish Governor of Milan, used their en- 
deavours to bring about an accommodation. 
The neutral cantons were called upon to frame 
the treaty, which, under the name of 'the mode 
' of living,''" was concluded on theeleventh of '«''• 
July. This treaty restored commerce and free 
" Mode <it vivre. 

intercourse 
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ou^. intercourse Ibetweea Savoy and Geneva, and 
I stipulated, that the duke should raise no forti- 
ficationsj nor station any troops, wUbin 9ixfe«a 
niiles of the city." 

4. War of tJie Viatcline. 
The Grisoii country became next the theatre 
of a war, which ( religious motives being, as 
vsual in these times, involved in the incentives 
that animated, the opponents) was cionducted 
frith the utmost fierceness and barbarity. Jn a 
government purely demctcratical, such as tba 
Rbetian republic was at this time, tfaere will 
ever be either one or a few individuals of more 
than common enej^y, or a few pre-eminent fa- 
miliesj or seta of men, who, haviug acquired 
an ascendency over the part of the people mM 
prone to tumult and innovatbn, establish an 
authority which cladies with the principles, 
and is subversive of the very essence of a free 
govermnent. Such was the state of the Orison 
country at the time when it became an object 
of the interested views of the greatest powers 
of Europe^ who availed themselves of the in- 

^' Spw, In his history of Geneva, t. i. p. 431^-440, hat 
ffna a very drcumstantial account of this memorabie event, 
with tbe detail of which everr Genevese was fiuiiiHarized in 
bis early youth, and of which tliey at all times spoke with 
fervent g^tttdc and emltatioo. 

temal 
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iernal feuds amoo^ the people to forW&r4 dmr char. 
designs, while this unhappy peoi^e became (be \>*v'V 
victim of every unruly ao^ deitructive pBsiioD. 

The state of Europe at this time rendered . 
this country and its dependencies, small and 
unimportant in themselves, an object of serious 
consequence among its mighty neighboura. 
The poweF of Austria had nowai'hved at a de- 
gree of magnitude, which justlyalarmedall the 
states that were within the sphere of its «aoff- 
mous influence. The laireit parts of Eitfope, 
and the best half of America, acknowledged it» 
sovereign sway; and its preponderancy was 
stilt more enhanced by the countenance of the 
Roman pontiff, who now began to perceive tile 
necessity of conciliating the favour, instead of 
t»aving the power, of the more pre-eminent 
among the temporal princes. 

The dutchy of Milan had, by the ces«i<m 6f (1540.) 
Charles the fiflb, devolved to the Spanish liAe 
of his family; and had. under three successive 
Philips, been governed by vicegerents, who felt 
themsdves too powerfully supported. to be at 
all times guided by the dictates of honour aud 
justice. The Venetians iB particular, frdn 
their contiguity and compurative wetdtaeu, had 
frequent cause to complain of encroaohibenti, 
'which they were, singly, unable to tetist : 
hence they sought tiu support of the French 
nouaichj 
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^¥(Af. monarch, who had equal reason to dread the 
' further a^randizement of the Austrian power •; 
and they moreover endeavoured to sti-engthen 
themfelves by alliances with tlie Swiss, from 
whom they hoped to derive both occasional 
reinforccmentB, and a permanent check upon 
the enterprises of the Governor of Milan. On 
this score, a division soon took place between 
the protestant and catholic .cantons, the former 
openly favouring the alliance with Venice, 
. whHe the latter shewed a disposition to coun- 
teract every measure, the drift of which seemed 
detriOiental to the cause of popery. 

In this state of affairs it was imposnble that 
the Grison country should be long suffered to 
remain undisturbed. The Valteline, a province 
subject to this republic, intercepted the com- 
munication between Milan and the Tyrol, the 
dominions of the two branches of the house of 
Austria which approached nearest to each 
other; and the forces, on the other hand, 
which the Venetians proposed to draw from 
the cantons, were wholly shut out from their 
territories, unless they were suffered to march 
through the Rhxtian valleys. Both, parties 
hence resolved to use all means in their power 
tti obtain an ascendancy in this government ; 
and for this purpose, each had recourse to one 
of the factions which had long prevailed in thi^ 
distracted country. 
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Religion had been the ostensible motive, but chap. 
private interest had long since given rise to ^^-v>h« 
these &ctions, which now began to rage with ^"^^^ 
unrelenting severity. Pope Pius the Fifth ^=*»'*^- 
had, by a ponti6cal bull, conferred on Jolui 
Pknta, Baron of Razung, and Conrad his 
'son, dean of the cathedral of Coire, alltlie 
church lands in the Valteline and in Chia- 
venna, ' held by improper Persons.' The (isvs) 
bull evidentiy meant the protestants who had 
obtained possession of these land^, among 
whom were sevfral of the Salis family and Af 
their dependants. These being loth to sur- 
render sucli valuable acquisitions, soon raised 
Ipud clamours : and a diet having been assem- 
bled, it was there declared that the grant was 
derogatory to the privileges of the country ; 
and a heavy line was decreed upon, any person 
who should attempt to enforce its stipulations. 
The contest, to which both parties industri- 
ously assigned a religious motive, now became 
violent and destructive. The baron, finding 
himself overpowered, withdrew into the upper ' ' 
league ; but he was there seized and surrender- 
ed to his adversaries, who, setting aside all 
ertabltshed forms, erected a-crimiQal tribunal, 
and, by torture, endeavoured to extort a con- 
fession of guilt from the baron. In this they 
foiled: yet, contrary even, to the imperfect 
jurisprudence 
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CH^. Jurisprudence of tliooe times^ the eouit passed 
seoteace of death upon him, which, notwith- 
standing the urgent iatercessions both of the 
Swiss caatons and of the Austrian envoy, was 
publiclj executed. Otliers were severelj fined; 
and many, having consulted their safety by 
6ight, were deprived of all their property by 
confiscation. The latter laid their complaints 
b^ore the cantons, and obtained from them a 
deputation, which repaired to Coiie, redressed 
many injuries, and, in order to obviate for the 
future the effects of democratic despotism, 
catiseda positivedeereeto be soleoinly ratified, 
that no one should, without the assent of the 
existing magistrates, presume to assemble the 
communities. Public tranquillity was thus re- 
stored; but the animosities of the faniities« 
which had given rise to the disturbance, wete 
not allayed ; and these have since maintained a 
rivality, which has on too many occasions 
proved disastrous to the peaceful inhabitants. 

About the beginning of the next century, 
the Count de Fuentes, at that time the Spanish 
Governor of Milan, instoucted no doubt by the 
subtle ministers under whom he acted, sought 
every means of estranging the Grisons ftotO/ 
. their amicable intercourse with France and 
Venice ; and knowing tha effect of a display of 
vigour upon the populace, built a strong fort 
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oa the coBfiaes of the Valteline, which he c^{^- 
called bjr his Qftiue. A Spanish fnvoy was sent 
to reside at Coire, who, by every speties of 
ipsiQHfttion and cunning, endeavoured to bring 
^NHit aa iatimate:{uid perpetual union between 
the repHblic and^the dutchy of Milan. A 
French rt^ideflt, and a del^ate from Venice, 
ietof4y4al>oiure4iWiith Unremitted assiduity to 
defeat this project; but tli^ latter (his stats 
\img iu>vf ai oipen war with the Archduke 
Ferdibsadpf: Austria) used also ^ery pef^u»- 
lire argameot to procure an idliaace wi^ the 
leagues, which, while it might prevent the com-' 
munieatlonK^betweea Milan and the Tyrol, 
would also i&tiUiate the approach of the aux- 
Biaries, fiuP whkh his equate had contracted 
viih tfa$: caotoas. This erent gave rise to two 
KtentlesB p&rties> which, undecthe ^oies of th4 
^aoish apd the Venetiaa factions, became the 
esiiseof direeal^miticein this devoted country. 
At the head of the former were the two 
brethren, Rudolph and Pompey Planta, two 
men of considerable ioBuence and eneigy, but 
who were more swayed by their inveteracy 
against the S^lis family, which had espoused 
the Venetiaa cause, tbw by motives of patrio- 
tism and rectitude. They at first prevailed ; 
the Venetiaa envoy was ordered to quit the 
S^uotry, and a crimiuaL court was established 
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CHAP, at Coire, which proceeded in a'sfnAmary nfaii>- 
'^^-v--^ ner against several individuals, and whole com-* 
munitiesj vfho had betr&yed a^bias in fttvotir «£ 
Yenicff ; and even threatened) to atniga' the 
Bishop of Coire, who was sijsp^cted of sidittg- 
■with that party, and would have sHfferod ioftltf 
public injury, had not his numerous friendti 
and dependants foUnd means to • s^etti' him 
from the lutcnded insult. The frjintia ^opu^ 
lace assembled at Coire ; biit bein^/stag'^ctied 
by an unlooked for opposition,'d}spksed etv'i. 
sudden, upon which their Icadtrs found it ex^ 
pedient tO' quit the country. :■'■''- ■ ■■'- ■■''. '< 

'*"■ ■ The Governor *f Milan herettpofl tiroke off 
' aH intercourse with the leaga^^y and l^the di3<^ 

iresses he thereby ' occtifsiohed, ' ftirniafaed a 
handle fbpstill^eater aiiHnostties,''whi«l] sooa 
fti'dkeout inreciproca'lviftleftceagainstall who 
either avo*etI bf indirectly iaToured the Spa;- 
niards. A iiew criminal Coiirt wai iiistituteel 
&t Coire, which, after declaring a'general to- 
leration of religion, sent several catholics to the 
scaffold, and particularly directed 'their pro- 
ceedings against the t\vb Plantas. '■ These men 
not appearing to their summons, were outlaw- 
edj'a'nd a price of one thoiisand crowns was 
laid on each of their heads : to intercede for 
them was declared a capital offence; to har- 
bour them, a transgression' haibte'^to' a -fine- of 
OBe 
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oife thounid crowns; and should an j" com- ^y^' 
munaly venture to abet them, it was no binger ^-''■"'"^ 
to be. considered as a member of the republic. 
The bishop of Coire had the misfortune to be-r, 
come likewise obnoxious to this tribunal : he 
was deposed and banished ; his private property 
was confiscated ; and it was ordered that^ should 
be ever return to the territories of the republic, 
lie should' without further procedure, be pub- 
licly beheaded. The city of Coire, because it 
had shewn some symptoms of a predilection la 
favour of the Spanish party, was amerced in a 
comiderable sum.' The heads of the trium- 
phant party hereupon sent deputies to the 
King of France and to the cantons, to justify 
their proceediogs, and received from the former 
the most positive assurances of his favour and 
protectioo. 

The exiles, on the other hand, appeared on 
the ninth of November, before a general diet of 
the Helvetic Confederates, complained of the 
violences exercised against them, and implored 
the int^positioD of the cantons. Their anta- 
gonists were here confronted with them ; and, 
afiter a patient hearing and a long discussion, 
it was agreed to send a deputation to the 
le^ues, to exhort them to dissolve the criminal - 
court, to revise its sentences, and for this 
purpose to grant safe-conducts to the exiles. 
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CHAP, in order to enable them to anpear in ffacir on^ 

VII. . 

<^-v-*i-' defence. The Catholic cantons even went so 

fiir as to declare that, unless the sanguinary tri- ' 

bunal 'Was immediately abolished, they would, 

without delay, adopt compulsive measures. 

This peremptory requisition was actually com-' 

plied with towards the end of the year : but 

tranquillity was far Irom being restored by the 

. concession. 

The French envoy now also interfered, and 

about the b^inoing of the next year, obtained 

the restoration of several exiles. Btit the rage 

of party di^layed itself now with more malig- 

nitj than ever. * Tbe people," says one of 

their histOTians," ' resembled a swarm of bees 

' newly expelled from the hive, which roam' 

* wide in fear and trepidation, and -"know not 
' where to settle, or whither to fly foT safety 

* or protection.', The Planta faction resnmed 
an ascendency : they came in force to Coire ; 
and in-order to retaliate the severities that had 
been exercised against them, erected a third 
criminat tribunal, in which Rudolph took the 
lead. New victims were selected : a loose was 
given to the savage passions of tfae populace ,* 
and the acts of cruelty that were now practised 
spread a general consternation among the dis- 
tracted people. This gave rise to a thifd, or, 

^ LauScr, ' 
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as it was tvined^ ' the neutral party," \rfiich chap. 
proposed a mutual amnesty, on condition that < 
mither a Salis, nor a Planta, should, during a 
certain period, bold any public office ; that do 
foreign pensions should be received by indivi> 
duals; and that no foreign minister be suffered 
to reside in the country. This proposal, which 
vraa adopted, served indeed to counterbalance, 
but by no means to allay the virulence of the 
two contending parties. The Salis faction 
raised . a fourth criminal tribunal at Dbvos, in 
the league of the ten jurisdictions, which, in 
its turn, proceeded with excessive rigour, by 
tortures, fines, and capital punishments, against 
tiie friends, relations, and dependents of the 
Plantas ; and no one could forbode (he md of 
the calamities and confusion which now pre- 
vailed throughout the country. 

MeanwhUe the rage of frantic bigotry burst 
out with unexampled fury in the subject pro- "^ ^'^ 
yinee of the Valteline. After repeated mur- 'sso. 
murs, and various attempts to exclude the pro- 
testants from the province, the alarm bells 
tolled early on the nineteenth of July, through- 
out the valley ; and a carnage instantly began, 
the particulars of which have been detailed hy 
a great number of writers, and have filled all 
IKirope with horror and detestation. Severat 
of the magistrates, and their substitutes apd 
numbers 
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CHAP, nnoibers of tlie protesfant clergy; were buf- 
> chered with the most remorseless and iahuman 
barbarity. Sixty persons were murdered at 
Tirano : at Teglio the assassins, after having 
put to death a, miaister in the pulpit, and a 
great part of his congregation, demolished the 
church : at Soodrio they stormed the palace in 
which the governor resided^ and dragged him 
and his (kmily into the Engadine, telling him 
that they would no longer submit to the sway 
of heretics : the houses of all the protcstants 
vere pill^ed and demolished. Abutcher boast- 
ed that he had in one day slaughtered eighteen 
belpless victims. A protestant woman, who, 
with her infant daughter, haxl taken refuge in 
this country from the persecutions in Italy, 
was assailed by a. band of merciless ruffians, 
^d ordered to abjure her faith ; but she, clasp- 
ing her child in her arms, firmly refused to 
yield compliance : the monsters strove to tear 
the child from her, but she, pressing it still 
closer to her bosom, boldly bid them defiance ; 
finding they could not prevail, they stabbed 
her to the heart,and mangled her lifeless corjtse. 
The peasants, in hopes of exempting themselves 
from the future payment of their dues, were 
' particularly hostile to their lords, landlords, 
and creditors, they pursued, tike game, tltt 
unhappy fugitives, who sought refuge in the 
' mountains. 
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taountains, woods, and remote caverns : they '^^^• 
hurled many of them, with their wives and in- *>i"V 
nocent children, down the steep precipices, 
aad many they cast into the rivers andtorrents; 
many perished by the hands of their own breth- 
ren and nearest kinsmen, who coveted their 
property. The horrors of this, and many sub- 
sequent days of havock and dismay, ue too 
shocking to be dwelt upon any longer than 
the testimony of history absolutely requirts.". 
The Duke of Feria, at this time governor of 
Milan, never cleared himself from the imputa- 
tion of having abetted this dreadful conspiracy. 

The evils of civil discord having by this time Progrert 
arrived at a pitch that seemed no longer sup^ TreuUc* 
portable^ a diet, which met at Coire, applied to 
most of the neighbouring states to lend their 
aid towards quelling the fatal disturbances^ 
but Austria^ the catholic cantons, and evea 
France, which on few other occasions shewed 
so much solicitude in favour of orthodoxy, ■ 
under pretence of maintaining the cause of 
their religion, were deaf to all entreaties; 

■"* Among ihe great number of accoonU of this horrid car- 
tiage, which have btsen published in most languages, the 
English reader will find au ample detail at the end of tb^ 
Ibiid rolame of Fox's Bo6fc of Martyrs, in vhich most <£ 
the names df th^ aasawins, and of. their rictuos, are rei^ 

ioL. iii> B (bid 
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CHAP, and even wlien Bcrnc and Zuric atltet^li re* 
' solved to send two regiments to assist in restor- 
ing (he tranquillily of the leagues, the catholic 
Confederates used violent means to impede the 
march of these auxiliaries.- In this however 
their views were frustrated, these forces having 
taken a circuitous route through the provincft 
of Tochenbui^, where no one attempted to ob' 
struct their passage. On the twenty-second 
of August the regiments, together with mime- 
tousbands of the natives, entered the Valteliacj 
and the insurgents immediately dispersed : 
and even the Spaniards, after various and . 
bloody confiictSj evacuated die valley. The 
Grisons^ under various pretences, withdrew 
soon after to their homes ; and the Swiss auxi* 
liaries returned over the mountains, andpitch-* 
•d their tents below Coire. 
- He Venetians, ever dreading the progtess 
of the Spanish arms, prevailed upon France to 
interpose its influence towards preventing any 
fiirther encouragement from being given to tjje 
rebels of the Valteline by the government of 
Milan. They actually succeeded in detaching 
that monarch from the formidable coalition ; < 
~ imd his envoy Gueflier once more made his ap- 
pearance at Coire : but Ae catholic cantons; 
on the other hand, openly favoured the adverse 
yarty, which, specially in the upper or Gr^ 
League, . 

n,<fN..(jNGooglt: 



<ME BGirETie coufbderact. 35 

Leftgue, consisting chiefly of zealous adhereirta '^^Ji'' 
to the Romish church, had a decided superio- v^^v*^ 
ritj: they even sent them auxiliaries ; and thus 
"were Confederates now seeu in arms against 
Coofederstes. Another mediating party, un- 
der the name of ' the true-hearted,' arosej and 
boasted of being able to accommodate all diffe- 
rencei. Their first act, by no means a conci- 
liatory one, was to denounce Pompey Planta 
as the principal cause of all the calamities that 
had of late befkllen their country, to raise a 
force, and to assail him in his cjistle at Ried- 
bera;, where they caused him to be assassinated. 
Iliis party was countenanced by Gueffier, and 
joined by the people of Engadine ; and the ca- 
ddie Gonfederatea> seeing that their presence 
could HO longer avail the cause they had es- 
poused, evacuated the couniry. 

At length, through the mediation of France, tmu^ «i 
ti. treaty was concluded at Madrid on the leai. 
twenty-fifth of April, according to which the 
Grison league* w&K to be reinstated in the full 
iMwession of the Valteline." But so far was 
Spain firom being sincere in this stipulation, 

^'fba fiegotMtion of thellanhal Aa Basaompierre, cm > 

dtii and a lubiequent ocxasitfa, were pi^lishod by his secrcr 
t$tf Claude Mall«rille, under the title of ' Ambaisode ea 
' £i{a£np fn l6ai, et eu Suiste «n iQif' Two volumes, 

»» that. 
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CHAP, iliat, under pretence of assisting the Duke ot 
' Savoy against Geneva, it sent additional forces 
into the Milanese, and particularly strengthen- 
ed its posts towards the Alps. None of the 
parties considered themselves' bound by ths 
treaty. The Grisons assembled a diet in the 
month of September, where it was agreed that' ' 
each league should raise a body Of four thou- 
sand meoj to defend the country i^inst all 
foreign invasion : not one half of the number, 
however, appeared in arms ; and even these, 
after a few skirmishes, found themselves com- 
pelled, by want of money, provisions, and dis- 
cipline, to disperse. The Austrians now ad-' 
vanced into the Engadine: the Spaniards* 
took Cbiavenna : flames were seen risilng, and 
ebrieks and 'lamentations were heard, on every 
side. Baldiron, the Austrian general, after 
baving subdued the Prettigau, and taken the 
oath of allegiance from its inhabitants, rode into 
^ Coirc, with Rudolph Planta by his side. Com- 
pulsion restored a temporary and sullen tran- 
quillity ; but numbers, weary of incessant, 
alarms^ and the intdignity of party rage, cross- 
ed the most dangerous precipices in search of 
that quiet, which they despaired of ever seeing 
restored to their unhappy country. 

The deplorable state of this distracted people 

'Was at length taken into serious consideration 

at 
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at a general diet of the" Swiss cantons. Here chap. 
the deputy of Zuric delivred a speech, the *^-y-»*^ 
spirit of whichj hud it pervaded the nation in 
our days, would no doubt have preserved its 
freedom, its independence, its arms, its trea- 
sures, many thousands of lives, and the respect 
and abundant felicity it enjoyed tinder its mild 
and beneficent government. ' The Rl'ixtian 
' k^ucs,' he said, ' are a mirror for us all. 
' In vain are their inlets almwt impervious, 
' and do their rocks tower far above the clouds ; 
' in vain are theiV men endowed with lieroic 
' valour, and in vain do Ihey confide in the 

* saered ties which unite them to powerful 
' neighbours. None of thpse advantage* will 
' avail them if domestic strife rends their very 

' vitals. We have taught various mighty na- - : 
' tions how difficult it is to subdue men who 
' are determined to be free, and firmly resolved 

* to defend to the last drop of blood; them-* 
^ selves, their families, their property, and inde-. 
' pendence : but should we now abandon our 

. ' Khsetian allies, we shall teach those very na- 
' tions, that by sowing dissensions among us, 
' they may not only vanquish these leagues, ' 
' but, without any extraordinary efforts, sub- 
' vert even the confederacy to which we owe 
' our welfare and security. Can we, without 
' teri^us apprehcnsi<mi, bchoU the further ag« 
- , ' grandizcment 
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Ci^- ' grandizement of the enonnoui power of Aiu- 
' tria, which already, by its possessioii of tb« 
' Tyrol, the hither Austria, Burgundy, aad 
' Milan, hems us in on every side i UnaDimity, 
' beUeve me my fViends ! perfect unanimity is 
' ' our only rock of security ; and with it w« 
' shall at all times be greatly formidable, if not 
' invincible.' This language produced convic- 
tion ; and the diet unanimously agreed to send 
deputies to the Archduke of Austria and the 
Duke of Peria, to request a cessation of hosti- 
lities, and a free intercourse tunong the respec- 
tive territories of the contending parties. The 
iDt«rceasioa was not whoUy rejected ; hut it 
yrai not immediately productive of the desired 
effisct. 

On the sizteendi of January the Grisons 
Ibund themselvet compelled to subscribe, at 
Milan, three conventions highly prejudicial to 
their intoreats. . According to these, the papal 
hierarchy was to be restored in its full splen- 
dour ; the Spaniards were at all times to be al- 
lowed a free passage through the Grison coun- 
try ; protcstants were, in less than six months, 
to dispose o^ all their projwrty in the Valtelinej 
aad to quittiie valley ; sev«-al valuable estates, 
that form«ly belonged to the church, the eight 
jurisdictions of Prettigau, and the whole of the 
vdley of Muoster, were tolw ceded to Auttriaj 
and 
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aad Austrian garrisons were to occupy, during SS^- 
twelve years, Coire, Mayenfeld, and the pxia- ^^-vi»> 
cipal posta and passes in tbe country. France, 
seeing these rapid strides of a rival power, now 
took serious alarm, and keenly reproacbed Oie 
cantons with a remissness, which she herself 
bad long indulged without the least compunc- 
tioQ. 

llie protestants in the Grison country were 
now oppressed with more than usual rigour; 
and the Austrian' tfoops dispersed throughout 
tfaeirvalleys, committed all manner of outrage* 
and abstained from no acts of wantonness and 
rapacity that could gratify their sordid app^ 
tites. The inhabitants of tbe Prettigau, who 
were treated with horrid barbarity, felt at- 
lengtfa the indignation that became their inde-~ 
pendent spirit. They held secret meetings at 
night in the woods ; aOd though deprived of 
their arms, and not knowing where to look for 
aid, resolved to make a desperate effort to free 
themselves from the disgraceful yoke, and 
rather than yield, to perish in t^e attempt. 
They procured large h^vy clubsj into which 
they drove long spikes^ hooks, hatchets, and 
blades of various sorts. Thuring ^nderlin of 
' Mayenfeld headed them, and assembled' many 
who had taken refuge beyond the frontiers. 
Tbe day of insurrection was fixed for the 
s twentyr 
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PSAP.- tweiity-fourth of April. Baldiron had tliree 
!»,»-v-v.f days before arrived in these parts, and issued 
mandates which wholly abrogated the 'ptotes-" 
tant fomi ofwoiehip. I'he people exclaimed' 
loudlyagaiost the iatoleraat decrees, assembled 
at the appointed hour, and after much blood- - 
shed, in which several women ( as is frequently 
the case among this people) were known to 
perform acts of distinguished heroism, succeed* 
ed in expelling their wanton oppressors. Ru-:' 
dolph de Salis becar.enpw their leader, and 
obtained for them some pecuniary assistance,' 
both from the protcstant cantons and from 
Venice. The Austrian general collected some 
forces, and returned into the valley, hut was 
immediately repulsed ; and the conquerors, 
having taken Mayenfeld on the first of June, 
advanced before Coire. They soon reduced 
this city to such extremity, that Baldiron de- 
manded a truce, but was answered that he had 
too often deceived them to be trusted any 
longer. After repeated proposals and much 
intercession, it was at length agreed, on the sixr 
teenth of June, that the Austrian and Spanish 
forces should be allowed to withdraw to Chia- 
veona, and that all the Grison prisoners at hw 
spruck should be released.- 

The heads of the leagues met now at Coi^e, 

^iidj on the twenty-seventh of June, declared a 

genera^ 
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general amnestj', and solemnly repealed the chap. 
treaties of Milan : they ordered the levy of ^.^--v-*^ 
twelve hundred men in each league to guard 
their frontiers, and conferred the command of 
them on Rudolph de Salis. A new inroad 
vas attempted on the side ofEngadine, arfd 
the Austriaiis once more penetrated into the 
Prettigau. Thirty of the natives devoted them- 
selves on this occasion; they rushed headlong 
among the enemy, and having committed great 
slaughter with their massy clubs, fell lifeless 
en the heaps of the numbers they had slain. 
Soifte forces arrived from Zuric, and assisted 
the feeble remnant of the inhabitants to check 
the progress of the merciless invaders. A' con- 
gi'ess was now held at Lindau, which met on 
the fourth of September: the conditions oEFered 
by the Spanish and Austrian plenipotentiaries 
differed not much from those which had been 
stipulated at Milan, and were rejected both by 
the protestant and the catholic Confederates ; 
tad even France protested against their being 
accepted. 
The distresses of the wretched people of the Deplorable 

I ■ I 1 ' 1 State of ihB 

leagues were now arrived at a degree thatcoumry, 
baffles all description. The -winter was ap- 
proaching, and most of their habitations lay . 
in ruins : their cattle had bceo carried off, and 
(heir provisions consumed by the rapacious 
hosU 
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hosts that had at difiereat tune«' overrun their 
county : the flower of their youth bad fallea 
in the many bloody conflictg they bad Histaiu- 
ed : the aged fathers^ the widows, and orphMi$> 
were- pioing in want and deep diatrese: the 
horrors of war were succeeded by famine, and. ' 
famine by a train of epidemic diseases : ajid in 
the midst of these accumulated calamities, they 
were incessantly harassed by the wanton cruelty 
of the Austrian soldiery, by whom they were 
still surrounded. The French monarch having 
now insured domestic tranquillity, at Imgtii 
turned an eye of compassion on the enormous 
Sufferings of this hapless, people, and raolved. ' 
in conjunction with Savoy and Venice, to ef- 
fectuate the deliverance and restoration of tiiis 
old ally. In the month of June, the Marquis 
de Coeuvre arrived in Swisserland, with the 
character of French ambassador extraordinary; 
and after long protracted negotiations, obtain- 
ed, even from the catholic cantons, the rati- 
fication of the treaty of Madrid; and in the 
month of October the cantons of Beroe and 
Zuric likewise agreed to give free passage to a~ 
body of French teoops intended for the Grison 
leagues. These troops, together with consider- 
able reinforcedienti from those two cantons^ 
anived unawares on the twenty-eighth of Oc- 
tober, OK the confines of the country : and 
havinj; 
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bavii^ bees joined by maay natives^ marched chas. 
over the mountains, and before the ead of the • 
year occupied the whole of the Valteline, Borr 
mio, and Chiavenoaj the castle of the Utter 
town only excepted. Spain had prenously, on 
fiadiug what forces it would have to coaten4 
withj and in order more effectually to involve 
religion in ite cause, made over tbene province 
to the Roman pontiff,'* who, having accepted 
tfae ^^, but being now deprived of the posses- 
tioQ, sent his nephewi Cardinal fiarberini, tft 
Paris, ifO remonstrate against the profaoeness of 
«ulgecting a people of true believers to a go- 
vernment where heresy prevailed ; the people 
having moreover soleunly declared that they 
f itiGerred any govermneni to that of the leagues.". 
His expostulations proved ioe&ctual : and the 
Marshal de Ba»ompierre arrived on the serenth 
of January at a general diet at Soleure, and 
obtaiaed from the cantons, notwithstanding 
the stFcBuous opposition of the pope's nuncio, 
tn unanimous deolaratioo that the provincei 
of Valteline, Bormio, and Chiavenna, should 
be Gestored to the Grisoi^. 

" Urban ihe Eighth. 

'*ThB wri^en in favour of the SpanUbfftntf |re wvaie 
agnnit the" protectant clergy, whom they Utx with having, 
by tln;ir faaaticism, greatly contributed to the prolongatJMi 
of this atrocious war, and to have repeatedly iruitrated every 
aUcD^t towards a letfiOCUiatioB. 

Spain, 
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Spain, in conjunction with the pope on the 
one hand, and France, united with Savoy and 
Veoice on (he other, were now renewing their 
hoitile preparations, which f reboded endiess 
warfare, and the utter destruction of the already 
exhausted country, when on a spdden intelli- 
gence was brought, that on the Bflh of March, 
Fra.ce and Spain had conchided a peace at 
Moil90n in Arragon, the conditions of which, 
as far as they related to the Grisons, were in- 
deed favourable in appearance, but in fact by 
no means advantageous. The three subject 
provinces were nominaily restored to the 
leagues ; but the powers of the government^ 
especially in religious matters, were aocircun;- 
scribed by reservations and immunities, tbat 
the total alienation would have been far pre- 
ferable to the nugatory sovereignty. The 
leagues peremptorily rejected the terms; but 
among the cantons,- the catholic shewed an in- 
clination to adopt them, while the protestant 
declared decidedly in favour of the treaty of 
Madrid. 

Meanwhile howevw.the fortressesin the three 
subject provinces were dismantled, the foreign 
troops e\acuated the country, and the people 
reluctantly submitted to the dependence to 
which they had been doomed by the contract- 
ing powers. The yoke however was light : 
none 
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none but the catholic religion was to be tole- ' 
rated ; and the people were to choose their own v. 
magistrates, which were indeed to be confirmed 
bj the sovereign, but the confirmation was not 
to be withheld on payment of a stipulated and 
moderate sum. In consequence of these privi- 
leges, the people of the Valteline, on the twenty- 
fourth of September, chose a council of regeniy, 
consisting chiefly of the authors of the rebel- 
lion, at the head of which they placed Robus- 
tell, the principal ringleader : but so disgusted 
/were the leagues at the eold indiSerence with 
which France had sacrificed their interests at 
tiie treaty of Mon^on, that they refused the 
passajge claimed by the king for the troops be 
meant to send into Italy, to support the claim 
of the Dul^ of Nevers to the duchy of Mantua. 
To counteract this claim, the Emperor Fer- 
dinand the Second advanced a numerous army, 
which he likewise intended to march through 
the Grison country into Lomhardy. This 
passage was also refused hy an unanimous vote 
of the whole confederacy: but regardless of 
this faint opposition, the troops forced the 
strong pass of Liicieasteig, and in a few days 
made themselves masters of Cotre, and ofth^ 
whole country as far as the lake of Como. 
Perhaps this blow would have complefetl the 
rujn of this dit>lracted government, had not ihe 
heroic 
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CHAP, heroic Swede, GustavuB AcloIphuB, cTiecked ih« 
• rapacity of Austria. The Emperor being hard 
pressed by the victorious arms of the northeril 
conqueror, and France, or rather its minister^ 
Cardinal RicheUeu, being greatly embarrassed 
by domestic troubles, both these powers gladly 
listened to terms of accommodatiAo. Accord- 
ing to these terms, which were ratified at Ra- 
tiibonne on the thirteenth of October, Charles 
Dnko of Nevers was to be inTcsted with the 
duchj of Mantua by the emperor, and the 
Austrian troops were to be withdrawn &om 
the Orison country. 

The French after this mainiained a decided 
auperiority in the lei^ues ; and the Duke d* 
Rohan, who acted in a diplomatic capacity in 
Swisserland, was at the same time^ invested with 
military powers, which enabled hing to restrain 
the peopleof the Valteline, who had not yet 
ceased to incline in favour of the Spanish party. 
A &w years after^ the duke, with a semblance 
of great candour and equity, madea spontane^- 
ous ofkt to put the leagues in absolute posses* 
lion of their subject provinces, upon condition, 
that only the catlwlic religion should be tole- 
rated ; that the people should have an option 
in the choice of their magistrates, and that 
France should, in case of future disputes, b« 
utilized to decide the differences. This in* 
firingement 
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fribgement of religious toleration, and the te-. chat, 
servation in favour of a foreign influence, -.^-v-^ 
alarmed even the partizans of France. A diet 
was assembled, which, bj a deputation it sent 
to lospnick, readily obtained a guarantee of 
the tlirce provinces to the leagues, on the same 
footing as they had been held before the com- 
inencement of this war. The principal pro- 
moter of this treaty. Colonel Janctsch, did not 
long survive his benevolent exertion : he was, 
on the fourteenth of January, accosted at a '*** 
< feast at Coire by thirty persons in disguise, who, 
pretending to sport with him, treacherously put 
him to death. The perpetrators of this deed 
were never discovered; but France saw itself 
for a time deprived of all its influence in this 
country. Spain had, in the preceding year, 
l^wise ent^ed.into a perpetual convention 
vith the leagues, acccwdtng to which it re- 
nounced all claim tOj or right to interfere in 
the affairs of, the three subject provinces. 

Thus, after many years of incessant alarms, 
bloodshed, devastation, and Stresses of every 
description, afflictive even in the recital, wa» 
this unhappy country once more restored to a 
temporary tranquillity, and its independence. 
The subjects of the Valteline seeing themselves 
no loi^r abetted by the powers which had 
stimulated them to the reb^lioa that vvill ever 
prove 
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CHAP. prOTC a stain to tlieir annals, adopted a ntorfl 
K^~v~^^ temperate conduct, and voluntarily submitted 
to the allegiance >v1iich could alone establish 
the peace of the communitj'. A general obli- 
Yion of pastolTences took place for a time ; and 
it may appear an instance of singular forbear- 
ance, in a people of such vehement passions, 
that even Rudolph Planta, whom the adverse. 
party ( which ultimately prevailed ) have brand- 
ed with the appellation of traitor, was suffered 
to spend the remainder of his days in peaceful 
retirement, at his seat at Zernetz in the Enga- 
dine, \ivhere he huilt a large church, and died 
in an advanced age, leaving no issue.'^. 

" No event of these times has perhaps produced so great 
a profusion of controversial v^rltings, memorials, and iiaira-' 
tivei, both in verse and prose, as these troubles, which^ 
though they affected the whole Grison country, have been 
generally denominaled the loer of the ValteliTU. Besides 
those contained in the general histories, we have the Me- 
moirs and Embassies of Bassompienre, de Coeuvre, Robao, 
and other commanders and negotiator, which, though ma- 
nifestly written in favour of the French party, must be ad- 
mitted as authentic evidence. — ' La Valleline ; ou Memoiresi 
iic. SEir Ui troubles en la Falteline, tt au pays de Gruonv,' 
Genev. l631 ; 8yo. is a valuable collection, ascribed t^ 
Anth. Molina : but the most complete history on the sub- 
ject is Fbrt. Sprecheri ■} Bemeek, Htstoria Motuvm et Bell6^ 
turn in Rhtet:a gestomm. Col. l62g, 4to. with a continua- 
tion to the year l645, printed at Coire 1780, 2 vols, Svo. 
Even the Jesuit Quadrio, who, in his Memnre tuUa FidtetiTta, 
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5. Peace of Wisipluilia. chap. 

Besides tbe disastrous conflicts wbicb hndbf^ ■..^-^^ 
kte overwhelmed tlie Orison country with ruin ^^ 
and devastation, it may well be imagined that a '^*^'^ ^^' 
conflagration so general as the war which, 
during thirty years, raged over the most popu- 
lous parts of Europe, and for which the power- ■ 
fui incentive of religion was either the cause of 
the pretencei could not but in some measure 
implicate a country so centrical as the Helvetic 
cantons. These cantons accordingly ^^ere not 
blind to the dangers which surrounded them on 
all sides ; and, that tbey might not be Wholly 
unprepared against the insults they had reason 
to apprehend, they resolved to raise an adequate - 
force to secure the inlets into their country. 
In order to defray the expences of this tempo- 
rary armament, tbey agreed to raise a contribu' 
tion on the property of the people at large, 
without exception of either rank, condition, or 
age. The proportion demanded was the one 
thousandth part of the capitals; but the esti- 
mate of these capitals was wholly left to the 
honour and discretion of each individual, the 
quota being received without enquiry, or even 

has brought forward all the fects and arguments that can be 
•ddaced in lavour of the Spanish' party, acknowledges thu 
Sprecher has written with much unprtialiiy. A M. S. in 
the British Museum, (Harl. No. 4^07}, contains most of 
the diplomatic docuurent* relating to Uiese troubles. 
, ¥01,, IL E , taking 
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CHAP, taking any account of tfae sugis delivered. 

o>-v-«-' Lenient and moderate as tiiis mode of taxation 
must appear, it 3 et alarmed many, who thought 
a permanent tribute would . iiifallibly be the 
consequence of a tame acquiescence. These 
persons fomented various insurrections in the 
Argau, the Emmenthal, and at Thun ; but no 
where more efiec^.ually than in the canton of 
Zuric^ where, in several towns and districts, 
164S. particularly at Wadiswyl on the lake, it ap- 
peared evident that the requisition of the ma- 
gistrates woijld be openly resisted. The senate 
on this occasion displayed an energy whichj. 
when it is comhined with moderation, seldom. 
. fiiils to produce the desired effect : they pe- 
remptorily declined the interposition offered 
tbcm by their neighbours ; they suspended for 
a while the colJectioA of the -tax, but at tfae 
same time deputed some of their most distia- 
guished members among the insurgents, with a 
sufficient force to give weight to their concilia- 
tory exhortations, and, should these prove inef- 
fectual, to compel submisBsion. These vigo- 
roqs measures soon produced the desired effect, 
and the authority of the senate was vindicated. 
The ringleaders were apprehended; two of 
tbem were beheaded at Zuric; several were 
fined and imprisoned ; and the people, being 
now well appcwed of the upright inteutioas of 
their 
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their covernment. returned to their allc&;iance, chap. , 

° ^ VIL 

and readily submitted to the payment of the ^-'-y-^ 
contribution. Ample rewards were, on the 
other hand, bestowed on several who, in the 
midst of the insurrection, had preserved their 
loyalty, and counteracted the views of the se- 
ditious ; and .some of them were even admitted 
into theburghership of the city. 

Meanwhile the Swedish General Wrangel 
had actually penetrated to the borders of the 
lake of Constance, and by possessing; himself of 
the, town and castle of Bregenz, had obtained 
the command of the passes into the Tyrol, the 
Swiss and Grison territories, and even into Italy. 
The Fitnch, under Marshal Turenne, co-ope- 
rating w'ith the Swedes, spread at the same time 
far along the northern frontiers of Helvetia, 
and were not always restrained by the neutrality 
the Swiss had determined to maintain. The 
Archduke, who resided at Inspruck," on the 
other hand, alleging the terms of the hereditary 
union that subsisted between Austria and the 
Confederates, demanded a supply of troops foe 
the defence of his territories ; but this, at so 
critical ajuncture,was denied him, and he was 
obliged to contenthimself with a free passage 
for his detachments through the Grison coun- 

. " Ferdinand Charles, nephew to the Emparor Ferdiaafli 
the Second. 

E 3 try. 
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CHAP. ,try. Nor were the' Italian frontiers less ex- 
posed to hostile attempts ; the Spanish go- 
vernor of Milan having, in order to guard > 
against any sudden attack from the side of the 
Rhsetian Alps, collected a considerable force, 
and secured all the posts and sarrisons to the 
furthermost extremity- of the lake Como. The 
Swiss, thus surrounded by contending armies, 
and aware of the dangers which threatened 
them on all sides; at once waved alt private 
feuds and animositieSj particularly the late dis- 
contents on account of the contributions, and 
sent deputies to a diet, which first assembled at 
ZuriCj and afterwards, in order to be nearer to 
the scene of action, removed to the town of Wvl 
in Thurgau. This diet sent a deputation to 
General Wrangel, to remind him of the friend- 
ship that had long subsisted between his sove- 
reign and their nation, and to 'remonstrate 
against his further approach towards their 
frontiers.. The Swede not only returned a cour- 
teous answer, but also soon after, perhaps from 
other motives, led his forces into Franconia : 
and the French likewise, about the same time, 
withdrew into the dutchy of Wurtemherg. 

The belligerent powers, being at length 
weary of the incessant alarms, bloodshed, and 
devastation, they had for a series of years in- 
flicted o» these wretched countries, listened to 
ofien 
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offers of accommodation, and sent their pleni- chap. 

. VIL 

potentiaries to a confess, which met in the ^.^"•ry^ 
Westphalian cities of Munster and Osnabruck. 
The Confederates, though not immediately im- 
plicated in the war, resolved however not to 
lose the opportunity of establishing a right 
which had long been an object of contention 
between them and the empire. Some of the 
cantons, and particularly that of Basle, had 
often complained *tliat their inhabitants were 
occasionally summoned before the imfterial 
chamber of Spire, which assumed ajurisdiction 
the Swiss had never acknowledged, and against 
which they had repeatedly remonstrated with 
tbe emperor. This, and some other points of 
supremacy, which the cantons thought they 
had a right to assert, induced them to name a 
representative to the congress, in order to have 
their absolute independence authenticated by 
the general recognition of the principal powers 
of Europe. Their choice for this important 
mission fell on John Rudolph Wetstein, bur- 
gomaster of Basle, a man who, in every respect, 
proved himself worthy of the confidence that 
was placed in bimon this occasion. He found 
great reluctance on the part of the Imperialists ; 
hut the French and Swedish plenipotentiaries 
having shewn some inclination to favour the 
t^laim of the ConfederateSj the court of Vienna, 
unwilling 
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CHAP. upwilHog that those two powers should have 
\^'-y'*^ the sole merit of gratifying the Swiss nation, 
*^^* acquiesced gradually in their demands; and 
the confederacy was acknowledged, in the sixth 
article of the treaty, as a state wholly inde- 
pendent of the empire, and hence in fact of 
every power or jurisdiction uponeajrth." 

6. Insurrection of the Peasants. 

It is scarcely possible to contemplate the 

rapid alternation of broils and pacifications, 

remonstrances and compliance, resistance and 

coercion, that constitute the history of our 

'^ The article ii of too much unportance to the political 
cnnseqnence of the coofedtracy iiot to be here inserted. 

IV. Et cocome sa Majestc Imperiale, sur Jes plaintes taitei 
en presence de ses plenipotentimres deputez en la presents 
assemble, au nom de la ville de Basle et de toute la Suisse, 
touchant quelques procedures et mandernens execuloires, 
emaiiez de la cbambre impeciate, contre la dite ville et lea 
avUes captops uois de Suisses, et leurs citoyeiis et sujets j 
ayaut demaadd I'avis et le conseil des etats de Teinpire, auioit 
par un d^ret particuller du 14 May de I'annee demiere, 
Aodaii la 4ite ville de Basle, et lea autres c^tona Suisses, 
estre en possession d'une quasi pleine libert6 et exemptioQ 
de reinpiie, et ainst n'estre aucuiiement sujets aus tribunaux 
etjugemeus dum&meeinpire; jl a 6t£ resolu que ce mesme 
dectet soit tenupour coinpris en ce trait^ de paix; qu'il 
demeure fenqe el constant, et parfant que toute* ces proce. 
du^es et arrests donnez sur ce sujet, en quelque forme que 
5'ait 6ste, doivent estre de ii,ull9 valeur et effet, — V. Du 
JJopt Corps pi^lomat, t. vi, p. i. p. 479. 

specips^ 
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(pecies, more particularly- in those states which chap. 
boast of a considerable degree of liberty, with- ^^-v-^ 
out being led to a suspicion that a perfect 
calm is not congenial with human nature. 
The Helvetic -polity had by this time acquired a 
degree of perfectionwhich, one would imagine, 
oug^t to have insured a long interval of both 
foreign and domestic tranquillity. The people, 
under their mild government, had in general 
proved themselves tractable and forbearing; 
and they had recently witnessed a memorable 
example of the disastrous consequences of in- 
teistine strife, and unguarded credulity : yet 
numbed of those, in whose loyalty and candour 
the government placed the greatest confi- 
dence, suffered themselves on a sudden to be 
misled into an open revolt, which, though soon 
quelled by the vigour of the constitution, af- 
forded another melancholy instance of man's 
untoward disposition. 

During: the Ions and destructive war which Cmsmot 
t . . . - > . . „ the Revolt, 

had been lately terminated by the peace of 
Westphalia, theprinces of the empire had been 
induced, by their necessities, to raise the no- 
minal value of their laiger coins to near the 
double of their intrinsic worth ; and some of 
the Swiss cantons found it expediest, in order 
to preserve a due proportion between their 
frftctional ' and this enhanced ipeciCi to reduce 
their 
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CHAP, their small coins to about half their standard 
s^-vv weight. After the peace, the currency having 
hfien restored upon the old footing, the cantons 
of course ordered likewise their light qioney to 
be reduced ia its nominal, to the due propor- 
tional value ; directing at the sante time, Ui^t 
all rents and payments to the public treasury 
should^ fpr a limited period, be received at the 
raised valuation. This, though in itself per- 
fectly equitable, occasioned some confusion, 
vi^hich gave umbrage to the uninatructed pea-r 
sants, and inclined them to sqspect tlie wisdom 
or purity pf their rulers. 

About the same time the, magistrates, in or- 
der tp obviate the frequent^carcity of salt, one 
of the most necessary articles in a grazing 
country, and the daraagp that often accrued 
from an occasional want, and the usual -bad 
qqality of gunpowder, resolved to take these 
two branches of supply into their own hands; 
and in order to secure the public treasury 
against losses, to make the trade exclusive. 
The country people, although they had never 
perhaps reflected on the nature of a. monopoly, 
were however easily led to consider these -^vell- 
ineaut regulations as an encroacl^n^ent upon 
their equal rights, i^nd to murmur at the inno- 
vation. A duty newly laid upon the exporta-. 
fjon of cattle, and an excise on wine, became 
^ditiona( 
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additional causes of complaint : but above all, chap, 
the conduct of several of the bwliffs, who being u»-v^ 
at this time still elected by the spontaneous votes 
of some of the principal officers of the state, 
often obtained their employments by corrupt 
means, and were hence not always deterred 
from extortionary practices in their administra- 
tion, raieed clamourg^ which perhaps, of all 
others, were the least ill-founded; and each 
town and villa^, the spirit of dissatiefaction 
having once gone abroad, had besides some 
peculiar grievance, which, the more trifling it 
was in reality, the more it was magnified, and 
eagerly brought forward for redress. 

The peasants of Lucern were the first who nm ih>. 
gave public marks of disaffection. Bordering »iL'«fn, 
upon tiie democratic cantons, they often, at 
, their fairs qnd markets, met the shepherds from 
the Alps, who never failed to extol the sweets 
of their independence, and thus both alarmed 
their pride, aqd excited suspicions against their 
aristocratic rulers. The district of Entlibucb, 
whichj as we have seen on a former occasion, 
contained a vigorous high-minded people,** 
sent deputies to the capital, to demand that 
either the coin should be restored to the value It . 
had of late obtained, or that they should be 

" When they repulsed thp English in 1375. Spe vol. ii. 
p. 418. 

t^Ilowe4 
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CHAP, allowed to pay their repts and public contri- 
1.^-v^ butions in kind. The senate referred them to a 
comoiittee, where thej were treated with so 
little C4>ndescension, that they hastily withdrew, 
and filled the whole country with clamour and 
discontent. 
IS53. Early in the next year came three collector! 
to a village in this district, and demanded cer- 
tain dues. The peasants seized them, publicly ' 
tied and ga^ed them, and led them out of the _ 
village amidst a general tumult, declaring that 
should they, or any of their colleagues, return, 
they would meet with a treatment yet more 
severe. The senate took the alarm, and sent 
their avoyer, with a numbei' of both ecclesiasti- 
cal and secular deputies, to quiet the disturb- 
aitce. Tliese were received by the elders of 
the district with great solemnity, led to a house 
of public resort, and entertained with seeming 
cordiality and reverence; but not long after, 
the elders having gradually withdrawn, they 
saw themselves exposed to the fury of an en- 
raged multitude, armed with clubs, and prone 
to any act.of violence. 

The next movning the insurgents hung outa 
white flag, and collected great numbers froin 
all the neighbouring villages : they paraded, 
upwards of fourteen hundred in number, before 
the house where the deputies resided, and witb« 
' but 
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but shewing them the least mark of respect, re- chap. 
paired to the church. Hither they summoned <-*-¥-*-» 
the deputies, and in peremptory language de~ 
mauded redress concerning the coin ; that the 
monopoly of salt should be abolished : and 
that the 6nes exacted by the baililTs, ths excise 
on wine, ce^in tolls upon exportation, and 
some other imposts, be either reduced or wholly ~ 
abrogated. The deputies in vain remonstrated 
that they were not authorized to make these 
concessions, and referred them to the supreme 
legislature: the peasants persisted in their de- 
mand, that their wrongs be redressed within 
their district, and intimated that their neigh- 
bours of Berne were ready to join them, and to ' 
co-operate strenuously in the common cause. 
Berne, in fact, saw the necessity of using some 
precautions, symptoms of disalTcctian ha\ iiig 
manifested themselves in several parts of its 
territories, particularly in the Emmenthal. 
One of the bannerets was dispatched to this 
valley, where he was indeed received with g.eat 
marks of respect, but had several articles laid 
before him, which he was desired to ratify. 
He reported them to the senate, by whoiu, how- 
ever, he was ordered to withhold the desired 
assent. 

The catholic cantons, with a view to restore 

tranquillity, sent a formal deputation to Lucera, 

which 
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c"AP- which called upon the insurgents to lay their 
•^•^'\"*^ grievances, in temperate and respectful lan- 
guage, either before their own superiors, or 
before themselves, should they he accepted as 
arbitrators. The peasants upon this drew up 
seven-and-twenty articles, which the deputies - 
transmitted to the senate, who, in answer, au- 
thorized them to accede to a few of them, but 
positively rejected the greater number. The- 
peasants hereupon conceiving that they were 
treated with contempt, seized and confined the 
deputies, took possession of the principal posts 
in the country, cut off all communication with 
the city, and threatened the utmost violence. 
The ma2,i.strates now had recourse to the re- 
medy which the constitution provided against 
such dangerous emergeocies : they sent their 
rciiuisition to Zuric, whereby they officially 
summoned ^11 the cantons; and auxiliaries ac" 
cordingly soon gathered from various quarters 
in and round Lucern. The insurgents being 
apprised of the vigorous measures that had beeu 
taken, abated of their virulcince ; they liberated 
the deputies, and requested them to offer terms 
Appealed, of acco|iimodation. These, forgetting the in- 
sult they had received, interceded in behalf of 
the deluded people, and obtained moderate 
conditions, which were ratified on the thir- 
teenth of March, and restored a temporary 
tranquiUity to the disordered state. 
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While the spirit of sedition was thus for a chap, 
time repressed in this canton, the contagion -j-v^^ 
was observed to spread rapidly among the pca-Mnuor" 
sant« of the Emmei.thalj and other parts of the ^™"*' 
territories of Berne; who, when legally called 
upon to march to the relief of Lucern, refused, 
on various pretences, to obey the summons. 
From Thun in the soiifh, to Bruck at the 
northern extremity of the canton, none pre- 
served their allegiance, except the clergy, the 
municipal towns, and someopulent freeholders. 
While Zuric was devising means for bringing 
about a compromise, Shaffhausen, Basle, and 
M ulhausen, fomented the discontents by send- 
ing considerable bodies of armed men to Bruck 
and AraUj and urging the necessity of speedy 
coercion. The' peasants spread the alarm 
throughout the country, came in force towards 
Arau, and exclaimed loudly agaiost the inter- 
vention of foreign troops. Tlic burghers of 
the towns on the Aar, having upon this en- 
gaged to defend their own walls, the auxiliaries 
■ withdrew. 

The insurgents having gained this point, 
acquired additional audacity, and roamed 
throughout the country in wild disorder. Their 
numerous swarms were compared to (he bois- 
terous ocean, which alternately swells- into tre- 
mendous billows, and again subsides into deep 
gulfs, ■ 
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CHAP, gulfs, both equally mpnacing destruction: they 
' formed an assembly at Langenlhal, which sent 
deputies to Berne to propose terms; declaring 
at the same time, that should their emissaries 
be detained, or any ways molested, they would 
immediately retaliate on the bailifis, who, hav- 
ing remained on their posts, were within their 
power. This conference, and several subse- 
quent meetings, proved inelfectual; the' de- 
mands of the insurgents, as usual, rising in pro- 
portion as the government shewed a disposition 
to concede. Their leaders applied to France 
for aid, and oH'ercd an alliance; but De la 
Barde, the French ambassador, rejected the 
ofler with disdain, and promised to co-operate 
earnestly with (he magistrates against the sedi- 
tious rabble. Meanwhile the deputies of the 
prolestant cautons, with Waser, the burgo- 
master of Zuric, at their bead, arrived at Berne : 
they urged the necessity of mutual concessions, 
and on the twenty-fifth of March actually 
brought about a compromise. The deputies 
of the insurgents were, with much reluctance, 
prevailed upon to make a previous atonement 
to the injured honour of the sovereign, and to 
ask forgiveness of the assembled council oa 
their knees : they then laid open their cora- 
plaiints, some of which were immediately re- 
dressed, and others were reserved for future 
consideration. 
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This accommodation had scarcely been con- chap. 

■^ Vl(. 

eluded, when ihe peasants of Lucern renewed "-"-v-^ 

fteir seditious practices, and spread tumult |hii^' 
and rebellion throughout the greatest part of ^'""'' 
the confederate states. No sooner had the 
people of Enttibuch, and three otiier bailiwicks, 
beard the award of the arbitrators, than they 
exclaimed against several articles, and declared 
Iheic detennined purpose to resist tbem all : 
tiiey not only resumed their clubs, but sent pri- 
vate emissaries to most parts of Swisserland, to 
excite the country people against their magis-' 
trates. The subjects of Berne were foremost 
in joining the conspiracy : they reprobated the 
genu6exion of thdr deputies before the sove- 
reign, council, and refused the avowal of sub- 
mission demanded of them. Numbers of them 
a^embled on the thirteenth of April, at Sumis- . 
w«ld in the Emmenthal, and were met by de- 
puties from various districts of Lucern, Basle, 
and Soleure, which had broken out in open re- 
bellion. They here chose Nicholas Leuenber- Headed 
ger, a peasant of Schoenholz, in ihe parish of i>^™.r"*^ 
Ruderswyl for their leader ; and agreed on se- 
veral points, which, considering the nature of 
the meeting, had more moderation in them than 
could have been expfjcted. They held a second 
meetiogi on the thirteenth of April, at Hutwyl, 
and aumiDoned all the' subjects of theconfede- 
3 ratt 
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CHAP, rate states to join in the commoQ cause. They 
<.<^-rsj now proceeded to station guards, to break open' 
letters, to detain meescngers, and to seize all the 
burghers of Berae that came within theii' reach. 
They drove one of the bailiffs from his resi- 
dence ; at Wangen they insulted and mangled 
all those who refused to join them ; and ad- 
TEocing up the Aar, spread consternation to 
the very gates of Berne, which, however, the 
magistrates never ordered to be shut, still ad- 
mitting free passage to the insurgents as well 
as to their loyal citizens. The insolence of tlie 
* leaders grew to a pitch that became offensive 
even to some of their own adherents. Another 
meeting was held at Hutwyl on the fourth of 
May, which called upon the magistrates of 
Berne to send a deputation, charging them 
withal to select for this purpose men of conci- 
liating- dispositions, and naming those that 
would be most acceptable, 
varioiu A general diet of the confederacy was mean- 
^'m'"^ while held at Baden, which offered to negotiate 
with the malcontents, and to take the most 
effectual steps towards terminating the unhappy 
differences. The peasants of Lucern sent de- 
puties, but with instructions not to recede from 
a single point of their demands. No one ap- 
peared in behalf of the Berners ; and thui 
\iere the pacific inteatioB* of the diet wholly 
frustrated. 
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Tbe maeistrates Of Berrte were at the same chap. 
time so desirous to restore tranquillity l)y -means '-•--y**-' 
of friemJly negoliatioo, tliat tbcy readily jp;recd 
to treat with thfe insurgents ; and in compli- 
ance with the requisition of the meeting at 
Hutwyl, sent six members of their great coun- 
cilj and two ecclesiastics, to confer with Len- 
enberger and his associates. The negotiation 
at first bore a faTOurable aspect, both parties 
seeming inclined to make reasonable conces- 
sions ; but the insui^ents being apprised of 
large feinforcements thai were approaching - 
from different parts of the four seditious can- 
tonSj the leaders assumed an overbearing spirit, 
kept the deputies waiting five hours in an out- 
ward room, while they renewed their compact 
with the heads of the collecting bands, aad 
bound themselves by the most solemn oaths to 
take exemplary vengeance on all who should 
dare to violate the union. The deputies, find- 
ing their endeavours to calm the tumultuous 
assembly ineffectual, withdrew; but sent im- 
fiaediately to propose another meeting at Lan- 
genthal, Leuenberger acccepted the offer ; but 
among other scornful intimations, he admo- 
nished them, in bis answer, by all means to 
use obsequious lang^agCj lest they should irri- 
tate the people ; and insisted that tlie meeting 
should be held in the open air. The conferences 
VOL. III. P accordingly 
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CHAP, accordingly were opened on the sixth of Ma^'r 
'~^~f-^^ but proved equally abortive ; the deputies of 
Berne declining to treat with any but their 
own subjects, which the heads of the insurgents, 
considering the exception as an attempt to 
estrange them from each other, rejected with 
indignation. 

On the following day the Bernese deputies' 
appeared once more among the insurgents^ and 
read to them a written declaration of the ample 
concessions the government was willing to 
make, which amotinted nearly to the whole of 
what had been demanded ; but the more one 
side receded, the higher the pretensions of the 
other rose : and the deputies at length, per^ 
ceiving that the rebels were determined to pre- 
scribe unlimited pouditions, returned to Berne. 
Leueribergcr, and Shybi his principal coadju- 
tor, continued to sow the seeds of sedition 
throughout the country ; they compelled the 
Bailift' of Arwangen to order the garrison to 
evacuate his castle, and threatened to cut off all 
supplies from the capital, unless their demands 
were immediately complied with. The magis- 
trates made a last efibrt to dispel the stoim 
without having recourse to arms : they offered 
an appeal to the constitutional arbitration of 
_ tlie whole confederacy : but this also was re- 
jected; and forccj it was now, evident, was 
the 
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tiic Only remedy left against the spreadiog chap. 

On the the t«nth of May the sovereign cotm- ""fi^""- 
cil invested Sigismund d'Erlach with the chief 
command of the forces of the republic. The 
troops dispersed in the Pavs de Vaud, and on 
the lakes of Neiichattel and Bienne, were or- 
dered to assemble, and approach the city; and 
the neighbouring cantons were called upon for 
speedy succour. Zuric issued the formal sum-' 
mons for a general armament ; and the ^yhole 
country assumed a hostile and formidable as- 
pect. The rebels meanwhile were not remiss, 
they assembled from all parts. On the eleventh 
of May they seized on the important pass of 
Gumminen : some besieged the town of Arlnfrc; ; 
others occupied the strong post at WindisU ; 
while numbers, being joined by the people of 
the free bailiwicks, ent<?red the town of Mcl- 
hngen on the Reuss. In order to preserve a 
fref communication with the insurgents of 
Basle, they endeavoured ■ to obtain possession 
of the towns of Brnck, Arau, and Zolfingen; 
but they failed in these attempts. A body so 
numerous, undisciplined, acting without con- 
cert, and without experienced leaiders, soon felt 
a want of e&ctive energy in its operations. 
When the force which the senate had ordei-ed 
to approach from - Neuville came to the gates 
f2 of 
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cmap. of Arberg, it found the place evacualfd, and 
I no enemy in the vicinity. The peasants of Lu- 
cera, who were not the leait adventurous, at- 
tempted their capital ; but the auxiliaries, which 
had been called in from Zug and the forest can- 
tons, effectually secured the city from all insult. 
The greatest number of the rebels bad collected 
round Leuenberger, who had fixed his head 
quarters at Oster-Muodingen, a village a few 
miles from Berne. These committed every 
kind of depredation all around them : they 
plundered the country houses, emptied the 
granaries and wine cellars, seized the cattle, 
spoiled the lands, and exerted all manner of 
violence on the inhabitants who were unfriend- 
ly to their cause. At length the Berners drew 
out their forces, and led some heavy cannon 
against the licentious multitude ; and Leuen- 
berger seeing this formidable appearance of re- 
sistance, demanded a parley, which was readily 
granted ; but this aUo without ^(ect. An ac- 
commodation was indeed signed on the four- 
teenth of May, but on the next day the pea- 
sants renewed their pillage : and the magistrate» 
at length, weary of so much fickleness and trea- 
chery, shut their gates, and resolved to listen to 
no terms short of absolute submission." 

"' During this predatory warfare, several parlies took 
pbce between the contending parties, which proved the re- 
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By this time an ample force had assenibled chap. 
near Zuric, consisting of five thousand men '.^v*!*^ 
from the catholic, and eight thousand from the 
other cantons : the former were led by General 
Zweyer of Uri^ a man^of tried abilities, both 
in the field and cabinet ; and the latter, by 
General Werdmuller of Ziiric, who took the 
command of the 'wliole army. On the twenty- 
first of May, Werdmuller advanced before 
MelHngen, and the insurgents immediately lied 
towards Lenzburg : they tolled all the alarm 
bells, and sent a letter to Berne, complaining, 
io the. usual style of rebels, that the govern- 
ment had broken their faith towards them, and 
denounced God's vengeance against such pcr^- 
fidy. To various other extravagant invocations 
they added, ' We implore the most holy Tri- 
' nityj from the inmost of our hearts, to grant 
' us grace and vigour to maintain our just 
' rights, to repel the armies of our relentless 
' foes, and to sink them into the bottom of the 
* sea, as it formerly did the host of Pharaoh ! 

luctance of the government of Benie to proceed to extremi- 
tieg. Tbey are circumstantially related by Lauffer and 
Meister, but as they were alt, in the. end, nugatory aud of 
no effect, the reader will probably be pleased to be dispensed 
with the particulars of them, at well as of the alternate in-t 
Bolence and pusillanimity of the insurgents, according as 
their prospects were either tavourabk or gloomy. 

8 ' May 
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CHAP. ' May GoJ lead us, his people, whom he ha^ 
' redeemed with his mseale blond, through this 
' tribulation, this stormy sea of gore, and \in- 
' dicate a cause, in which wc are resolved to 
* slake our honour, our property, and our lives!' 
Oh the twenty-thiidj WeidinuUcr advanced 
8i!mc parties towards the postsof the insurgents, 
who, not knowing how to repel them, immedi- 
ately demanded to treat. On the following 
day however, sach numbers having flocked to 
their standards, as to render their army near 
twenty thousand strong, they rejected, the con- 
ference that had been agreed upon ; and Leu- 
enberger and Shybi r^olved once more to adopt 
offensive measures. The insurgents immediate- 
ly attacked t!ie tpwn of Zoffingen, in hopes to 
cut off the communication between the upper 
and lower Argau, but they failed in this at- 
' tempt; nor were they more successful at Mel- 
lingen, where they were repulsed with loss, 
having felt the destructive effects of the heavy 
cannon of the Confederates. They now again 
oflTered to treat, and on the twenty-fifth sent 
fftrty deputies to the camp of Werdmuller. 
They proposed their terras ; but the council of 
war replied, that it was not for rebels to exact 
conditions ; that they should all, without dc-. ■ 
lay, return to their se,veral homes, and leave the 
ndjustnient of the differences, and the punish-'. 
ment 
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metitof the ringleaders, to the discretion ofthe chap, 
magistrates. The deputies ostensibly submitted v^-v-^ 
to these terma, and agreed that the insurgents 
should lay down their arms. 

The troops of Berne had meanwhile encamp-^ 
ed at Wangen^ and Leuenbergerfanxious to ex- 
tricate himself from the dangers which pressed 
upon him on every side, sent a letter to Berne 
to implore mercy, but^at the same time claim- 
ing the conditions of preceding compromises: 
•n the same day he wrote also to the council of 
war at Meliingen, declaring that, upon a ge- 
neral amnesty, he would abstain from all hos-^ 
tiiities, and dismiss his associates. The magis- ■ 
trates of Berne answered, that the rebels had 
forfeited every concession that had been made 
them in former treaties ; and that they must 
abide the fate of arms. Erlach advanced to 
Langenthal, and drove the insurgents before 
him to the village of -Herzoceobuchsce, Here The lar 

^ ^ lurjtentt 

they made a stand ; and- here the battle was defeated, 
fought, which put an end to the disturbances 
that at one time had threatened tlie total sub- 
version of the government. Brlach^ with a 
view of surrounding the rebels, and reducing 
them without bloodshed, approached them in 
three columns ; but they resisted each of them 
with great braverj- : wherever they were com- 
pelled to yield, they obstinately disputed every 
hedge 



NGooglf 



^3 THE HISTORY OF 

CHAP, hedge atid ditch ; and beings driven to the vit- 
» lage, withdrew fiom-house to houscj defending 
each of them to the last extremity. Being at 
length driven towards the church, they availed ' 
themselves of a strong wall that surrounded 
the burying-g^oujidj and made a desperate 
stand : they fought tike lions ; but being at 
leofiib overpowered, they set fire to. the village, 
and fled into the woods. Sixty of them were 
taten, and proceeded against in a summary 
manner by a council of war, which ordered 
several of them to he inslsntiy put to death, 
ami punished others by fiues, imprisonment, 
' and exile. The arms were now deliveced in at 
the castles ; many of the tii^leatlers w^re sur- 
rendered; and the oath «f allegiance was re- 
peated in every district, Seven of the chiefs, 
men of a venerable aspect, with hoary heads 
and spreading beard^i were conducted to Basle^ 
and there publicly beheaded: they ^know- 
Icdged their guilt, and prayed of God and the 
magistrates to forgive them. Shybi was taken 
~ in Entlibuchj and brought before a council of 
war at ZoflSgen, where be was sentenced todeath 
ai)d executed. Leueobcrger, after his defeat, 
had, returned to his home, .where he hoped to 
lay concealed ; but was betrayed by a fellow 
conspii'ator and neighbour, and seized in the 
liight by the bailiff, who sent him., together with 
various 
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various papers found ia his house, to the prison chap. 
at Berne. He persevered long in ha audacity; i*.-*-^ 
but the rack at length extorted from him a 
confession of the whole proceeding, the naniea 
of the principal agitators^ and an avowal of the 
dangerous designs of tlie revolters : his papers 
canfirmedliis guilt: he was sentenced to be 
beheaded. His head, together with the written 
document of the conspiracy, were nailed to the 
gallows ; and his limhs were exposed on the 
highways. The peasant who officiated as his 
secretary was likewise beheaded, and another 
of the leaders was hanged. The rebels of Lu- 
cwn, among whom were even some of the 
burghers, were, at the intercession of the four 
neighbouring cantons, admitted to a lenient 
compromise. Tliose of Entlibuch alone per- 
sisted 19 their contumacy, until the^ were com- 
pelled by force to accept of terms, less favour- 
able indeed, but yet far from rigorous. 

Many of the insurgents had fled out of the 
country, and about forty of them were see^ 
near Frankfort, who declared that they were 
going to the Duke of Lorrain, upon whom 
they hoped to prevail to invade their country, 
and avenge their cause : but the emperor," re- 
probating the cause of rebels, publislied a ma- 

'* Feidinand the Third. 

nifesto, 
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CH4P- nifesto, banishing those who should take refuge 
^rfi-Y>^ in his dominions, and calling upon all his de- 
pendents to use the same precaution. This 
measore was the more important, as it prevent- 
ed the interference of several states, -who miglit 
have thought it their interest to foment the 
troubles which had threatened to subvert the 
government and constitution of the confede- 
racy. 

7. J\IisceUaneous Incidents. 
Although the event related in the preceding 
section had no immediate reference to the Re- 
formation, yet it was surely of too great a mag- 
nitude, and affords matter of too much serious 
, meditation to the contemplative mind, to be 
■wholly omitted in its chronological order. Our 
notice will now be attracted by incidents which, 
while ttiey manifest the anxious zeal of the 
protestant Confederates for the furtherance of 
th* religion they had adopted, will at the 
saiTle time prove the estimation in which they 
■were held by the distant powers, ■who, in many 
instances, appear to have considered them as 
the most strenuous supporters, and indeed' the 
chief prop of the resenerated church. 
Minion to William the Second, Prince of Orange, son- 
(i6sa) in-law to King Charles the First, died about 

this 
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this time, leaving only an infant soii^° to inherit chap. 

VH. 

the high honours and offices he had held in the <.^-v-<x/ 
United Provinces : and Cromwellj ever solicit- 
ous to reduce the power, and loM'er the conse- 
quence of every branch of the royal house, en- 
deavoured to persuade the Batavians that their ' 
government stood in no more nee<l of a stadt- 
holderj than that of England, as he asserted, 
did of a king. A strong party in Holland, 
however, could not be brought to acquiesce 
in this assumption ; and the disputes occasioned 
by thjt! contrariety of opinion gave rise to a 
bloody war. The protestants in the Alps, 
foreboding the fatal consequences that would 
necessarily accrue to the cause of religion from 
a conflict between two nations which, being 
allied by the bonds of faith, ought to have 
warmly co-operated in support of its interests^ 
beheld the contest with deep regret, and re- 
solved, if possible, to check its progress by 
their mediation. After several epistolary ad- 
monitions to both parties, which failed of the 
desired success, they at length' resohed to send 
a delegate, amply qualified and instructed, to 
soothe the animosities that pre>ailed in both 
countries, and to use the best means that could 
be devised to bring about ' a reconciliation. 

f Afterwards Kii:^ William the ThirA 

Their 
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CHAP. Their choice for this purpose fell upon John 
«-»-v-»-' Jacob Stoekar, GrcflSer of Shaffhausen, whose 
'"^ Euccesf in this delicate negotiation fully justi-' 
iied the appointment, and the hig-h estimattoa 
in which he was held by his countrymen. He 
set out on his mission lipon the twentieth of 
February, and to avoid the disturbances that 
prevailed in France, travelled through, Ger- 
many. At Hamburg he met Langerfeld, a 
Swedish minister, sent by Queen Christina for 
the same purpose of appeasing this unhappy 
strife. Wishing to anticipate this coadjutor, 
Stocker made all possible dispatch to Dunkirk, 
and there embarked. Being arrived in hoadon, 
he was immediately conducted to the speaker 
liCnihal by Ji)hn Durieus, the zealous advocate 
of anuniou between all the protestant chHiches ; 
and it was not long before Cromwell admitted " 
him to an audience. . Not being attended by a 
suitable retinue, he declined the honours of a 
public character, and conferred privately with 
eight members of the privy council, who were- 
deputed for the purpose. He met with great 
obstacles in his negotiation, insomuch that, 
despairing of success, he made a report to his 
superiors; which induced them to recall him ; 
but, having postponed his depwture till after 
Cromwell had obtained the protectorship, he 
bad the satisfaction of seeing the wished-for . 
pacification 
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pacification concluded, and of being assured chap. 
by the usurper that he had been greatly instru- ^.Jv^^ 
, mental in bringing about that happy event isj*. 
Cromwelt sought his conrersatioii^ and drew 
from liim much information concerning the 
Swiae gorernaieBte and their policy. The Ito- 
nours paid him far exceeded those that were 
bestowed upon the Venetian miui^r. He 
was dismissed with unusual presents, and sent 
to Holland in a frigate. He then repaired to 
the HaguC] where he was received with cor- 
diality and respect. The people flocked around 
him, to see ' the honest Swiss who came from 
' his mountains for the generous purpose of pa- 
' cification and harmony.' He effected the ra- 
tiBcatioD of the treaty, and returning to his 
tutive city, received the thanks of bis employers. 
Dura>us, accompanied by John Pell, the famed 
mathematician, came soon after with creden- 
tials to Swisserland, to negotiate the union of 
the churches ; but . their endeavours proved 
inefiectual. 

Another society of protestaiits soon after ex- interfe- 
perienced a persecution, which called forth (araar or 
the commiseration and earnest interference of dm*, 
the cantons. The inhabitaots of Luscrna, An- 
grognia, Torre, GampigUone, and other towns 
and villages of Piedmont, who had embraced 
the Refoipatioti, and were known by the name is^ 

of 
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CHAP, of the Vaiidois, were, by order of their duks, 
«-^-Y^ compelled, in the depth of winter, to abandon 
their dwellings, and with their wives and chil- 
dren, either to fly to remote places assigned^ 
but which could not contain them, or to resort 
to woods and caverns, where many of them 
perished of cold and hunger. Many, urged by 
the extremity of want, preferred encountering 
the dangers of the persecution to a lingering 
death, and returned to their houses, which they 
found completely despoiled of all they had left 
behind them. Tlie four reformed cantons 
being apprised of the sufferings of this people, 
not only petitioned their sovereign to restore 
them, but also dispatched urgent solicitations' 
to the other protestant states to intercede id 
their behalf, and to contribute towards the re- 
lief of which they were in immediate want. 
Their chai-itable endeavours were crowned with 
success : Cromwell in particular supplied 
ample sums : and the unhappy sufferers who 
had survived the calamity were reinstated in 
their habitations, and allowed to enjoy a tran- 
quillity, which however was not of long du- 
ration. 

TheDeteor The Swiss, SLS lonff as the county of Bur- 

miaiL . . 

gundy remained in the possession of theSpauish 
monarchy, felt little apprehension concerning 
the safety of their western frontier; and, con- 
fiding 
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fidioff irt the natural strength of most of iliclr chap. 

. VIL 

other boundaries, had not jet established any v-^-v^^ 

general rule for the defence of their country 
SLgainst invasion. Tlie unexpected seiziire of 
that contiguous province; hy Lewis the Four- 
teeoth, although it was soon after restored at 
the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, first roused their ****" 
apprehensions, and induced them to consider 
of a set of ordinances for cfFectiiaUy comhining 
their forces, in case of an attack from foreign 
powers. At a general diet held at Baden, a 
regulation was accordingly agreed upon, which, 
under the name of the Dcfcnsianal, has to our 
days been considered as the military code for 
the protection of the country. The quota of 
men to be supplied by everyc^nton and itsdepen- 
dencies was here stipulated:" the numbers that 
were to assemble at the first summons -were rated 
*o as to form an aggregate of thirteen thousand 
four hundred men ; and at a second and third 
lequisition, this number was to be doubled and 
trebled. Stations were assigned for the rendez- 
vous of the troops ; the number and appoint- 
ment of officers was provided for ; articles of. 
war were framed for enforcing subordination 
and discipline ; and ample powers were vested 
ui a council of war for speedy and vigorous ex- 

" Por'these numbers see tlie Statistical Tables in die next 
Chapter. 

ertions. 
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CHAP, ertions. At a subsequent diet, provision Wits 
v^-v-^ made for the fortification of the passes and 
1G73. frontier towns, and the supply of stores and 
ammunition ; and funds were assigned for the 
expences necessary in case of an emergency. 
The For- The most arrogant of men, if he ever seri- 
^^^°°' ously reflects on the capacity of his mental 
powers, will no doubt be compiled to adnrit 
tlie enortnous, or rather incommensurate dis- 
proportion between the nature and attributos 
of the divinity, and the limited extent of the 
faculties of the human mind. This necessarily 
implies, in the religion dictated by God him- 
self, a set of doctrinal points, which the most 
powerful energies of the human intellects can- 
not compass : and hence revelation must be 
expected to contain some mysteries, vphich, 
provided the rules of practice necessary for 
our salvation are sufficiently obvious, it will be 
our duty to admit on traditional evidence ; to 
believe, and not to scrutinize. The proteatant 
clergy, who, having derived their tenets from 
the purest source, the manifestation of God's 
- ■will in holy writ, ought more than others to 
have admitted this important limitation, did 
not however abstain from controversies, and 
even sometimes from persecutions respecting 
the mo.st abstruse points of faith; and thus the 
doctrines of the trinity, of predestination, of 
grace, 
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grace, atonement, and others equally inscrut- chap. 
able, sooD became the grounds of schisms in the i-^ni'-*-* 
church, which true Christian forbearance 
might have obviated. To prevent an infinite 
divergency of opinions, each sect, when it bad 
acquired an establishment, thought it necessary 
to propose a test of conformity to which its 
votaries should be restricted. Thus the con- 
fession of Augsburg, the decrees of the synod 
of Dort, the thirty-nine articles of theAnglican 
church, and the creed promulgated by Calvin, 
Farel, and Bulliuger, were brought forward 
as standards of faith and ecclesiastical disci- 
pline, to obviate the pernicious effects of end- 
less controversy. The latter of these, howeveF> 
was soon found inadequate to insure the tran- 
quillity of the Helvetic church, where recently 
the new-fangled doctrines on election propa- 
gated by Moses Amyraut, and certain doubts of 
Lewis Capello concerning the vocal points in 
the Hebrew text, had excited some dangerous 
dissensions. Tbe clergy, among whom John 
Henry Heide^er took the lead, after much cor- 
respondence and many conferences, at length . 
framed a code, consisting of five-and-twenty 
articles, which, under the name of the Formula 
Consensus, was copfirmed by a synod at Zuric, i^^- 
and soon after adopted by the three other can- 
tons, the pTotestants of Claris and Appenzel, 
TOt. 111. G . . the 
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CHAP, the Grisons, St. Galleo, Mulhausen, Bienotf^ 
i^^-y->^ and Neuchattel. Although it was proposed, 
as the rule of faith and discipline, to be sub- 
scribed by all who entered into orders, yet, ex- 
cept at Berne and Zuric, it soon received some 
.modifications, which were sanctioned by the 
magistrates.' A striking instance was soon 
afler given by the, cantons how limited their 
forbearance was in matters of religion. ' An 
edict had been published in Sweden, ordering 
that all children should be baptized by Luthe- 
ran ministers. The Elector of Brandenburg 
called upon the Swiss, as champions of the 
reformed church, to interfere in this restraint 
upon religious liberty; and they actually sent 
a strong remonstrance, demandii^ a repeal of 
the inj unction. Toleration has often extended 
no further than a permission to coincide with 
us io our own opinions. 

In no instance did the tender solicitude of 
the protestant Confederates, in favour of their 
persecuted brethren, maaifest itself more sea- 
sonably and with greater effect, than at the time 
KecepHon when the Huerenots, who, after they had for 
gtaou, near a century, under the sanction of two so- 
lemn-edicts," enjoyed a toleration which had 
been equally beneficial to themselves and to 

« Granted at Nantes in 1598, and at Nimea in 1629. 

their 
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their country, were compelled to forsake their chap. ' 
homcs> their . frieods, relations; and domestic v^-v-^-* 
comforts, and to seek refuge among strangers^ 
upon whom they had do other cl^im than a 
conformity in religion, and their own accumu- 
lated distresses. Lewis the Fourteenth, uiged 
by bis own prejudices, and by the bigotry of 
the priests and concubines whom he suffered to 
influence his conduct, commenced a persecu- 
tion, for which a degree of fanaticism and of 
discord among the uuhappy victims, were al- 
leged as plausible pretences. The cruelties 
practised by the military apostles, who were i^*- 
sent to convert them, grew by degrees to such 
an excess, that many of them, of all ranks and 
conditions, encountered the greatest difficulties. 
and dangers, in order to avoid the horrors of . 
> the inhuman Dragonades, to which they had 
been of late exposed. Many fled to England 
and Holland ; but the greatest number, allured 
by the vicinity, the similarity of language, and 
other inviting circumstances, r^orted to Ge- 
neva and the Pays de Vaud, where they were 
received with sympathising cordiality, and met 
with immediate succour. They laid before the 
magistrates .a pathetic detail of the crueltiea 
they bad endured, which cast an odium upon the 
French governmeiit, not yet effaced by a long 
cuccessioti of years. 'The horrid massacre,' they 
G 2 baid, 
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CHAP, said, ' whichj on the day of St. Bartholome^r, 
'-'"*'■«-' ' exterminated thirty thousand of our brethren, 
' bears no comparison with the atrocious cruel- 
' tics that are now practised upon the unhappy 
' protestants in France. They are delivered 
' over to the wanton barbarity of soldiers, who, 
' as instruments of the arch-fiend, the dr^on, 
' of whose name and nature they partake, dc- 
' light in dispensing misery all around them. 
■ * These force themselves, by fifties and hun- 
' dreds into the houses of the victims they have 
' marked, consume their provisions, burn and 
' spoil their effects, drag them by theliair into 

* the churches, and thrust those who resist into 
' sacks, and roll them in the streets ; they sus- 
' pend numbers in chimnies, over slow fires, 

' wlicrc they suffer them to perish in dreadful ■ 
'■ agonies : they pour boiling liquids down 

* their throats, and consume their entrails: they 
' strip the women, drive them naked through 
' the streets, and inflict all manner of violence 
' and indignity upon them : those who shew 
' more firmness than the rest, they thrust into 
' convents, scourge them, deprive them of sleep, 
' and otherways torment them, till they cither 
' conform, or find relief in the derangement of 
' their mental faculties. Id a word, there is 
' not a torment in hell they have not devised to 

* afflict this wretched people. All their cxc- 

, 7 ' crahle 
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* crable precautioos, however, could not pre- *^^^- 

* Fent many of us from escaping from their ^^^i"^ 
' fury : hut the numhers wlio take refuge with- 

* in jour territories daily increasing, we fear 
' lest we should become an incumbrance ; and 
' hence solicit that you will intercede for us- 
' and our brethren with other protestant states, 
' and generously afford us.the means of resort- 
' ing to some distant regions, where, being 
' more dispelled, we njay be less burdeosome 
' to those who shall vouchsafe to afford us an 

* asylum.' 

At two diets of the protestant cantons, held 
at Arau, in the month of October, measures were 
taken for the relief of these unhappy sufferers. 
Some thousands were dispersed throughout the 
towns and villages, especially in the Pays de 
Vaud, and supplied with food, raiment, and 
other necessaries. At a public fast-day, ordered 
on the occasion, largqsumswerecollected, which 
were appropriated, not only for supplying the 
wants of the refugees, but also, should occasion 
offer, for affording assistance to those of their 
brethren who had not been so forhmate as to 
escape the horrors of the persecution. These 
cantons also sent strong admonitions to the 
Electors of Saxony and Brandenburg, the 
Dukeof Wurtemberg, the Landgrave of Hesse 
Cassel, 



N Google 



86 THE HISTORY OF 

CH^. Casiel, and other German princes, in whose 
' territories these martyrs to their creed were 
immediately allowed to colonize, and received 
benefits adequate to their wants aiidsuiferings. 
Not content with .exterminating the protest- 
ants in his own dominions, the French king 
prevailed now also upon the Dulte of Savoy to 
renew the persecution of his evangelical sub- 
jects in the valleys of Piedmont. In the month 
of January, in the midst of the rigours of a se-' 
vere winter, and notwithstanding their own 
lowly supplications, and the intercessions of 
many states and princes, the duke issued an 
order for them immediately to evacuate his 
territories. Some of them vainly attempted to 
maintain themselves by force; and by their 
rashness irritated the.sovereign to a degree that 
proved fatal to the urgent mediatiou of the 
protestant cantous, wliose deputies appeared 
at the court of Turin towards the end of Fe- 
bruary, but were refused all their requests, eX" 
cept the Ic»ve to go among the deluded people, 
and exhort them to submission. Here also 
tbeir admonitions proved ineffectual ; the duke 
had recourse to arms; and ait were driven 
from thei^ habitations. Towards the end of 
December, the diet of Arau agreed upon a re- 
gulation for distributing these exiles in diffe- 
rent parts of tbeir territories. It was here 
agreed* 
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■agreed, that out of every hundred of Uiem, CH 
Zuric should provide for twenty-eight, Berne --^ 
forty-four, Basle thirteen, Shaffhausen nine, 
and St. GallcB six. The proportion that, ac- 
cording to this rate, the city of Zuric admitted, 
amoynted to no less than seven hundred. The 
cantons, unable to provide for the whole influx, 
negotiated with various German princes, and 
with the states-general, for adequate settle- 
ments for the numbers they could not retain, 
and received great encouragement from the 
Elector of Brandenburg, who offered consider- 
able tracts of land for colonies, and ample 
provision for their establishment." TheVau- i 
dojs, on the other ■ hand, shewed the greatest 
reluctance to remove to a region so remote and 
inclement, especially after having experienced 
the hospitality and genial temperature of the 
Helvetic dales. Some, rather than wander to 
that distance, took refuge in the palatinate, 
and the dutchy of Wurtemberg ; but many, 
yielding to the insuperable love of their coun- 
try, collected arms, and actually prepared to 

'" About this time (in November 1689) arrived in Swis- 
lerland an English agent, named Coxe, who offered to ne- 
gotiate for a supply of four tbousaud Helvetic troops : his 
■ proposal was readily accepted by the protestant cantons, 
who paid no regard to the umbrage this gave to the catho> 
Iks i but the terms offered on both sidn were iuadmiisible, 
. aai the whole plan soon proved abortive. 

4 force 
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CHAF. force their waj back to their native soil, fully. 

>mi'-y~^ deteimined to await either the compassioa of 
the relenting government, or their own 6Dal 
extermination. The cantons opposed, both hy . 
persuasion and some force, the execution of 
this extravagant t^tign, and hostilities . were 
near commencing between the parties, vvhcn, 
the French having entered the palatinate, all 
those who had fled into that country were 
driven back upon the frontiers of Swisscrland. 
These felt the extremes of misery, having for a 
time been reduced to the necessity of subsisting 
upon the wild produce of the tietd, and, half- 
naked, to seek shelter in the woods and caverns. 
The diet at Arau, seeing no other alternative, 
' but either to admit them onpe more, or to aban-. 
don them to certain perdition, preferred the 
former, on a positive promise from-the head of 
each family, that early in the next spring they 
would seek an asylum elsewfaei'e. 
i«w. The spring arrived, and no steps were taken 

for fulfilling this promise. The cantons grew 
weary of the perverseness of their guests ; and 
having supplied them with money for a distant 
journey, reconducted them to the frontiers. 
Hence, however, these unhappy sufferers im- 
mediately returned, and having once more col- 
lected arms at St. Gallen, Neuchattel, and Ge- 
neva, again prepared to force their way to their 
native 
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Dative vallej-s by diflFerent roads. A body of chap. 
fifteen hundred, moat of whom however were ^-'V*^ 
French refugees, crossed the lake of Geneva 
unobserved, proceeded to Salenche in Faucig- 
ny, and reached, without any considerable op- 
position, the summit of mount Cenis: thej 
here met with some of tlie'Piedmontese cavalry; 
but they surmounted every obstacle, and actu- 
ally arrived at Bobbio, one of their original 
seats. Here titey would infallibly have been 
crushed, had not the Duke of Savoy, about this 
time, in a war that broke out between France 
and the empire, fortuuately fortbem, abandon- 
ed the former, and sided with the latter. Being 
aware of the utility he might derive from these 
people, in repelling the attacks he had to ex- 
pect from France, he not only reinstated those 
who had thus ventured to return, but also pro- 
claimed his permission for all who had wan- 
dered to distant parts, to revisit their ancient 
habitations. Accordingly seven hundred from 
Brandenburg, and about one hundred who had 
settled in Wurtcmbcrg, met near Shaffliauseni 
and were allowed to proceed through the Rbeia- 
thal and the Grison couatry, to ChiaveDoa; 
being throughout this tract hospitably enter- 
tained, and supplied with all thiugs requisite 
for the continuation of tlieir journey. Having 
airived in their valleys, they laaud the devas- 
tutioa 
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CHAP, tation so ^eat, that they saw tbemselves com- 
L^-y'ib' pelled to Iiave once more recourse to their Hel- 
Tetian brethren and benefactors. These not 
only contributed largely towards relicvingthetr 
present want^, but obtained alsO ample supplies 
&om other powers, towards which England 
was no moderate contributor. 

This, however,, proved, like those they had 
received before, hut a temporary respite from 
persecution. Three years had scarcely elapsed 
before this devoted peopleexperiencedfresh out- 
rages, which drove many of them to their former 
1SS4. retreats among the Confederates, who, being 
aheady over^burdened with French refugees, 
thought it incumbent on them to seek every 
opportunity to exonerate themselves of at least 
a part of this oppressive load. They conferred. 
with Viscount Galloway, who, at this time, 
made some stay at Zoric on his return from his 
residence at Turin in a public character, in 
order to provide some placeof refuge^ for this ■ 
■wretched people in the British isles. He gave 
them hopes of a speedy settlement in Ireland : 
and this expectation induced the cantons to re- 
tain their guests till the intended plan could be 
1636. carried into execution. Four years after, no 
progress having been made in the proposed 
establishment, the refugees themselves, of both 
nations (now increased by upwards of three 
thousand 
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thousand fresh Vaudois emigrants) sent some chap. 
of their own ftiinisters to England, Holland, ^^-vr^ 
Brandenburg, and other protestant states, to 
solicit, in the most pressing manner, either a 
district to dwell in, or, some pecuniary relief. 
In the spring of the following year, great num j less. 
bers, having received considerable supplies 
from the cantons, actually departed, and dis- 
persed themseh'es in various parts of Wurtem- 
berg, Hessia, Brandenburg, Luneburg, Hol- 
stein, and otber cojfntries, where colonies ore 
still extant, which retain thtir language, their 
habits, their peculiar pastors, and form of wor- 
ship, and have no ways assimilated with the 
natives. Of the sums which these visitors have 
cost the protestant cantons, during tiie many 
years they were their principal supporters, 
some conjecture may be formed from the public 
accounts of the city of Zuric, from wliich it 
appears, that above four hundred thousand 
florins had been supplied by this^ single state 
from the public funds; the private contribu- 
tions, of which no estimate can be made, being 
besides known to have extended to an amount ' 
by no means inconsiderable. 

On the death of John Lewis Duke, (who, siicc™o« 
having entered into holy orders, was likewise chatwt 
called the Abb^) of Longueville, the princi- 
pality of Neuchattel, which near two centuries leat. 
before 
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CHAP, before bad devolved bis family by marriage, 
. wa;8 claimed by his sister the dutchess, more 
usually known by the name of Madame de Ne- 
mours. Her title was indeed contested by the 
Prince of Contij who produced a will of the de- 
ceased abb^ ; and even by William the Third 
of England, as representative of the bouse of 
Chalons, formerly the lords paramount of that 
province ; but both these claimants, and espe- 
cially the French king, who warmly supported 
the title of Conti, were at length, in a great 
measure, through the vigorous exertions of the 
' Swiss cantons, brought to yield to the award of 
the states of the country, who decided in favour 
of the dutchess. On her demise however 
without issue, the contest for the succession be- 
came much more violent and intricate ; no less 
than thirteen pretenders of the house of Cha- 
lons, Nassau Orange, and Longueville ; and 
even the canton of Uri, which bad never ac- 
ceded to the surrender of this province for- 
merly made by the other cantons to the, first 
s'overeign of the house of Longueville, entered 
the lists for the inheritance. The question 
was once more referred to the states ; and 
these, after having established a code for the 
administration oftheir country, decided in fa- 
vour of the King of Prussia, as representative 
of the princes of Nassau Orange^ and ultimately 
of 
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of the house of Chalons. This award was so- chap. 
leiDoIy confirmed at the peace of Utrecht. >..*-^i^ 



8. War of Tockenburg. 

The bold and hardy race inhabiting the Trepan. 
long and narrow valleys at the head of theThur, deaa. 
had from time immemorial acknowledged the 
supreme authority of a succession of counts^ 
irom whom they repeatedly obtained franchises, 
which, probably, considering their own enei^y, 
and their situation among free-minded neigh- 
bours, could not easily be withheld from them. 
Count Donatus conferred on them a charter of (1399.} 
Hbcrties," which he bound all his successors to 
confirm before they could claim the homage of 
their subjects. But none was so munificent 
as Count Frederick, the last male of that an- 
cient race; who, regardless of the interests of 
the several competitors, who he knew would, 
aft«;r his demise, raise a warm contest for his 
succession, added to the many prerogatives al- 
ready possessed by the people, new privileges, 
^vhich collectively bordered upon independ- 
ence. Among these, none had a greater ten- 
dency towards their absolute emancipation, than 
his authorizing them to form alliances with the 
Cantons of Schwitz and Claris : and in fact, 
soon after his demise, which was followed by 
the 
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'CHAP, the severe conflict that led to the war of Zuric^* 
vx-v-o^ they entered into a close union Tvith those two 
(1^0 1 cantons, which has suhsisted to our days, and 
has often been the means of restraining the ar- 
bitrary attempts of their subsequent lords. 
The two barons, Hildebrand and Petennan de 
Raron, to whom the widow of Count Frederick' 
had ceded her dubious right to the succession, 
granted to the principal districts of this coun- 
try four additional charters, enlai^i^ and con- 
firming their municipal privileges, which they 
continued to enjoy without interruption a» 
long as their territory remained in the inde- 
pendence of that family. This period, unhap- 
pily, was not of long duration ; the abovemen- 
tioned Peterman having, on bis succeeding to 
the whole county by the death of his brother, 
and being himself without male issue, listened 
to the offers of Ulric Abbot of St. Galten for 
(1468,) the purchase of the province, and actually ac- 
cepted for the same the .sum of fourteen thou- 
sand five hundred florins, reserving to the people 
all the rights and immunities irrevocably grant- 
ed them by their former sovereigns. The suc- 
cessors of this abbot have ever since retained the 
possession of this county, until the invasion we 
have witnessed put a. period to all property. 
piric, who bore with impatience the : re- 
** Sec Book H. cbap. 2. 
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Btraiats laid upon him by the ample immunities ^^^' , 
of the people, neglected no opportuoitj that ' 
afforded, or that he could create, for abridging 
them ; and with this view he, in his prelatic as 
well as secular capacity, demanded and obtain- 
ed ao alliance with Schwitz and Glaris, the 
terms of which were not altogether consktent 
with the previous union between those cantons ' 
and the Tockenburghers. Subsequent abbots 
pursued the same course, and the cantons 
shewing a manifest partiality in favour of the 
abbot, from whom they derived greater advan- 
tages than firom the people, tbe latter found 
themselves, at first by slow and imperceptible 
degrees, and afterwards openly and avowedly, 
stripped of most of the rights and exemptions, 
to which they knew they had an unquestion- 
able claim. 

Soon - after came the Reformation, which 
made a rapid progress ia the valley of Tocken- 
burg, and afforded to the abbot frequent and 
specious pretences for laying new restraints 
upon the |>eople ; the plea of counteracting 
heresy being, by him and his advisers, consider- 
ed as an ample justification of every harsh pro- 
ceeding. Frequent appeals were made to the 
two cantons, which, by virtue of the double 
union, were arbitrators in all cases of dispute; 
but the cause of orthodoxy was so prevalent i» 
those 
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CHAP, those cantons, that the protestants of the valley* 
o»"v^ could seldom obtain the redress to which im- 
partial men thought them entitled. In one of 
those appeals the abbot ventured to call the 
people his slaves, and was not censured bj the 
arbitrators : he soon after industriously availed 
himself of the religious animosities of the people 
to establish his own courts of judicature, from 
which he would no longer suffer an appeal; 

0*3*) and having succeeded in this, he appropriated 
all fines to his own use, and assumed the right, 
which had been formally granted to the people, 
of naming the magistrates. Few protestants 
afler this, it may be imagined, were admitted 

<i5ts.) to stations of any pre-eminence. He was next - 
induced to seize on all ecclesiastical prefer- 
ments, and claimed the right of administering 
all church revenues: and after having long 
exercised an almost absolute sway in civil mat- 

(•«"■) ters, he at length also assumed the right of re- 
gulating all military affairs. 

These gradual encroachments, and the su- 
pineness of Schwitz and Glaris, did not eseape 
the notice of the protestant cantons; and Z uric 
in particular, having been apprised of the griev- 
ances sustained by their brethren in the adja- 
cent valleys, and claiming the right gi\ en them 
by the confederacy (of which the abbot and his 
territories were members) of interfering in mat- 
ter* 
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ters that related to the hodj at large,- and espe- cha,P. 
eiallj to religious toleratioHj moved ia a diet, <..r-v-^>^ 
that deputies should be sent to intercede in ('S340' 
iavourofthe insulted people. This measure 
having proved ineSectual, a second deputation C^^^) 
was sent, after a long interval, but with no bet- 
ter success ; and towards the end of the cen- 
tury, the abbot found means to establish a des- 
potism which proved equally galling to his in- 
jured subjects of both persuasions. Both loud- 
ly complained, and now saw themselves jointly 
reduced to the desperate alternative of either 
recurring to the dangerous expedient of resist- 
ance, or of being oppressed under an ignomi- 
nious yoke. Having resolved to seek redress, 
their first step was a legal appeal to the two 
allied cantons, before whom they laid their 
grievances, and ample evidence of the truth of 
their allegations. The canton of Schwitz noai 
made an award which, in the main, proved un- ■ 
favourable to the plaintiiFs ; but Claris came 
to a determination to afford relief to the op- 
pressed, and for this purpose to call upon all 
parties to renew the ancient compacts, and 
thereby restore all former privileges, and re- 
move every cause of future complaint, Schwitz 
at length yielded to, the forcible arguigei.ts of 
Glaris; and a day was appointed for the re- 
newal and solemn confirmation of the general 
VOL. 111. H unioQ. 
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CHAP, union. The abbot°' not only rejected ffte offer, 
' butj when the deputies of the cantons came to 
the valley of Tockenburg to attend the solem- 
nity, th^y were even impeded by his officers^ 
and every obstacle was raised against the in> 
tended pacification. Finding that the two 
cantons would not desist from their purpose, 
he made an appeal to the Helvetic law ofarbi- 
tration. Not meeting here with the counte- 
nance he expected, he forfeited his allegiance 
to the confederacy by entering into a defensive 
treaty with the Emperor Leopold the First, as 
Archduke of Austria, in which he claimed the 
right of calling foreign troops into the country. 
The contest now involved many parties, who 
all became equally violent and tenacious ; and 
a long series of fruitless conferences, diets, ap- 
peals, and arbitrations, continued for some 
years to agitate the people's minds, and to im- 
pel them to a degree of acrimony, which, since 
religion had been introduced as one of tha 
principal incentives, it was manifest would 
never be allayed without cornpulsive, and no- 
doubt sanguinary means. Even the admission 
of the Gregorian calendar, which the catholic* 
of Tockenburg had adopted, but the protest- 
ants rejected with abhorrence, becfime a cause 

'^ Leodigar Burgisser of Lucern, wlio succeoded to ttar 
abbey aniK> 161)6. 

of 
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of additional enmity and raDcour. England,^ chap. 
Holland, Prussia, Hanover, and Hessia, tender- •..^-y<mf 
td their friendly offices towards allaying the 
storm; and above all things, reprobated th€ 
armed interference; of Austria in the affairs of 
the confederacy, as militating stgainst the ex- 
press stipulations of the peace of Westphalia : 
but their benevolent purposes were likewise^de- 
feated by the stubborn inveteracy of the parties. 
The abbot now ventured to stigmatize his op- 1701^ 
poncDts in the valley with the opprobrious ap- ' 
pellation of rebels^ and thus gave the signal for 
open hostilities. 

About Ettster in the succeeding year, the HoMiiftie* 
magistrates of Zuric, who, more earnestly than 
the other Helvetic governments, espoused the 
cause of the protestants in this contiguous pro- 
vince, ordenl some forces to approach the fron- 
tiers. The abbot, on the other hand, in defi- 
ance of the chartered privileges of the country, 
lent troops into the castles, and supplied them 
with ammunition and provisions. These troops 
he had, on an urgent remonstrance, agreed to 
withdraw ; but delaying tlie execution of his 
promise, the people, early in the next year, col- 
lected in numbers, and entered some of the i7i». 
castles with an armed force. At Schwarzen- 

" Stanyan was at this time Britith minister in Swlsser- 
hai. 

., fl 2 bach 
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CHAP, bacli and Lutispurg they met with no oppoai' 
^.^-Y-^ lion ; but at Yberg they had to encounter the 

resistance of an Amazon, the wife of the bailiflf^ • 
who drew out the garrison, and made a stand, 
in which three of the assailants were danger- 
ously wounded. The attack however suc- 
ceeded ; ftnd the heroine, with her husband, who 
in his trepidation had not half-dressed himself^ 
and the garrison, was led beyond the frontiers, 
and dismissed. Tlie insurgents likewise took 
possession of two convents, and secured the 
passes : but anarchy and confusion in the mean 
time prevailed throughout -the valleys; one 
community took up arms against the other ; in 
some the people were at variance with the ma- 
gistrates ; but most of them renounced their 
allegiance to the abbot. The protestant can- 
tons meanwhile declared, that unless the pre- 
late renounced bis alliance with Austria, their 
deputies should no longer sit at a diet with bis 
representatives. 

Berne and Zuric, who were by many pre- 
vious compacts, and now by the express requi- 
sition of the protestants of Tockenburg, called 
upon to. interpose in this contest, seeing that an 
appeal to the sword would be inevitable, made 
serious preparations for war. Lucern, Ztig, 
Uri, Schwitz, and Uuderwalden, on the other 
\xnpAf wbo had an equal right .to interfere, de- 
clared. 
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clared their iotention to support the catholics^ chap, 
and likewise summoned their military force. i-*'-r'^-' 
John Ulric Nabholz, a citizen of Zuric/ who 
had been repeatedly employed by his govern- 
ment in tlw fruitless negotiations that had pre- 
ceded this open rupture, appeared now at the 
head of some forces, and being aided by Poesch 
and Rudlinger, two of the proteslant dema- 
gogues in the valleys, took possession of tlie 
monasteries of St. Johnand Magdenau^ which, 
t)y their situation, commanded » great part of 
the country : they likewise secured many other 

. passes and strong-holds, bf oke down the bridges 
that might facilitate a surprise, and in a short 
jtime became masters of the whole valley, 
JVIany friends of the abbot having withdrawn 
themselves ; their families ( so far from being 
insulted by tJie new possessors ) were immedi- 
ately sent after them unmolested ; and the ca- 
tholics themselves, who staid behind, have freely 
■ acknowledged, that not a church or an image 
had been violated, net a religious votary' in- 
sultedj and that in no iuetance was the service 
of the Romish church impeded by the troops of 
2iuric. Their testimony concerning the Tock- 

i ^enburghers was by no means so favourabje. 

The catholii: cantonsj on the other handi 

;Sent forces to occupy tho towns of Baden, 

Preragarten, aiid the whole of th? free baili- 

wjcke, 
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CHAP, wifki, chiefly with a view to prevent the jun«- 
I tioii of the troops of Berne and Zuric ; and 
thus were the horrors of civil war at once spread 
throughout the country. ' The abbot also ga-f 
thered all the forces he could command in hid 
peculiar territory," and his dependencies in the 
Thurgau and Rheinthal, which, amounting to 
some thousands, entered the town of Wyl j 
while all the valuable efiects of the abbey were 
conveyed across the lake o^ Constance to Lin* 
dau, to which place the prelate himself, aii'd 
his monks, soon afler fled for refu^'e. On 
the sixteenth of May the troops of Berne and 
Zuric advanced before Wyl, and raised batte- 
ries against its walls ; but the garrison made so 
feeble a resistance, that after a short cannoaade 
and bombardment, the place was on the twenty- 
flecond found wholly evacuated. The besiegers 
Iiaviog stationed one thousand men inthecon* 
quered town, advanced towards St. Gallen, re-p 
duccd the abbey and its territory, and pene- 
trated as far as Rosbach on the lake of Con- 
stance, where they likewise established a gar- 
rison, 

Having achieved this enterprise, the two 
cantons next directed their arms against the 
ipvadei's of Baden and the free bailiwicks, 

>■ ysnall; called tbe Old District. 

. Brcmgarten 
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Bremgarten surrendered after a severe conflict, chap. 
maintained by the troops of Zuric ; and here a v^-v-^ 
body of Berners having joined these troops, the 
leadei^ resolved upon and planned the attack of 
Baden. On thetwenty-niutb of May the Zu- 
richsJTs entered the village of Wettingen, and 
were, though vtithouf effect, cannonaded from 
the castle of Baden : on the next day, four 
thousand men, with forty pieces of cannon and 
ibur mortars, invested the town ; and two days 
i^'t£r the garrison made a vigorous sally, which 
however was repulsed without much loss on 
either side. The besiegers after thi? kept up 
so brisk a fire, that many bouses, towers, and 
churches, were damaged, and a wide breach 
was opened in the walls of the castle. The 
Berners, who bad advanced through MeUingen 
a»d Wiadisfa, arrived now at the opposite side 
9f the town, six thousand in nimiber, with 
twenty cannon, and several mortals and howit- 
zers. The garrison on their approach immedi- 
ately ceased firing, and offered terms of capitu- 
lation : bi3it the besiegers having received fresh 
supplies of artillery and ammunition, and 
■ amot^ other articles, the necessary implements 
for firing red-hot balls, demanded a surrender 
ftt discretion. This was soon agreed to j and 
the forces of the five catholic cantons, com- 
manded by Crivclli of Uri, were suffered to 
-> , withdraw 
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CHAP, withdraw, whilst all the burghers and people of 

s-*-v^ the district W;^re disarmed. 

^^'^ The eiiijieror raeanwiiile, at a diet at Ratis^ 
bonne, fDrnriUy arraigned llie proceedings of 
i lie two proic'itant cantons respecting the ab- 
bey, which he represented as a feudal depend- 
ence of the empire j and obtained a decree," 
censuring tlicir coiid;:ct, and authorising the 
empeior to tak;^ eiTcclual measures towards 
reinstating (hi; al'bot in his dominions. The 
cantons answered with liramess, appealing to 
the peace of '(Westphalia for the absolute inde- 
pendence of every member of the confederacy, 
and stating the compacts which had autl:orizcd 
tb?m to interfere iu the quarrel between the 
a'.ibot and his subjects. A long series of aur- 
swers, rejoinders, projects, and connterprojects, 
were upou this reciprocally exchanged. Seve- 
ral powers oiiered their oiediatioa ; but all to 
no effect. Considerable bodies of Imperial aud 
French troops approached the frontiers : the 
pi)f.e and se%eral cardinals supplied money to 
t.ii: catholic Confederates, for whose eiicces* 
public prayers wereoticred up at Rome; NybUe 
Eiki^iand, Holland, Prus^sia, Hessia, and other 
Oeiuian princes, openly avowed their disap-: 
prob.ttion of the interference of the empire in 
^he domestic concerns of the confederacy. 

^ Dated June 30^ 17/2. 

During 
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'During several weeks of tedious negotiation, '^^^■ 
ihe greatest (MflicuHies aro^e from the fiVe ca- «-*-»-*■' 
tbolic caiton'!, who obsti!;ately refused to relin- 
quish their s^hare inthei^overeigntyof Bi^enand 
the free bailiwicks, of which the two protestant 
cantons now insisted upon retaining Ihe sole 
property. Two of the former, however, Lucern 
and Uri, were at length brought to acquiesce 
in this important, sacritire; and upon terms 
that were reprobated by their three associate 
rawtons, they, on the eighteenth of July, signed, 
a separate pacification. 

'This paciSeatioh lasted one day. The peiple Frwh 
-of the three hostile cantons met in great num- 
bers, and in a tumultuary manner demanded to 
be led agdnst the heretics; and the contagion 
spreading around them, the alarm hell* rung 
throughout Lnicern and Uri on the tiirieteeiith ; 
•*nd the burghers and peasants, at the instiga- 
tion, as has been posiiively as'-erted by the 
Spanish envoy, of the pope's aiincio afid the 
■ clergy, resumed their arms, and once more 
, took the field On (he twentieth, a hodv nf 
between five and six thousand men of the five 
cantons, under the command of Ackerman, a 
magistrate of Undervvahlcti, crossed the Reusa 
at Gyslikon, and advanced wiih speed along 
tliat river, with a view to surprise a detaelnnsat 
pf twelve hundred Beroers, v/aj Wi.Te posts J at 
Siy.?. 
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CHAR Sins. The piiest of this place, having agreed 
) to betiay tbe* heretics, entertained their officefs 
at a meal, and persuaded them that tliere was 
not tiie least cause for apprehension. Id tbi» 
state of security, they learned suddenly tht^ 
the enemy bad entered the village, and actually 
surrounded tliem. Unable to form any plan 
of defence, some forced their way through the 
midst of the enemy, while the greatest, number 
took shelter in the church, and behind the walls 
of the burying-ground. Being soon aMer 
driven into the belfry, the catholics collected 
great hea:ps of wet straw at the foot of the 
steeple, and setting it od fire, oceaaoBod, a 
smoke, which suffocated many of the ItorneFp* 
induced others to throw tliemselves headloajg 
into the road, and compelled the remaind^ to 
siMTender at discretion. The rest of the pr^- 
testant army (those of Zuric having ineirnfid 
much blame for not having advanced tp the 
relief of the party at Sins ) retired before the 
triumphant foe, and took post near Villemefx 
gen. 

On the twenty-second, a body of Schwit?ent 
attacked the intrenchments thrown up by the 
Zurichers near the lake of Hutten, and along 
the Sil ; but were repulsed with eonsideiahta 
loss. On many of those who had been slain on 
this occasion, were found consecrated scrolls, 
i witl* 
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wiA numbers upon them, denotiog^ how many* ^^^J)f- 
of the heretics the bearers would infallibly de- '-"-v^ 
$ttoy. The catholic armj on the Reuss mean" 
while advanced toWaixiB Viiremcrgen, where 
the joint forces of Berne and Zurtc occupied a 
post of considerable length. Here, on theBatcierf 
twenty-fifth, an obstinate and bloody battle took gen. 
place, which, after seven hours of various and 
alternate success, terminated at length in fa- 
vour of the protestants. Their afrmy did not 
exceed eight thousand fn number. Most of 
iheir principal leaders having been wounded 
and led from the field, the treasurer Frisbing, a 
veteran seventy-four years of age, took the com- 
mand, exclaiming, 'Courage, my friends! X 
* am your f^ither : forsake me lOt, and be as- 
^ sured that I shall not abandon you : let u« 
'live and di* together.'. The catholic army, 
upwards of twelve thousand in number, Jost 
two thousand men, ttree superior of&ters, five 
capuchin friars, and several colours, cannon, aud 
ammunition wui^ils. Two huadred mf;a 
were taken prisoners it Villfcmergi^n, and tiireB 
hundred at Muri. Tiie Lncerueis were so ex- 
asperaieJ, thit whenever, during tlie miction, a 
cannon missed its aim, thet' immediately mur- 
dered the connonier. TUe B^rneis pciietiaLiid 
now, without opposition, into the c.iii!o.i» of 
l/ucwn add Uuderwahiea: they spoiled the 
lands. 
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CHAP, lands, and seized the cattle ; and saw manifest 

v>7y-^ symptoms that the dismayed JnhabitLints were 
earnestly soticitotis for a speedy reconciliation.^ 

AKnnpu The Tockenburghers had no sooner tasted 

Tociwn- the sweets of emancipation from the oppressive 
sway of their arbitrary despot, than they ex- 
tended their views beyond what they had ever 
aspired to, and aimed at absolute independence. 
They listened to the insinuations of their de- 
magogues, particularly of Rudlinger, who had 
now become the rival and calumniator of Nab- 
holz, and endeavoured to supplant this expe- 
rienced leader, who had long enjoyed the 
esteem and confidence of his superiors. Tliej', 
of their own authority, planned an expedition t» 
Uznacb, and into the Gaster; and without con- 
sulting their deliverers, named Kucnz, a soldier 
xif fortune, to the command. Zuric, however, 
had about the same time resolved ta carry their 
arms, jointly with thost of Tockcnhurg, te 
-Rapperswyl and the abovenamed districts, and 
■had appointed Nabholz to execute the project; 
but this commander met with such opposition 
-and chicane from the Tockenburghers, that he 
suffered Knenz tolead-their troops, still follow^- 
ing the march, in order, if possible, to contri- 
bute by his advice to the success of the expedi^ 
' tion. They were too tardy in their progress, 
ihe town of Uznacl; having surrendered to ,a 
detacliment 
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detachment from Zuric before their approach, chap. 
Thsy were allowed however to occupy the ^^-r-*' 
Gaster, while the Zurichers returned to joiu 
their, countrymen before Rapperswyl. The 
burghers of this town, who had for some time 
been dissatisfied with their rulers, sent away 
the garrison Uri had given them, and surren- 
dered, on condition of retaining the free exer- 
cise of their religion, their convents, tticir pro- 
perty, their former compacts, and other valu- 
able privileges. 

The five catholic cantons being now satiated p»cJfi»- 
with disasters, agreed to a general diet at Aran, m^^ 
where, after much debate, the_y resolved on the 
-third, ninth, and lastly Uie eleventh of August, 
to accede to the late treaty of the eighteenth of ■ 
July, and yield up their co-sovereignty to the 
, joint bailiwicks; and moreover declared, that 
they would not only withhold all further aid 
from the Abbot of S(, Gallcn, but also use their 
best endeavours to incline him to pacific seoti- 
ments. 

Troops of the two protestant cantons, mean- 
while, occupied the territories of the abbot; 
but these cantons, in order to prove their rea- 
diness to come to a final accommodation with 
- the prelate, and to remove all cause ofsuspicioii, 
ordered them to be eviicuated> leaving only a 
few civil officers for the administration of 
tbo 
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*^^P- the rcTenuc, and the immediate concerns of'go-" 
vemmeut. The abbot however declined re- 
peated offerathatwere made him, alleging that, 
as a vassal of the empire, he could not enter 
into a negotiation without the concurrence of 
his supreme lord. The cantons, on the other 
hand, positively rejected every interference- of 
foreign powers. The Tockenburghers at the 
samti time, who had now fallen a prey to fac- 
tion and all manner of insubordination, threw 
additional obstacles in the way of a pacification, 
by the extravagance of their demands ; and to" 
adjust all diiferences, and satisfy all preten^imii, 
seemed next to an im|)ossibility. 

Notwithstanding all these obstacles, a con- 
gress was held at Roshach, where terms were 
drawn up, wbich appearedadmissible to all the 
parties except the abbot, who still persisted in 
his appeal to the empire. Another congress 
was held at Baden, where, afler a profusion of 
debate, nothing was effected : and things cori- 
tinued, in the fifth year after the peace of Arau, 
in this unsettled state, when Berne, weary alike 
of the long protracted discord and desultory 
warfare, and of the irksome prolixity of fruitlesa 
negotiation, resolved, without the concurrence- 
of Zuric, where the minds of the people were 
not so peaceably imlined, to come to a linal ac- 
commodation. The a'ubot also seeing himself 
feebly 
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feebly supported by the emperor, and loth to chap. 
encounter any longer the dietresscs of a tedious '.^-v^ 
exite, Wit a willing ear to the offers that were 
OBce more made bim : and matters were draw- 
ing to a eonclusien, wlien tbe prelate, after a 
long life of trouble and disappointed ambition, i'"- 
ended bis days at Ravensbui^, regretted by few 
except tkoie who looked to him for emolu- 
ment- 
He was succeeded by Joseph Rudolphi, a 
native of Carinthia, who, fortunately for the 
reduced state of the abbey, was of a pacific dis- 
position. A congress which had been cooTcned mi Badtm, 
at Baden, proceeded in its deliberations ; and 
at length, notwithstanding some opposition on 
the part of Zuric, and the loud remonstrances 
of the Tockenbuighersj the treaty of peice be- 
tween the abbo!, Berne, and Zuric, was finally 17^ 
concluded, and on the fifteenth of June, pub- 
licly ratified by all the parties concerned. The , 
articles, no less than eighty-three in number, 
related chiefly to the aclrainistration of the 
county of Tocki?nburg, which, on this occasion, 
was confirmed io the enjoyment of .many va- 
luable privileges. Thus ended a war, com- 
menced upon slight pretences; but Ihetermi- 
nation of >vhich was the last gradual step to- 
wards the final settiemejit of the Helvetic con- 
~ 7 stitution. 



NGooglf 



113 THE HISTORt OT 

CHAP, sfitotion, of which an outline will be attempted 
' in the ensuing chapter.'* 

^The treaty of Arau is given at length in Lamberty's 
Memoirs, t. vii. p. 640. Prof. Meister roust have felt much 
gratification in relating, in the form of a diary, the most mi- 
nute events of this contest, in which his countrymen of 
Zuric acted a conspicuous part, since he has bestowed upon 
it no less than three hundred and fii^y pages of hi; second 
volume. Zurlauben, in his Hist. Militaire de la Suisse, 
vol. vii, hasdescribed the principal events of this wai in tbs 
maoner most iavourabk to the catholics. 
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■■"' '■'" ■ ■'■■ '• '■' Chap. 

( i' -Ml ■-■ ■ ■ ■ '"''■ 

, 'i . Chap, viit 

Statistical ^ieivpfthc Helvetic Confed&racgt 

IThas dlrttfdy been hinted,' but it is an ob" 
snration so pregnant with Sftlutarj inferences, 
tiiat it may well bear a repetition imder a diP ■ 
ferent aspect, that few> if any, of the forms of 
gowmment which have bad any permanency^ 
and whitib cduld boast of the advantages of 
civil liberty/ have ever spFUi^ from a set of 
theoretical rules or maxins^ digested method!-' . 
callyby a single, or perhaps by a numerous body 
«f dt^^atical legislators ; but that they have 
in general arisen from a long series ofexperi-^ 
inests and practical observations, and acquired 
tlmr consistency from the occasiooat remedies 
applied to exigencies, as they Occurred in the 
eoUrseof'progressiveeventsj Thushave none 
•f the polities framed by Solon; Lycurgus,^ the 
adveuturpus Cromwell, and the no less pre* 
tumptuous r^icides of our days^ had any dura' 

' See Vol, I. p*3.0S. 

* The Spartan ppUty mar be <i«niedin exception; but 
Men this continuad'but a itvt centuries after ihe death o£ 
the author. 

iroi. JH. I tioii^ 
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CHAP, tion, or scarcely survived tbeir original fbim- 
wf-y-oi^ ders ; nor have the admired syBtems of Plato, 
More, Harrington, and many other speculative 
tlieorists, who have laboured in this field of in- 
vestigation (and some of them with mack'a^a- 
city and Visdom ) been ever reduced into useful 
practice. When, on fhe other baodj we con- 
template the Roman republic, and tbe British 
empire, and the ^adual perfection each kc- 
quired through a series of years,. ace«rding as 
experience pointed out the remedie» to h« ap- 
plied to defects, ^unst which abstract wisdom 
could net originally provide, we shall be equal- 
ly struck with the contrast, and be cmnpelledi 
to acknowledge that a good political. cotutitu" 
tioQ, necessarily comprising a multitude -of 're- 
mote and intricate combinations, it n«t the 
work of a day, or of one man or set of men. 

The Helvetic confederacy is another inttancft . 
of this progressive, and at the same time, un" 
premeditated t^odency towards perfection. 
Tin Swiss cannot boast of any legidator. : Re- 
solutely bent on preserving the independence 
for which they had incessantly stni^^ firdm 
the very b^nnii^ of tlieii existence, justice 
was the corner stone on which they erected 
their political fabric. Without any refined 
maxims, or' complicated set of rules, they 'fol- 
' lowed the bent of their honest hearts -^ and by 

7 the 
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the gradual improvements of more tbftii three ghapi 
ceDturie9> at length completed a constitution, s^-ym/ 
^hich while it afforded much biatter of censure 
to acute theorists^ \^is ftfoductive of the hap- 
piest consequences, in securing the lives and 
properties of individuala, ind the honoiif and 
prosperitj of the nation it larger ' This con- 
federacy.' says an intelligent andwell-iofimned 
^vriter, ' may be veil compared to (hose huge 
' monumepts, vhich have been raised in bar- 
' barpus ages, by the mere 'efforts of strength, 
' and without any rules of accurate proportion: 
' they strike the eye, by the boldneds of the en-' 
' terprise, and their sublime rusticity ; but their 
' solidity and magoificaice are rather the effect 
' of an artless accumulation of masses, than of- 
' an exact symmetry, or adaptation of parts. 
' Thus the onion of the Helvetic Etate» dependt 
' fax more upon the f ude combination of the 
' internal parts, and the nature snd fortunate 
' situation of their county, than upon mc» 
' estimates of their proportionate equilibrium, 
' or an elaborate system of political theorems ; - 
' and to this probably will it be indebted, &i l^ 
* permanency/ * , 

The period at wUch this constitution may 
he said to have attained its highest degree of 
perfQctioB was, no doubt, when, at the late 

* Diet. d« la Sttiwe, t. i. p. 79- ' 

i 3 peaces 
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adjustedj all just causes of complaiot were re- 
moved, and a general oblivion of all past differ- 
ences solemnly decreed ; insomuch that tiiis 
treaty has not improperly been denominated 
thepragfiKlfur satiction of Helvetia. This pekiod 
therefow, which presents the confederacy in 
the state'in which k approached nearest to its 
maturity^ knay justly be considered as the most 
[H'oper for & general survey of its constituent 
part9> and an investigation of the principles t»a 
which tiie a^fegate was connected, end pro- 
duced its salutary eflfeets. We shall accord- 
ingVy'-attcmpt a delineation of the outlines of 
^is cwlkfctHution, which displays a greater va- 
riety of Complicated, and yet free and effective 
goTcrnlmdnts, than has perhaps been ever ex- 
hibited- within so small a compass. 
' Its state having been tiearly permanent from 
this period te the fatal 'day immediately pre- 
ceding- 1^ last revoltition^ it may not be impro- 
per H> adopt the most ' modern statements, 
rwhicb, being more auUientie and circumstan- 
tial tbut the preceding'acCounts, will, we trust, 
prove more satisfactory to the reader, whose 
obiect is ^curate information. 

■We hope to conciliate both brevity and per- 
spicuity, by. coUccUng all the facts which caii 
if 
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be reduced under general heads, into the follow- chap. 
ing summary tables. u^'-v-w 



I. THE CANTONS. 





sr 


won. 


Con- 
dng.of 
roop.. 


Fortnof 
men . 


Religion. 


unme^ 


I. Zuric . . 


676 


IJSjOOO 


1,400 


Aristo-de; 


["roteiiaiit 


Gennan 


a. Beme . - 


3,840 


374fl00 


2fi00 


Arutocratic 


?rotestanl 


Oennanaiif 


ni. Lucern - 


544 


lOOflOl 


1,800 


Arktocralic 


CathoUc 


German 


lV..:Uri - - 


-550 


26pO( 


400 


Democratic 


Catholic 




V. Schwiu - 

VH. Zug - - 
VIlLGUra - . 


SS6 
179 

JOB 
33e 


aapoo 

23,500 
20AX> 
16^00 


600 

400 
400 


DemDcratic 
Democratic 
Denocratic 


Catholic 
Catholic 
Catholic 
Mixed 


Germaa 
Gentian 
Germaa 
German 


IX. Bade - - 


160 


iOfioo 


400 




Protestant 


Qennan 


X, Friburg. •, 
XL Soleure - 


SS: 


ISflOO 

*5flO0 


aoo 

600 


AriMocratic 


Catholic 

Catluilic 


Gennan and 
FreKch 

German 


Xlt. Shaffhausen 


laa 


: SOflOO 






ProKWant 


Germaa 


XlILAppeozel 


256 


SlflOO 


600 


Democratic 


Miied 


Gennan 


Total.. 


7^5 


396^ 


9,600 





* The greatest part of the materia]} for campiling these 
tables have been collected from Durand's Staliitique.^le- 
roentaire de la Suisse. The measures of extent^ which in 
foreign authors are generaJlj- given in German RiiW. fifteen 
w a degree, are here reduced to geographical milea-, sixty 
to a d'giw 
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II. THE SUBJECT BAILIWICKS. 

AIJ- UNDER A MONARCHICAL FORM OF GOVERNMENT, 





t 


^r- 


Con. 
^ing. of 
U^ps. 


Severagnt- 


Reliron. 


Language. 


l.Thurgaa . . 


366 


eojooo 


600 


Vlll,01d 
CanEoni 


MUed 


UenMa 


S.'Rh«iithal ■ 


84 


ISjOOO 


SqO 


Pino and 
App«o»eI 


Mixed 


Qerinan 


aSargaa* - . 


148 


12,000 


300 


"J.^ «■- 


German , 


4. Gaster - • "} 
3.Vir.nicii - (. 


I4S 


9flCO 


- 


Schwusand 

GUrii 


Catholfc 


Geman 


fl 


SPOO 


- 


Zuric 3nd 
Beme 


Catholic 


Geraun 


8.B«len . • 


138 


»4flOO 


SCO 


ZuricBeme, 
MdGUm 


Mixfd 


Germu. 


e. The upper ) 
fret Bailiwicks ( 








if HL Old 
Cantons 


Catholic 


German 


JO. The lower f 


w 


SOiOOO 


300 


ZaricBeme, 
and Claris 


Catholic 


German 


HMdlingen 


■- 


5^000 


- 


ZuricBeme 
Md Claris 


CathoUc 


Gennan 


IS. Scbw^xea-' 














ItMont - 

lS.Gniucm 

16. Orbe and 

EcbaUeni 










CMhelif: 


German 


1» 


40^300 




Bfmeuid 

Friburg 


Proteaiaiit 
Mixed 


CeTO.&Fr, 
Germ.&rr. 

Freuch 


|7.BeUu.««a 








Uri,S<|iw!ti 






18. Riviera, or 

Polet,e - . 

19.V>dd;Bl«o«.. 


ito 


sspoc 


^ 


and Under- 
walden 


Catholic 


Italt^ 


sa Lugano - - 


SOJ 


53,000 


ss? 








21. Locarao - 
a2.VJMaKia 
S3.Mendri««i - 


363 
158 


soyooa 

94/K>0 
16^000 


100 r 


App^^* 


Catholic 


[taliau 


Touh. 


i;.3I 


344,000 


2,400 
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ni. CONFEDERATED STATES. 





x; 


P^H- 


Con- 
ting, of 

troop., 


Form of 

Go*ern. 
ment. 


Religion. 


Language. 


i 


1. The Abbey of 
St.CaUen - - 
.. Ahe Landthafii 
i. Toclienlturg. 

3. The City of St. 7 

3. The town and 

territory of 

BieiuK ' - .< 
* Mulh»D(en' - 


124 
144 


45JOO0 
16fXK 

8J00 

SfiCO 

SflOO 


iiooo 

900 


Monarchic 

Monarchy 

Aritto^di- 


CilhoUc 
Mind 

Protestadt 


Germant 

CerniM 

German , 





I. The Gmon l 


it,3W 


isopoo 


- 


Democratic 


Mlied 


Romanih 




Their subject 7, 
3.TbeVaa»it - - 


960 
l^SO 


100J300 
100,000 


: 


Monarchic 

IDiz.Arlau. 


Catholic 
Catholic 


Italian 
French & 


Valengin - -J 
4. Geneva . - . 


240 
8« 


40,500 
34AW 


- 


Uono^Tii- 


Proleitani 
Protescaut 


French & 
French 




5. Part of the T 
Bithoprick of f 
Basle allied to t 
the Cantons J 


lOG 


a4floo 


- 


Mono-aris- 


Praietunt 


French 





38 


4,500 
1,000 


_ 


Monarchic. 


Catholic 
Catholic 


Cennan 

German 


= "=! ToaU 


5.46a 


5fiH,«00 


1,40<J 




Touls in the whole 
Confederacv. 


15,14.5 


1^7,300 


1.9.400 





^Tbutownwas but partiallj' admitted tothegcneraldis'a. Seevol.iii p. JO. 

in 
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CHAP. In surveying the various constitutions which 
(.o-y^ito) prevailed in several independent states that 
ccMnposed the Helvetic bodj, it will materially 
tend to facilitate a comprehensive view of the - 
nrhole^ to wave the order of precedency which 
bad been established among them, aiid to class 
them according to their general forms ; where- 
by, after having delineated the principal "fea- 
tures of those which predominated in each class, 
we shall he able to convey an adequate idea of 
those of a subordinate rank, by merely pointing 
out the less essential deviations. Beginning 
therefore with the aristocratic cantons, we shall 
first contemplate the government of Beme, 
which, if its constitution be once duly com~ 
prehended, may serve as a standard of compa- 
rison for those of Lueern, Fribui^, ani Soleure, 
all which partake in the main of the same 
fundamental elements. 
i.Ar»»- The aristocracy of Berne so far from having 
tooM. turived at the supremacy it exerted in its most 

Bourishing period, by encroachments on the 
fie^oe- liberties of the people, has in fact, as will appear 
by a short retrospect of the history of this once 
prosperous state, rather at times relaxed from 
the prerogatives with which it had been ori- 
ginally invested, than ever sought to enforce or 
extend them by arbitrary proceedings." When 
• Among other instances may be menlitHied the limita- 
tion of ll»e power of the bannerets wJiidi had become vexa- 
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Cuuo dc Bubfenbcrg, uhdcr the atitltorit-y of chap. 
the Duke of Zseringen, and the sanction otthe ■' 
<mpice/ founded the city of Berne, the object pf 
the undertaking was avowedly, tv afford t« the 
inferior nobility a reftij5e from tie tavvleas 
power of the counts and superior vassaK whieU, 
in those tira^ of anarchy and confusioti, shook 
even the throne itself. Tliis secondary iiohilify 
therefore formed the first body politic.' Tlie 

ticus, llie eichiding neflr rclaiioiis froiiillic senate, the elec- 
tion of bailiffs by lot snti not by votei. S;c. 

' Pruf. Meiners, in his Letters, on Swisserland (vol. I. 
p. E33) is at coiuklerabie pains to prove t!at Beme liail 
originally A democratic form of government ^ anil groundi 
hii assertion on virioui ancient iQiuiimeiits, among whicit 
belays great stress on the charter granted lotlie (-■iij- bjtlio 
Emperor Frederick II. in the jeai- niS, in «liicli thecU'.zeia. 
hurgliera, and eoihmonaUty , occar a* members of tlielegis- 
toie. In this howaver he Is contradicted by the most iiccu- 
rate tiUtoriaiu, A^ipittif g ''>^t at the titue, and suoii after 
the foundation, the nobles were in fiiet, as is above stated, 
the body politic, this difference of opinion will at once be 
rec1)liciled ; and the gorefiimeiit, the succession in the 
offices belngrfectiveand hot hereditary, may not iinprcipurly - 
obtain the same tUaProfiefisoris willing to assign lu it, of a 
democratic ariato<T?cy. This is the more probable, as we 
know of no time when the people siurendereU, or were lic- 
reaved of any privilege by the nobles ■ nor is it at all likely 
that a nobility, comparatively weak iij numbers, and withotit 
fjices, should imp-fse a galling yoke on a numerous people, 
possessed of arn)"!, and of a free spirit. Many initanrt"; 
e occiured very recently ill vbii h, to llie litlc 
i'oj'er, great uudjittle council, nils added [hd:>.'i'hiiis'"'ii; 
' ' ' ■ ajid 
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CHAP, neighbouring peasantry, who, in no small num- 
> bers, availed themselves oftfaesecurit; afforded 
bj the wise and vigorous administration that 
Mon prevailed in this infant but rising state, 
not only willii^ly, but even gladly submitted 
to the swayof aset of men of liberal condi- 
tion, who themselves incessantly struggled 
against the inroads of despotic power, and who 
could only maintain themselves by strict inte- 
grity and undaunted firmness. This peasantry, 
and many artificers and traders, who were al- 
. lured by tbe same prospect of safety, and by the 
lucre which always attends a numerous popu- 
lation, became, jointly with the nobles, the or~ 
der of citizens or burghers. This order indeed 
was never collectively called upon to perform 
acts of sovereignty, or even to sanction the 
proceedings of those who steered the helm ; 
but yet the nobles, sofar from endeavouring to 
retain the supreme authority exclusively in 
their hands, soon consented, without any (com- 
pulsive inducemeDt, that the lowest of the 
burghers should be eligible to tbe highest oflSces 
in tbe state ; and moreover, that they might 

and yet >t u well known that the burghere, ai sncb, had no 
■hare whatever in tbe govemmeiit. They may at tiroes, 
though not de jure, have been consulted i but,a single, era 
few imtauces of this nature do not constitute a right or prac- 
tice. 

combine 
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tmabine into tribes or guilds, to which Ihey char 
coDceded many Valuable privilegesj together t^^v-i.^ 
with sufficient powers to assert them. TwdVe 
of these tribes, which were uiuallj called 
abbeys, were formed ; four of which, those of 
the bakers, the smiths, the butchers, and ^n* 
ners, had the pre-eminent right of displajing 
each a banner ; whence the bannerets, four of 
the highest offices in the state, could onlj be 
chosen out of these privileged bodies. These 
four abbeys appear likewise to have formed the 
territorial division of tbe city; and it seems ■ 
probable that the eight other tribes had do local 
designation, but were promiscuously dispersed 
throughout these four wards. The whole 
Dumber of families, which of late constituted 
the bur^hersbip, did not exceed two hundred 
and fifty, an^ among these only seventy were 
the truly patrician, out of which the magi»^ 
trates were usually chosen. Thus secured ia 
the means of maintaining what they deemed 
an ample share of civil liberty, the citizens 
followed with alacrity their respective avoca- . 
tioDs, and saw without the least murmur tlie 
supreme authority centered in a council, whose 
numerous members operated as a citeck upon ' 
each otI)3r, and who, though instittited for life, 
were yet liable to be rfinovcd upon any well 
attested delinquency. Tliis cou.ncil, with its 
varioui 
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CMATi Tadoiis 1[>raiic1ies And dependencies, it win now 
' be ourbusineM to eonsiden, bptb as-1o the man- 
-B«rio which it.was constituted, and the powers 
wilh wliich it was invested. 

This supreme legislatlire, as well as execu- 
tivf) aodjudicisl body, as its title deootedj of 
, the acoyer, the little and the great council* The 
iattcr of these councils, which in fact com- 
prised the two other brajiche»of the l^islature, 
'being properly the depositary of the supreme 
authority, was aUo named the sovereign council, 
and (though oflete its number had always been 
-greater) (fte councU of two hundred.^ Its full 
complement was, after various changes, fixed 
at two hundred and niDetj-aine ; which niim- 
ber however it seldom retained for any length 
'of time, it having been of late a constant prao- 
iice, in order to obviate the cabals which ever 
attend a competition to few vacancies, and per- 
haps, as Stanyan intimates, to reduce the num- 
ber of candidates to the bailiwicks, who were 
always members of the council, not to proceed 
to an election until the vacancies amounted to 
&t least eighty, which, according to the usual 

• Wb proposCj in order the better to 'discriminate the two 
.councils, to appropriate to the former the name of senate, 
which indeed it frequently, obtained in tlje statistical writings 
of this ■country. 

" Towards the end of the I3th century, it actually coiisisted 
of ,200 members. 

ratp 
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^ite of BMrtality^ihsppcqedin'^eimBAeiilaiTi chap. 
ten o( eleven, yeaifc!' ;.iiEhi»ico«ieil;»f wiinhi s^-v-«*i» 
the a«oyera,ltbfiBeoattor«> afldali thbwfficen'i* 
Mate," werb rafeodMia, ,waR.*utl»ftrwB(i to ihaW 
and repeali U-M, to ^liqe war, conclude. peacC/ 
and fortBialtiant^. Itojudgei i«,alUnpital. cases. 
wtiUiin thei idistt'Ki dfthecit^, to^deteroinneialfc 
civil caos48 that cane lieforc tifby appeidynnd 
to delegate } ^wera to: ifalti^ioi:. imglittfatQaj 
courtSj »od. civil. deftavtm^ttst.;' Il . ul(iaiit£ly 
regulated. aU tbat .c«Dcerocd:tU& revenue i .si^ 
periotevded: ^yfaaiteyer' .t^tM, .to.>he. {ibblio 
edi6cefl, wh&k tbe.value exceeded the auMlaf 
one huQdred crowns; and finally 4etefi>ttiac^ 
all matters that were Referred to iib deoiiionbjF 
the senate. It usually, met' twice a weefc^ but 
en urgent eccasions more frequently. >' > . i . . . 

The senate, which, as it met every day. Son- TheSenaw 
days aod festivals excepted, was likewise edited 
tlie daily council, coasiated Af the two.aivoye^isi 
the two treasuBei;3, thp four bannerets, seven? 
teen ordinary and two secret senators. Thesd 
seven-and-twenty membeicsdiscussed and pre? 
pared all mattersthat were to.be laid bel^re the 
great council, dispatched all current afiaira ' 

* The Sections of latehav beeen in the years 1755, 1764, 
i775, 1785, 1795. 
" The treaiuivn, bameiets, Kizeaiers, lecret leoaton, 
' ia. 

that 
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church prefecmenta, and uiaoj oiril offices : 
tiieyordaed gratuities within the limits of on^ 
btfndred irowns; and nUimatdy decided all 
ciimiaal causes^ except tbose 'which'were re- 
served for the g^at cbuDcil, or some privileged 
iianicipality or vateal. But ^e gre^^ con- 
tequeoice they possessed, was derived fiYini the 
great dure tbey had in filling up the vacancies 
in the great council; and the power vested in 
them of convoking this council, whenever an 
incident occurred which appeared to tfaem to 
call for so vigorous a meaBure. Whenever the 
great'council satj this senate hecame kicerpo- 
ratediii it, and retained no peculiar authority 
of its own. At Mher times it was not impro- 
perly considered' as the executive power of the 
state.- 

Thetwo avAyert'* were the highest officers in 
the state. They were elected hy public votes, 
in the sovereign councili for life ; but were 
liable to he removed by the same body. One 
of tbem only supported the dignity, and exer- 
cised the functions, oT head of the republic -^ 
and they alternately exchanged their station* 
every year, on Easter-Monday. The avdyer 

. " 'Hiis name, whieh ougtil properly to b« written at'cyi, or 
ideoyi, is derived from Advocatus. The German title, 
Shuldjteia (tcultctiu) ii of Lunibardie origin. 
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ii office pcesided both in the council and se- ^^^- 
BDte, in. etch of which he had no regular, but ^.^-v^ii' 
•sly » casting .vdte : the grrat seal of the. re- 
pablic -viB in his custody ; and a proTincial 
jarisdiction'^ was annexed to his station. In 
his absence the ex-avojer supplied his place ; 
and when he .idso was prevented from attend- 
ii^, he: was authorized to appoint a substitute, 
who however Could not be either a treasurer 
or a banneret During th« harvest and vin- 
tage, which were considered as vacations, one 
of the -bannerets presided iii the less frequent 
meetings that were held, both of the senate and 
council, and had the custody of the great sed. 
The G^man (bj far tiie largest) and the 
French" districts had each a treasurer. The 
former ranked immediately after the two avoj- 
ers : he held his office for the term of six years, 
afler which lie could aspire to no anployraent 
but that of avoyer: he directed whatever con- 
cerned the revenues of the elght-aod-thirty 
baUiwicks in the German district; and super- 
intended the large capital which the canton 
' possessed in the English funds : he laid his 
accounts twice a year before the great council : 
he presided in the German chamber of baiine- 

," Nether^Mulleren. 

'* TTie Payi de Vaud, or, K it was frequently called, tlie 
Payi Roman, 

rets; 
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CHAI*. rets; and aietery demise of an avoycr Tie"wa#' 
i>sAw' pr«7oecda9a.can(Iidateforthesucc«eBi<)n. Tfte** 
trcasiirer«o£ the French district, -whose oflBfae* 
was Hkewisescxennia), had the sani&d»tie»biidi 
authorit;^- respectiilg the tweWe bailrtiobs Wn 
the Pays de Vand : he presided in th6 chaMtbar' 
of bannerets, to itiiom were referred fbe-affairs 
of that district ; and ranked atnong thete of^ 
fieers accordii^ to the dates of their* resp^ctitc 
Action*. ■ I ■ 

Theffliur bannerets derived their nanic' frona 
t]ie original function assigned fo them, that of 
Searing the ensigns of the city ; orrathet of the 
four privileged companies, out of ^hieh^' being' 
counsellors, they were occasionally chosen. 
This office implied also the superintendance of 
all military matters within their respective 
wards ; they,jointly with the treasurers, form- 
ed the boards of fmaiice, which obtained the 
name of the German and French Chambers of, 
the Bannerets. Each had the- ftdministratioK 
of one of tlie peculiar, ot, as they were called, 
interior bailiwicks of the city.'^ They ranked 
before all the senators. 

** 1. Seftingen vas sppropnated to the b&nnet«t of tlt« 
Baker* company^ 2, Sterr.ei)l)«rg to tie Sm'Uk'i; 3. Zollw 
kofentothe Tanner's; and 4. Conolfingen tothefiufcAer'f, 
These ji rUdictiou were pot under tbe cOQtrol of the usa- 

The 
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The setzeniers, who derived their appellation chap. 
from their number, where sixteen counsellorSj '>S-<i' 
' generally such as had served the office of bailiff, 
who were elected out of the twelve tribes, two 
out of the privileged,- and one out of the eight 
others. These, jointly with the senate, annu- 
ally confirmed the council ; and their functions 
chiefly related to this confirmation, and to the 
occasional election of new nragistrates. 

The secret seaators were in a manner super- 
numeraries, but according to their seniority 
they succeeded of course to tlie rank of ordi- 
nary senator. When any of the six families, 
which were pre-eminently called noble, or pa- 
trtciau,'^ were elected into this office, tliey im- 
mediately took precedency before the ordinary 
lenators. The great council communicated 
with the senate by means of these officers, par- 
ticularly in cases when delinquencies were to 
be denounced : they were also authorized to 
put a siop to every deliberation in the senate, 
whenever it appeared to them that ii might 
tffect the constitution of the republic. 

The anxious circumspection, or rather jea- Election^ 
lousy, that prevailed in this government, ap- mxv. 
peared in nothing more than in the election to 
the seats in the councils, and the higher offices 

'" Erlach, Diesbacb, WatteviJle, Mulinen, Bonstetten, shd 
jtutemau. 

Vol. iH. x of 
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CHX». oT magistracy. While on the one hand, they 
saw the necessity of guarding against the in^ 
trigues that generally attend elections by open 
ballot, they were well aware of the impropriety 
of leaving the choice entirely to the decision of 
. chance, which they knew might often exclude 
those men whose integrity and superiority of 
talents could most effectually serve the state. 
They hence blended together the two modes 
in a manner that will doubtless appear singu- 
larly complicated, in hopes thereby to obviate 
the ioconveniences of both. The nomination 
into the great council being vested in the senate, 
jointly with the seizeniers, much caution was 
used in the chpice of these electors, especially 
that of the senators; who, being moreover 
called upon to discuss and prepare all matters 
that were to be laid before tbe council, had 
manifestly an uncommon influence in the 
state. 

The proceedings, on a vacancy in the senate, 
were as follows. On the day, or morrow, of 
the interment of a deceased senator," the senate 
and council met, and as many halls aa there 
were members present being put into t^yo co- 
vered boxes, the senators drew them out of one, 

" Tbe election was properly infc the office of secret sena- 
tor, the senior of the two in office luctseded of course t* 
thi ^^Qr 9£ (sdiiuiy Hoator. 

and 
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ioA tbe counsellors out of the other: among '^■^^' 
the former were three gilt balU, and among tbe *^-v-^ 
latter seven j the remainder being silvered over; 
and those who drevr the ten golden balls were 
electors for the nomination of candidates. 
These three senators and seven counsellors now 
withdrew behind a curtain, where they found 
printed lists of all the members of the council, 
who were eligible into the senate :''&odi one of 
these, each of them tore the name of the coun- 
sellor whom he meant to &vour, and canceled, 
or secreted the remainder of the list. These 
names were collected ; and if they happened to' 
he fewer than sis, a iresh choice of ten electors ' 
^as made> who proceeded in the same mannw, 
4intil the number of ten candidatet was com- 
pleted. Thcse-candulatesj with their nearest of" 
fcin> immediately withdrew ; their names were 
i^ixed each to a box ; and a second choice, 
by lotj was made of electors, the number of 
golden balls being, in this instance, two-thirds 
of the members |H«3ent. Each of those who 
drew a golden ball, dropped it into tbe box of 
the candidate to wlunn he gav« im suffrs^; 

** AiDcng other ^oaltficatjfnu it was required, that th.ej 
thcnM have been at least teA years in the council ; that the/ 
be above foT^ years of age; married mta, or widowers j 
and that they have no fotber, brother, or loa, already in th# 
iMttv. 

k3 ftnd 
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CHAP, and on examining this ballot, the six who had 
the fewest votes, and were hence excluded. 
Were, together with their relations, called back 
into the assembly. Four balls, two silver and 
two golden ones, were next put into a box ; 
and the four remaining candidates, they having 
previously determined the precedency by lot, 
drew them; the two who drew golden balls 
were lastly put to the ballot of the whole as- 
sembly; and he who now obtained the majority - 
■ of votes was declwed duly elected. 

The reason-of this repeated alternation by 
lot and ballot, cannot but be obvious to those 
who will bestow some thought upon the sub- 
ject. Its greatest excellence perhaps consisted 
in making the chance of lots apply chiefly to 
the electors, and not to those who might pre- 
tend to the succession, by which means the 
dangerous eiTects of cabal were in a great mea- 
sure obviated ; and yet a fair prospect of sue-, 
cess was gi>'en to the meritorious, while those 
wholly unqualified could entertain little hope 
of being preferred. The selected candidates 
drew lots only in one stage of the proceeding, 
and this when their number, being reduced to 
only four, an even chance was given to those 
few to whom eminent qualifications had se- 
cured the marked approbation of tlieir fellow- 
citizens; and when fortune proved unfavour- 
able 
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I in one instance, repeated oppo 
would occur, in which, unless she proved, sin- ' 
gularly unpropitious, the desired object would 
ultimatel}' be obtained. This mode will admit 
of much meditation. It has here been explain- 
ed somenhat at large, as it may perhaps afford 
some hints for imitation.'^ r 

The seizcniers, wbo were entrusicd with a 
considerable share in the election of counsel- 
lors, were chosen out of the twelve tribes or 
abbejs,.by the members of those bodies who, 
being counsellors, had served the office of bai- 
liff. Their functions being of a nature tliat 
required no uncommon talents, their nomina- 
tion was left solely to the decision of chance. '' 
As many balls were put into a bag as there 
were qualified"" persons present, two of which 
in the great abbeys, and one in the lesser, were 
gilt ; these were drawn, and the golden balls 
determined the election. It appears from some 
authors, that the seizeniers were formerly ap- 
pointed in this manner immediately before an 

" Stan^an has taken no notice of this mode of election ; 
and Cose, who describes it with eufficient accjirac}^ h^s not 
pointed out the true object of it, 

" The <]ualifications were, being a counsellor, a married 
man, or a widower, and baving neither &cber nor brother in 
the senate. The being an ex-bailiif was not absolutelyre- 
quisite V and whenever only one counsellor was to be found 
in a tribe, he became seizenier without au election. 

election 
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cHAt'. election of counsellors^, and that they remained 
in office till another was ag;reed upon ; but of 
late, the practice has been to choose them annu- 
alljj at the etc of the formality of confirming 
the magistrates in their several offices. 

Whenever the great council determined upon 

CounciL completing their number, the senate and the 
seizeniera were assembled for the purpose, and 
proceeded to the nomioation. Here each of 
the avoyers bad the right to propose two candi- 
dates, and every other member one. The 
ehancellor, the greffier or secretary of state, the 
grand sautiet or lieutenant of the police, and 
the usher or keeper of the town-house, claimed 
also the privilege of namtng each a candidate j 
and it seldom happened that any of these rio- 
ininees were rejected. The electors, it may 
Well be imagined, in exercising this privilege, 
gave the preference to their sons, sons-in-law, 
brethren, or other near relations, vvhich neces- 
sarily secured the seats in the council to a small 

' - baml-er of fapiilies. Stanyan ridicules, with 
Some .hamour, the amorous visits that were 

,■ , - Usually paid to the daughters of the newly Cfe-- 
ated seizeniers, the instant they were raised to 
that station, previous to an election into the 
great council :" while others assert, in extenua- 

' ,. *' A seat in the council was deemed equivalent to a mar- 

riage porlion of IBfteeo hnndied pounds sterling. 

tion 
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tioQ of the practice, thst the senatorial fiimilieSj chap. 
by the education and early experience they ai- v^-rv 
forded to their youths^ were likely to fit th«ni 
preferably to others for the complicated duties 
of a public station : they further allege that 
instances of exclusion have not been wanting, 
when the candidates proposed were notoriously 
unqualified, or unworthy of so eminent a sta- 
tion. About fifty of the vacancies having been 
thus filled, the remainder was, provided for by 
an open election. Each of the abbeys was., 
required to send in the names of those burgbert 
who, being duly qualified^" w?re n»or|eovw 
deemed worthy of the promotion. - These names 
were drawn by lot, and successively proclaioi-' 
ed ; and e^ch elector 8ignifi.ed his approbation 
of a candidate by rising from his seat when the 
name was mentioned. An accurate account 
was kept of those who had thus publicly voted 
for each burgher ; and the whole beii^ summed 
up, as m^ny as were equal to the number of 
vacancies, having the majority of votes, were 
declared members of the great council. Al- 
though, in general, the counsellors were chosen 
out of not more than thout seventy fiimilies, 
yet there seldom was an election in which some 
burghers of new families were not admitted to 

" Thei]ualificai^(H)s coowsted ia being inscribed in one of 
the abbe;^, and not lew thao twcDty.nioe yemof t^. 

that 
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CHAP, that dignity, and some of late were usually prcr 
• ferred out of families of the Pays de Vaud. 
All the superior magistrates were liable to 
aa annual scrutiny, during which, from 
Maundy-Thursday, when the seizeniers were 
chosen," to Easter-Tuesday, their offices were 
in a manner suspended, and the supreme au~ 
thority, during that short interval, devolved 
cTiiefly to'the seizeniers. The senate and coun- 
c'd, each in conjunction with the seizeniers, 
exaitiined reciprocally into each other's con- 
duct,, snd finding nothittg reprehensible, con- 
firmed eich other, after having ostensibly rc- 
chos^ the avoyers (who now exchanged their 
stiitioM); the bannerets and treasurers." The 
AvKoIe being now confirmed, the treasurer of 
the German district demanded of the great 
council, in the name of the senate, a new pa- 
tent or letter of protectionj which in fact was 
kn a^'owal that the senate derived all its au- 
thority from the great council. The bailiffs, 
and all other subordinate ofiicers, were also 

" In the years when the vacancies in the council were to 
be filled up, tbiB ttominatioo took place on the Wednesc^r 
before l^^ler, and the grand eteaion \f its held on the next 

"' This ceremony, for it was generally Jiltle more than a 
cereniony, ^as called the grabeau, a term nearly equivalent 
to the English garble. ■ .... 

annually 
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Annually confirmed in the course of the Easter '^fj'* 
week. U''^"^ 

Haying thus delineated the great outline, or Bubordi- 
rather the leading principled of this govern- Board., 
ment, we shall forbear entering into a minute 
detail of the many subordinate colleges, cham- 
bers, and committees, which were wisely con- 
trived for promoting the-purposes of administra- 
tion. SuflSce it to enumerate the principal of 
Hiem, from which the reader may derive a ge- 
neral idea of the mechanical part of this, no 
doubt, highly elaborate constitution. Among 
these must be particularly noticed, the privy 
council of state, which discussed all matters 
that required profound secrecy : the two eco- 
nomical chambers, or councils of 6 nai\ce (tbft ' 
German and the French ), which examined and 
passed the accounts of all the bailiifs, and col- 
lected the revenues from all who were account- 
able tO' government: a court of judicature, 
which determined all civil causes in the first 
instance: and the great consistory, composed 
of two ecclesiastical and seven lay members, 
which received the reports of the thirteen ru- 
ral synods, and directed all matters relating to 
the churches, decided all matrimonial causes, ^ 
and particularly examined into the conduct of 
theclergy. The functions of the councilof war, 
consisting chie0y of veteran officers ; the oSRce 
*f 
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cHAr. of police ; the chamber of reform, ■whlct su- 
i^~f^^ perinfended the morals, and regulated all sump-- 
tmvy matters ; the chambers of appeal for the 
German and French districts ; and the cham- 
bers, or committees, for directing' whatever re- 
lated to the supply of corn and wood, the farm 
of salt, the tolls, roads, health, comtperce, and 
maoy others, are sufficiently denoted by thei^ 
appellations. The avoyer out bf office, or a 
senator, usually presided at the^ boards, which 
consisted chiefly of counsellor*, and at which 
. the young men of senatorial families generally 
performed the office of secretary. All new 
matters that were to be detennined in the great 
council, were here previously discussed, evep 
before they were laid before the senate, whefQ 
they underwent a second scrutiny ; and it was 
also incumbent on these committees to cause 
the orders of the supreme legislature to be duly 
executed. This subdivisioo of departments 
was, no doubt, a cause of much dday in the 
administration of public affairs ; but every 
question was hy these means moi'e thoroughly 
itiveeligated ; and this, in a republican 8tate> 
whicli entertained but fewrelations with foreign 
powers, more than compensated whatever dis- 
aJvuntages may have attended «o dilatory a 
. mutie of proceeding. 
Tiu-r-nsd- A singular, and at first si^t updoubledly 
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rather a'ludicrousestablisbment.ofwhich no in- chap. 

vin. 
stance IS to be niet with in any other govern- v^»-v~<-» 

mentj was the niimic legislature, which, under 
the Dame of the exterior state, was a perfect 
model of the real one, with all its officers, func- 
tions, ceremonies, and subordinate departments. 
It consisted of those burghers of distinguished 
larailies, who had not yet attained the age re- 
quisite for real promotion : it appointed to 
rixty-six bailiwicks, which took their names 
tVom ruined castles, dispersed throughout the 
country, among which Hap^urg was the prin- 
cipal : it had an exchequer, and, differing in 
this fbom its archetype, some debts. ' Great ho- 
nours were paid to it in all public ceremonies, 
in which it greatly surpassed the sovereign 
council in staleliness and splendour. These 
distinctions it doubUeas owed to the considera- 
tion of its being, in fact, a political seminary 
for the youths, who were likely one day to ar- 
rive at the highest offices in the state. Its 
avoyer .seldom failed of promotion into the 
great council. Its badge, or coat of arms, an 
ape sitting on a lobster, and viewing itself in a 
mirror, was no bad emblem of its mock conse- 
quence. 

They who reprobated the govanment of 
Berne on account of its progressive tendency 
towftfds an oligarchy, gnunded their chief ar- 
il guments 
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CHAP, euraents on flie absolute exclusion of the Imlk 

TIIL "■ 

■ of tlie people from all honourable and lucrative 
employments; and the additionalreproach t^at^ 
even among the privileged inliabitaiit^ of Beraej, 
not one-third of the families were allowed to sit 
in the coimcils, or to aspire to aq; of the higher 
offices of magistracy.^ This, though in fact it 
produced no pernicious consequences, must 
certainly be admitted to have been & glaring 
ioconiisteacy in a government that boasted of 
a. peculiar d^ree of liberty : aud it -might per- 
haps;, without much danger, have been ^eme^ 
4ied, in order to gratify the correct notions of 
refilled theorists'. It is by no means our object 
to scrutinize) much less to vindicate the pracr- 
ticc: .but a few observations on its origin will 
not surely be deemed foreign to the present 
purpose, especially as lliey will lead us to a 

■*■ Tno popslatioii, of Berne, according, to Mr. Coxe, 
aniouutocl, in l"/6, to ckvcii Ihousand souls; whence, upon 
an an't-d^c ot'sis individiial.s to a faniiiy, there most have 
been «4)iva)'d3 of one thous^^nd eight hundred families id ths 
tily. ActoP^iag to ?usching, there were, in the year 1764. 
ojilytwo hundred and seventy- foiir patrician families admis- 
sible into the council; and even among these, which were 
gmJualty diihinbhing, not above one hundred were of the 
number out of which the vacancies were usually supplied. 
Thii partitil pre-eminence, tlioiigh justifiable upon principles 
of strict JHsiicp. was yet highly impolitic, and actually con-r 
lii^jiitcd t;radaa!ly lo the oveiiIir(>\v of the republic. 
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plation of the manner in which 
ritorial possessions of the canton were admrnis- * 
<cred, with a monarchical indeed, but; at the 
«&me time, confessedly with a most lenient 
sway. 

The republic of Berne consisted originaJly of '^ 
only four parishes, to which were soon added ' 
the districts which, under the name of the four 
interior jurisdictions or bailiwicks, have till 
lately been administered by the four bannerets. 
The German division, incliidin^ the collegiate 
of Berne, whose revalues, since the Reforma- 
tion, were administered by a bailiff; and the 
government of Aigle, which, though its inha- 
bitants use the French language, was yet an- 
nexed to this district, contained thirty-eight, 
and the French department twelve bailiwicks.* 

*" The above enumeration is according to Euscbing. Du- 
rand, in his Stalistique de la Suisse, vol. ii. distributes them 
at follows : 

The four interior Jurisdictions . . 4 

The district of Berne, including the coUe^te 6 
The district of Bienne - - - 6 

The Ajgau - - - 10 

Tlie Emmenthal ' - - . 7 ■ 

The Oberland . - . g 

The Pays de Vaud, incluiBng Aigle - 13 

Total 34 
To these might be added the FVench bailiwicks, Granson, 
Orbe, EchalkiiB, and Morat, which were called Mediate, 
afti 
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CHAP. They had, for the most part, been originally 
secular jurisdictions; but twelve of the num- 
ber had been monasteries, secularized at the 
fieformatioD, and their revenues were chiefly 
appropriated to the maintenance of the clergy, 
the schools, and to charitable uses. They were 
distributed into four classes, according to theit 
revenues ; the most profitable yielding from 
six to eight thousand, and the lovrest less than 
two thousand crowns.** Those of the two Srst 
classes could he held only once ; but those bai- 
liflb, on whom cfaant^ bestowed the inferior lots,- 
might, aAer an intermediate intervd of six 
years, obtain a second, and even a third, of the 
lower orders. These ofiices were sexennial : 
being the most lucrative in the stote, and (or- 



and were held in common by Berne and FribiM^, each of 
which cantoni aj^nted alternately to two of them. Mei- 
Dcra has given us a total of fifly-nine bailiwicks ; but he has 
probably added some diplomatic officies, which were consi-^ 
dered as equivalent to bailiwicks. The residaicy in IxmdoDf 
abolished within these twenty years for economical reasons, , 
was one of the number. How Sunyan came to mention 
seventy-two bailiwicks, we cannot account fbi'. The whole 
territory of the canton contained thirty-nine towns, and one 
thousand three htmdred vill^es and bamleta. Of the suc- 
cessive territorial acquisitions, a circumstantial account b 
given by Duraid, t. iii. p. 183 — ig4. 

'^ Of the impoial dollars, which a^earto.be tbectowna 
keie oqentiosedj about tix go toa pouad stsluig. 

mei^y 
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merly bestowed, by open suflrages, in the coon- ■chap. 
cil, they were canvassed with much eagerness, *-^i-»*» 
a,nd often obtained by very undue expedients, 
amoi^ which, sumptuous eDtertainmeofs were 
not always ineffectual. After frequent parti- 
alities andunfairness in these elections had raised 
considerable clamour against the whole ma^s- 
tracy, which was never entirely eflaced, the 
great council, at tlie beginning of the present 
' century," thought it adviseable to introduce 
the elections by lot. From that time many 
abuses, and among the rest the convivial intem- 
perance which had been generally imputed to 
the Swiss, was observed sensibly to diminish : 
and even Stanyan, who has freely besto\ved his 
censure upon the government of Berne, ac- 
knowledges that this new mode of appointment 
had b^n productive of very salutary effects. 
In the electionsj the preference was given t» 
the senior counsellors, so that those of a recent 
date could not enter in competition with those 
of a former promotion ; and if only one coun- 
sellor, of a particular year, of&red as candidate, 
he succeeded without any formality or oppo- 
sition. 

If we reflect that the territories thus govern- 
ed by the^ delegates had in fact been honour- 
ably acquired by their anc«t<ws> either by con- 

quest 
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:hase, we shall see 
' censure those patricians for being tcnacioiis of 
a property to which they had so fair a title; 
and it wiH be an additional extenuation' of this 
unequal distributioB of power, that none of 
those territories were, on falling into the hands' ' 
of these .families, deprived of a single franchise 
or prerogative held before this transfer ; scarcely 
one of them being known, which had not re- 
tained some peculiar, and oflen very important 
privileges." To this must be added that, ac-' 
cording to the positive testimony of the most 
.unprejudiced observers, these bailiffs, against 
whom so much clamour bad been raised by the 
envious and ungovernable, so far from exercis- 
ing in its full extent the powers delegated to' 
them, were, for the most part, studious to softer 
the rigour of the laws : that they often miii-' 
gated the fines they had a right to impose, and 
frequently allotted the portion that was their 
due to charitable uses : that whoever thought 
himself aggrieved hya decree, had an immediate 
remedy by an appeal to the chambers instituted 
foi that purpose, and in the German district, . 

" Even the conquered towns of Bruck, Lenzbiirg, Arau,' 
and Zoffiog^i, preserved iheir own magistracy, and ample' 
. privUeges, from which they derived the name of the frtt ' 
toamt. Lausanne retaioeA its three-councils, and both the" 
bigber and lower juiudictions. ^ 

ultimatelj 
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uldmately to the sovereign coudcU : aad that chap. 
the appellaat was sure to obtain speedy redress, >^r%-w 
it beii^i; proverbial at Berne, tbat a peasant 
onless he vrere known to be uncoounon^ liti- 
gious, seldom failed to succeed against his 
bailifft In a word, it is well attested, that a 
z^lous emulation prevailed among the ruling 
families, which of them should deserve the re- 
putation of most lenity and moderatioD, in the - 
administration of the provinces r ' and was it 
' then so reprehensible,' says a candid and intel- 
ligent writer, who seems to have reflected ma- 
'hirely on the subject,^ ' was it so flagrant a 
' practice in the representatives of the illustri- 
' ous patriots, who had, by their valour and in- 
' dustry, or by ample contributions out of their 
' private fortunes, rescued laige districts, either 
' from the oppressions of tyranny, or the ravagei 
' of the boisterous elements, to retain the pro- 

* perty their ancestors had acquired by such ho- 
' nourable means, and to preserve the right of 

* provilUng for the happiness of a p^ple, than 
' which none upon earth could boast of greater 

* comforts, or was, in fact^ more conscious of its 
' prosperity ?' 

So far from the rulers attempting to disguise. Defect*. 
or palliate the defects which adhered to their 

" MeiDei'j Leitets, vol, i p. 276. 

TQtt III. !• govemraentj 
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^vili' government, we meet with an instance, so rare 
<<-<Y^ in history, of the people being called upon io 
Ji'oitkt out whatever might appear to them ca- 
pable of amendment. This instance occurred, 
when, in one of bis splendid campaigns, Lewis 
O^i-} the Fourteenth, having taken possession of 
Stvasburg, threatened all the neighbouring 
countries with theimpression of his arms ; and 
when the council of Berne, dreading the ap- 
proaching^orm, and aware that their best se- 
curity against fore^ attack was the love and 
confidence, of the people, demanded such ani- 
tnadversioils, and actually received and examin- 
ed aD tiiat were transmitted to tliem. The 
grievances, as might be expected, weie nwne- 
rous, and among these it may be imagined, tbat 
the tendency towards oligarchy, by the pro- 
gressive decrease of the senatorial families, was 
-not considered as one of the most trivial. 
Many zealous, but discreet pabiets, it must be 
' awned,' have admitted this to be an essential 
bleniisb, which the magistrates wanted either 
courage or virtue to remedy ;" for though some 
^uuilies of the Pays de Vaud were occasionaHy 
received into the burghcrship of Berne, and, at 
every election into the great council^ a few were 
generally admitted who had no famfly claim t0 

"' The celebrated Haller proposed a p]an for removing this 
caiueofeomplaint; bat it was not carried into execution. 

- the 
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meau adequate to the evil : and men of much 
aagttdty have foretold that this deformity would 
ia time destroiy the equilibrium and mutual 
ooBtrot, OQ. which, in their opinion, depended 
the perinahency of the republic. 

-The large sums bccumulated by most of the 
piAt ftmilies, whicti, under the name of family 
chesU, wefB appropri'fcted to the relief of those 
of their kindred, who, either from misconduct 
or reverses of fortune, had been' reduced to 
wafit; the funds possessed for the same pur- 
pose by the tribes ; and the ample revenues 
enjoyed by the bnrghers of many of the muui- 
cipal towns, arising; from the rents or produce 
of landi held by them in common, and from 
time to time shared among them, -were likewise 
censured by many, as affording encouragement 
'to ft relaxation of morals as well 'as industry, 
. aiid hence highly prejudicial to a state, the very 
essence of which consisted in energy and frU-* 
gality. The former of these institutions how* 
ever will be found less exceptionable, if we 
consider how essential it must have been, in a 
"government like this, to pircvfint persons in 
needy circumstances from succeeding to the 
higher offices in theadministration;' and that 
'taoreover, in order io prevent an accuftnitation 
which, by impeding the circulation, might 
1.2 prove 
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CHAR- prove detrimental to the state, it bad been 
w-v*!^ enacted that none of these funds should eret' 
exceed the Bum of one hundred thousand 
French livres: and as to the municipal re- 
venues, admitting them to be in some renpecti 
of a pernicious tendency, it was no doubt con-, 
sidered, that every encroachment or restraint 
vpon property, wouM have been a mu(^ greats 
political injury, than occasional mi8applifia-< 
tions, of which undoubtedly too many instances 
could be adduced. 

The increasing depravity of manners was 
perhaps the most serious of the evils eon^lain- 
ed of on this occasion : and indeed, bow could 
it he expected that the contagion of French, 
and especially Parisian, immorality, to which 
the flower of the young Patricians of Berne 
were incessantly exposed in their military ca- 
reer in that country, should not have relaxed 
their principles ; and that, their stations being 
conspicuous in their own city, their example 
should not have propagated their levity and 
vicious propensities to the other classes, espe- 
cially to the females, those great preservers of 
the morals of a people, but whose gentle na- 
tures are ill calculated to resist the seductions 
of insinuating libertines, who lau^ modesty to 
scorn, and triumph in the seduction^ which in 
the end leads to general depravity. - This de- 
reliction 
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relictioQ of mon\, and henc* ultitnatety of po- chap; 
, . - • vni. 
ntical virtue, not so much among the inferior ^^-r^^ 

classes, who still in some measure retained their 
primitive simplicity, as throughout the higher 
ranks, whose degeneracy affected the very vitals 
of gov^nmenf, We shall have to enumerate 
among the principal causes which 'have faeili^ 
tated the fatal blow that put an end to the con- 
federacy. 

Of the state of the finances of Berne, as well rmaocM. 
as of the other Helvetic governments, no ac'cu^ ^ 
rate, or ally ways satisfactory account, can well 
be gatilefed from the vwious writers who 'have 
vaguely treated on <he subject ; the detail of 
them being, pnliaps designe^y> involved in a 
degree of obscurity, which, to prevfent caviisi 
may be salutary, when an opinion of the inte- 
grity of the administration is firmly established: 
Thus, though it was well known that Berne, 
«id indeed most of the cantons, possessed 
ample funds, from the gradual accumulation of 
a revenue, small indeed, but still exceeding the 
regular expenditure ; though all concerned in ' 
this department of government were bound to 
lay exact accounts of their transactions before 
superior oflScers, and ultimately before the so- 
vereign council ; yet no kind of statement was 
ever divulged of the pai-ticulars, or even of the 
general bulaoces of those accounts ; and the 
public 
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cMAA public wer«j in;f^et/leittp4ivifle vfhai, ibighti 
-w at anj tioie have b<een Ijbe peat st^te of (he $x-. , 
chequer. 

The priBcipal turaBchee .of; the revenue the 
BBtufe of which could not he l(6pt^rbm pub- 
lic notice, though thetr. itetproAuce-.Aras. never 
ac(;uffte}jrkqD«pj/w«fe<: 1, Th« profits of the 
demesnes, consisting chiefly of the cbtirch lands 
which had devolved to the state at the time of 
.ih^ Reformation, ai)4' to whichiaware ofthein- 
expedi^cj.of engcowinga large proportion of 
the landed propertj', tli/e goveinmeiit have 
iin(;e made soaicelj' : any additions:. ^,. The 
iithf^i li^ewfsc lequBstered aJt the RefprtnatioDj 
thf^^pro^ut^ of irhiob was particularly appro- 
priated to tUemaintenaQCftof tbeclergjj.the pub-- 
lie seminaries, and of various charitable QstaltUshT 
ments; a considerable p^iofthetabaviifg at lite 
same time been ced^ to private individuals, 
who perhaps hadsonie antiquated right to clain 
them: 3 Certain quit-repts^' reserved to the 
state wbe^ Iftnds we«e graqjWd out to individuate 
for impfOiveme^t; but the amount of which, 
|)f i>g .paid in ceia« bad ^adually, by the de-r • 
{ireeiatioa of the currepc[y, greatly dimioisfa^ 
ed:" 4 A ta:£ or fine/ raised in the French dts- 

*" Censes fonckres. 

.^ The produce of the Aree preceding articles has, by 
Mdnera, .been fsUmated at about- s\xty-xvea tbousaads 
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frtctj 00 th« alienation of landed property," '^vm'^' 
no doubt severely felt, the amount being no ^jo-v-**- 
lees than one-sixth of the purchase money ib 
Aoble, aitd one^enth' in ba&e teUuree i ^ an4 
T^hichj ihongh ever so moderate> wokridbsva 
been highly impolitic had this been a commer-' 
tial country : 6. The monopolyof salt ; at fir* 
dight a very exceptionable establishment; liuf 
in this country not so pernicious, since it pro- 
tided for a* constant supply/afid'at a nMydei'^6^ 
price, of this necessary article, of whifeh, -^fn 
the trade was left open, there oftenU'ASft ^fceX 
scarcitjj the price being always high) -litfd 'afc 
fcfest, fiuctuating : to this vras kVko added the' 
exclusive sale of gunpowder, the qualityortfcis 
aHicIe being essential towards the security tit 
individuala! 6. The produce of the post, which 
was farmed outat sixty thousand livfeS; 7.* Th^ 
customs, tolls, and duties on merchittidisij f!lB 
net produce of which has been estiitiated at 
five-aod-twenfy thousand crowhs : 8. A 'duly 
on the wine imported into the city:" 9. The 
fines imposed for misderoeanon: and 10. Smalt 
retributioDS for the right of inhabitabcy at 
Berne, for naturalization, 'and certain ifeet iA 
juridical proceedings. 

Although^ without the expence».o£ ^coart 
»nd of a atandiog muny, und considering tka 

^ Le Lo4 : taudmivm. ■'■ '** MfflgW*.-' ■-■' ' -" 

.'--.- scantiness 
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CHAP. scantineH of the ftipends allowed to tfae mem- 
) bers of the magistracjr ( the total of which wa» 
said not to exceeed twenty thousand crowoe } it 
^uld leem that the govenmieat of Berne 
^ightj out of the eggr^ale of tfae above re* 
veoue, not ooljr hare amply provided for all 
incidental and necesuirjr charges, bpt also have 
fcciumulated considerable savings: yet those 
vba have witneued the jnunificence of that go-i 
TernmetU in their public establishmentSj for th« 
^ecoj-ityand convenience of their' people; tho 
nasj^ public edifices it entertained ibr the re-< 
lief of the poor, the aged, and the infirm, and 
for restr^ioiog vice; the erecting and contii^uaj 
repairs of churches, of bridges, and roads,, 
through the most craggy and inhospitable re- 
g;ioos;^ but above alt the very liberal supplies 
tiiat were granted to those who suffered from 
fire, inupdationa, the fall of impending rocks^ 
the torrents of snow from the mountains which 
in an instant laid waste large populous tracts, 
and many other convulsions of nature to which 
this ru^;ed country is incessantly exposed : 
those candid observers have frankly acknow* 
ledged, that the sources of revenue above .spe- 
cified could by no means be adequate to the 

** The road ftcta the Oberland down to Lenk in the Va< 
Iflb, l^ the admiration of sll tcaTeUciSj and must havA 
cost iar^e Huu of isoDe^, 

expence? 
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expeaces which must be iacurred, in order to char 
keep the countryin the state of prosperit; at > 
which it had lately arrived. 

Tlianks to ibe frugality of former genera- 
iiona, ai times when fewer objects of coaveni- 
ence were deemed requisite, consi^rable ca- 
pites had been accumulated, the |t;reate6t part 
of which, having been placed in various .pr»*. 
ductiTe funds, have within this century not onl^. 
supplied ample means for defraying all the ex- 
pences of the state, but also prevented the ne- 
cessity of ever havii^ recourse to loans or ez-^ 
traordinary contributions: and beades thaao 
ample capitals, we have the authority not onlji 
of general report, but also of the late iniquitous 
invadersj whose main object, in their unmerited 
attack, was manifestly the plunder of the trea" 
sures they stood in need of in order to carry 
on further depredations," that the government 
of Berne had long retained in its coffers a large 
capital, in specie', which enabled them at al! 
timer to afford relief to the distressed, or to an- 
swer any extraordinary demand either for fo- 
reign negotiation; or, if unavoidable, for prc'^ 

^ The coincidcDce of dates amply justifies the sarmise, 
3nd the French have in fact acknowledged it, that one of 
their chief objects in invading Swisscrland, was the extorting 
the means of carryingon the Egyptian expediiion. Thiistliejr 
plundered their best friends, that they might be enabled to 
jumo^ one uf tfaeir oldest allies. 

paration 
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CHM*. paration against foreign attack. This eapit&l 
«-'~io-' was deeflifed a sacred trust; nor wfts it e«er ac- 
cessible but with the concurrence of the avoye^ 
in office, the two tveasurersr the four baotterets, 
and the senior of the two Becret senators, who 
hfcd each a different leey of the Vault in whitih 
it Was deposited. ■ Not< were these authorized 
eter!to open this vault Stfithout a special order 
(rftbe sovereign council." ' 

EcdaUwi. 'Tile adminiattation of ecclesiastical afifeirs 

cal Etub-, 

Uihrnent. wai Committed to the supreme cousiatory'al 
Berii*^, ■ composed of -a senator whd presided, 
the dean and one of the rainistt^rs of Berne, 
and- six members of the great Council. Th6 
whole' canton was divided into thirteen chapter* 

^ The particulars we have been able, to collect concerning 
tbe reiieipts and issues of the government of Befhe, are so 
vague, (hat we can only venture to give a few of thewl^in 3 
litite, fat B*ich we do not demand im^cit cdtifiddoce. 
Stanyati; a century ago, rated the whole income of the can- 
toa at 300,000 crowns : Buschlog asserts, that m 1^64 , the 
capital of the canton, in tlie English funds, amounted to 
460,000J. ; that it had lent the Elector of Saxony 860,000 
livres, and large suma to Sardinia, Denmark, Austria, and 
Wirtembei^j insomudi that, in 1770, the.whole of its pro- 
perty in foreign funds, amounted to at least ig.OOO.OOO of 
livres. According to tlie same author, the treasure at Berne 
in 176-1, was not short of 9,000,000 of livres. Durand 
rated it no higher than 2,300,000 crowns. What sum the 
French have carried otf is not sufficiently aficertained to be 
produpeu in evidence. 
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es^Vbight'^iQ tlie German and 
the FWnctedhtrict; and into fouf hundred and ^ 
sixteefi pariAit^ to'«ach ^fwhich was appoint- 
ed 'a pastoPj'Suid to sotfiis^li^he lat^ev an addi- 
tiobal yital or'cirrate. T^hese liVihgs were di*- 
lhiguiA«d[<iriti> three classes, ae^wding to the 
stipends iflAncx^ to theni;^' Ift'fhe German 
districtj the, olde* ctergy slicceeded to the more" 
lucratiTfl benefice*by setriority^ fr practice that 
luB been idtic'fa' oenstired, since .in consequence 
^f^tjnferioi'abi^ties often obtain^' promoticrn; 
airi-hlanjof tbe'irK:iiinben&, beitl^once ih^e 
line ofsucceSiioii, ^ould lay fhleir nekd$-dn ilib 
soft pillow'of-iridolence,' having- iio inceiitivc 
for more than common exertions. • Ttife tacaii- 
cieSlnHbe lorter-classes, a few If vitigs' excepted 
vriiich 'badthfeir jteftiliar patron'r, were' filled 
bjithe senate ;■ andheTfr'the prevalence of per- 
soaal fftvOnffWii* often complaitwd of. Bcsidrsr 
IdlO'SuprenK consistory, an edcltfsift^ical'ctiun 
was established at Berne, consisting <if the HiHtiJ 
and the nine pastors of- the city, and fiv^ pro-, 
feasors, who superintended ttie disciplinbof the 
church: the a'toyer'out of ofDce had a right to 

^ The laigest agpfunuoents ner« pfota one htui<1red end 
p6y to three hundred pQutids atet^lng, Hiid of these tliere 
were not above twenty. The raiddleclass hnJ between one 
fiundred and fifty and sei'enly pounds. In llie French they 
UrCTCj in general, snall^ than in die German district. 

. preside 
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CHAP, preside at thia court. The Pa.fn de Vaud had 
Kjrys^ likewise a court which exercised a: censorial 
power, and an assembly that nominated to the 
Tacaucies. Each chapter, or diocese, had a 
dean appointed by the senate, whq,.iog^faer- 
with a cbamberlain, and a certain, niic^r- of 
jurats or visiton, directed the clerical concern* 
«f their districts. And reported their proceedings 
to the supreme coasi$tory : and each town, or 
pari^, had itg peculiar consistory, which took 
cognizance of every o^Cincc against religion and 
morality. .Every pastor was ei\}oi»efl to keep 
registers, and report to his superiors all that re- 
lated, tp the population, and priticipal capeeros 
<rf his district, 

• The clergy^ in this as well as- in othqr. p&rt& 
«f Swisserland, were held in high veneration- 
At Berne the dean, iha first eecleuastic of the 
state, ranked before the. counsellors: a rural 
dean was equal to the bailiff: and in each 
town or parish, the minister had precedency 
before sU the municipal officers: but this pre-* 
eminence was all the political consequence they 
could boast, since, as we have already seen,-oiily 
two ecclesiastics were admitted into tbesupreme 
consistory at Berne, the seven other members 
"being laymen ; and the patronage in the Ger- 
man district centred chiefly in the senate, 
wbil? in the Pays dc Vaud all ecclesiastical 
meetings 
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actings wwe held underthe immediate inspec' chap. 
lion of the bailiff. ■ In order moreover to ex- ^^ 
elude the clei^ as much as possible, from all in- 
terfereace ia political affairs, it bad been decreed 
thai no one in orders shouId.be eligible either 
into the' senate, council, or any other civil de- 
partotent ; and that the ordination should con- 
fer so indelible a cb&racter, that no one by re- 
signing his preferment should thereby become 
qualified to hold any secular employment/" 

A useful establishment, perhaps not unwor- 
thy of imitation, was the ecclesiastical fund 
which accrued from certain regulated, but very 
moderate, contributions of the more opulent 
incumbents, which was irom time to time ap- 
propriated to the increase of the smaller livings. 
What a progressive fund of this naturewould in 
time have been produced, had not every salutary 
inatitutioD been subverted, may easily be con- 
ceived : and as the object of its institution must, 
afier a certain p^iod, have. been sufliciently 
answered, it was intimated that the iuture ac- 
cumulation would have been appropriated to 
the repairs and embellishment of churches, the 
building of organs, of which there were not 
many in the canton, and other improvements 

" They were not, so strict at Zuric } any ecclesiastic who 
quitted his preferment being there allowed to enter into tke 
p^tical career. 

' that 
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CHAP, that might contribute to tbe edtfic&twui of Uioae i 
vrfi-v-w disposed to practise tbe duties of religion. 
^buX. Considering that this country never enter-- 
Bou*- tained any standing army^ and that itbad during'- 
some centuries experieaced ap war of any m^- 
nitude, it can hardly be expected tiiat its mili-i 
tary establishment should have kept p«ce nitk 
the great improvements that have been made by 
all the neighbouring powers. Its force con- 
sisted of a militia, imperfectly trained, and in 
which native valour alone could ia some mea- 
sure compensate for tbe want of that mechani- 
cal expertnesB, to which modern tactics have 
been of late in a great measure reduced. Every 
■ipan, between the ages of sixteen andsixty^wfts 
enrolled, and liable to be called oat to service; 
and each of them was to supply himself with 
an uniform, arms, and accoutrements.*' Out 
of these, a body of forty thousand men w«re 
selected, and formed into twenty-one regi- 
ments of infantry, one-sixth greoadieTB, ^notiier 
sixth musketeers, and the two other thirds fust- 
leers, which latter were never tailed out but 
lipou extraordinary emergences, and from these 
the two preceding chosen bands were occa- 
sionally recruited. Four companies of ebse- 
seurs, or riflemen, were added and trained for 

" No one was lusDwd to ntarry unless heproduced his 
complete nulitaiy equipment. 

the 
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(fa{ more arduous serrices in -woods, among char 
Tocks, and in narrow defiles. The cavalry of ^.^-v-^ 
the cBBton consisted of eighteen squadrons df 
dragoons, and ene company raised in the neigh- 
bourhood of Biffea : as each man fou«l his 
own hone/none but pnaons of some property 
entered 'intn this service. A body of cuiras- 
siers, som^hundrieds in number, was maHitttined 
by the ^reat vasials, who supplied them wUh 
arms and horses. Four companies of .artiUeiy 
were trained with iax ^eatcr precision than tho 
rest »f th^ .iailitia : lastjy, there was a city 
gukrd af tlwee hundred and sixty men, one- 
third of.which Resided at Berne, a;nd the rest in 
the niciiuljf : . and these, with' one hundred and 
three men. :wko formed- the garrison of Arr 
luirg, ' were the only soldiers who could be 
ftfopcily denominated regulars.. These troops 
w«re ajiofficeredj at)d at. stated times drawn 
out .to be leviewed ; ' and their muster was re- 
gularly ' reported to the council of war, and 
uhimatelyto the sovereign council. The arse- 
aal of Berne was well known to be richly sup- 
plied with a numerous axtillery, and a great 
store of small arms ; besides which, every seat 
of a bailiff contained, an armoury, which, in ca$e 
of av emergency, might hare added to the de- 
fence of the district. 

' Imper&ct as the discipline of this militia ap. 

■ - pears 
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CHAP, peai^ taliave been> it would iaeritably have 
, been stilt more defective, had it not beeD for 
the foreign services, in which not only the pri* 
vales, but much morethe officers were rendered 
very expert in the use of arms and military evo- 
lutions ; the Swiss regiments having in general 
been considered as the best trained, and in fact^ 
the flower of the armies in- which they were en* 
gaged. This argument has been frequently ad- 
duced in lavour of those services : but on the 
ether hand, they have been as oflen reprobated 
on the score of the depopulation they were sup- 
posed to occasion, of the sums tiiey drew out of 
fhe country, few of the men, and none of the 
officers, of late living upon their pay, and abov& 
all, the depravity they introduced into their 
towns, and in some measure iiiao among the 
country-people. Upon duly weighing the 
grounds on both sides of the question, it ap- 
pears manifest that the practice upon the whole 
was pernicious; and that had the rulers of 
Berne not been biassed by secret, and perhaps 
pecuniary motives, they would seriously have 
deliberated on the means of removing this evil. 
Having g^ven a general view of the govern- 
ment of Berne, we may pass rapidly overthoae 
of Lucern, Friburg, and Soleuie, as they di&r- 
ed but little from the former, except in the 
Bun^liers. of their councils and senatest and in 
some 
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gpects in tbe mode of election; 
AotbiDg that materially affected tbe principles v 
of tJdeir political ecoaomj. Luctrn was go-^"'=*™- 
verned by a senate of thiity-sEx, and a 
council of sixty-four members, forming toge- 
ther a legislative body of one hundred, chiefly, 
though not exclusively, nobles, some plebeian 
burghers being admitted at every election. 
This body filled up its own vacancies by open 
sufirages; and tbe senate chose likewise iU own 
members. A seat in the senate raised a ple- 
beian and his family to the patrician rank, 
whi'di was acknowledged as a title of nobility 
even by the scrupulous order of Malta. Tbe 
greatest peculiarity in this aristocratical go- 
vernment was, that all questions relating to 
peace, war, and alliances, were referred to tbe 
.burghers at large. 

At Friburg the burghers elected tiie avoy- Fribure- 
ers, the chancellor, tbe town clerk, the burgo- 
. master or president of the law court, and the 
chief parochial {H'iest. Tbe legislative body, 
consisted of two hundred senators and coun- 
sellors, chosen by themselves out of seventy-one 
patrician families. The senate consisted of 
twenty-four members, and sixty of the great 
council constitidied a committee, partly for elec- 
tioDS, but chiefly for the' dispatch of matters 
that required secrecy. Most of the Sections 

Voi. 111. M -were 
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CHAP] -n'ere left to the absolute decision of hazard: ft 
\^^r^ box, containiDg a number of corapartments 
equal to that of the candidates, being present- 
ed to each of the electors, who threw in hit 
i»al1 without knowing for whom he voted. The 
advantages attending this chance mode, which 
was justly called the blind bSllot, considering 
the Kmited number of persons eligible into the 
oiGces, were no doubt more specious than real. 
'°''*^ At Soleure the sovereign council consisted of 
one hundred and one members, of .which num- 
ber, thirty-five constituted the senate. AH 
these, aa well as the two avoyers, the bannerets, 
treasurers, and tribunes, were chosen by the 
council, out of the body of citizens, whose 
number did not exceed four hundred. 
In the three aristo-democratic cantons, the es- 
"* sentlal difierence was that the members, both of 
senate apd council, were chosen from among 
the burghers at lai^, in their respective tribes ; 
and that every burgher was not only eligible, 
but that the lowest among them have actualij 
at times succeeded to the highest offices. 

The senate and council of Zuric consisted 
jointly of two hundred and twelve "mHnbers, of 
whom fifty were senators. The whole burgher- 
ship was divided into thirteen tribes ; one of 
,which, containing the nobles, and those who 
exercised none of the professions of the other 
tribes. 
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tribe^i was distinguished by the name of the chap. 
CoastableSj and had some peculiar prerogatives. \^-r-^ 
The seaatc consisted of the two burgomasters, 
who presided alternately every six months; 
four stadbolders or chief tributies, bfeing the 
lieutenants of the burgomasters; two treasurers, 
and the obman or administrator of the secula- 
rized church lands; six members chosen by the 
constables, three out of each of the other tribes, 
and six elected promiscuously out of any of the 
tribes. For the great council eighteen members 
were returned by the constables, and twelve by 
each of the other tribes i so that the whole le- 
gislative body consisted of two hundred and 
twelve members. The vacancies were imme- 
diately filled up I and the great offices were , 
all at the nomination of the senate and council. 

Basle had no nobility." The burghers were Buic. 
incorporated into eighteen tribes j three of 
which, belonging to little Basle, were blended 
into the fifteen of the great town in the elec- 
tions of senators ; but retained their separate 
votes in the nomination of counsellors. Four 
from each of the fifteen tribes of the great 

" In 1445 the fiasUiam, being incensed against their 
noblea, who in the preceding war had sided with France, 
banished many of tiicm out of th!e! cilyj those only who 
renounced ail distinctions of noBilny being suffered to re- 
main. 

' m2- town, 
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CHAF. town, together with the two burgomasteffl, 
' and two great tribunes, formed the senate : and 
these, added to tweWe from each of the eighteen 
tribes, composed the council, which thus con- 
sistcd of two hundred and eighty members. So 
far from the citizens at large being allowed to 
share in these elections, oal; those who had al- 
ready seats in the council had the right of vot- 
ing, whenever a vacancy was to be filled up 
out of their particular tribe. These elections, 
however, were not decisive, three in some cases, 
and in others six being chosen, among whom, 
one was selected by lot. Chance was also mad« 
to determine in the election of bailiffs, of the 
clergy, and what has often afforded matter for 
ridicule, of the professors in the university.** 

Twelve tribes, or abbeys, elected the senate 
and council of Shaffliausen, two members each 
for the former, and five for the latter of these bo- 
dies; and these, together vrith the burgomasters, 
formed the supreme legislature. The vacan- 
ries were filled immediately by the free suffrages 
of all the members of the tribes. The two bur- 
gomasters, the stadholder or proconsul, and the 
two treasurers, were appointpd by the plurality 
of voices in the council. 

" The cdebrated mathematidan John Bernouilli, drew 
the lot of professor of rhetoric, which it was some tim* 
before he had an oppottuuity of atchangiog for the mathe- 
matical chair, < 

The 

n,<jNj«j-vGoC>'^lc 



THE HELVETIC CONFEBERACY. 165 

llie goTernmeDts of the six remaining can7 chap. 
tons being purely democratical, it will be prac- u^-vo 
ticable to form a just idea ofthe spirit and ope- ^^^^1^ 
ration of them, without nicely discriminating ""^ 
ihe shades that constituted some differences ■ 
betwixt them. The sovereign authority in all 
ef them resided with the people at large. At 
Vrij for instance, the people met on stated days, ^"• 
generally once a year, in an open field, about 
four thousand in number. At these assemblies, 
which were called the communities of the 
country," each male, of the age of sixteen/had 
his suffrage. They were opened by solemn 
prayers, and oaths of fidelity and allegiance.' 
The people next proceeded either to confirm 
the old, or to elect new magistrates, consisting 
of the landamman, who was generally continu- 
ed a second year in office, the stadholder, the 
treasurer, and the secretary. They elecied 
deputies to the general diets, or for foreign 
missions; named the bailiffs in their turns, 
most of the cantons having subject provinces in 
common with others; and deliberated on all 
matters of more than common importance. For 
the dispatch of the ordinary business, a council 
of regency" was named; each community, of 
which there were ten, electing six counsellors. 

** Lands- gemeind. 
« fMfid-Tatb. 

The 
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CHAP. The laDdamman, who presided at this board, 
oi-v-«m! and in some cases each counsellor, had the right 
of Calling in additional members whenever he 
saw occasipn. Each communitjj each parish, 
each village, had its own independent Jurisdipr 
.tion ; it conducted its own pecuniary concerns, 
its revenue from lands, woods, and alps ; and 
chose its secular clergy. These primary com-r 
munities met at least once a month. 

ScbwiiE. Schwitz consisted of six communities, each 
of which returned ten members to the council 
of r^ency. The street Qourt, ap institutioii 
that savours much of patriarchal simplicity^ 
was peculiar tA this caqtou. The lieutenant of 
police," on receiving a complaint, called toge- 
ther seven of the first competent persdhs hQ 
met with in hi« way, who having heard both 
parties, immediately declared their opinion 
cdncerning the dispute. Its jiirisdiption di4 
not extend beyond a debt of fifty florins. 
England, with reason, prides itself in its trial? 
^y JUT I **«* it cannot boast of having beeto 
the only inventor of that saliitary institution. 

waidM ' Underwalden consisted of two grand diviT ' 
siong, the one above, and the other below the 
Kern wood ; each consisting of six communir 
ties or parishes; but the. former having the 

^ Gross W'eiiej, or Graifd Sautier, 
i . prepondefanry 
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preponder&ncj before the latter, intbepropor- chap. 
tioD of two to one, id all business of fiaaac?, <^r-v'^ 
elections of deputies and bailiffs, and otbef 
matters that concerned the whole canton, 
Zug, the least of the cantons, consisting of only Zu^. 
five communities, two municipal and three 
rural ones, had a more com[riicated govern- 
ment than any of the democratic states. It 
had its general assembly held in a public place 
at Zug, into which no ecclesiastic was admit- 
ed ; but this interfered no further than In tlw 
elections of the chief magistrates : all other 
concerns were debated in the separate conunu- 
nities, and the miijorit; of their decisions was 
conclusive. The council of regency, held in 
the town, possessed the executive power. 

The government of the canton of Glaxls, ourii. 
vhich consisted of fifteen communities, called 
Tagwen, differed so little from the other demo<- 
ctatic cantons, that were it not for the mixture 
. of religions, which required some peculiar re- 
cusations, it would have suf&ced merely to 
name it in the list. The chief magistrates were 
taken alternately from the two reli^ong; but 
the protestant landamman remained three, and 
the catholic onjy two years in office. This 
chief magistrate, and his Iteutenant the stad- 
}tolder, were always of different religions. The 
f ouncil of regency consisted of forty-eight pro- 
testant, 

n,gN..(jNGooglt:, 
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CHAP, testaot, and fifteen catholic members. All th» 
i^/f-r-^ other magistrates alternated ; and the times of 
tii£^r continuing in office were nearly in tlie 
same proportion. Each communion had its 
particular court of justice ; but when the par- 
ties were of different religions, it was decreed 
that the assessor, who might have the casting 
vote, should be of the same religion as the de- ■ 
feodant : each religion had moreover its parti- 
cular assembly, its treasury, and arsenal. Of 
.the subject districts, the protestanta had retain- 
ed the county of Werdenberg, and the catholics 
the Gaster and Uznach,each being of the reli^ 
gion of the sovereign. This simple people may 
h^ve been at times deceived in some of the 
meanstheyadoptedfor securingtranqHillityand 
equaljusticetoall parties; but equity appears 
manifestly to have been the principal, if not 
. the sole, motive in their political institutions. 
' AppenztL Of Appenzel, little requires to be said, but 
that being likewise of two religions, they who 
professed them had resolved to ^parate into 
different districts ; the nine interior communi- 
ties, called the inner Rhodes, being catholic^, 
and the exterior JRhotks, consisting of twenty 
' parishes, professing the protestanf religion, 
Each district had its general assembly, its couif- 
cil of regency, its treaisury, and police : but 
though each sent a deputy to the Helvetic diet^ 
■ %? 
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tiiey had jointly only one vote ; and this they chap, 
forfeited if they happened to differ in opinion, iji-v-^.^ 
Among the allied states, the government of ^h^'^Ui 
the Grison country deserves some particular Co"""7" 
notice; as it will he vain to seek in history, or 
in the polities of ourowBtimes,a formso purely 
democratic in its theory, and yet so remote from 
it in the application. The three leagues were 
divided into twenty-six higher jurisdictions, and 
subdivided into fifty-nine communities, many 
of them consisting of a single village, each of 
which being a distinct, though very diminutive 
republic, had its peculiar and independent con- 
stitution, chose its own civil magistrates, con- 
sisting in general of an amman, podesta or mi- 
nlstra), and twelvejurats, its pastors, and depu- 
ties, to the general- diet. All these it had the 
power to cashier, and in case of delinquency, 
to punish, without admitting the least inter- 
ference of the collective body, unless byway 
of intercession. In these elections, and in ali 
public deliberations, every male of a stated age 
had hi| vote." 

The link of union among these petty states 
was the general diet to which each community 
gent one, and four of the larger ones two depu- 
ties. These, together with the chiefs of each 

" This age, m somccommunities, was so early at the four- 
.^eeutb year. 

league, 
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Icaj^ue, formed a body of sixtj-MX inember», 
* who uiet In rotation at Coire, Davos, andJlanz, 
about the begiuniijg of September, and con- 
tinued sitting about three weeks or a month. 
It is to be observed, that these deputies were not 
authorised to decide on any question, but that 
they were bound in every instance to send to 
their constituents a statement of the mattgr in 
agitation, and to demand special iastructions, 
to -which they were bound to adhere. Eacl> 
coqimunity might however at ^I! times wave 
this privilege, by investing its deputy with 4. 
generil power to act according to his own dis- 
cretion : and ashy far the majority of the elec- 
tors were persons whoHy unqualitied to judge 
iil)on complicated matters of government, it 
may well be imagined that every society of tbjs 
nature would frequently be biassed by a few of 
its members, superior to the rest either in meur 
tal qualilicatjons, or the still mor^ prevaleqi 
influence of property. Hence many of tbe^ 
iinUraited powers were obtained ; and evep, 
when they were withheld, it was generally in 
the power of the leaders, by sqinc ambiguity or 
peculiarity in the stafcinent laid before the 
communities, to obtain the decision that best 
suited their purposes. There was no established 
board or council, which could be considered a^ 
an executive body. 

TbU 
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This will sufiSce to point out to the reader chap. 

viu. 
theprincipalsourceoftheundueinfiuencewhich ^^.-v^ 

at once defaced the most prominent feature of 
this popular constitution. Ao influence which 
men will in vaiu endeavour to coutiteract: and 
which, when the interests or passions of the 
leaders happento be at variaocewilleveropen the 
door to factions and civil commotions, the hor- 
rors of which that country has abundantly ex- 
perienced.'^ Mr. Coxe's judicious observations 
on the incompetency of annual elections by the 
people atilarge, towards securing the freedom • " 

of a state, arc well worth the serious considera- 
tion of every Eng'Hshman, who has the prospe- 
rity of his country truly a,t heart." 

In the Valais also, six of the communities TheVai^ 
( which were called Dizains^ the whole state 
being divided into ten districts } were strictly 
democratical and independent, each having its 
own civil as well as criminal jurisdiction, being 
governed by its own laws and customs, and 
sending deputies to a general diet, who were 
bound to conform themselves to the instruc- 
tions given them 'by their constituents. In cri- 
minal matters however, an appeal lay to the ge- 
neral diet, where the bishop presided, and lyt- 
erted a considerable degree of influence. 

" Particularly in the war of Valteline. See vol". iFi-p. 2'i.K^ 
f See Coxe's Travels in Swisserlaad, t. iii,- p. 230. seq. 

The 
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CHAP. The dizain of Sion, which was governed by 
v^v^ a burgomaster and a council of twenty-four 
members, may be classed among the aristocra- 
tical communities. The three remaining di- 
zains were subject to the diet, which consisted 
of only nine votes, the bisbop, the captain-ge- 
ral,** and the deputations of the seven sovereign 
dizains, each having a single suffrage, though 
they generally sent four, and when they pleased, 
9 still greater number of delegates. 

Of the fluctuating government of Geneva we 
nhall have occasion to speak at large in the next 
Chapter: nor shall we enter here into any fur- 
ther particulars concerning the constitutions of 
the allied bishopric of Basle, the principality 
of Nenchattel, the abbey and city of St. Gallen 
Miilhausen, Bienne, Gergau, and Engelberg, 
some of which exhibit a mixture of govern- 
ments, the unravelling of which would require 
more space, than is intended to be here allotted 
to these subjects ; especially as they offer np par- 
ticular circumstance or observation which may 
tend to illustrate the spirit and genius of thi* 
heterogeneous commonwealth. 
griTctie Having thus taken a cursory view of the sor- 
veral component parts, the aggregate of which 
formed the Helvetic confederacy, we may now 
proceed to contemplate the bond of union, tq 

" Lands-kauptman, 

3 ^faicli 
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iffhich they chiefly owed the rank they hare chap. 
long held among the powers of Europe ; but '■^^-y^ 
which, as has been observed by a writer of much 
authority," was improperly called an union, 
since, except in what concerned the commoo 
sovereignties, there were but few points in which 
they necessarily came in contact with each 
other. Its true denomination appears to have 
been that of a permanent defensive alliance, 
the object of which was the protection of each 
member against all foreign attacks, and the 
preservation of interior tranquillity, by the 
weighty preponderancy of a majority operating 
> against those who betrayed a disposition to 
create disturbances. Though an elective, it 
was however by rio means a representative go- 
vernment : it had no common administration. 
no concentrated authority, no executive power, 
no public treasury, no mint: nor could it, even 
in its relations with foreign 'powers, be consider- 
ed as an individual state, since most of the alli- 
ances were made not with the collective body 
at large, but one or more of the members sepa- 
rately, several oftbem having expressly reserved 
the power of forming such connections.** 

. " Diet, de la Suisse : Discours prelim'inaire. 

*" TTie Germanic body, and the seven united provinces, 

veie likewise aggregates of independent states; but they 

4ifiitred widaly from the Helvetic confedsracy, having each 

a collective 
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CHAp. Ilie diets, wliich thus appear to have bech 
^^^-yX^ held more for the purpose of coramunicatidn, 
than either of legislation, or any other func- 
tions of government, were either general or spe- 
cial, ordinary or extraordinary. The general 
ordinarydietsconsistedofthe deputies of all the 
cannons, and of those of the allies who were 
distinguished by the appellation of associates. 
They for a longtime met annually intbe month 
of July at Baden ; till, after the five old ca- 
ms, tholie cantons had been excluded from the co- 
sovereignty of that country, their deputies were 
spared the mortihcatioD of assembling at a 
place whei;e they had once held a marked pre- 
eminence ; and the meetings were transferred 
to Frauenfieid, a town which, though situated 
in the province of Thurgaii, subject to the 
eight ancient cantons, could yet boast of pre- 
rogatives which bordered nearly upon inde- 
pendence.'* 

3 collective sovereign, the one an emptror' and a diet, Ind the 
other a stadholder and states-general. 

-" This town, when it was, in J460, taken by the Swiss 
from the house of Austria, not only retained all its privileges, 
but even obtained such additional prerogatives as almost 
amounted to absolute sovereignty. It had its great and 
little councils, iis avoyers, all chosen within itself, and both 
■ . the high and low jurisdictions. The only badges of depen- 

dence were, that the Landamman of Tliurgau presided at 
its criminal court, and that there lay an appeal from the 
little council to the great diet. 

The 
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The canton of Zuric, which had the priority chap. 
of rank, the custody of the common seal and i>v->*^ 
archives, aod the direction of the chancery, had 
the right to summon the general diets, and in 
extraordinary cases, to fix the time and place of 
meeting. In ]^rtial assembhes, in which Zuric 
had no concern, the senior of the cantons, who 
were convened, was authorized to perform this 
office. To the general assemblies, each canton 
sent two deputies. The meetings were opened 
by formal speeches from the" chief deputy of 
each canton ; those of Underwalden, Glarii;, 
and Appenzel, who represented each a separate 
district, having all of them the right of deliver- 
ing a complimentary harangue. 

The presiding deputy, after this, proposed all 
matters to be discussed, beginning with those 
that immediately concerned the interests of the 
collective body, and the execution of the laws; 
referring in general to the priests ordnance for 
ecclesiastical affairs, to the convention of Sgm- 
pach for what related to military concerns, to 
the union of Stanz for the harmony to be pre- 
served between the different members of the 
confederacy ; and to the peace of Arau for any 
question that might arise concerning the cooi- 
moB bailiwicks. They next examined into 
the Causes brought before them by appeal. 
Audiences were then given to foreign minisUrs, 
whoj 
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CHAP, who, whencTer they saw cause, were aUow^ tS 
.k^-v-O summon extraordinary diets ; in .which case 
however, they were required to defray all , the 
expences attending them. The bailiff of the 
place where the diet met, called upon the mem" 
bers successively for their opinions : and in 
case of an equality of suffrages, which rai'ely 
happened, he had a casting vote. Questions 
of a general import, and of any magnitude^ 
were not ultimately decided, hut references 
'^ere made to the different cantons ; and those 
of superior moment, or of a partial nature, were 
frequently referred to a special, or to a subse- 
x[uent ordinary meeting. 

After this, the deputies who had no share in 
the common bailiwicks," made each another 
complimentary discourse and withdrew. The 
-bailiffs hereupon reported concerning the af* 
fairs of the different districts, gave in their ac- 
counts, and stated particularly the sentences 
Ihey had pronounced, and the fines they had 
imposed. All this was carefully investigated ,* 
. and the awards, if complained of, were either 
confirmed or repealed. The conduct of every 
subordinate magistrate was scrutinized, if not 
always with real, at least with apparent sere-' 
rity; and where any delinquency appeared, 

" Thurgna, Rheinthal, Sargans, and the upper free bai- 
Viv'k^s, lubjcct only to the eight ancient cantons. 

censured^ 
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i, perhaps not always with due se 
and here terminated the functions of a general . 
diet. 

Among the special dietsj those of the two 
religions were the most frequent and import- 
ant. The deputies of the protestant cantons 
usuallj assembled at Aran, and those of the 
catholic at Lucern. £ven at the .general diets 
at Frauenfeld they often held separate sessions, 
when affairs of religion were brought into de- 
hate. A deputy from each of twelve out of the 
cantons/'' met annually, in the month of Au- 
gust, at Lugano or liocarno, and enquired into 
the conduct of the bailiffs of the Italian pro- 
vinces-: and special commissions of the same 
nature were moreover, at stated times, appoint- 
ed by alt the co-regents, to examine into the 
proceedings of their delegates in the bailiwicks, 
•which readily received, and were empowered, 
to redressj the complaints of those who felt 
themselves aggrieved. These sessions of con- 
troul were known by tiie name oi Si/ndica- 
tures. 

The law of arbttration, of which frequent 
mention has been made, was the result of most 
of the compacts that had been entered into by 

^ Appenzel had no share in the Italian bailiwicks, tbey 
having been acquired before thia canton 'Was admitted into 
a confederacy. • 

T0L. III. K these 
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CHAP, these staWs ; and gave rise to many secondaiy 
^.Jpr^u meetings, which ■were aummooed for the •pur- 
pose of adjusting disputes occasionally arising 
between different members of the confederacy. 
Whenever these occurred, each canton at vari- 
ance, sent two deputies to the place agreed 
upon in their treaties, and these, when their 
opinions were equally divided, chose a sur-ar- 
bitrator from one of the neutral cantons. This 
umpire was for the time absolved from his oath 
of allegiance to his own sovereign, that none of 
his engagements might clash with the impar- 
tiality of his award. He was not allowed to 
propose anew opinion, but could only Conlirm 
one of those previously delivered by the depu- 
ties; but his decision was final. All the can- 
tons were not equally bound to submit their 
differences to the law of arbitration, the old 
ones, except reciprocally among themselves, 
having reserved the power of declining it, 
while those that entered late in the confede- 
racy were bound to adhere to it whenever it 
was proposed to them. 

The provision known by the name of the 
Defensional,'^ had been made ( though we do not 
find that it was often recurred to) for provid- 
ing for the security of the slate on sudden and 
very urgent emergencies, when the tardy pro- 
' cecdtDgs of the diets might have been attended 

"Seevol. iii. p.78. 

with 
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■fffth dartgeroas conseqoences. Deputies were Chap. 
<m those (fccasioDs named by all the members ' 
<tf ttte HeWetic bod^j who were invested with 
foTl powers to direct the force of the nation^ to 
be Mised in the proportion specified ia the abo^t 
tables, in -the manner that shoald to them seem 
most efi^ctilal. These deputies might truly 
have been stifed representatives, not of the par- 
ticular cantons that had nominated them, but 
of the nation at large. The origin of this in^ 
Btitution, like that of many ■others in this coun- 
try, is not distinctly known; butitsarticles ap- 
pear to have been particularly digested at the 
time of the peace of Westphalia, when the na- 
tion established its relative consequence in Eu- 
rope by the acknowledgment of its absolute in- 
dependence from the empire. 

The most superficial observer will doubtless 
perceive that this constitution, admirably calcu 
lated for the security and domestic tranquillity 
of a peaceful, free-minded, unambitious people, 
scrupulously tenacious of every right however 
trivial, and aware, in their simplicity, of the 
dangers of innovation, would betray much de- 
bility and inertness, if put to the teat of a vigo- 
rous attack from abroad ; particularly at :» , 
lime when, having themselves, through a long 
interval of peace, neglected the improvements 
made by other nations in the art of war, they 
H 3 could 
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CHAP, could oppose Dotbiog but an undaunted coh-k- 
> rage to the refined system of tactics dispLa^'^ 
by highly disciplined troops, and esp^iaUy-to. 
the tremendous effects of a formidable ^rtiUery. 
Such aD attack -it might perhaps still have re-: 
pelled, had the nation, availing itsaif oC the 
natural strength of its country, co-operated 
with the same unanimity as it did when . it de- 
feated the attacks of Austria, Burgundy, and 
. the nobles: but thewant of combinatio;i in its 
measures as well as of its forces, of a centre of, 
imion, and we may add, of a power to compel 
the reluctant, has no doubt ultimately proved 
the chief cause ofihe fatal catastrophe we have 
lately witnessed. Should independence once 
more gladden these valleys, and exhilarate the 
shepherds of these cra^y mountains, the wise 
and benevolent restorers of the free constitu- 
tion that must be devised for them, will most 
assuredly advert to this circumstance ; and pro- 
vide some means to call forth the whole streng^ 
in case of an attack, which, like the late in- , 
vasion, revolted indeed the bulk of the people, . 
but could not concentrate the disjointed parts, 
nor rouse the trepidating rulers into a well-di- 
rected plan of vigorous resistance. 

Although from the copiousness of the subject 

it has appeared improper to enter into any parti- 

culai-s concerning the alliances of the Helvetic 

states 



NGooglf 



THE HELTBTie CONFEDERACY. 

?fth different powers, yet this sligl 
■of their polity might justly be deemed materi- - 
'sHy defective, should no mention whatever be 
maide of the several foreign" connexions they en- 
tered into from the time they became a consti- 
tuent part of the political system of Europe. 
'■ The house of Austria finding itself, after re- 
peated attempts to subjugate this country, not 
only frustrated in its designs, but even exposed 
to the successful attacks of the irritated pea- 
^ats, thought it expedient at length to convert 
int6 a peace of fifty years, the conditions of (hi 
'Several previous truces, which the dukes never 
did, and probably never meant to observe. 
New infractions, succeeded by fresh accommo- 
dations, still kept up an inveterate animosity 
between them, which at length yielded to the 
common hatred, fomented by the French king, 
against the rash and unfortunate Duke of Bur- 
gundy. Sigismund of Austria, willing to avail 
himself of the valour of the Swiss, the impres- / 
sioB of whose arms his ancestors had so often 
- experienced, concluded what was denominated 
a perpetual and hereditary union with the eight 
Cantons and the city of Soleure, which was to , 
relate only to the Austrian territories immedi- (147 
ately bordering upon Swisserland. This is fact 
was a defensive alliance, but so far from 
being perpetual, it. was readily broken when 
the 
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CHAP, .the Suabiao league resolve4 to curti ^lie i*die- 

\^'f^^ pendent spirit of the confederates. Hftviog 
failed in this attempt, the Austrian exapefoit 

(1500.) Maximilian the Fii'st, renewed the same co^ 
pact with some of theeantons: apd sooQafte^ 
having succeeded to the donuBio^s of Dukp 
SigisrauDd> ratified it ip a more solemn- manner 
■with (he twelve canton^ and the city- of St. 
Gatlen; expresMy including in ibe trejity bis 
grandson, since eminent by the name of 
Charles the Fifth. This prince having iahfiT 
rited the county of Burgundy, his cra% graad<- 
«ire well knew that he would stapd ia^=^ 
need, if not of the assistance, at le^st of th^ 
neutrality of this people, towards the traoquil 
possession of that province ; nor was he blind 
to the importance of the Swiss in the wars ht 
foresaw be should have to carry on to Italy. 
Philip the Second, King of Spain, as one .of 

(IS5T0 the representatives of the house of Austria, ret 
sewed this treaty nearly in the terme of the 

(1467.) original compact. The capHijlftte ofMilaQ, 
first entered into with Galeazzo Sforz^, and 
since clainted bty two French moiparchs," ao^ 
incorporated iato <the alliances between Philip 
the Second wul the catholic cantons, becaiqe, 
wben th^ province was ceded to ti»e, duke^ i>f 

»T Lewis the TweUih, and Francis tl^ First, 

Atietri4» 
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Austria, an additional link between tiiose 
princes and the Swiss cantons. 

The viemity of the territories of Savoy, 
the many dtsseosions necessarily fom^ited by 
this contiguity, and the various complicated , 
claims of each party, and of their several vas- 
sals, produced, as we have noticed in a former 
chapter, various stru^les, which were termi- 
nated by treaties aad conventions, rather re- 
sembling temporary cessations .of lu^tilities, 
tiiaareal accommodations of differences. When 
after the Reformation, the catholic cantons 
conceived a jealousy of the rising power Otf 
those of the protestant persuasion, it became 
easy tor the Duke of Savoy, who was bent upon 
recovering the luxuriant tracte in the Pays de 
Vaud (which Berne and Friburg had wrested 
from him, and which he never viewed from the 
opposite shores of the lake, without repining) 
-to obtain an alliance with six of the catholic 
cantons : and this soon afW led to a subse- 
quent league, even with Berne, in which the 
canton agreed to a restitution of a part of those 
territories, on being confirmed in the possessum 
of the remainder. These alliances, when Sa- 
voy was menaced by the Spanish arms^ became 
a subsidiary treaty, or rather a capitulation for 
the supply of troops, of which some have ever 
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CHAP, fiince been retained in the pay of the court of 
vni. _ . ^ -^ 

1-.-Y-W Turin. 

(1617.) -pijg most extensive, intimate, and important 
alliance of the Helvetic states, vas no doubt 
.the le^ue with the crown of France. We 
have abreadj traced the origin of the predilec- 
tion the French monarcbs have ever entertained 
for the Swiss troops, up to the memorable com- 
bat in the cemetery of St. Jacob, near Basle. 
The heroic valour which a handful of Confe- 
. derates there displayed, gave rise to the treaty 

(1453.) between Charles the Seventh, which ten years 
after was ratified by Lewis the Eleventh, and 
has ever since subsisted, under various modifi- 
cations, and with very few interruptions. The 
enumeration of all the conventions, capitula- 
tions, and treaties, between France and the can- 
tons, would alone fill an ampile volume. When- 
ever abreach of promise on the part of France 
- LCaused a temporary intermission in these com- 

pacts, it generally cost the monarch more to 
appease the angry Swiss than if he had fulfilled 
his engagements. As if defeats were to rank 
raieng the trophies that signalized this people, 

((516.) the disastrous day of Marignan impressed Fran- 
cis the First with so high a sense of the Helvetic 
valour, thai, without loss of time, he renewed 
the alliance with the cantons, which be deno- 
minated 
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xiiDated, and wished to be considered as per- chap. 
petual. Each of his succe^ors renewed the v^ity-w 
league ; and Lewis the Fourteenth extended it 
not only ta the thirteen cantons, but to all 
their allies and ajjsociates. After the war of (lees.) 
Tockenburg, in which the ties of union among 
the cantons themselves were rent' asunder, and 
foreign alliances sunk into negleot, the French 
monarch offered a renewal of the league, with 
all the favourable stipulations it^ad ever com- 
prised : but the protestant cantons, having 
taken umbrage at the interference of the ' 
French ambassador in fiivour of the catholics, 
and suspecting that some secret articles, detri- 
mental to their own interests, had been insert- 
ed in a new treaty between that crown and the 
latter cantons, shewed a decided aversion to 
accept of any terms ; nor was their reluctance 
■wholly surmounted till long after that mo- 

. narch's death. 

The temporary treaties with the pope, chiefly 
brought about by the turbulent Cardinal of 

. Sion, soon yielded to the want of punctuality 
in the pontiff in fulfilHng his engi^ements: 
and this breach of faith, in a character deemed 
so sacred, proved some time after a powerful 
argument in the hands of the reforniers. A C^'*-) 
subsidiary treaty had, since the beginning of 
the last century, subsisted between the cantons 

of 
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CHAP, of Berne and Zuric, aodtherepuMicofVemce, 

VIU . 

(,^-y^ in which it wu etipuUted, thtt the troops 
granted bj^the cantons, were only to be em- ' 
ployed in the defence of the territories of the 
republic on the terra firma: but of these ser- 
vices, if any were ever performed, no memorial 
has reached our notice. 

Next to the French, the alliance of greatest 
consequence to the pnkestttBt caatons,,wastinit 
with the Seven United Proviaces, which had 
been 6rst entered into jointly with England, 
when the Protector CrotQwell concluded a 
(1C54.) peace with the StaXes General ; and the Swiss 
protestants felt the ties of gratitude i<x the 
. protection these two states had affi>rded them 
in their struggles subsequent to the Reformat 
tioQ. William the Third having ascended the 
British tbron^, became solicitous to eng^e 
(1690.) Swiss troops in his service, and actually con- 
cluded a subsidiary treat}', of which Gi^land 
. indeed hsks never availed itself, but which bas 
- ever sinc^ afforded to Holland a large body of 
men, to whogi they eatrmted the barrier that 
was long thought an important check to the 
grasping ambition of France, and whom the 
Dutch ever looked upon as the flower of tlidr 
army. 'On settling the capitulation foe these 
(1719, and troops, Berne and tfae'Grison leagues' added a 
that £n^and, at the deaire 
10 of 
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of Hollai}d, should ftt any tijjie he at lij»ertj to chap. 
ilairif a siiflilar supply of troops, upon itlie sajne ^^-,--*J 
lerii^s fis bad been agreed between them aad 
the republic, 

Sp^ifi-and Naples have long entertained 
S\fc'iBg.^r'0ops JD their service ; but the capitular 
latioqej. by virtue of which they were autho- 
rized to raise them, have not come to our 
kHowledge/' The well-informed writer of the 
preliminary discourse to the Dicttonnaire deta 
Suisse, states, that the number of Swiss whom 
Lewis the Fourteenth retained jn his service, 
amounted to twenty-eight thousand ; but that 
of late the regiments in France did not contain 
more than fitleen thousand five hundred" men. 
Taking therefore an average of one thousand 
three hundred men per reginient, the Swiss 
troops .in foreign services formed an army of 
near forty thousand men. Besides these, the 

^ An account of the Swiss troops ia foreign services, in 
the year 3780, for the accuracy of which however we do 
jiot pledge ourselves, contains the following number of re- 
giments : 

lo France . - - - . ]3 
HolJand - - - . 6 

Sardinia ----- 4 
Naples - - - 4 

, Spfiiq 4 

,ToUl 10 - 

French 
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CHAP. French king, the king of Sardinia, and the 
Pope, had each a body of guards, to which 
they particularly committed the safety of their 
persons, known by the na^ne ofiheCeni Suisses: 
and at this time, there probably is scarce an 
army in Europe, where numbers ofSwissad- 
Tenturers, urged by their love of arms, are not 
«nroUed. ' 
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CHAP. IX. 

Disturbances at Geneva in the eighteenth 
Century. 
A RECENT hisorian, of considerable emi- 
nence, on mentioning the disturbances that 
have agitated the republic of Geneva within 
the present century, observes, perhaps with more 
truth than will be readily admitted by the vic- 
tims of their patriotic ardor, ' that the revolu- 
' tionary spirit, which has gone abroad in our 
' days, and which has produced its most tre- 
'mendous -effects in a neighbouripg kingdom, 
' appears to have long since exhibited an inaus- 
' picious prelude in this unhappy city ; in 
' which the same principles, passions and ener- 
' gies ; the same foibles, errors and delin- 
' quencies, which have produced the dowafall 
' of the French monarchy, have urged on both 
'the rulingand thesubordiriate ranks, and impell- 
'ed them to their ruin. Th£ fatal coincidence of 
' these destructive causes,' adds the same author, 
* whenever it takes place in a devoted country, 
' may well alarm each friend of political free- 
' dom, domestic tranquillity, and general civi- 
' Uzation ; and cauw him to shudder at the 
' impending 
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CHAP ' impendiDg catastrophe." The people of Ge- 
^«-y^ik^ neva, full of activity, ingenuity and persever- 
aace, seem always to have been stimulated by 
an elastic impulse, which ill accorded with the 
narrow boundaries of their limited territory. 
, Ever ambitions to act a conspicuous part on 

the theatre of Europe, as this could not be ef- 
fected by their political consequence, they have 
courted celebrity not only by their improve- 
ments in sciences, arts, and manufactures, in 
which they have most deservedly acquired great 
"eminence, but also by their political specula- 
tious.andrefinements upon government: which, 
while they prompted them to struggle among 
themselves for the nice limits of aifthority, they 
little thought would in the eud lead to the loss 
of wealth, independence, and religion, and trnal- 
!y to the very extinction of their ever fluctu- 
ating polity. 

It seems to be the peculiar fate of republics, 
that when, by great unanimity and vigorous ex- 
ertions, they have at length succeeded to repel 
and discourage the attacks of foreign enemies, 
the dfPmon of discord invades the peaceful com- 
monwealth, and prompts men of a restless spi- 
rit, a:id high ambillon, to cavil at the authori- 
ties in which, perchance, no share has been al- 

' spider's Sk^tdi of ihe History of the Eurq)ean States, 
p. 35. 

lotted 
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lotted io them ; and (besa, should the rulers Iiap- chap. 
pen not to be cndowcdwithsufficient prudence, 0-y<j 
wisdomand moderation, either to restrain sediti- 
ous practices orto yield to their justderaands, are 
sure to raise a clamour that will ever end in 
faction and domestic strife. Of such men there 
are numbers io everj state : and as no govern- 
ment upon earth can be perfect, they vrill al- 
ways find plausible pretences for arraigning 
either some institution, or the conduct of some 
envied or perhaps offending magistrate. In a 
well regulated monarchy, such men are long 
kept in awe by the vigour, the stability, and 
splendor of the throne : but in a republic, and . 
especiall^inasmall democracy whereindividuaU 
maintain a familiar intercourse among them- 
selves, no such fascinating influence commands 
the deference of the subordinate ranks, in favour 
of those who steer the helm. This no doubt is 
a trite observation ; and yet the disregard of it 
has hurried many states into absolute destruc- 
tion, and maiiy societies and individuals into 
deplorable calamities : and ' to none perhaps 
does it apply more aptly than to the small and 
once flourishing republic of Geneva, which 
probably might sti)! be happy, had the con- 
tending parties been wise enough to admit that 
the best criterion of a good government is the . 
prosperity of the community. 

Tlia people of Geneva, at the beginaing'of 
the 
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the present century, were divided into four 
y classes: 1. The citizens; being the sons of cl- 
, tizens or of burghers, born at Geneva, and ca- 
pable of holding every office in toe state : 
3. The burghers ; or those who had purchased 
the freedom of the city, who sat in the general 
assembly, might be chosen into the cpuncil of 
two hundred, but were not admissible into the 
senate, or any of the higher employments in the 
government: 3. The natives; the sons of inha- 
bitants, born at ^Geneva, but who enjoyed no 
municipal privileges, except a few commercial 
franchises : and lastly, the inhabitants, who . 
could boastof no right except domiciliary suf-. 
'ferance. The sovereign power.resided in tbege-, 
neral assembly, at which every citizen and 
burgher above five and twenty years of age had 
a seat and suffrage. This assembly, besides ita 
legislative authority, and the power of mak-, 
ing war, peace, and alliances, and of imposing 
taxes, had, in its ordinary meetings, the right of 
electing all the principal mf^strates, consisting 
of the four syndics, six auditors, the treasurer, 
' and some law officers : but tliis right, in order , 
to obviate the tumults that often attend free 
popular elections, extended no farther than the 
power of selecting out of a certain number 
of candidates proposed by the senate and great 
council. The executive power was vested in 
the 
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tlie senate, consisting of twenty-five members, cjiap 
and the great council of two hundred ; theelcc- ^.^-^^ 
tion into this senate and couacil, as well as va- 
rious subordinate boards, being leeci'ved to their 
own reciprocal n6minajtion, without any inter' 
ference on the part of the citizens. This privi- 
lege, together with the right of proposing can- 
didates for the offices of magistracy, and other , 
tiQcommon powers vested in the senate, it may 
well be imagined, were considered as aristocra- 
tical prerogatives, injurious to the sovereignty of 
the people; and accordingly were among the 
first causes of the frequent disturbances of which 
it is now required to take a cursory survey. 
The events here to be related, may indeed ap- 
pear trivial to those accustomed to contemplatcv' 
the concerns of great nations and exteiviive em- 
pires;' but they are not so to the philosophic 
mind, bent on tracing to its origin the inipuUe 
of the passions, n hich here displayed themselves 
with far less restraint than they are allowed to 
do in a vigorous and wellregulated government; 
and the eJltxts of which afford a memorable in- 
stance of the fallacy of human wisdom.'' 

' A monarch wFio Litcly filled one of the greatest thrones 
in Europe, has cimip.neii a commotion at Geneva to a ftonx 
»n a tea-cup. A gr^v^; m:i«isirate of Zuric (Burgomaster 
Heidegger) ybscrved on a similar occasion that the Geuevcae 
kill iheminrlvea, for iisar of tailing sick. 

* Tlie statement* here given are almost wholly taken fiim 
the accounts of Meisier aiid Meinersj both which are al- 

voi. in, o lowed 
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\^- No sooner had the independence and securitj 
-*^ ortherepublic acquired some degreeof stability, 
led than commerce and industry became prevalent 
among the citizens, and soon produced riches 
and luxury, which insensibly led to an ine- 
quality of conditions that powerfully stimulated 
the unruly passions of pride, envy, and ambi- 
tion. The opulent and ruling families began 
now to transfer their habitations to a particular 
district named the city, while the inferior classes 
were retained in the lower town by their lucra- 
tive occupations. This habitual separation, 
added to the extent of power which the senate 
and great council arrogated to themselves, soon 
created a jealousy and alienation among the 
' people, which was encreased by every new in- 
cident, however trivial in its nature, or harmless 

lowed by the teamed and judicious G. £. Haller, and other 
competent judg;es, to be suffidenilj' accurate and impartial. 
We give them the preference before variaus more am- 
|Je narratives, e^ecially the valuable wott of Sir I'Vancis 
d'lyernoisj the authors we fbUo;!^ Itaving been no ways per- 
sonally concerned in the coromotioDS. Several hundreds 
of publications on these troubles are enamcrated by Haller, 
which at least ^lew that no argumei|tation has been !f>ared 
in e^idating the points in contest. Iliey wlio may not 
find the account here-given sufficiently ample, will pjease 
to recollect that being intended chiefly for English readers 
a more circumstantial detail might be found tedious if not 
euperftuous. 7 

in 
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In its tendency. A material change in the dis- chap.' 
position of all ranks of the inhabitants was like- «.«>-v-^ 
vise operated bj the great Dumber of French 
refugees who were allowed to .settle in the city : 
sod who gradually inteoduced a spirit of con- 
tention, egotism, eavy, and insubordination, 
which prompted the people to place more con- 
fidence in their own strength^ than in their con- 
stitution, or in the patriotism of their leaders. 
Several latv auHs were about this time determin- 
ed in a manner that gave offence, not only to 
the parties condemned, but ia some cases also 
to a numerous body of relatives and adherents : 
and one in particular, in which Fatio, a mem- 'f"'*- 
ber of the great council, a man of great parts, 
acquirements and energy, but withal of a -most 
fiery and aspiring temper, had been called-in as 
advocate, was decided in a manner displeasing 
to the minority of the citizens, and particularly 
oEFeosive to the pleader. The discontented * 
thought themselves called upon to take effec- 
tual steps towards securing themsf^lves agatnst 
farther encroachments of arbitrary power. 
■The first grievance against which they deter- 
mined to remonstrate was, the mamier of voting 
at.electioDs, which instead of an open suflFrage, 
they, in a declaration delivered in to the attor- 
ney-general in the month of December, requir- '"^' 
, ' ed to he henceforth decided in the manner prac- 
o 3 tised . 
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CHAP, tised in the lenate, by a secret ballot. Thiit 
I demandj being contrary to tbe established laws, 
was negatived in tbe council : but the citizens . 
persisted in their claims alleging that in their . 
request to amend an exceptionable law, they 
only expressed a wish to approach nearer to the 
mode of proceeding in the senate. 

About this time one of the Trembley family 
was elected into the council in preference to an 
aged, respectable, and popular citizen, on 
whom, had the election been perfectly unbias- 
sed, it was imagined the choice would have- 
fallen. The people noticed that there were al- 
ready two of that name in the council ; and tbe 
addition of a third they thought contrary, if 
not to the letter, at least to the spirit of their 
laws. De ta Chena, an enthusiastic republican, 
urged some of the citizens to renew, at the ge-r 
neral assembly which, was to meet in the month 
of January for the election of the syndics, the 
demand that all questions be decided bv ballot : 
and others, avaihng themselves of the spirit of 
reform that prevailed among tbe people, were 
preparing motions for additional amendments,- 
thc principal of which were, that the senate 
should no longer interfere in the ejection of 
counsellors ; that the number of counsellors of 
the same family should be still farther restricted; 
and that a code of the public edicts shoiild be 
printed 
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printed for ' the use of the citizens. Fatio ' 
checked the ardour of these hasty reformers, v. 
alleging that according to the fundamental 
lawsj this g;eneral assembly, which met merely 
for the election of syndicsj could take no cog- 
nizance of any matter which had not been 
previously discussed in the great council. 
De la Cbena resolved now to pursue a different 
course: he drew up a memorial containing the 
abovementioned articles ; «3used it to be signed 
by a considerable number of citizens, and deli- 
vered it to the first syndic de Normandie. An 
order upon this Was issued^ prohibiting all sig- 
natures of this nature: De la Chena insisted 
that they were not an innovation ; that no lavr 
existed against them ; and that without theni, 
the citizens had no means of conveying their 
proposals or r^nonstrances. The ex-syndfc - 
Trembley endeavoured to persuade him that 
mechanics are not competent judges of matters 
of state : ' and do you think," ansvrered de la 
Cheoa, ' that commoa sense is the exclusive mo- 
' nopoly of the senate i' 

The great council called upon de la Chena 
to take back his memorial ; and on his refusing 
to comply, the first syndic, in his presence, 
threw it into the fire. The enr^ed citizens 
had now recourse to the attorney-general ; but 
sooQ found that this public officer, whose pro- 
vince 
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CHAP, -vince it was to defend tlie rights of the people, 
s-f-v-v was unwilling to espouse their cause. Five 
hundFed of them assembled soon after,. befpre 
the town-house., and were met by a deputation 
of the senatCj with the second syndic Chouet at 
their head. He represented to them that the 
practice of signatures was of recent date, and 
at all times dangerous ; that the memorial bad 
been buint, not from any disrespect to the 
framers of it, but principally out of teuderness 
for some of those who had signed it ; and that 
for the same reason, the whole affair had better 
be buried in oblivion, A -loud murmur eu-^ 
lued : Thomas de Lolme, in the name of the 
rest, exclaimed, ' What tenderness f and for 
' whom i Signatures may be offensive to the 
' senate, but they are not illegal.' Chouet as- 
sured them that, so far from their memorial 
haviug been treated with contempt, commis-- 
sioners bad been actually appointed for tbe 
purpose of deliberating on its contents; and 
proposed to them to chuse^i number of dele-^ 
gates to be joined to this commission. Tbe ci- 
tizens instantly named the two lawyers, Fatia 
and Revillod, together with Piaget, Marcet, 
JjE Maitre, de Lolme, de la Cbena, and some 
others; and the deliberations began without 
delay, but soon broke out into mutual re- 
pcoftches and menaces. The delegates of the 
people 
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people at length consented to wave the right of CH^. 
gubscription, if any other mode were pointed •^^"^'^ 
out to them for giving effect to their remon- 
strances. The syndics promised, that within a 
month a satisfactory answer should be return- 
ed ; upon which the citizens adjourned to the 
Treille,' where Fatio mounted on a bench, and 
strove to pacify them. He assured them that 
the answer could not but be favourable; and 
that if it were otherwiscj they might still have 
recourse to a genera) assembly. Their clamours 
ceased, and they withdrew peaceably. 

Fatio recommended in council, that whert 
either three senators, ten counsellors, or fifty 
citizens, gave in a proposal on any sul^ject 
whatever, signed by them, the senate and 
council should immediately take it into consi- 
deration, and, within a fortnight, lay the result 
of their deliberations before the general assem- 
bly, there to be either confirmed or negatived. 
The magistrates novr perceived that Fatio's 
drift was to establish the purest forms of de-> 
mocracy : and in order to gain time, in hopes 
of allaying the minds of the people, they pro- 
ceeded very slowly in their deliberations. At 
length, on the eleventh of February, they re- 
solved, that the mode of signature was not only 
superfluous, but dangerous ; that only verbal 

* A publick walkj 

representation^ 
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CHAP, representations of tlie citizens should be ad- 
\^~Y-^ mitted; that these should be taken into consi- 
deration within the s^tace of one month after 
the communication ; and that all the former 
edicts, together with the remarks of the magis- ' 
trates thereon, should he forthwith sent to the 
press. The questions concerning the ballot, 
and Ihc limitation of the number of kindred 
senators and counsellors, were adjourned to a 
future day. 

Fatio meanwhile gained over two consider- 
able adherents to his party, the auditor Galiatio, 
and the ex-counsellor and Prussian agent, de 
Normandie ; and with them he planned a mode 
of election by ballot, which was adopted, and 
was long after practised. The citizens now 
called loudly for a committee for revising and 
promulgating the hook of statutes ; they once 
more proposed some restrictions concerningthe 
number of kindred senators; but above all, de- 
manded that an annual meeting of the general 
' assembly should be held on the first of June, to 
decide on all new topics relating to the state., 
Gallatin added a proposal, that forty citizens 
should be admitted as honorary members or ad- 
juncts, without right of suffrage, into the great 
council ; and that the vacancies at that board 
be occasionally filled up by lot, from among 
this number, 

Tli» 



NGo'ogic 



THE HELVETIC CONFEDEBACT. SOI 

The senate paving little regard to these pro- cha^ 
posals, the citizens met again in great numbers *. 
in the Manege, and exhorted each other to per- 
sist strenuously in their just demands. These- 
Date had gained over a few of them, and these 
were branded with the appellation of new Ma- . 
inelukcs: but the magistrates, unable to sfem 
the tide of popular clamour, agreed to a gene- 
ra] legislative assembly, which was appointed 
for the twenty-eighth of April/ to which no 
natives or inhabitants were to be.adraitted, and 
previous to which, singular precautions were 
taken to prevent tumults or insurrection. The 
(senate decreed, that at the opening of the as-' 
sembly, each member should take the oath usu- 
ally administered to citizens; but these thought 
it a palpable incongruity to swear previously to 
a constitution, which in the course of the meet- 
ing might perhaps undergo some alteration. 
The objects in contemplation were warmly de- 
bated, not only in conversation, but in many 
fugitive writings ; among which, ' A letter 
'from one citizen to another,' contained tl»e 
following display of the principles maintained ~ 
by the ruling party: — ' A people,' it is there 
said, ^ cannot govern itself : all who have at- 
' tempted it, have sooner or laler beccm; the 

f It was poj^oneil to the fifth of May. ,.^. ... 
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<^P- ' slaves of their artful demagogues : but a people 
' that entrusts others with the executive au* 
' thority, never ceases to watch over the abuse 
' of this delegated power : that state is free in 

* which the people makes the laws. A people 
' may resume its original power^ but no wise 

* people will ever do it on any but very urgent 

* occasions/ These maxims are next applied 
to the government of Geneva, and, after expai- 

. tiating largely on the excellence of its consti- 
tution : ' What can divert the magistrates,' 
adds the author, ' from the public good ? why 
' should they be less zealous forit than the 

* citizens ? Those who insinuate that the 

* council endeavours to grasp at the sovereign 

* authority, which belongs solely to the people, 

* are vile calumniators: but the council knows 

* the dangers of a popular ■ assembly that ven- 

* tures to deliberate on state affairs : our ances-< 

* tors knew these perils, at a time when the 

* community consisted of only five or six hun-r 
' dred members. The maxim which assert?, - 
.' that as soon as the general assembly is con->- 

* vened the m^strates are divested of all their 

* authority, and that alt citizens are equal, will 

* ever be subversive of good governnwnt, and 
' ultimately lead to anarchy.' The author as- 
cribes the sentiments entertained by the citizett3> 
partly to the opulence and ease of some, and 
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in -a still greater degree, to the ambition of the char 
many who aspired to power and distinction, •y^-v-o' 
Fatio and his adherents called this writing, 
which had made some impression, a sophistical 
school declamation. The clergy on the other 
handj inveighed bitterly from the pulpit against 
all abettors of unrestrained liberty. Such 
writings and such sermons were no doubt far 
better calculated to irritate than to conciliate 
the agitated minds of the people. 

The general assembly met on the appointed 
day. Deputies had, not long before, probably 
at the desire .of the m^istratfis, arrived from 
the allied cantons of Zuric and Berne,, and ap- 
peared at the meeting. At the dawn of day 
the citizens assembled in the church of St. 
Magdalen : Piaget mounted on a beach, and 
exhorted them to firmness and perseveraface : 
' Remember,' said he, ' that this day will either 
' crown or defeat all your past endeavours : 
' do not suffer yourselves to he awed at the ap- 
^ pearaoce- of your m^istrateis ; they are only 
' the first among equals ; their pre-eminence 
' vanishes in the presence of tjiose who have 
' conferred it : recollect at the same time, that 
' order, decency, and moderation are the true 
' attributes of the friends of liberty ; and that 
' without them, you will in vain hope to achieve 
'your purpose.' The citizens embraced, and 
proceeded 
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CHAP, proceeded quietly to the church of Sf. Peter. 

t-^-v-^ The senior mioisterj Calendrini, opened the 
meeting with a pathetic prajer. The Syndic 
dc Norinandie addressed the deputies of the can- 
tons, stating the purpose of this assembly. 
Ulric, the burgomaster of Zuric, read his an- 
swer, in which he extolled the blessings of peace 
and unanimity, but which by no means accorded 
with the sentiments of the citizens.' Cbouet, 
the second syndic, spoke next: ' It were a 

* crime/ he said, with a great semblance of 
candour and popularity, ' to ask where the so- 
' vereignty of this state resides : it manifestly 
' centres in this supreme legislative body. 

* Complaints are made that it has not been as- 
' sembled fur upwards of a century : the true 
' reason of this is, that no dteeting has beea 

* demanded by the citizens. They might si 
' any time have commanded it, and resumed the 
' power they had delegated to the magistrates ; 
' but of the dangers of this, our fathas and our- 
' selves have been too well aware, to hazard so 
' perilous a step. The great' council is ihe 
' miuister, the representative of the sovereign,: 
' but a thousand years, in cases like this, do 
'not establish a prescriptive right; and the 
' annual elections of the chief magistrates are a 
' manifest proof that the citizens have not re- , 
' linquished their supreme and inalienable pre- 

• rogatives.* 
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• rogatives.' The" pria»e syndic hereupon pro- char, 
posed the general. oath: Piaget insisted on the <_^-y'<^ 
glaring incoi^sistency of making a sovereign 
swear : and a general outcry arose thai do 
oaths should be taken ; those who seemed dis- 
posed to, comply, being severely rebuked, and 
even insulted, by those who peremptorily re- 
fused it. The ministers -held up their hands. ' 
Piaget taxed with treason all those who migl^ 
offer to take the oath, before a majority had 
declared in favour of the measure. 

Fatio spoke out of his turn, and was called 
to order by the prime syndic. The counsellors 
first declared their sentiments on the question. 
Some were of opinion that the citizens should 
swear individually, so that it might not appear 
that the sovereign body had collectively bound 
itself by an oath: others were for modifying 
the form. The attorney-general delivered a 
speech he had previously prepared, which was 
no ways" relevant. The clergy were next beard, 
and they unaaimotialy insisted on. the oath 
being taken. While the votes were collecting, 
Fatio expatiated on the impropriety of allow- 
ing the deputies of the cantons to be present 
at this' meetii^ ; urging that the precedent 
would at any time authorize the envoys of 
France to insist on the saiiie privilege. Tlie 
friuae syndic^ with a degree of petulance iH 
becoming 
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CHAP, becoming his station, exclaimed : ' If Fatitf ' 
will be master here, he may e'en take niy seat. 
With this he broke up the aBsembly, and ad- 
journed it to the following Thursday, The 
Swiss deputiesthe next day received a profusion 
of apologies from the magistrates, clergy, and 
priocipal citizens, for the uncourteous manner 
in which they had been treated the preceding 
day at the assembly. These apparently exte- 
nuated the offence; but yet their reports td' 
their sovereigns were not wholly free from si- 
nister imputations ; and it was evident that 
their prejudices against the citizens were daily 
increasing. 

The first question at the next meeting delat- 
ed to the presence of the deputies. Fatio being 
the only one who opposed it, some members 
■were sent to conduct them to the church. Each 
of them delivered a pathetic discourse, stating 
that their governments had indeed directed 
them to attend the important meetings that 
were now to be held, but by no means without 
the free consent of the assembly; and they more- 
over declared, that this instance should on no 
account be construed into a precedent. The 
prime syndic upon this reported, that the great 
council had totally relinquished their proposal 
of a previouii oath, and that a committee bad . 
been actually named for deliberating on the 
questioa 
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question of the ballot. Fatio moved that the chap, 
ballot should be adopted at the prespnt meeting', v-.-^-*^ 
in order to prove by experience whether ia fact 
it would be attended with all the inconvenien- 
ces that had been urged against it. He w^s 
stron^y opposed by Dr. Chenaud, who pro- 
posed- four articles, which he no ways doubted 
vould effectually restore tranquillity: 1. the 
publication of the edicts ; a point which had 
alteady been conceded: 2. the voting by bal- 
lot : and 3. and 4. two regulations of no great 
moment, concerning the elections and exclu- 
sions in the m^istracy. His plan met with 
general approbation; and it was proposed that 
the articles should be referred to the examina- 
tion of the Swiss deputies. 'God forbid V 
exclaimed Fatio with vehemence, ' that we 
' should declare ourselves incapable of restoring 
' our own domestic tranquillity.' He repro- 
bated the plan of Cheoaud ; and> the citizens 
once more allowed themselves to be blindly 
swayed by their popular leaders. The debate 
degenerated into tumult, and it was with much 
difficulty that the syndics found means to ad- 
journ the meeting to the twenty-sixth day of 
the same raooth. During this interval, great 
f Sorts were made by. the frientb of peace to re- 
rtore harmony : but Fatio was inflexible, knd 
determined to pursue bis object to its cbraple- 
tion, 
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CHAP. tion. Besides the former claims coDcemin^ 
wo^ the ballot, the promulgation, of the edicts, and 
the limitation of the number of kindred in th6 
councils, he now insisted more particularly on 
stated and periodical meetings of the general 
kgislative assembly. While he was thus in- 
flaming the minds of some, the enthusiasm of 
others abated ; the friends of government gra- 
dually increased, and even the auditor Gallatin, 
a. man, the chief features in whose character 
appear to have been moderation and candour, - 
espoused the cause of the senate. Fatio how- 
ever preserved sufficient influence to obtain 
from the great council a vote for submitting 
to the general assembly, besides the articles 
proposed by Chenaud, likewise the establish- 
ment of a periodical legislative assembly ; a 
particular mode of voting by delivering the 
auflrages to four secretaries, to be chosen occa-^ 
sionally by the syndics, two out of the cbuDcil 
and two from among the citizens ; and that 
not more than three brethren, or a father and 
two SODS, should he allowed to sit at the sajne 
time in the council. 

At the general assembly of the twenty-sixth 
of May, which was likewise attended by the 
Swiss deputies, the votes were collected in suc- 
cession, but not without some confusion. To 
the astonishment ,of the popular leitders^ a ma- 
jority 
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jority of fifty rtgecfed the mode of voting by chap. 
ballot. Fatio ascribed this partly to the tedi* 
ous speechei of the syndics and deputieSj which 
induced many of the citizens to depart without 
Toting, and partly to many of the voters having 
been intimidated by significant hints and oodi 
firom the secretaries. The question was new 
proposed, whether the articles should be put to 
the vote collectively or sepaiately. The former 
mode appeared to have the approbation of the 
magistrates, and was perhaps for this very rea- 
son opposed by Fatio, Marcet, and de la Cheoa. 
Tbe delegates of the citizens at the same time 
observing- that many were withdrawing from 
tbe assembly, called loudly for an adjournment 
to the next day. The syndics refused to com- 
ply, and began to collect th% votes; upon which 
manyiaorecitizeos absented themselves. About 
three hundred collected in a remote part of the 
church, and refused to vote. Dentan, one of 
the most restless • among them, repeatedly ex- 
claimed, ' they have deceived us ; they mean tQ 
' ov^-reach us.' The syndic de Normandie 
went up to Fatio, took him by the hapd, and 
addressing falm in a conciliatory tone, ' You 
' may restore peace,' he said ; ' persuade these 
' seceders to imitate the example U'their f^low- 
* citizens.' ' I have no right to command. 
' them,' answertd Fatio abruptly. The votes 
TOL. ui. r were 
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-CHAP, were oumbsred : eight hundred against thirty- 
' eight determlDed in favour of the articles being 
proposed collectively. The Swisi deputies and 
the magistrates, conceiving this to be a complete 
triumph, now congratulated each other on 
their success ; and the former recommended a 
general amnesty, which the latter declared tbej 
were ready to proclaim. Fatto,who had witfa~- 
drawn, returned t* the assembly, and remon- 
strated in the name.of the three hundred wb« 
had .declined to vote,, that the citizens had been 
deceived by ambiguous propositions; that even 
if the votes of the majority were a fair decision, 
it went no further than that all the articles 
should be proposed together, and by no means 
that they were, by this vote, either accepted or 
negatived. Instead of answering, the magis- 
trates desired him to come to the town-house. 
The Swiss deputies there represented to him 
thathe ought to conform to the decision of the 
minority, and that he would have to answer for 
the consequences, if the concourse of people 
at the church did not immediately disperse ; 
and they at the same time declared that' the . 
two cantons they represented would be ready to 
.support the vote of the general assembly. Fa- 
tio, perceivia^ now that he could not at present 
>ccompUbh his object, a^monislied the. people 
■to»parate, and withdrew to his dwelling. . 

., . .The 
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The crowd was actually dispersing, when char 
three companies of citjr guards appeared, bj v-'-rO 
order of the seaate, before the church. The 
eomtaaading officet having directed all who 
still remained, to repair immediately to their 
homes, one of the least timid among them de- 
manded by whose authority he took upon him 
to give such orders ? ' By an authority,' re* 
plied the captain, drawing his sword, ' which 
'both you and I must ob«y.' Some citizenSi 
who were armed, likewise drew their swordsi 
and a scufBe-eniued : those who had previously 
departed, ran through the streets and called to 
arms ; and dl the shops and warehouses were 
immediately shut. The populace was now 
preparing to attack the houses of the Mame- 
lukes : the women, the wife of Fatio at tbeir 
head, hastened to bring arms to those who had 
remained behind in the church; the guardi 
meanwhile, whether directed, or awed by the 
tumult, remained wholly inactive. Fatio dnctt 
more exhoi-ted the multitude to disperse, ^nd 
was the first who retired to his house. Magy 
counsellors and ministers resorted to the public 
pbtces, explained and justified the proceedings 
of the magistrates, and admonished the people 
to preserve the peace. The immediate decla- 
ration of aa amnesty teemed indeed' to }iav6Te*- 
stored tranquillity ; but the citizens, itsoon a^*- 
p3 peared, 
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pcared, could not so readily forget the unlook- 
ed-for appearance of Oie companies of guards. 
The party of the senate perceived the rapid 
progress of their unpopularity. One of the 
secretaries was taxed with havii^ unduly col- 
lected the votes at the Ust general assembly : 
partial tumults arose : the magistrates ordered 
the military posts to be' reinforced ; and, under 
pretentfe of guarding against external' dangers, 
demanded auxiliaries from the two allied can- 
tons, which were immediately granted: This" 
measure was represented by the senate to the 
great council, merely as a precautionary step; 
for the security of the city against foreign in- 
sult. 
A '^^of "" The Swiss mediators departed from Geneva 
tfmquU- on the third of June- The deputy of Berne, 
on taking leave of the senate, exhorted them ta 
maintain, by moderation and courteousness, the 
tranquillity that he trusted was now restored ; 
and to study to gain the affections of the people. 
' Men,' he .obsoTed, ' seldfwrt notice the faults 
' of those superiors whom they love ; whereas 

• even the virtues of those, whose persons they 
' dislike; are convCTted into odious blemishes. 
' Remember that feia is a feeble check upon a 

' -. frec-micded people : and above all, that you 
■' htve ^omised us to bury all past offences in 

* vblivion.' The delegates of the citizens at- 
, ended 
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tended thpm in the streets, and thanked tliem ' oiap. 
for their salutary interference. The deputies ^.^^v^ 
declared their approbation of Fatio's conduct 
in the last stage of the disturbance ; and exact- 
ed a promise from him to put a st^p to • the 
meetings of his party, which they considered- 
as the source of all the evil. 

On the very day in which the deputies de- ^"^^ •'•^ 
parted, three hundred ■ Swiss auxiliaries were 
admitted into the city. From this moment the 
senate acquired fre^ confidence, and exerted 
an unlooked-for rigour. Unguarded expres- 
sions were noticed and chastised ; and Fatio, 
instead of being (as had been preconcerted) in- 
duced by gentle means to suspend his attend- 
aace at the council, was apprised in an impe* 
rious mamier, that his presence v^ould be dis* 
pensed with. His friends indeed complained,, 
thougli faintly, of an infraction of the amnesty; 

' but the greatest number of the citizens seemed 
better disposed to attend quietly to their re^ 
Bpcctiye avocations in their workshops and 

, counting-houses, than to watch tlie proceedings 
of government. A sullen tranquillity prevailed 
throughout the city. One harsh decree was 
succeedftd by another i white the incautious 
magistrates,, indulging in frequent and sump>' 
tuous festivals, lield out an odious contrast 
between (heir luxurious gratificatiopsj and the 
severities 
f 
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CHAP, severitiei thty inflicted on the people, Falio^ 
w-v-*-* Marcetj and their frieada, being excluded from 
these pleasurable eotertainmeDts, resolved to 
have a festive meeting of their own ; but they 
received a mandate, enjoining them to desist 
ftom tlieir purpose. The time now approachi 
ed wlien, according, to aocieut custom, certain 
pilitary sports and esercises were practised at 
Goieva. Marcet had three years successively 
merited the rank of King of the Archers ; and. 
during the troubles, had biassed all the officera 
-of his corps in favour of the remoostratiBg 
citizens. The council, which neglected no 
means that seemed calculated to streagtben 
their party, excited all their young men to 
strive fer the chief prize in archel'y. Tlie soq 
of the ex-syndic Trembley obtained it tliis year ; 
and a sumptuous feast having been given -hin} 
on the occasion, he returned it with a banquet 
far more splendid than had ever been seen at 
Geneva. Intheintoxicationofmirth and conr 
tiviality, the dangers of the times were wholly 
focgotten. Some, foreboding the revengeftil 
spirit of the senate, exhorted Fatio to absent 
bimsdf; but he spurned the advice, declaring 
that he would never avow himself guilty by 
abscondii^. ' - No one,' he added, 'can hate 
f me, but be who hates the laws. If the senate 
' aims «t my life or my honour, I aqi willing 
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' to shew how a citizen ought to bear injustice, chap. 
' and to shed his blood in the cause of iiis coun- s^^-^-* 
'■try. Perhaps the remembrance of my un- 
' timely end may prove far more beneficial to 

* my fellow-citizens, than the most zealous ser- 

* vices I might still render them, in a life of 
' ever so long a period.' Some prompted him 
to make fresh representations to the senate, 
' This,' he answered, 'is not the proper time : 
' better wait till five years hence, when at the 
' next general assembly I may perhaps succeed 

* to the office of attorney-general.' The sena- 
tors trembled when they heard that the popular 
party were endeavouring to raise him to that 
eminerit station. The leaders of this party now 
interrogated the magistrates, what could bethd 
inotive for introducing Swiss troops into the 
city i ■ No doubt,' said some of them, ■* they afft 
-''here rather to'intimidate us, than to provide 
"* ifor our safety. .Who is it that has called theiti 

* in? certainly not the general assembly, which 
'' i^ alone authorized to take a step of such inr» 
' portance.' ' 

On a sudden appeared before the senate, Queiicdby 
Brochet, aii inn-kcf^per,' till now oPtbe dis- "'""''' 
contented party, who declared thai ardrcad'fdl 
conspiiracy was at hand ; tha:t a pfot was laid 
for serzing the arsenal, and to get rid of tKfe 
Swiss auxUianes,. and pf several' of tlie xoiinsdr 
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CHAP, lora ; that Pia^t and le Maltre were to head 
s^-v-^ the iasurrection, in vbicb be bad faimielf been 
offered a considerable sbare. Le Maitre was 
ipiinediately seized : Piaget absconded ; and 
his wife was in vain called upon to reveal tb* 
place of bis conceaUueot. Fatio was apprised 
of bis own danger ; but far from absenting 
himselfj be appeared publicly, and was taken 
into custody witbout any cbarge baving been 
exhibited against- him. Four artidea were 
found among bis papers, which not he, but d« 
la Cbena, had drawn up, and inteil^ed to lay 
before ^e nest general assembly. Tbeir tenor 
was, 1. that in future the council should not 
call in any foreign troops without the consent 
of the general assembly; 2, that such ttoopa 
should never be allowed to act agatoii the citi-p 
Tens: 3. that the proceedings of the great 
council, wbicb in fact represented the body of 
the people, should be subjected to a yearlyinves- 
ligation in the general assembly : and 4. that 
Fatio should be allowed to resume his seat in 
the said council. 

The senate stationed a strong guard at the 
prison, and ordered continual patroles through- 
out the city, De laChena was likewise appre- 
hended, Le Maitre being confronted with his 
accuser, the latter persisted in his deposition, 
wfeile tbf {brmer denied every Wticlcj except a 
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^w inconsiderate words a^net the auxiliaries, chap. 
tod his having answered to a certain person, ^^^^r^^ 
Vbo asked of him whether all was quiet, that 
the fire still glowed under the embers : these 
words were construed into a proof of the con- 
Ipiracj. A reward of three hundred crowoi 
was offered for the head of Piaget ; and in order 
to prevent bis escape, raen^bers of the council 
watcbed day and night at the gates, to see who 
passed. After he had lain two days concealed 
in a cellar, his corpie was found in the river. 
where he had been drowned in attempting to 
<Cve himself by swimmiDg. 
. The senate hereupon assembled the great 
council, and reported all the discoveries thej 
had .made concerning the conspiracy, and iti 
'several authors. Le Maitre was put to the 
rack : all who resided near the place of exami- 
nation were enjoined to leave their houses, tbat 
they might not hear the depositions or the 
screams of the devoted culprit. All that tbb 
inost excruciating torments could extort frorti . 
him was, ' Treat me as you please : I have no 
' accomplices, for I am innocent.' His wife, 
his aged and disconsolate mother, and bis little 
children, implored for mercy; but he was 
doomed to die, and heard the anvful sentence 
without either terror or coAipunction. His wifh, 
tod soioe of his &iendsj entreated him to ap- 

fWl 
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oiAP. peal to the general assembly ; but he scorned 
( the expedient. Unknown to him, they pre* 
lilted a petition, in which, without pretending 
to deny fats guilt, they remonstrated that be bad' 
been comicted upon the evidence of one single 
witness ; of a man whom, seven years before^ 
tbe senate had sentenced to- death, and who 
would have sufiered had he not been pardoned 
by the great council ; of one who was the de- 
clared enemy of tlie accused, and -had been 
often heard to utter threats of v«)geance 
^;aiD8t him, To the minister who attended 
him, he said, with a calm countepance, ' What- 
' exer disturbances I may have promoted be^- 
' fore the amnesty, tbey may truly be imputed 

* to genuine patriotism., I never aspired to 

* honours or offices, for which I knew myself 
' by no means qualified. The plots that are 

* laid to my charge, required money, talents^ 
' eloquence, and influence, none of which had 
' fallen to my share. I fall a victim to state 

* policy.' He acknowledged that the loss of a 
■law-suit had ' sonfed his temper. At the 
.town-house he heard his final sen^ncc on bis 

knees with great composure, until mention was 
made of the conspiracy. He then eKclaimed>. 
^ That is false, and my accuser is an infamous 
, f calumniator-'' -At the fatal tree be once more 
Inserted his inaocmtce ; and- whilst tbe execa- 
l tioncj 
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ti^ser Ws itraDgliDg him^ the people uttered cha^ 
l0«d ends »fulde«p^oaJisuf anguish aad com- <>..v-w 
Coiser^Uoii; 

X>e I» Client was next brouglit before the 
peuftte ; bad with terror and confusion a|>^ 
prpached the o^wful tribunsj. He was charged 
with iHvipg. been the first author of tin dis- 
turbances; th^ by nieans of the fpur articlef 
fQund amoQg F«tio*s papers, he had intended to 
?»iae fr^ iusurt^ctions; that he bad uttered 
•ppreAirious language against the magiGtratet 
and the clei^y ; iuid that by these, and other 
treasonable praoticcs, he had amply deserved 
capital punishment. In consideration of hif 
pu$illaDtmity, his life was spared ; but he was 
a^tencfid to forfeit the freedom of the city, to 
be banished for life, and to pay all costs. De 
U Ghena, bathed in tearij acknowledged that hit 
deliaqueocy exceeded his punishment; and 
prayed, that he might sufler death, since he 
could .not possibly live se^iBrated fVom his bc^ 
loved family and intimates : but his prayer was 
disregarded. He repaired to Morges, wbere 
he survived twelve years in a small municipal 
office. Piaget was hanged in effigy. ' 

When Fatio heard of these proceedings, he 

foreboded hia own destiny. As no accuser ap^ 

peared against him, he apprehended that poisolt 

would be the mean^ of dispatching him; an^ 

Hnctt 
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CHAP, hence abstained from all food, exce|rt fggs. 
I His conduct in the last insurrection was brought 
as a charge against bim': he was reminded of- 
instaitces when he hadarraigned the decrees-of 
the general assembly : he was taxed with having< 
ijl^^ly aSKmbled the citizens, and having 
four vticles in his possession, the tendencies 
of which were evidently aeditigus. He an- 
iwered, that as often as be heard of a tumult, 
lie always hastened among the insui^nts in 
order to disperse them ; and that, in fact, he 
had frequently succeeded to quell disturbauces: 
that he had indeed oflen conversed on state 
ftffairs ; and that he knew no subject more be- 
fitting the deliberation of good citizens : that 
he had never convened assemblies, but occar> 
sionally visited his friends ; and that as ta the 
four articleSj^ they had been given bim for his 
opinion, and that he disapproved of them. 
His defence avaUed not : he was sentenced to 
lose his head. He likewise would deliver in no 
petition * ' Death,' be said, ' is infinitely prefer- 
' able to tguMniny ; and he deserves ignominy 
' who, being innocent, condescend^ to ask for 
' mercy.' His brother, a counsellor, declared 
that he acknowledged the guilt of the sentenced 
culprit; but that the punishment would re^ 
fleet infamy upon all bis kindred; and that he 
himself would be compelled to lay down his 
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offices, if his brother suffered by the band of a c^p. 
public executioner. The council extended "-o-v-** 
their lenity so far as to order that Fatio should 
be shot, and thus die by the hands of soldiers ; 
that his sentence should be announced to him in 
prison; that the bell should not toll as usual at . 
executions ,' that the wands of the syndics 
should be sent privately to the prison ; and 
that the ministers should go thither disguised 
in' secular dresses. When he was told that he 
had but a few minutes to live, he started, but 
soon recovered his serenity : ' I may have been 
' guilty of some indiscretions,' he said, * but 
' surely not of any crime. I am persuaded 
' that 1 have rendered some service to my coun- 
' try : I Can with satisfaction survey my past 
' life ; and shall meet death with resiguation.' 
On hearing his sentence pronounced, he opened 
a Bible, and read to his judges the firet verse of 
the fifty-eighth psalm.' On descending to the 
court where the sentence was to be executed, 
some offered to assist him, but he declined their 
aid, saying, ' I am in health and vigour, and 
' can walk alone.' Without the least emotioa 
be tied up his eyes, and pointed to tbe soldiers 
where to direct their muskets. He prayed, and 

" ' Are your m'\n^s set upon righteousness, O ye congrega- 
tion : anti do ye' judge the things that aie right, O yu sons 
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ottered these last words ; ' I ate iaitocent, ttA 
t ' they take Kw»y my liTp : AUaighty God, grant 
* me the power to forgive them.' the only 
fault hi^ frieads imputed to him, was too great- 
A foadnesB for argumentation ; and a vindic* 
tive spirit was the greatest blemish the most in- 
veterate of his enemies could add to that de- 
fect.' 

Many other severe penalties were, during 
this and the following year, inflicted on vari- 
ous citizens. After the hearts of most of tbem 
bad been sufficiently alienated, and nothing 
but the terror of the late executions restrained 
their fierce resentment, the magistrates ordained 
an extraordinary fast-day, in which the clergy 
did not fail to extol the justice of the govern- 
ment, and the salutary effects of their seasonable 
firmness. The auxiliaries were soon after dis- 
missed ; but the companies of the city guards 
were augmented each to ninety men. 

The time approached now when, as had been 
decreed five years before, the periodical general 
assembly was to meet for the first time. The 
citizens were actually convened on the tenth 
of December : but a majority immediately re- 
pealed the very edict by virtue of which they 
had been called together; and thus destroyed 
in an instant the very basis of the structure 
which had been reared by Fatio, and to which 
he 
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he had- sacrificed bis life. Numbers of tbe C 
people were penetrated with sorrow and dis- i^ 
dain ; but the partjr of the magistrates publicly 
and loudly exulted in this happy deliverance 
from the traiamcls of a superintending autbo' 
rity. 

To have entered thus minutely into the ori- 
gin, progress, and fatal termination ofthe above 
disturbances, will scarcely be deemed superflu- 
ous, ifweredect that from these beginnings 
arose all the troubles that have distracted this 
unhappy city for near a century, and impelled 
it at length to its utter ruin. From this cir- 
cumstantial detail we learn to appreciate the ' 
pernicious effects of the restless disposition of 
the people, which repeatedly called forth coer- 
cive, and no doubt often unjusttSable measures> 
on the part of the magistrates ; thus by a cir- 
cular operation of reciprocal causes, producing' 
evils which a few wise and moderate citizens 
deeply lamented, but could not remedy. From 
a near contemplation of these troubles, and an 
investigation of tbe stimulating causes that ex- 
cited them, we may in a great measure prog- 
nosticate tbe subsequnit struggles which could 
not but be produced by such Jarring elements : 
and the writer may hence proceed in his narra- 
tive, without dwelling on the nicer shades, 
>rbich 
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CHAP, wliieli dbtingnish the characters of tin future 
<^f-v"«^ agents, and the temper of the times.'' 

* Ad btelligent and candid obserrer, wlto b thoronghljr 
acqaamted with the late Ferolotions of Geneva, and who tiai 
bestowed a penisal opon these pages before tbe^ went to 
pens, has fzvonred the author witii the following rental { 
which as they place the motives that excited these {roablei 
in a Bomeuhat different tight, will, it is hoped not be onac- 
ceptable to the readers vhoit main otject it to arrive at 
tiutb. ' 1'be statement here ffvea,' be says, ' b manifestly 
'drawn from the wriicra of the populafpai^. TbegoTem- 
' inent of Geneva was no donbt in many instances exception- 

* able in point of conduct, nor were its sentences always 
' strictly equitable ; but the culprits, on the other bandi 

* were far from being so innocent as has been represented. 
' The project of periodical assemblies, and of reierring aQ 
' the acts of the execuli\-e Ixxly to the perpetual revision a£ 
' the general assembly, was a fundamental iniiovation, foreign 
' to our laws and to our established osages. Its tendency 
' was wholly .to subvert the mixed form of our government, 

* and to convert it into a democracy. The general assembly 
' would thereby soon have been degraded into an ordinarf 
' council of admiuistiation : anarchical innovations would 
' have succeeded each other in a rapid pn^ression : and 
' bance the promoters of this plan can only be considered as 

* factious disturbers of an established government. They 

* bequeathed their disorganizing ideas to all the demagognes 
' who took the lead in the subsequent troubles. Micbeli du 
' Crest (ihe philusoi^er) seized on them with eagerness; and 
' he, with numijers of other popular leaders, have ever since 
' incessantly laboured to establish these general assemblies 
'of revision, of censure, of legislation, of motions; the in- 

* fiodnction of which had been first suggested by Fatio and 

. ■ 'bis 
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^e m^strates of Geoera having now, chap. 
though not altogether broken, yet coosiderabl/ w-v-o^ 
loosened the bonds that restrain^ their power, "i^J^to 
boJdl; attempted a measuce, which, if carried, m3«. 
thej ho{)ed would at oaee establish their au- 
thority upon a solid and permanent foundation. 
Two years aftec its last triumph, the senate, mi 
prompted by the persuasions of the young of- 
ficers who periodically returned from France, 
where Vauban, and other eminent engineers, 
had brought the science of fortification into 
the greatest repute, determined to make con- 
siderable additions to theworha round the city; 
and in order to raise the fund necessary for 
that purpose, resolved to impose a tax on the 
citizens, which was annually to yield the sum 
of ten thousand crowns ; and moreover, to bor- 
row from them two hundred and seventy thou- 
sand crowns, for which they offered to pay an . i 
interest of three per cent. The attempt was 
premature : the citizens took the alarm ; many 
expatiated against the encroachment upon the 
privilege of the general and sovereign assembly, 

' hli colleagues ; and of which the popokr party never lost > 

' li^bt duiiog eighty years of tnce^ant commotiuns, iit. 

' which the letiate, awed by the aadaci^ of the innovators, 

' threw itself into tha opposite extreme, and attempted to 

< countenut theu' efibiti by aa exteuioQ of Its own preroga- 

• tives." 

V(H* III. ^ Y^*^' 
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CHAP, which, they said, in constitutiog subordinate 
•K,,r>r^ authorities, had neverdivested itself of the right' 

"^^ of taxation. After these murmurs had lasted 
some years, two anonymous letters appeared, in 
which the magistrates were publicly charged 
with flagrant deugns of undermining the con- 
stitutfOH. These were immediately declared 
seditious; and their distribution was s^t^tly 
prohibited. 
^*^*» One of the principal abettors of these new 
troubles was Micheli du Crest ; a man descend- 
ed from a noble Genevese family, who, after 
the death of his father, had been involved in 
Texatioua law-suits concerning his inheritance, 
in which- he was cast. Enraged at what he 
deemed an iniquitous sentence, he, without 
complying with the decree of the tribunal, re- 
paired to his company in the French service ; 

^7>** and thence, in the course of the next year, sent 
in a writing to tfae military commission at Ge- 
neva, in which he severely censured the newly 
adopted plan of fortification. Notwithstand- 
ing tfae avowed opposition, he was in the same 
year elected into the great council. Here he 
reprobated that plan with uncommon asperity; 
and soon afler, once more forsook his native 

""' city. In a paper he published at Strasburg, 

be criticised every part of the plan, wfaic^ was 

now advancing in its execution ,- and unequi- 

Tocally 
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mtcallj taxed the inspector of the works witli chap. 
gross igDoraace, and corrupt profusioo. 

Oothe sixth of Januarj of the ensuing year, 
the senate ordered, ' that du Crest should make 
' a public recantation, and deliver in all his se- 
' ditious writings :' but he, spurning the decfee> 
published a vindication, vrhich he dedicated 
to the Duke du Maine. On the thiirtieth of 
May, in the succeeding year, he was expelled 
the great council, deprived of the fieedom of 
the city, and coodemued to forfeit the whole 
of his property. In the next month of Octo- 
ber he becEune acquainted at Frankfort with 
two of his countrymen, named I^oteps and 
Joly, whom, both in conversation and writing, 
he excited against the magistracy: be per- 
suaded them that the supreme power resided 
solely in the citizens; that all sentences and 
decrees ought to be confirmed by them ; and 
maintained otber similar 0{HDions higl^ly pa- 
latable to the lower classes of men. This corres- 
pondence was betrayed ; and on the succeed- 
ing eighth of June, he was sentenced to perpe- 
tual imprisonment. This decree greatly added 
to his inveteracy. 

His party at Geneva became gradually so 
formidable, that in order to obviate greater dis- 
orders, the council found it necessary to com- 
mute the tax imposed for canying on the for- 
'^2 tifications 
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CHAP, tifications Into a Toluntary contribution. Not- 
withstanding this mitigation, the citizens oflen . 
met -in 'consultation; and. eight hundred of 
them caxae to the attorney-generalj with a pe- 
tition., in which they remonstrated against all 
taxes hitherto levied; animadverted' upon cer- 
tain decisions of the senate, which they deemed 
partial'; '^fid prayed for an immediate convo-' 
cirtron of the general assembly. The senate 
inaliltaincd, that according to the records, and 
i-sptfcially a formal edict of the preceding cen- 
tury,^ all contested points are left to the deci- 
sion' of the coiincil. The citizens, far from 
&cr[iiiWing in this, became more clamorous, 
)lnd threw out some menaces. The council 
assembled on the seventh of June: on the 
twenty-third the citizens delivered to the syn- 
dics and the attorney-general a declaration, in 
which tlit^y protested, that they by no means 
wished or demanded any change in the form of 
ji;o\'cmment, but that they merely desired some 
cxplanntion concerning the taxei*, and the for- 
illi«'atiuns. The council, without givioga de- 
cidf^d' answer, broke up much earlier than usual, 
for the summer vacation. 

'Meanwhile areport being spread thattroopa 
vcrcarri\'ingfrom Berne to protect the magis- 

•Oftheyear 1S70. 
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b^c J, the citizens codtmued; to bald &equ«Bt ctuf- 
mieetingSi and jshfiwtd great ^igns t)f disaf- , 
fection. On the .twenty-ioiOth of, June they 
ODce more made a-foCnli^ 're(19>sitioix fof a 
general assembly. Two auditors were aeot 
to divert them from tbeif purpose^ b(ft, ty 
• nO' effect: they rioted all night throughout 
the city; and seemed disposed, to proceed 
to acts fff violence. - The syndics,, antj spveral 
of the couoseltors, repaifed to th^e town-liouse. 
X^st the citizens should seize oa the cannon 
belonging to the city, the syndic Trembley or- 
dered two-and-tweaty of them to be spiked 
.with wooden pegs. The citizens, euragcd a^ 
.this maffc of distfUKt, demanded, ou the fourth 
fitJuly^ that the custody of the principal post> 
in the pity, should be copimitted to their c^e. 
This being granted, a lew of the insurgents led 
out, and planted four pieces of ordaance, at th^ 
gate at which they had been intbrmed a body 
-of Swiss troops wag to be adiqitted; lui^ the 
*^ort- of the approach (jf these auxiliaries hav> ■ 
ingbeeo iodustriously propagated, all the citi>- 
^eas armed, and took possesstoA of all (he city 
.gates and out-post?. ,- 

On the eighth of July, the •csnn(:il ^luin- 

nioned a meeting of the citizens, aud jjroposed . 

the questions, whether the fortifii'ations«houli^ 

be contiiiued? and, if approved, whether th^'y . 

would 
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vould consent to aonie further imposts Tor that 
purpose P To the astoniihinent of many, who 
thought «o rapid a return to moderation an 
event rather to be widied t^un expected, both 
points were unanimously agreed to; where* 
tipon. in order to promote this manifestation of 
perfect concord, the council proclaimed a gene-^ 
ral amnesty. 

- Fresh deputies from Berne and Znric, who 
bad been invited by the magistrates, appeared 
'on the eighteenth of July ; but were assured^ 
both by the council and the citizens, that per- 
fect tranquillity had been restored, and that the 
custody of the city was again surrendered to 
the garrison. Some of the counsellors- however^ 
were still suspected of harbouring designs ioi- 
mical to the liberties of the people ; nor could 
thecitizeos brook the reproach cast upon them 
by the spiking of the cannon. By this, and 
other unpopular acts, the syndic Trembley had 
renderedhimself particularly obnoxious : some 
attempts were made on his person, and a num- 
ber of citizens one evening prevented the keys 
of the city gates from being taken to hia house. 
This, and other untoward incidents, induced 
bim to offertbe resignation of his office of syn- , 
die of the guard, which however the-senate .re- 
fused to accept. 

Conceiving that all dangers were at an end. 
the 
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thedeputies'of the Cantons now left the city. chap. 
From this moment every expedient was con- •«^'v-^ 
trived for keeping Trembley (who had repair- 
ed to a'country-house) from returning into the 
town ; and another plot against the privileges 
of the people, .vas now laid-tO his charge. 
The senate released the garrison firom the oath' 
they bad taJten to him ; and ordered them to 
swear obedience to the prime syndic. On the 
twenty-fourth day of October, the citizens,' 
after church service, assembled at the usual 
place of meeting ; ,and here assented to a paper' 
to be delivered to the syndics, in which they- ' 
demanded explicit answers to the tbree follow* 
ing points : 1. The motive for barricading "Ae 
upper part of the city, where the magistrates 
chiefly resided ; for which quantities of tinibeF 
had already been collected i % the real pur- 
pose of an order which Tr«nbley had given to 
ihe-garrison, and which appeared to strike at 
the security of thecitizens, and the fundament- 
al laws of the state ? and 3. the reason why 
' great numbers of loaded muskets were'kept in 
readiness at the arsenal, and other hostile pre- 
parations were carried on with uncommon ac- 
tivity i The adminiftratioQ of the penal laws 
being committed to the senate, the 'citizens, 
urged that body to take immediate 'cognizance 
of these delinquencies, and to inflict condigit 
punishment 
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CHAP, pudishinent on the perpetrators. On tlie Fri-* 
i.f-v-w day foHowiog the senate declared, with only 
two dissentieat voices, that Tremhley's project 
had been planned with the knowledge and 
approbation of the government ; that by virtue 
of the amnesty of the sixth of August, no fur- 
ther investigation on the subject would now 
take place; and that the charges therefore re-^ 
quired no aoswen. This declaration was soon 
aAer confirmed by the great council ; but this 
body was not equally unanimous as to the reply 
to be made to the eitiiens. Thejnatter was 
referred to a committee consisting of five sena- 
tors, eight counsellonj the senior pastors, and 
thirty-four deptfties of the citizens. 

A report having been spread that fresh de- 
puties were coming from the cantons, the citi- 
Sens mounted cannons upon the ramparts, and 
teMmbled in companies. On tiie fifth of De- 
cember it was resolved in a secret committee of 
the citizens, that eleven of the senators sliould 
he deposed ; and on the same evening tbey de- 
clared this resolution to the thirty-four depu- 
ties, who titer debating till past midnight, at 
hut decided by ballot, that five of the senators, 
and the auditor de Carro, should be dismissed ; 
and that the syndic Tremfajey should be ba- 
flidied. On the sixth the citizens' met in com- 
panies : many opp<md the resolutions of the 
preceding 
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preceding night, but they were laughed to chap. 
scorn. < The Cramers of them ackDoyrledged < 
that they were severe, but at the same time in- 
sisted that they were indispensably necessary. 
*- Either,' said they, ' ve must destroy others, or, 
'they will destroy us.' Id this state of tumult 
and confusion, the majority proceeded towards 
the town-house. Many of the liounsellors Were 
in doubt what measures to pursue: they as- 
fembled, aud the thirty-four delegates demaod- 
od admission. The council being informed 
tjiat the town-house was completely invested by 
tiie citizens, deputed the syndics to hold a con- 
ierence with them. These having reported.the 
demands of the citizens, Trembley, Chapeau- 
Kouge, aud, Tronchin, three of the accused 
counsellors who were present at the meeting, 
declued that they were ready to sacrifice their. 
offices to the public tranquillity; while the 
friends and relations of those who were absent 
protested against all proceediogs, until the ' 
parties bad been heard in their own defence. 
The usual preparatory steps were taken towards 
a 'Criminal process; but meanwhile the citizens- 
would suffer no one to depart; and about dooq 
tiie whole city was in arms. 
. The council now put three propositions 
jucccssively to the vote. 1. That no positive 
lanawer be given to the citizens : 2. ih^t a ge- 
- ceral 
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neral aisembly be summoned for the fonoviog 
week: and 3. that the members accused, am 
well the three present, as those who were ab- 
lentj, should vacate their seats both in the senate 
and council. After' much .debate and alterca-' 
tion. the last measure was at lei^^th adopted at' 
the request of the members under accusation ;- 
mi the council moreover declared that Trem- 
bler's plan, of fortification had been irregularly 
introduced. The syndics reported this decree 
to the deputies of the citizens; butthe^did 
by no means express themselves fully satisfied, 
and still insisted that all the demands of the ci- 
tizem should be complied with uuconditiooally. 
Flushed with success, th^y appeared again be* 
fore the council^ on the twelfth of E)ecember, 
with additional articles^ among which the fol- 
.lowing were the principal: 1. That ageneral 
assembly be convened ; that all that had been 
decreed Bim:e the second of March, be there 
•oleuuily confirmed ; and that a generid am- 
nesty be. thereupon declared : 3. that during^ 
the holding of the general assembly, the cus- 
tody of the principal church, and the great 
place, be committed to a company of citizens : 
and 3. that the code of laws, which had been 
long demanded, be forthwKh published. These 
articles were a few days after accepted witiiout 
hesitation, at a coundl, which indeed was not 
1 attended 
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aUendedbj half its members. On the twentieth^ ghak 
tbe general assembly confirmed all the n^la- ^^-v-v 
ttoos hitherto made : and the citizens surren- 
dered the different posts to the garrison : re- 
lerving the right to- assemble in compftnies 
vitbout the permission of the council, and^ to 
appoint committees vrheneVef they should seQ 
fit. Although the deposed counsellors, and MomemM- 
tiie exiled Tremblej, still retained a number of of Demo- 
adherents, as well in this as in the neighbouring 
garernaients, yet no effectual steps were taken 
in their behalf; and the magistrates even found 
themselves compelled to censure, &s highly re* 
prehensible, a memorial which Trembley trans- 
mitted in justification of his conduct. 

Micheli du Crest, meanwhile, composed at 5i][^5L, 
Cheae," his present place of refuge, several me^ lenninMrf 
morials, petitions, aadremonstrances, of whicK ■ "^ 
in the following year, many hundreds of copies 
were distributed at' Geneva. These various 
seeds of discord generated three different par- 
ties, among which that of the council gradually 
obtained the superiority ; and on the;eighth of 
December, du Crest was declared an enemy of 
the state- His principal remonstrance, which . 
he entitled Placet de tccours, was burnt by the 
public executioner ; and his effigy was affixed 
to the gallows. This order, which it was at- 

* AviUageoatheconfioesofSavof. 

serttid 
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ciMp. KrUd ought fo have been Bubmitted to the ul- 
' timate decision of the citizens, increased the 
puUic clamours ; and du Crest, availing htm- 
Klf of the di^tractidn that prevailed in the citvy 
offered to appear in person before the general 
tssembljv in his own vindication ; but the senate 
fimstrated his design, and he ODce more With- 
drew to Paris. Three young -citizens, who bad 
eng^ed to introduce him into the city, were 
apprehended. One of then), not being able to 
find an advocate among the citizens, bad re- 
cdorse to a stranger. This beir^ forbidden by 
the senate, the citizens raised a general outcry, 
alleging that this prohibition was a manifest 
liolation of one of the lundamentaL laws of the 
republic. They debated the point iaone of their 
aswniibHes: the syndics offered to- dissolve the 
neembly; butto~tiiis attempt all tW citizens, 
bowererdividedin other respects> opposed their 
■nited efforts. In order to prevent greater dis- 
#in4»ainces, the three youths freely waved the 
privitc^ acknowledged by the law ; and the 
greatest lenity was hereupon shewn them in 
the 'sentences that were pronouaced against 
them. 

This indulgence irritated the friends of the 
expelled counsellors, at the' head of whom was 
the Conntde MoDtreal, a rith and enterprising 
citizen, and once a great favourer of the po- 
pular 
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polar party, one of hia dependents having been chai*. 
convicted of gi?ing pecuniary rewards to the ^.^--v-^ 
citizens for their political signatures. The 
British resident; Count de Marsay, likewise 
took the part of the deposed counsetlorSj and ' ' 
used all means to gain over the cantons. The 
party of the council, or as it was now called of 
the tampoAneuTs" daily gained ground. The 
minds of men were so irritated that the least 
private dispute, the instant soldiers interfered, 
became an object of public contention. Mon- 
treal took possession of the arsenal ; and the 
citizens on the other hand, once more invested 
the town-house. The syndics endeavoured to 
moderate their fury> but could not prevent some 
effusion of blood. The tamponneurs had the 
garrison on their side. The popular party, 
•who had not yet forgotten the executions of 
Fatio and te Maitre, and the frequent attempts 
' their rulers had ma^e upon the rights they - 
esteemed sacred, broke out into open violence so 
early as the third year after their late unavail- 
ing triumph. Its leaders, on the twenty-first, 1737, 
of August, having taken umbrage at the sen- 
tence the magistrates had pronounced against 
one of their number, which they deemed inju- 
rious, once more called the citizens to anns in 

'"^ Caanoospikere. 

defence. 
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CHAP. defence> as tiiey alleged, of Oppressed inno* 
,tMr>^ cence. The, friends of the magistrates armed 
likewise, and encounters took place Id which 
tome lives were loat^ The citizens once moi^ 
took poraession of the gates and guard-houses* 
and seized the person ofthe first syndic. The 
French resident, de la Closure, interfered, and 
brought about a temporary amnesty, during 
whicfi the chief of the tamponneurs, and many 
of the peaceful inhabitants, withdrew out of the 
city, together with their families. No hopes 
of accommodation, it was now manifest, could 
be entertained, but through the interference of 
the mediating powers : and accordingly tbo 
deputies of Berne and Zuric soon after appear- 
ed; and letters came from France, severely 
censuring the conduct of- the citizens, and at 
the same tinie offering its friendly offices to- 
wards a compromise. Circumstanced as they 
Were, the citizens placed little confidence in 
' the plausible professions of the guarantees; 
they insisted that they were competent to tc^ 
■tore tranquillity without the interference 
of other powers, and urgently demanded a 
convocation of the general assembly. Although 
this was for soane time strenuously opposed 
by the mediators, it was yet at length conced-r 
ed; and the assembly met on the twenty-sixth 
of September, where, with a fickleness of which 
few 
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few examples can be cited, a great majority chap. 
.voted ID favour of the mediation. 

Fortunately for Geneva, the Cardinal de 
Fleurj had the welfare of the republic sincere- 
Ij at heart. He named the Count de Lautrec 
-to conduct the negotiation, and instructed him 
.to use hia best endeavoun, to put a final stop to 
tiie unhappy dissensions which had so long 
preyed upon its vitals. The citizens chose 
thirty-four delegates to confer with him on the 
sul^ect; and to these were joined the deputies 
of the allied cantons. AAcr a careful inspec' 
tioQ of all the docuilienta that were exhibited 
by both parties, and much debate and admo- 
nition, an agreement was at length framed. 
which was formally accepted and ratified on 
the eighth day of May, and was considered as 
the future basis of the Genevan constitution. 
Its chief object was to define Accurately tbe 
powers vested in the senate and council, and 
tho?e reserved to the general assembly, which 
latter, in fact, extended to all acts of the sove- 
reign authority. The article which met with 
most opposition on the part of the citizens, 
was tbe reinstatement of the m^istrates who 
had been deposed on tbe former pacification ; 
but tbe difficulty soon vanished before the 
powerful interposition of the mediators. In 
addition to various regulations, most of which 
had 
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had been before extant, it was enacted that this 
' agreenifat should be liable to no alteration 
without the consent of the general assembly^ 
duly' convened by the senate and council ; and 
what is of far greater consequeface^ that no one 
should dare to tiake up arms without the consent 
and express order of the magistracy. To the 
forty-four articles of which this memor^le 
edict consisted, was added the declaration of 
the guarantee of the mediatii^ powers ; a fatal 
blow no doubt to the independence of the re* 
public, since it authorized at all timet the ia- 
teiference of prepooderating neighbours. 

Du Crest had used all his endeaTOurs at 
Paris to be comprized in the amnerty granted 
on this occasion; but as he could not be 
brought to acknowledge any delin({uency, but 
.peremptorily insisted on the justice that was 
due to him, no attention was paid to his impior- 
tunities. It became now impossible for him 
to control his restless temper: he came into 
Swisserland; but both Zuric and Berne refused 
to admit him. At the request of the govern- 
meot of Geneva, he was at length confined in 
the hospital of Berne. Although he was here 
deprived of writing materials, he Deverthetess 
found means to cause a petition to be laid be- 
fore the senate of Berne, and obtained a miti- 
gation of his confinement; With vrater and 
the 



N Google 



THE HELTCTIC COKFEDERiCT. . S4l 

ISie snuff of a candle he prepared ink'; his pen chap. 
was an iron pin he had loosened from the bars ^^->-%> 
in the window. Being suffered to receive visit- - 
ors, he iovolred himself in the conspiracy which 
soon broke out against the government of Berne. 
He was hereupon removed to the castle of 17M 
Arburg, where he lived' to a very advanced age. 
He beguiled the tediousness of his confinement 
by the study of natural philosophy and geome- 
try. His thermometers have been long used. 
Besides many political writings, he published 
also a treatise on the barometer and thermome- 
ter, physical researches, a tract on the deluge, 
and various other opuscula. '• 

Although the conspiracy that broke out *"«?"''• 

° r .1 conipiney 

■about this time at Berne does not precisely k Bern*, 
come within the general denomination assigned 
to this' section, yet as it was in sonie measure 
fomented by one of the ringleaders of the 
troubles of Geneva, and was probably an ema- 
nation of the restless spirit that bad for some 
time agitated that distracted city ; and as the 
rest of Swisserland, in its state of profound tran- 
qoillity, offers, within this period, no other in- 
cident worthy of the notice of the historian ; 
it will perhaps not be deemed altogether fo- 
reign to the subject of the present chapter, to 
enter into a succinct narrative of the origin And 
termination of that bold attempt on the peac^ 
TOL. ui. » fui 
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CHAP, fulgoreroment of a prosperous and flourishing ■ 
' statg. 

Berne being at peace Vith all its neighbours, 
afforded scarcelj any opportunities of exertioa 
to the aj^piring and turbulent spirits within its 
hosom, who in every state are ever ready to 
avail tbemselves of the most trivial incidents 
in order to create disturbances. The govern- 
ment made a strict and salutary law to prevent 
the seats in the council being disposed of for 
pecuniary considerations. A libel appeared 
against one of (he counsellors, who had strenu- 
ously oppose^ this edict, which the magistrates 
ordered to be burnt by the common hangman ; 
. but regardless of this public censure, another 
lampoon of a much more sarc^^ic nature, was 
in the succeeding night stuck up against the 
town-house. Meanwhile the time approached 
for filling up the vacant seats in the council ; 
but on account of the variety of opinions that 
prevailed, the solemnity was postponed to an- 
other year. Some of the burghers delivered 
to the council a petition, in which they de- 
manded tlie right of representation, and vari- 
ous reforms in the mode of electing into the 
council. This petition had already been signed 
by four'and-twenty citizens, when the senate 
was apprized of it, and immediatdy reported 
it to the council. The subscribers were all 
seized; 
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Beized ; some were banished out of the territo- *^*^* 
ries of the confederacy for ten years, some out ■•^-r**' 
of thecailton of Berne for five years, and others 
were sentenced to a confinement of six monthi 
in their own houses. Among the former were 
Sinner, Wyss, and Koenig ; and among the 
latter Henii and Samuel Koenig the younger, 
two men of superior talents, but not equally 
moderate in their projects. Henzi had com- 
manded a company in the Duke of Modena'i 
service, which had been reduced ; and he was 
now engaged in the banking trade. Amid the 
dust of his counting-house be read the Gretk 
and Roman classics ; and it was he who fami- 
liarized the younger Koeuig with the genius of 
Homer. The latter found relaxation in the 
beauties of poetry from the intense study of 
algebra. He published several tracts, both in 
verse and prose, some of which gave much of- 
fence. The political soon followed upon the ' 
literary delinquency ; and notwithstanding the 
interposition of several powerful protectors ia 
the council, he and his brother Daniel, like- 
wise an able mathematician, were driven into 
exile. Daniel died eoon after, and Samuel b&* 
came a professor in the university of Fran^ker. 
Captain Henzi passed the five years of his ba- 
nishment at Neuchattel : he wrote rhymes, odes, 
epij^ams, Mitodemus, and the Messagerie du 
B.8 Finde. 

■ ' ■n„jN.«j-vGoOglc 
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CHAP- Pinde AfW his tettun to bis natiKe ,city, hiV 
' entbusiuni urged him irresirtibly to share in & 
CDnspiracy> the object of which was, to revive 
the ancient municipal immunities ; to remove 
the magistracy, and'to t^fpoist a Aew. one in a 
general aasegibly of the biirghera; to dismiss the 
seizeniers, and to elect for the future the ma- 
gistrates in the tr jbes, in the some manner as 
was practised at Zuric and Basle ; and lastly to 
appoint a.dictator for the execution of this pro- 
ject. The conspirators agreed moreover to 
leise. the arsenal^ and to carry about tbem 
secret weapons; to put to death all tiiose who 
should refuse to join in the attempt ; in case- 
t^ any troops approaching to protect the ma- 
^strates, to blow, up tlieir faouws; and that 
t))is project shpuld be carried into execution on> 
the next thirteenth day of July, 

The plot, long before it was ripe, was be- 
trayed to the government by an ecclesiastic. 
Henzi, who, being less sapguine than the rest, 
and doubting the success of the enterprise, had 
absented himself from the city, was overtaken, 
farou|^ iMck, and committed to close confine- 
ment: many of the principal conspirator^ 
were likewise seized ; a few escaped ; and only 
one of them* Emanuel Feuter, offered resistance! 
A» advocate wap, according to the established 
custoiD^ appoiatcd to defend tfaeir causes 
... 6 WattevUla 
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Wftttevine de Landsbtrt* ipleaded in &v6ur of b^. 
Henzi add two others. HisexteDutttiftnbfth'c i-*-v<» 
ttGTence, iii» manner of accouttting'for the rash- 
ness of the culprits, his appeal to the comraise'- 
rtttion of thejud^, and fervent prayer for a 
tnitigbtioii of the punishment^ or at least to 
moderate the tortures of the rtick, exhibited a 
piece of energetic eloquence, on which au^oi^, 
fleemingly with great justice^ huve bettow^ 
the highest encomiums. — ' Sixrety,' fie conclud- 
ed his pathetic pleading, ' Uie speedy, ftincerCj 
' and voluntary confession of the prisoners mu^ 

* excite your compassion. Justice, no doidil, 

* demands their pdAishment ; but your charity 
' will exempt them front eltcruciating tor- 
'ments: dl the worid will applaud such letiitj; 

* and they will themsdves with their last breaUi 
'extol your generous forbeartince. A great 
' part of the chastisement thky already expte- 

* rience, is their bitter contrition for having 

* oiBended so humane a m&gistr^cy. Ai {)ua 
" moment ihey are pi*ostrate oh the grbuhd, 

* and cry aloud, " O God, forgive us!" They 
J_ implore your compassion, not for their lives, 

* but for an eisy death. THey recbttidiend to 

* you their wretched wites aild helpless infaiits; 
' these are guiltless : be you the parent of the 

•- The ailthor of the Histotj tif Sw Uterland ibeniioned la 

* widow 
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'^^' ' wi^ow a"<J tlie orphan, as you are tfee fatlier« 

* of tbe people. These discooeolate families 

* crave that they may be allowed to bestow 

* christian burial on the remains of their uii~ 
' happy relatiTe?, May tbe Almighty bleas 

' ' your admipiatration ! may it ever be buried 
' ' in oblivion, that within these wails citizens 
. ' rebelled against their parental governqieRt .' 
_ ' —Display your magDanimity, my lords, by afl 
'actof clemency. Mercy on tbe guilty crimi* 
' ' nala ! mercy on their innocent relicts and proi- 
' geny I once more and for tbe last time, cocr- 
*cy! oh, mercy!' 

On tbe sixteenth of July, sentence of death 
was passed on the three beads of the conspira- 
cy." Henzi met his fate with uncommon for- 
titude. Six accomplices were soon after ba^ 
nisbed outof the territories of the confederacy, 
three who bad fied were ordered, in case they 

" Meioen, t. i. p. 3^3. names ihe thre^ convicts who 
gaSered, Henzi, Emanuel Fueter, and Wenii^r ; but the 
principal conspiratora, he asserts, were Kubn, a tanner, Dan. 
pueicr, asilverimith, and Gabriel Fueter, a merchant. The 
last, he tays, was tbe diief conductor of the plot. The same 
futhflf lanwnts the late of H^zi, yfhoitt he fepr^sents ^ a 
pun of abilities and character, but who hafl ta^n offence at 
Ixing rtAised tbe office of librarian to the iepub)ic, D. and 
(i. FDi;ter, he adds, were after »oliie years eitile, pardoned ; 
and when be wrote bis 4Pcoqnt, wcie livipg peaceably at 
Jew. 

returited, 
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returned, to be executed ; and meanwhile their chap. 
effigies were affixed to the gallows. The widow i^i-f^ 
of Henzij with her two sons, embarked on the 
liver: on' stepping out of the boat at the con-' 
fines of the Helvetic territories, she said to those 
around lier, ' here are my two sons, on whom I* 
'dote : were I not certain that they will ohe' 
' day revenge the death of their father, I'would' ^ . 
'drown them this instant in the river:' One of 
these sons obtained, by means of professor 
Koenig, the friend of his father, a commission' 
in the Dutch guards : the manner in -vAiclrhtf , 
executed the vengeance enjoined him by his' 
mother, was by continually aiding his coun-' 
trymen, who stood in need of his asaistkrice.' 
Some years after the conspiracy, many of thie^ 
exiles obtained their unconditional pardon." ' T 

'*niecandidob.serverabovequotetl,(vol. iii.p.224, n. 7) in-, 

whom the writer of tli'u narrative is iucHned to place much 

iConfideQce, has been pleased to add the fuUowing circum- 

■tances to those contained in the text, ' Meiner» hasomitted^ 

to mention the well attested fact, that the peasants <£ tbM 

neighbourhood of Berne, as soon as they beard of the oonv 

Bpiracy, came iu crowds, and armed, to the gates of the, 

city, in support of the government ; that it was with much 

difficulty the magistrates succeeded to appease them; and 

that they, did pot disperse, till they were promised that 

speedy and esempJary punishment should be inflicted on 

the delinquents. Among Fueter's papers was found a list 

of the members of the government who were to be assas- 

^ted. Henzi was an enthusiast, whose extravaganca 

' bordered 



%iB THB BISTORT OP 

a. ' The practice of assembling ibe citizens o£ 
Trouhua, Genevaaccordiog to tbdr military distributitm 
*p^^ into companies, and of these compaBiracbuBing 
in 1768. del^ates for conducting their joint concerns, 
bad during the late troubles become prersleat; 
Mid had now given to the popular part; 
much consistency and inSuence. Hence the 
4fUiger of maintaining within the republic 
an amed and ever-active democracy, which' 
If ould inevitably break out in incessant commo- 
tion's, l/uaving become equally obviou^ and 
aJarfniifg. a clause was inserted in the last edict, 
vluch strictly prohibited such dangerous a- 
vmbliea. Soon afiEer however, the necessity of 
communicatioD, and of friendly intercourse, 
iQtroduced the establishment of clubs, in which 
political discussions became still more frequent; 
and by an easy correspondence between them, 
facilitated the propagation of democratic prin- 
ciples. This gave still greater energy to the 
ipirit of Ub^y, or as the magistrates perhaps 
more properly called it, of insubordinatiou, 
which, had it become necessu'y to curb it, 
would evidently have yielded to nothing shcfft 
qf arbitrary and irresistible authority. 

' bordered upon madness. Du Grest perhaps had not so, 
' great a share in the plot as has been repreiented : be may 
' have instigated a fewj but his means were greatly drcum- 
' K^>ed.' 

The 
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The invidiousoesa of being the first aggre&- chap. 
6ors, had for a time repreesed the ardour of the <-«-v-**» 
most violeot agitators, ■ \vho now again strove . 
io inflame the minds of the people. The 
Spanish troops moreover, which had now taken 
possession of Savoj, engrossed for a while* the 
attention of the Genev«Ge, and turned away 
their minds from their own political concerns. 
Soon after, the city had the satisfaction of seeing im. 
all its former contests with the house of Savoy 
completely terminated by a treaty, which accu- 
rately determined the boundaries, and in which 
the court of Turin solerahly renounced all claim 
to the Vidamy^ and acknowledged Geneva as a 
free, sovereign, and independent republic. , A 0'*J 
treaty of demarcation was likewise concluded , 
with France : ihe state was liquidating and 
paying off the moderate debts it had contract- 
ed ; and all things seemed at this period to co- 
operate towards its prosperity. Hopes were 
entertained that the two last edicts had finally 
settled the constitution on so solid a basis, as to 
preclude all future d/>ubts and contentions: 
but the increase of wealth, which successful in- 
dustry had gradually accumulated among the 
inhabitants, necessarily gave a bias to their 
morals, and kept alive a spirit of competition 
which could not sufier this repubUc to enjoy 
(n»ny years of tranquillity. 

The 
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CHAP. The demagogues soon had an opportunity 
*^r-Y-^ offered them, of arraigning the conduct of the 
inagistratesj in consequence of a sentence issued 
1761 by the council against two works of J. J. Rous- 
seau ; his Emile, in which passages were found 
derogatory to the christian religion ; and his 
Conlrat Social, in which the most unlimited 
democracy meets with a warm encomium. 
The council at the same time determined that 
if RousseaUj who had then fled from Paris oa 
account of these very publications, should 
come to Geneva, his person should be seized, 
and brought before the magistrates to be dealt 
with as should to them sdtm proper. Rousseau 
being apprized of this decree, retired into the 
mountains of Neuchattel, whence he corre- 
sponded with his friends ^t Geneva, who pre- 
sented a memorial in his favour, complaining, 
not so much of the censure upon the two wofks, 
which had been condemned in France, all over 
Swisserland, and in several other countries, as 
of the informality of the decree. The answer 
of the magistrates not being satisfactory, the 
number of the discontented increased, and they 
made fresh remonstrances: A profusion of 
statements, answers, rejoinders, and other pub- 
lications, soon converted this private dispute 
into a public contest ; the popular party in- 
sisting that the case ought to be referred to tbe 
general 
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^ener^ aBsembly, This led to a discussion of crak 
(be important question, whether the senate or s.^-^-^^ 
council had the right of withholding from the 
'general assembly, hy a iimple negative^ aaj 
proposal or remonstrance of which the cUizens 
TOJght demand the discussion. The debates 
were endless ;, ^nd many powerful arguments 
were adduced in favour of both sides of the 
question. It may be conceived how earnest 
each disputant w^is in support of his opinions, 
since this discussion gave rise to two virulent 
parties, which, completely waving the original 
subject of the contest, for many years after di- 
vided the city, under the nitses of the negalffk, 
being the magistrates and their partizans, who 
maintained a; right in the senate and council of 
-suppressing thu representAtionS of the citizens^ 
instead of laying them before ' the general as- 
sembly ,' and of the representanSj of the popular 
party, which strenuously contended against 
this right, 

- It -seemed now, as if these two factions had 
resolved to weary each otherwith remonstrances 
and refusals. Among the multitude of fugitive 
pieces, appeared the ' Letters from the Goun- 
* try,' ascribed to the attorney-general "Tron- ii**- 
chin, which were immediately answered by the 
' Letters from the Mountain,' in which Rous- 
I^V combat^ with great vehemencej and bis 
usual 
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CHAP, usual glow of eloquence, the a^am^nta n 
> favour o'f the aegative right, and tafiained tito 
muids of the abettors with indignation «nd re* 
.beaf meot. Thus exasperated^ the greater nnm^ 
ber resulved to reject the candidates offered for 
the syndicature (^the ensuing j«ar. No elec* . 
tion being made, ttie former tyndics vere by 
the senate continued in office. .. This became a 
new, and an important object of coBteniion. 
The interference of the mediators was agais 
demanded by the nagistratea, and their pleni- 
potentieriea arrived without del^y. The citt- 
MOB were called upon to elect in &eir clnb^ 
foui-^nd-twcaity d<piitif», to assist at the deli- 
herationB, and' prge ^eir claiOs. While the 
conf^enceB were carryi^ <m, the tnag^striifas 
ebtanied from the n^iators a deoiaration »^' 
proving their conduct in the late contest. The 
citizens took offence at this premature decision, 
Aptan of a,recoDciliation was presentedta tiie 
general assembly on the fifteenth of December; 
but the citizens thought thems^Ifes too dis* 
daiofully tntated to act^uiesce iu what Was de* 
manded of them. ■ The, plan was rejected, by s 
great majority of votes. 

The mediating powers immediately recalled 

their deputies. The French court, pretending 

to be highly oSended at the obstinaey of the 

lepresentabts, sent troops to form a cordon on 

the 
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the frontien, and: prohibited alliDteroourse^w^ chap.' 
the Generese of the popuhtf party : and: even ^^-r^ 
the comtnunication wifii the cantons was re- 
stru^ted by the formality of passports. Tht 
plenipotentiaries having been ordered- to re-as- 
stable at Soleure, declared that the magistrates- 
of Geneva were under the immediate pro- 
tection of their respective sovereigns, and d^est- . 
ed a plan of accommodation, which they pra- 
fiosed to the magistrates and the citizens;'^ H~ 
vras receiv<ed with cool indiflferenoe : tlte're- 
preaentants£oavincedtb^ the mediating powen 
would content thnnselves with a nwfe display- 
of apparent censure and empty menaces, be- 
came the more united and firmly tenacious oC 
the principles they bad adopted ; and actually 
terrified the senate with threats of a most' 
alarming nature. They seemed to have felfr 
what Rousseau afterwards expressed to one of 
their leaders, ' that those who know how to 
•die, will ever he free!" Without pretending 
to decide between the two contending parties^ 
it must be acknowledged that on this occasion, 
hffB^ed- at home, and surrounded by dangers 

^ This pha, nnder the name of the pnmmci, became th« 
tubjectofmuchinveatigatiotiand debate. Itai^eaHbihaw 
been. Dot a new project, but an explanatory dacivtm of tlw 
jpoints in contest, framed by virtue of the act of gvwai^ an» 
aexed to the pacification of Uie year l^SS. 

from 
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CHAP. fr<tm abroad, the citizens displayed a GmineM 
' worthy of a high-mioded and generous people. 
The prospect of impending calamities of a most 
disastrous nature, induced the aristocratic party 
to yield ; and without the interference of tlie 
guarantees, a pacification Was agreed upon, 
which proved highly satisfactory to the citi- 
zens, as it placed the m^istrates entirely in 
their dependance. This important act of re- 
conciliation was accepted and confirmed in the 
general assembly on the eleventh of March, 
and' forms anothH* memorable -epoch in the 
history of this convubive state. By this agree- 
ment the general assembly, waving the absolute 
power tbey bad claimed of refusing^to elect 
into the m^stracy whenever they thoui^ 
themselves a^rieved, obtained the right of 
naming one half of the members of the great 
council, and of displacing annually when they 
saw cause, four members of the senate, who 
after a second exclusion were no longer eligible 
into that body. This latter privil^e was 
nuned the right of re-decti<m, and appears to 
have been retained by the citizens to counter- 
balance the negative power in the magistrates, 
whereby they might refuse to deliberate on, or 
propose any question brought before them, 
which they might deem of a pernicious ten- 
dency; which power had not been restricted 
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ia the edict. Many senators as wdl as coun- chap. 
sellors, conceiving the new regulations to be v-^-v?^ 
highly prejudicial to the welfare of the r'epub- 
lic, being extorted by tumults and violence, 
and likely to introduce all the evils of an un- 
limited democracy, abdicated their offices; and 
even many of the more respectable citizens, 
viewing the edict in the same light, ceased ta 
frequent the general assemblies. 

The popular party had scarcely obtained this ^*''*'i^ 
victory when a new storm burst forth, arising N»tive«ia 
from the discontents of a class of the people 
which till then had been allowed no share in 
the affairs of government. The natives, who 
though established in the city for many gene- 
rations, were stilt, as long as they continued in 
that class, debarred from all public functions in 
the state," and had at this time become nearly 
as numerous as the citizens and burghers, did 
not hear the incessant din of ' political equa-* 
' lity,' and ' the rights of the people,' continu- 
ally repeated, and enforced by the specious ar- 
guments and impressive eloquence of Vbltaire, 
Rousseau, and their numerous disciples, with- 

" They were however far from being wholly excluded, 
the admission into the buighership having lieen conceded to 
them, under certain easy cenditiom, by the popular edict o£ 
the year ;;68. 

out 
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cftAK out perceiving tfiat they also might claim some 
> share in these rights, and this equality; and 
that at least they ought to be freed from some 
of the humiliating shackles that restrained their 
industry, and degraded their condition- Dur- 
ing the struggles between the magistrates aod' 
the citizens, each party had alternately coun- 
tenanced the pretensions of this class of in- 
mates, to prevent their siding with the opposite 
&ction : but these no sooner perceived that in 
the late edict of reconciliation, framed by the 
' chiefs of the popular party, no regard what- 
ever .had been paid to their demands, than their 
murmurs became loud ; and they shewed a de- 
termined resolution to shake off their disgrace- 
ful trammels. Without any fixed plan, with- 
out leaders, and without support, they impru- 
dently imitated the example of the citizens, not 
doubting that these, consistently with their 
own principles, would espouse their cause. 
Tliey did not scruple to brave the authority of 
the magistrates in a manner so nearly bordering 
upon sedition, that coercive measures were 
found indispensably necessary. They incurred 
the suspicion of audacious enterprises to sub- 
vert the state, of which however none were 
civa convicted. This nevertheless afforded tO' 
the citizens a fair pretence to arm. An en-' 
counter 
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coil Wer took place on the fifteenth of February^ cha?. 
{h which the magistrates/ and citizens who i;>-y-o 
had sided wtth them, prevailed, and some of "™- 
the natives' perished. Eight of the latteTj who 
■were suspected of being the chief instigators, 
*ere banished ; and se\'eral others v^ithdrew of 
their own accord. The general assembly had 
ptoceedefl against the exilea without any form 
lyf trial : bat their illegal severity was' Compen- 
sated by A liberal edicti in Which the natives 
obtained various iiiimunitiesi which materially 
imprii'ved thcix political eiistencd. 

Itt ■flielast conciliatory edict,"* the publica- 7. Trouiiie* 
tion #f a (ibde of the existing laws had been \^eL ** 
tioce mijtV: demanded^ and formally conceded ; 
but the two contending parties, ( which though 
Ostensibly reconciled, still preserved their inve- < 
tei'ate rancDor) foaod in this article new causes 
l>f strife aiK^animoeity. The negE^ives hearing 
Vith impatience tlie liW which had been dic- 
tated i& them, and still more its effect in driving 
'from'ihe lenatc and council those whom they 
deemed' the utost meritoiious magistrates, 
thought they pei'eeived intfae impOTtunity for 
a written digest, ibe compilation and dU8 pro- 
mulgation of which was attended with iann- 
merable difficulties, a persevering d^sigii to 

■ "* OftheyearlfS*. 
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CHAP. l(Twer the dignity and abridge the power of the 
w'-y-*-' magistracy. The council therefor^, where the 
negatives had a decided majority^ found means, 
hy a procedure in which the citizens perceived 
a great deal of unfairness, to rescind this article 
1TT9. of the edict ; or at least by the suppression of a 
committee named jointly by the senate, council, 
. and assembly, for the purpose of selecting and 
arragningthis code, to render that clause inef- 
fectual, and the steps taken in consequence of 
it wholly nugatory.'* 

The clamours excited by this measure, which, 
if not unconstitutional, was at Jeast highly im- 
politic, soon became too loud and prevalent to 
admit of a hope that they might be allayed 
without the interference of the guarantees : 
and the magistrates accordingly called upon 
France, Zuric, and Berne, to defend the. laws 
they had sanctioned in one of the former trea- 
ties." They likewise omitted no means to 
strengthen their cause by the accession of the 
natives, many of whom were already prejudiced 
against the citizens, by the resistance the latter 

'* There aie those who assert thai the magistrates nevor 
refused the copiptlation and promulgatitm of the co^ ; but 
that they exposed therevisalaiulmterpretatiouof it, which 
the popular party demanded. The committee, we are as- 
luied, was not dissolved till after it had completed the digest 
which was aflens-ards printed. 

'" Of the year 1738. 

had 
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had offigr^ to the extension of privileges, to chap. 
Which thiey thought themseWea reasonably en- *^->r-*.' 
titled: Others, at the saine time, thought it 
taiore natural for them to unite with the repre- ' 
ftentants, who, as advocates for an extension of 
bivil liberty, could not in the end but be more 
inctinedj and had actually promisedi to fa- 
vour their pretensions. Hence arose a di- 
vision even among this class of the people, 
which was the source of still greater confusioa 
aod animosity. The minds of all ranks were 
bow so exasperated against each other, that 
every cause of suspicion, even the most trifling 
incident of altercation, threatened an explo-* 
sion, the event of which none could predict or 
hope to remedy. On the fifUi of Febniary, m itsi. , 
private quarrel between two opposite parties 
of natives brought on a general insurrection^ 
which the syndics were endeavouring, ftnd had 
nearly succeeded to suppress, when acddnotally ' 
an encounter took place at the arsenal whither 
a number of thie negatives bad resorted, in 
which one of the natives was killed, and anotheF 
WQunded. This the representants coeaidered ai 
the signal of general insurrection. They took 
up arms, and without meeting with any oppo- 
sition, occupied the principal avenues «f the 
city. They named a committee which, «s a 
preliminary step towards stiengtheniq^ their 
B 3 pwty, 
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CHAP, fmriy, framed an edict, whereby vsrioiu privi- 
' legies were to be conlerred on the natiTes and 
inWbiUAts, and not Ices tlun one hundred of 
the Cotmer irue to be admitted into tbe class of 
iHirgliei's. This edict, which had been drawn 
kp » faur-aiai-twesty boura, amidst tbe din of 
anosk with .<he ciity- gates Ehut, and witii eyery 
cjrcttai^SBfte -4»f violence and Kditioa, wa^ 
saBfitiqne^ i)y the three branches of the gOFcni- 
■oent ; -tfaw>ugJi without ibe coBctmeBce of At 
•egstiveSk fiAtat of wbooi had abaeiited th£Mi>- 
Klties . f('9«i ilhe raeetii^, bein^ weU' ap^tiaai. 
tbftf tfoeir.diswot would be over-ruled by Ihe 
prt^aleno}' bf the popuW party. This aecei- 
onn/bDiiij^lied'seeQ after a pretence for annuU 
liD^.tb«(!«'dict,' ami thus rous^ tiie citizens, 
•nd.yqt atofa:the itetiws.fasBcb a decree of 
fury itndi 2«idBtnient, that no remedy but the 
tenldd interference oi. the mediating powers, it 
wtuiMoir 'iwuieM, could possibly pwvcut an 
abonduiltiB&ttion bf hlood; 
L .Meflvwhile tkfc refined. poUcy of tbe 'Cabinet 
«fVM«iiUQE,'.fiteUiig that ^ joint guanM*e« 
nifll Biiriiiiiiifl Zmic woukt ever openJte «8 % 
^heffk 'Up6n the vigonetu. macmtwtuey twerc 
indkied to |luniiein «npport of lUe wtitocraCic 
party-iatrfieneva, reBolvQd ta free tliemtelvet 
6am dibie Bhacklas ,' -and acoonliqgly M. de 
Yctieevaai in tvrtt fetttra, both . of the tfrent}'- 
4. fourth 
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louf tb of September, the oae to the caotoiis of cHah 
Zuric >ad Berne, and the other to the senate w-i-<m) 
o£ Genevaj declared that the king tiis . master 
jcuouoced fheguaraDtee; adding however that 
IB SO doing he would not withhold bis protec- 
tion from the republic, but still reserve to him- 
self the power of controling the disturbers of 
the public tranquillity, and of maintaining the 
constitution." The two cantons upon this 

" The art with whidi M. de V^gennes' letter to the two 
cantons is written, will, we trust, apolojpze for its insertion 
here, as a diplomatic curiosity. 

' I have laid before the king your letter of the 20th ult. 
' By persevering in your refusal to adopt the only meaoa 
■ which his majesty thonght adequate to prepare the pacifi- 
* cation of Geneva, you have rendered 'it necessary for him 
' to examine anew all that he had done, without e^ct, to- 
' wards establishing with you a concert of opinions and mea- 
' sures, that might put a stop to the troubles of that city, 

' His majesty has been struck with your constant oppo^- 
' tion to his views; and has persuaded himself, that this 
' contrariety of sentiments among the guarantees has greatly 
' contributed to increase tlie troubles of Geneva. 

* TTie last letter you addressed to me, published with an 
' affectation of candour in that city, has confimied the king 
' tn his opinion. It has presented to him a series of para- 
' doxes, clashing entirely with the est^iblished ideas concem- 
' ing the duties implied by the mediation, and which only 
" ' tend to place in a false light the whole conduct of H. ji. 
' concemiog Geneva, and a discussion of facts which nat'er 
' existed. It has proved to H. M. that you were leas tlian 
' ever disposed to appreciate all that he lias done and pro- 
' posed to do in fiivour of Geneva, and of yourselves. 

'The 
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CHAP, likewiie withdrew their guarantee; and 'iiany 
I of the represenlanta Tsiiily imagined ^t their 

'Hie king iinotdisposed toeoquire into tbecausei which 
' hare induced 70U to misinleipret the principles which ha\'« 
' gmded bira, and the circamspectidn with which he has 
f constantly conducted bimielf in this affair^ He scei cause 

* to apprehend that the prejudice andpassioos which agitate 
' pcn«va, have penerrated into your councils; apd his friend- 
' ship for you induces him to withhold all that may lend to 
' itret^ntheu tbem. H. M. convinced that it is henceforth 
f inipossible that his union with you should afford any faci*' 
T lity towards pacifying Geneva, has ordered mc to declare 
'to you, that he considers himself as released from r.ll the 
' engagements he entered into with you in the year J 738, 
' for the guarantee of the government of tliat city ; and that 
' be will never more claim your concurrence towards the 
' execution of that treaty. He notifies this resolution to the 

* republic. This new cwder of things will (bus leave you 
' fully at lit>erty to adopt whatever means you may think 
' conducive towards terminating the troubles of Geneva. 

* H- M- by conunitting to y»ur wisdom so important a con- 
' cem, feels conscious that he adds to the many proofs be 

* has given you of bis confidence and regard. But you are 
' no doubt aware that the king has always been solicitous 
' not to suffer the government of Geneva to degenerate into 
' a tumultuous democracy ; and you are tqo enlightened not 
' to pe^y^ive tliat, should you countenance such a revolutioQj 
' you will compel H. M. to oppose the oppression of a partf 
' that demands the su{^M>rt of the ancient government, and 
■• tb^t ought to bare relied upon the concurrence of the three 
' guarantees for its maintenance. 

' Freed from an engaj^ment, of which experience has 

' twice proved the inefTicacy, H. M. resumes the right. he 

' bail of watching over ibe £ite of Geneva, according as his 

' prudence, 
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cftu^' would be materially benefited by this de- chap. ' 
re4ktion ; ceDscious thatj if left to themselves, (^..^^J 
tliefiuperiority of their numbers could not fail 
Ut insure them success. 

In the Bight succeeding the eighteenth of nss. 
Much, some of the populace assembled with- 
out any known provocation, set fire to a 
wooden building, and in the confusion this gave 
rise to, called the citizens to arms. The na- 
tives, and the most violent among the repre- 
sentonts, instantly assembled io a tumultuous ' 
manner, seized and confined a few of the ma- 
gistrates and the prineipal negatives, and de- 
tained them as hostages against the coercive 
measures they expected at the hands of the 
neighbouring powers, who, notwithstanding 
the renunciation of the guarantee, they were 
sure would be called in by the aristocratic parly, 
in support of their inflexible adherence to their 
austere principles. This was the crisis the 
French minister was expecting in order to in- 
terfere in the affairs of Geneva without any re- 
striction' from co-mediators. He marched 

' prudence, his dignity, and the interest of his crown majr 
' require. His earnest wislies arc tliat you ipay succeed in 
' quieting that republic in a manner tliat he may never have 
' occasion to advert to its concerns, except when opportu- 
' niti'es may tsStt of giving it proofs of his friendship and 
' protection. ' I am, ice' 

troops 
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CHAP, troops towards the city; and pf«f!tkile4 wp0m 
I Savoy, without any tie of alliaacey to do. tbe- 
same. Berne, aware of the impolicy and' 
danger of suffering those two poweia to giv& 
k.wi to, and perhaps reduc«, a city which was 
ever considered as a key tO' its territoritls, ad'' 
vanced likewise some forces, though reluct«B%y 
and not till after various admonitions to adjust 
their diferenccs without the iolerferencc of fo- 
reign povrers, to co-op«ate with the others in 
restorii^ as was pretended, tranquitlityis;that 
distracted republic. Zuric, net being so im- 
mediately concerBed, prudently abstained from 
bearing a part in this invidious transaction. 

On the approach of these troops, all the Go* 
nevans of the popular party, wjiom their leaders 
had inspired with a daogf rous confidence in 
their own strength, and who were now joined 
by all the moderates who found themselves com- 
pelled to conform to the spirit of the tirne^ 
shes^ed a firm resolution to defend their ram- 
parts to the last extremity; and if at. length 
compelled ta yield, to fall under the ruins of 
their demolished habitations. They named a, 
committee of safety, consisting of eleven mem* 
bers, who were to direct their operations ; and 
displayed an appeai'ance of serenity and forti- 
tude, which daunted the negatives who still re- 
mained among them. Aided by their women 
and 



jNGoot^lc 



THE HEtTETIC C ON FIBER A CY A 283 

and ehildren, they kboured incessantly at theiir ch«p. 
f^rtificationi i a body of eighty of their Ama- 
zons is gaid to bave put od uflifovms, to bava 
armed, and detDaoded a post of danger ; cfail- 
drcn tore up the paTements id theatreetsj and 
conv^eyed the stones to the tops of honses, in 
(udev to harass those who might atteonpct to 
forte i^'paseage into the town. They animated 
each .other by eihortationSj by writings, and 
publications, among which, the Lettre ecriit 
d^s Jiampcirts de Geneve breathed a spirit of he- 
roism,^aitd patriotic devotedoegs, of which ia- 
stancps. in history are , by ii» means frequent.* 
Many no;dpuht thought that their ralour, and 
tfae rectitude of dtbeir cause, would ultimately 
pnevaih jut-tbe more moderate amoi^ them 
have siuCe acknowledged, that so far Irom ex*- 
pecting to repel the united efibrts of the three 
P9Wiers> catfh of which was more than compe- 
tttit to crush their dimiuutive state, all they 
-<bopcd for vf'as that, by a Fvigorous exertion of a 
-few days, they might recununend thenujelves to 
bouHirable terme, add save thetnselree from the 
imputation of rash audacity. 

Things were in this state of frantic effci^ 
vesceuce, when on a sudden, at the moment 

" Tliis letter, it is said, was not published till after t!w 
surrender of the city : ifso, it may well be considered as a 
mere ostentatious vaunt. 

when- 
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CHAP. wlwQ an answer was to be given to the sum- 
< mons of the three hostile generalsj the com- 
mittee of safety, aware that if what they meant 
to propose were laid before tlie people at largo, 
it would drive them into an excess of fury and 
resentment, denianded a deputation of one hun- 
dred, with whom they might confer on matters 
of more than ordinary importance. To this 
deputation, which ^ met on the first of July, 
they most unexpectedly opened the project of 
surrendering the city, ailing in long and 
studied speeches, that atler all their efforts, 
their fortifications were by no means in a con- 
dition to repel a ftrst attack, much less to ea- 
dure a siege ; and that the consequences of 
being reduced by an assault, were too tremend- 
ous to leave matters to the hazard of such an 
issue. On hearing the word surrender, a cry of 
horror and execration pervaded the whole as- 
sembly. Many of the deputies attempted to 
sally forth, in order to apprise the people of 
this treacherous cowiudice, but were prevented 
by some of the leaders, who bolted the doors. 
Some abatement of the tumult soon after 
enabled the committee to put the question of 
the surrender to the vote, and a great majority 
decided against it. Many of the deputies upon 
this, secure in the event of the debate, with- 
drew ; and the committee, seeing the f^rvoiir 
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pf those who remained considerably abated, Chab. 
found a pretence for reQei»ingthedelibera.tion, ■^^rymi 
After many pathetic representations of the mj-» 
aeries that would inevitably attend their per^ 
sisting in a fruitless resistance, and a plausible 
project of seeking freedom an^ tranquillity in 
distant countries, it was agreed at ' midnight, 
that the magistrates who had been detained as 
hostages should be released ; thai the officers 
be recalled from their posts ; that the keys of 
the city be sent to the syndics ; and that tliose of 
the popular leaders who knew themselves to be 
most obnoxious to thearistocratic party, should 
instantly provide for their own safety by flight. 
No words can describe the rage and conster- 
nation that prevailed throughout the city when 
this inglorious surrender was announced tathe 
people. Multitudes resolved to abandon their 
devoted city. The lake and the roads were 
crowded with emigrants. Most of the leaders 
who had deserted the cause, having embarked 
on the lake, were fired at by their exasperated 
countrymen. The gates were thrown open, 
and the Piedmontese under Count Marmora, 
who first entered the city in the morning, found 
in it only a small number of suHen and deject- 
ed iphabitants,*^ The two other commanders . 

" Meiiiers pretends to have anccrlained the fact, that the 
^mers wer« tlte first who entered the city. 

tooa 
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CK.U*' soon after made their euixy, ftccompaoied b^ 
I moEt of the negatives who bad taken refuge ia 
their catnps. The gOTernmeDt was re-estab- 
tuhed : the edict of the repre«entants, which 
conferred, the burghcrship on above a hundred 
natives, was repealed : the citizens were dis- 
armed : and in order to dispel ihe gloom this 
degrading humiliation roust have diSiised 
among the people, a theatre was estabKshed, 
and the return of peace was celebrated bj a 
variety of entertainnieDts, and all manner of 
festi%itv. 

Ad edict. was now prepared for new model- 
ling the constitution, which having been ap- 
'pfOYcd at Versailles, Turin, and Berne, was 
proposed to (be general assembly, from which 
the representants, who had taken op arms, and 
who still far exceeded the number of their op- 
ponents, were excluded ; and it was there, on- 
the twenty-first of November, adopted, not 
however without a considerable minori^ 
figainst it. . '' 

This new constitution annulled all the pri- 
vileges the citizens had obtained by the preced- 
ing edicts." It restored the power of electing, 
the magistrates, lately assumed by the general 
-iisBembly, to the senate and council. The pri- 

*■ Particularij' that of t^e year l/fia. 
.» vilfge 
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'Tilege of remonstrating was taken from the chap. 
people, ajid transferred to tliirty-eix adjuncts, '.^rv**' 
■chosen indeed frMn amoiig the citjieoaj biit at 
limited in their powers, as to be held up to the 
derision even of those in whose farour they 
were authorized to «xert their iafluenoe." Th« 
circles or clab^Aveire prohibited ; tJie city mi- 
litia was abolitjied, the guard of the city being 
icDDimitted to a garrisott of one thoBEaud fo^ , 
reigners, conunanded by a colond and a omjor, 
both likewise foreagners ,- and ta^xcs were im- 
posed without tfae approbation of ihe general 
ss8end)ty. Tkis edict, though highly conducive 
to strengthen ihe arastocracy, idid not howeixt 
^tf^etber gratify the party of the ae^r/et, 
vrbo DOW idcesiaotly. felt .t}ie influeBbe i>f the 
nt^diating powijrs, especially of France:; from 
which quarter they have at length cKperiehced 
l^ir final luuubitalion. The 'greatest bUune 
however, in this anihappy disturbaace, is, by the 
wost impartial -writers, 8£cribed to the resfde- 
Bentants, who, not contented witbthe4a]pOftfl»t 
^vil^es they had obiaiaed by a fbrmoT'edict,^ 
jiamcly, the ngfat of rs-electioD, by wMch ia 
time the whole senate must have been of tbckr 
^MMninktioB, and that of filling up one half of 

"' Their power of control was io insignificant, that they 
■ irere in general called ks imagti. 
■ ^ OlUm ^eqr 1768. 

the 
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CHAP, tlie vacancies in the council ; they, eager M 
) grasp immediately at-the power of which they 
had a remote indeed, but certain prospect, pre*- 
cipitated meaBuresj and hastened the destnictioB 
of the constitution they meant to perpetuate. 
<- Although the aristocracy, after having ob- 
tained this signal victory, conducted themselves 
vrith great moderation, and by the sixictest im- 
partiality in the administration of justice, and 
the most cautious frugality in the public ex- 
penditure, by repeated acts of beneficeocey and 
singular condesceiision in their general deport" 
ment, displayed anearnest solicitude to conci- 
liate the affections and confidence of (he people, 
and to obliterate the remembrance of tireirlate 
discomfiture : yet the manner in which the last 
edict bad been obtruded upon the citizens ; the 
introduction of a strong and well disciplined 
garrison, consisting of, and even commanded 
by foreigners ; . the extensive barracks, evi- 
tlently calculated for coercion rather than «ecu- . 
rity ; the manifest tendency of an established 
theatre to divert the minds of the people ~from 
the contemplation of their degraded condition; 
and perhaps above all, the consciousness of their 
diminished independence as a state ; all these 
>vere co-operating and ever-galling motives of 
dissatisfaction and rancour, which no argo- 
ments could invalidate, and no palliatives could 
soften. 
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• While Vergennes, the champion of liberty chap.' 
in America, and its bitterest enemy at Geneva, •■^t-*-* 
survived, none dared publicly to avow these dis- 
content8> being w^U aware that further stru^les 
would infallibly terminate in still greats seve- 
rity, audi most probably in the final subjugation 
of their degraded commonwealth ; but no 
sooner had this crafty, and in the end,' most 
impolitic minister, closed, his pernicious career, 
find Necker, the. constant abettor of the popular 
party in hia native city, .been again iulmitted 
into the cabinet of Versailles, than the sanguine 
hopes of the demagogues once loore revived ; 
while the confidenceof the^ruliog party abated 
in proportida ,«s new storms were seen to 
threaten their'-political horizon. Things how-; 
everhuiig'yet.avvhile in an anxious suspense, 
and a precarious tranquillity ipight perhaps 
luve beeh pireserved some time longer, bad not 
■aa incidient, trivial in iiself, and no wise Affect- 
ing the smallcrettinant of privilege still retat^^d 
:by the -people, suddenly roused the turbuleirt 
|)assions, whi(^ led to another convulsion, and 
in its turn subverted the last repu^ant and 
epfaeoeral constitution'. 

It is one of those just retributions, instances 

of which incessantly occur in the progress of 

society, that the very meaos which are deviEe4 

ibr pernicious ends, ultimately produce efTects 

which 
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CKAf. wiikh tend to defeat tiiose very purposes. The 
• theatre, which had been ^Btubliihait with aVieW 
to-eoarvate the sliiuls of the people, became 
the scene of the first explosion wiiioh sftiKfk tSt 
the newlj creeled aiitterky af- the ift^islrsteft. 
A jtonth of oae of the ntsst considenble dtAi*- 
lies became eDamoured o£ a yoiMg at^ress^ 
whose beauty and laleot^ had reedmmeyded her 
to the favour of tlte ^iM'ic; «nd his relatittni 
alanned at the dan^r of suulv tf coni>eottoH> 
procured a peremptory ordciv far her fenvoTal, 
Ou her last oppearanbe, en opMW was raised 
in the theatK by some of the friends >of her od* 
mirer, which the magistA^xs fbaiid much <kf- 
£ttdty in quelliag; and/wliiak. ibdtig^'appai- 
Mtttiy. subdued, broke out ane^.cHiltite attxt 
^od aome 8ucce«diiig' night*, until, by. what 
W^deemed a^t^potic intenfeiieDcci tiwee young 
ffie^^f diitinguiabed .^BBiiliast'ji^ limd kecA 
cfiii(J% concerned .ia faiein^ .ihe.tumiilit,>w«w 
ItpyMwnded and lentenoad, dnro .of them to 
ftpeiimonth's, aaai.itbeitiiiiid to a ^fftnighitlt 
tliweiiDitirisimmflaIr; amd the itbeatre wa» fiir a 
Inne Dodered to be shot. -<'>' '- 

This exertiou of autbarit3»4«!Msi^nei^ loud 
snirfBurej and an uBaaimoiu tMcert among 
tiie peo^e not -to viiit the theatre when (lie cfr' 
(iresentaitions wiBfe again suffered to proceed : 
'^ut the symptoms- af diicoatent which mostly 
alarmed 
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alarmed the ruling partj', was an intention ma- chap. 
aifested by the citizens to set aside the foiir ^-"-^-^^ 
sjndics at the next annual confirmation of the 
magistracjj when, in fact, it was only hy virtue 
of the last edict that thc3'reinained in office, 
only five-eighths of the voters having declared 
against them, whereas three-fourths were now 
required to operate an exclusion- 

Notwithstanding this irritation amoi^ the 
people, it is possible that, had no oth.-r incident 
liappened to rouse their resentment, this dis- 
turbance might -^'ti have gradually subsided 
into a long inlcrval of tranquillity: but unhap- 
pily, to an uncommon severity of the season 
whicli greatly distressed the poorer classes, it 
was found necessary to add an increase in the 
price of bread, not only on account of the fai- 
lure of the preceding harvest, but also because 
the iuhabitaats of the neighbouring districts, 
where the price had already been raised, came 
in crowds to Geneva, to purchase bread at a 
cheaper rate than they could .obtain it at home. 
This order was announced on the twenty-slxth 
of January, and- immediately occasioned a nu- nsd^ 
merous concourse, which proceeded to sopie 
acts of violence against the bakers who had ho 
longer any bread to sell at the foEmer price. 
The next day a. multitude assembled in the dis- 
trict of St. Gervais, divided from the great town 
- VOL. lU' 1! by 
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CHA.P. by tbe Rhone, seized oa a carriage which a*- 
■-."Y^ usual was bringing bread for their consump- 
tion^ and after a severe scuffle, in which a youog 
man no ways conceroed in the affiraj was ia-' - 
advertently shot by the soldiers, drove away the 
guard that escorted iU The magistrates now ' 
ordered the garrison to quell the riot ; but on. . 
the troops approaching the two bridges, they 
were not only detained by strong barricades 
raised across them, but also repelled by fire- - 
arms, stones, and even by boiling water, poured 
upon them from two fire-engines brought out 
for the purpose. In a conflict that ensued at. 
one of the gates of St. Gervais, a woman of 
some distinctiOD, who came to the window 
with her child in her arms, was unfortunately- 
killed by a random shot from the military; and 
in the progress of the uproar, one captain, and. 
Bome soldiers of the garrison, were killed, and .' 
•evsral others, both officers and men, were se-- 
vcrcly wounded. The magistrates upon this, 
being daunted by so resolute an opposition,' 
made all possible concessions : they reduced 
the price of bread to its former rate, promised 
a general amnesty, and released the fewinsup-. • 
gents who had been apprehended in the ittorh- - 
ing. The next night was as calm, as if no dis- 
turbance vthatever had happened in the coui'se 
of the preceding day. 

7 Notycith- ' 
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Notwithstanding this appearance of restored ' chap. 
tranquillity, the magistrates pferoeived that their v-kV*"* 
authority was not establish^] upon so firtn a 
basis aSj after their last triumph, they had heeb 
■willing to belieye. They now experienced 
that their augmented garrison was not suffi- 
cient to contain the people when breahihg oiit 
into open insurrection^; and this coasciousness 
Booh prompted them to measures which sitigU- 
latly betrayed their fears and imbecility. They 
barricadoed the streets where the principal fa- 
milies resided; and on the day when the young 
iflan and the woman, who had been accidentaUy 
shot by the soldiery, were to be buried, they > 
ordered both the garrison and the artillery to 
hold themselves in readiness against any vio- 
lence that might be" offered. Exasperated at 
this appearance of compulsion and mistrust, 
the people once more flew to arms ; drove the 
troops, many of whom went overtothcmj from 
their posts; took possession of the city gates'; 
and so effectually intimidated the magistrates, 
that they readily- accepted the terms oQ'ered 
them by the attorney-general in the name of 
the citizens, and on the ninlb of February cori- 
firmed an edict, which once more new-modelled 
the form of their government. 

By this regulation, which was solemnly ra- 
tified on the tenth of February bv (lie general 
tS iw.'_cmbjy. 
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CHAP, assembly, amlcUt great ~ demonstrKtioas of joy. 
' and mutual congratuIattOD, all the rigours of 
the former edict were aboliihed. Tlie elec- 
tions were replaced upon the former foot- 
ing ; all oatires of the fourth generation were 
.admittedintotheclass^fburghers; the number 
of the garrison was reduced to its former estab- 
lishment ; the clubs were restored ; tbepowers 
of the thirty-«x adjuncts were enlai^ed ; the 
inhabitants of every class were allowed tite use 
of arms ; and all who had been banished in the 
former revolution were reinstated in their prt- 
\ileges. Thus a near approach waa again made 
to absolute democracy : but not near enough 
to accord with the ideas of liberty which have 
since threatened to subvert all civil society. 
Both parties, as soon as they had recovered 
from the panic and iatoxicatioa which had agi- 
tated tliem in tbe hour of contest, thought they 
had been either too lenient in their demands, 
or too hasty id their conceasioos ; and there 
were not men wanting who foreboded that 
another revolution was near at hand, which 
however, they hoped, might be eficcted with- 
out reiterated convulsions. 

Such is the outline of the repeated dieturb* 
antes which have agitated the i>eo]>Ie of Ge- 
neva during tbe present century : disturbances 
no less fatal to themselves, (haji pernicious to 
mank'i»d 
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mankind in general, by the dangerous spirit chap. 
they have been the meajis of diffusing Tery ex- 
tensively around them, and of which, all Eu- 
rope now feels the disastrous consequences. 
A circumstantial statement of the later periods 
of their history is scarce as yet practicable ; 
t}ie passions of individuals still operating in the 
contemplation, uot only of the events them- 
selves, but also of their causes, and the effects 
produced by them ; and casting such a variety 
of shades upon incidents that may be deemed 
of the g^test notoriety, that the most indus- 
trious and dispassionate enquirers are frequent- 
ly baffled in their most sincere endeavours to 
arrive at tmtK This instructive inference 
however may be safely drawn from a collective 
view of those dissensions and insurrections ; 
that, however detrimental an undue exertion 
of authority in-monarchs and senates may oflen 
prove to certain individuals in a state ; the evil 
consequence of an abuse of power in a people 
vainly striving to assume and to hold the rein^ 
of government, is far more dangerous in its na- 
■ ture, and extensive in its mischief, as it never 
jails to involve the whole community in the 
^neral anarchy and ruin it always tends to 
promote. 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. X. 

Dissolution of the Confedcraejf. 

^^^^' ^^ event in history will perhaps ever affoi^ 
^-T^'*'^ 80 much matter for speculation to moral, as well 
lU^rcach as pol^itical theorists, as the tremendous revolu- 
iiaa. ' lion, which has of late been spreading horror 
and devastation over (he fairest part of Europe. 
The investigation of its origin and progress, ■ 
■whenever it can be entered into, with the ample 
stocl^ of materials, in which we shall yet awhile 
1^ deficient, will be attended with the greater 
difficulty, as no former conflict of asimilar na- 
ture has probably ever called forth so many 
energies and virtues, or set loose such a variety 
of vices and destructive passions, as the convul- 
sion we are doomed to witness. While a few 
attentive observers have laboured, with abund- 
ance of ingenuity, to trace the whole cause of 
ike evil up to the pernicious efforts of a few 
miscreants, endowed with great genius^ cou- 
rage, and perseverance, but with a malevolence 
which could only be gratified by the miseries 
inseparable from anarchy and sedition ; othen 
bare derived the calamity from the great change 
iatiodaeed 
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introduced within this ceotury into the state chap. 
of society, by the rapid influx of wealth from •^^'-r^^ 
both the Indies^ which, falling chiefly to the 
lot of the industriouB, .raised the lower cl9.sses 
nearer to a level with the superior orders ; and 
by the improved cultivation of the mind, which 
insensibly iatroduceda spirit of enquiry, and a. 
presumptuous arrogance, that gradually led 
men to over-rate the powers of reason, and 
unfitted them for the subordination, without 
which no government can possibly subsist. 
Many also have not scrupled to decide that a 
thorough change in the. polity of Europe had 
become unavoIdaUc, through the many glaring 
defects in most of the existing governments, 
rendered still more insupportable by the inca- 
pacity and mal-administratton of those towhom 
the direction of affairs had been committed; 

AU these, no doubt, have some specious ar- 
guments in their favour ; but posterity, when- 
ever it shall explore the complicated maz* of 
causes and effects which have brought on the 
eventful period we live in, will probably dis- 
cover that many and various circumstancei 
have co-operated to produce the evil. While 
the malignity of the first promoters of revolu- 
tionary principles will unquestionably be found 
to have been the prime and most efficient agent; 
it will be iair to calculate how far the torpor, 
inconsistency, 
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CHAP, inconfeislency, and weakness of those who ought 
1.^^-v-w to have averted the storm, may have contri- 
buted to facilitate the operations of the agita- 
tors, who had conspired the downfall of all r&t. 
gulaf government. As seeds will germinate 
only in adapted soils ; as, in investigatiog the ' 
powers of a machine, we calculate the recipro-* 
cal re-actioD as well as the force to be applied ; 
BO must we admit that the promoters of sedition, 
the dexterous artificers of ruin, have manifestly 
taken into the line of account, the very feeble 
resistance they were likely to encounter in the 
execution of their destructive plans. Future 
historians will probably estimate the pernicious 
effects of the puerile ambition aed love of inno-. 
vation, which at this momentous crisis actuateij 
the first sovereign of Europe ; the avowed ir- 
religion of the great Frederick ; and the wan- 
ton dereliction of all principle of the proud 
Bemiramis of the north: they will duly appre- 
ciate the inordinate selfishness of these three po^ 
tentates, and their mutual accord in a flagrant 
act of injustice,' which in a private individual i 
would have been deemed an aljocious theft ; 
which at once broke through the faith of trea- 
ties, and damped the confidence nations had 
till then phiced in the law which governed their 

\ The pQititioa pf Poland- 

;t / relative 
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Relative concerns. Future anjialists will pro- chap. 
ba^bty deduce from these and similar causes, an s.^-y^ 
inevitable relaxation in the tics of rererenceand 
Joyalty which ought at all times to bind the 
people to their sovereign, and a political indif- 
ference which gave too free a scope to the dis- 
firganizers of our days, who Mere too keen and 
industrious not to avail themselves of the en-- 
i:oiirag«ment so profusely Iteld out to them. 

In France the means of resistance were stiU 
more feeble than in othei- parts of the conti-- 
pent ; and here, accordingly, the seeds of sedi> 
tion first ^rokg out into open insurrection, ■ 
That country had patiently supported two long. • 
reigns of depravity and enormous profusiooi 
which bad so embarrassed its-^finances that the '^' 

benevolent monarch who succeeded, unwilling; 
to recur to the despotic means used by his two 
' predecessors, loosened the reins of his govem- 
meot by demanding voluntary supplies^ which 
}iis people would still have cheerfully grafted* 
had not various concomitant circumstances 
damped their loyalty, and alienated their ardent 
Teal f^r the glory of their mooarchs, for which 
that nation had been long eminently distio- 
gui|hed. Those to whom the administratioa 
, of public affairs had been consigned were, for 
ihe most part, men destitute of the skill and 
\igour which the dangers of the times imperi-: 
ousljr 
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CHAP. ousTy dematiiled. The glaring instances of de~ 
I pravity, moreover, not only winked at by the 
government, but even countenanced by the ex- 
amples of those of higher ranks, and in conspi- 
cuous stations, had long since ofTedded and 
alarmed eieatbe well-disposed part of the na- 
tion, and greatly favoured the spirit of instibor- 
diaatioQ which gradually burst forth in att 
quitfters. To this spirit the improvident Ver- 
gennes gave additional vigour by his most rm- 
politie American war, which, while it autiio- 
rized an open resistance to the established au- 
thorities, greatly increased the spreading evil 
by an additional derangement of the finances. 
All this, too, happened at a time when the po- 
pularity of the sovereign was greatly impaired 
by his frequent dissensions with his parliament, 
whom the people had accustomed themselves 
to look upon as their steady advocate, and 
whom repeated successes had taught to aim at 
further triumphs. Designing men were not 
wanting, who eagerly embraced the opportu- 
nity, of accelerating the disturbances which 
they saw were now impending, and from ^'hich 
they had no doubt of deriving essential advan- 
t^es. Aware that in order to arrive at tiieis 
ends they must subvert the present system of 
society, they resolved to rou^ the inferior 
classes by the fascinating cry oHibcrty andequa- 
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litif, which ■ they well knew no labourer, no chap. 
journeym^nj no vagrant of idle propensities aad w-y-"^. 
vicious habits, would be disposed to suppress ; 
and by a epecious tender of a representation in 
the government, which men even of superior 
rjink will often be inclined to favour, deeming 
it much more eligible to have an ostensible 
share in the administration of public affairs^ 
than to adhere to the peaceful enjoyment of do- 
mestic comforts, and the improvement of their 
private fortunes by the honest arts of industry 
and economy. 

Swisserland was situated too near, and was staie-ol 
too closely connected with this nursery of sedi- ^^"^' 
tion, not to be early infected by the spreading 
contagjon. The cries of liberty, equality, and 
representation, were soon heard in many of the 
sequestered \alleys, where harmony, peace, and 
prosperity had subsisted for a^es. Its different 
governments, at the same time, wwe of too 
lenient and patriarchal a nature to afford the. 
corrective means which the nature of the evil 
manifestly required ; and hence arose, in vari- 
ous parts, a clamour that these governments 
■were no longer adapted to the spirit of the times. 
Few, indeed, dared openly avow the charge of 
oppression against their rulers ; the people 
throughout the country being armed, and the 
magistrates without a weapon but thelove and 
confidence 
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CHAP, confidence of the people: no unpotafiini 
> tlierefore could Eiirel^r be more false and injn- 
lioBS than Ibat oftlie tjraDDy of aa oligarcbj. 
to incessanll^ pro^Jaimed bj the French ^enfs 
and depredaton.* It must bewerer be mvocd, 
that ID some of the aristocratic cantons a certain 
iaeqi:a1i(y bad taken place, vrbicb^ tbongb fitr 
from unjust or oppressive in it» origin, did yet, 
in time, become vexatious to those who were 
stationed in the inferior ranks. At Zu^ic and 
Badcj. for instance, "where tbe citizens en- 
grossed not only all the authoritj and emolu- 
ments of gm'emment, but even, to a certaiit 
decree, monopolized tbe best part of tbe profits 
of tbe industrious inhabitants of the coontrj, 
4he peasantry having once beard tbe cry -of 
emancipation and equality, stood in little need 
of French emissaries tourgethem to a chum of 
equal rights, io which they might well think, 
and they had before now intimated, that the 
services they had rendered to the state had 
given them a just title. Accordingly it was 
soon perceived that the peasants on the late of 
Zuric, and in the rural districts of Basle, were " 
preparing to be among the foremost in adopt- 
ing a spirit of diKtfiection, and in advancing 
pretensions of a revolutionary tendency. 

In the Pays de Yaud a similar spirit had 

been long since disseminated^ but under some 

Twietj 
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Vcrletyo'f circumstances. Tbe peasants, though ch<u>. 
&r less industrious, aud hence less epulettt, i 
than those of the Ger-maa districts of the cao- 
tOQ of Beroe, were however abundantly sativ- 
lied with the piotoction they felt aad acknow- 
ledged at the hands of their laap^Utratcs, whom 
they- considered as, and often addressed hj the 
eadeaiiag name of, the fatheis : but amon^ the 
gentry and citizens munnurs were heard, which 
the government slighted till it was no longer 
able to sappress them. Most of the latter weic 
descended from refugees, who liad qiutted 
France at the repeal of die edict ofNantee. 
Among these, many were found who, emulous 
of being thought no less pubticrspirtted and 
impatient of controul than their neigbboui^ of 
Geneva, bore with restless iodigoation their ex- 
clusion &om, or at least thegreat difficulty that 
obitructedUieiradinissioQ into, the higher ofSce; 
.«f magistracy. These accordin^y rwaivcd tw 
use all'Hieans they could devise, or that might 
be aSbrded them by foreign aid, to achieve their 
eiaancipatioH froia Uie government of Berne, 
even at the price of their eompeteat freedom, 
and the many domestie comforts they had long 
eojoyedia one of the most exhilarating regions 
upon earth ; like one who, being aQccted by a 
temporary complaint in his exlfeBtities, riAievei 
bimsclf by thi; aiuputaiJon of ^is liuihf. 

These 
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CHAP. These symptoms of rising disafiection miglit 
^^'y-^ easily bare been repressed^ had tbe magistracies, 
in whose dbtricts they manifested themselves, 
acted with the wisdom and unanimity necessary 
to invigorate their measures. There are abiind- 
ance of incontestable proofs that the bulk of 
the people, conscious of their prosperous state, 
were firmly addicted to their venerable coil- 
stttution and its administrators; and would 
have shewn the same zeal and heroism in its de- 
fence, of which they bad given proofs At Mor- 
garten, Sempach, and Naefels : but their rulers 
sufTered partial views and selfish motives to 
influence their deliberations; and heoce their 
councils became undecided, and their decree 
.fluctuating, and often contradictory. France. 
they knewj would- declare in favour of the in- 
surgents ; and all those therefore who still re- 
ceived stipends, pensions, or annuities from 
that state, never failed to oppose every coercive 
expedient; while those, whose morals bad 
been fainted, and patriotic ardour allayed, by 
the depravity of French manners, would, per- 
haps more from levity than sinister views, im- 
pede the measures that might have saved the 
commonwealth. Thus do we find in the coo- 
duct of these governments, particularly in that 
of Berne, where the interests of the French re- 
public were most predominant, and whose re- 
solvea 
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solves chiefly influenced the cantons, a heslta- chap. 
tioQ which destroyed all confidence ; and an ^-*-lr.»J 
alternate recourse to severity and compliance, 
a practice, of all others the most conducive to 
afford plausible pretences for complaint, and a 
reliance on the means of resistance. Some true 
patriots, and men of sound policy and un- 
daunted courage, succeeded at times to excite a 
few paroxysms of vigour ; but these were all ' 
«f short duration, and generally succeeded by 
still greater examples of debility : and the in- 
glorious pusiUaoimity of the whole tenor of 
their conduct, which they dignified by the 
name of moderation, soon convinced the French 
directory of the facility of the subjugation, 
which doubtless they had long meditated. The 
facts now to be related will afford an additional 
proof how eficctually temporizing compliance, 
and servile timidity, wilt provoke accumulated 
insults, and accelerate the ruin of a deiipov.diiig^ 
state. 

The nirmber of Swiss troops which had, ever/Tnaimmt 
since the treaty of subsidy between I<ewis the Troops in 
Eleventh and the Helvetic body, been retained 
in the service of France, had, during the pre- 
sent century, in general amounted to about 
fourteen thousand men, distributed into eleven 
regiments, which, considering their acknow- 
ledged bravery, .strict discipline, and inflexible 
adherence 
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*^^- a(thereii.ce to thfir engagemenisj were a( alt 
^"""""^ times looked upon as the flower of the French 
army, Theearliestpromolersofseditioo view- 
ed this steady phalanx with a suspicious eye, 
and one of their first attempts was to seduce 
them from thctr allegiance. They succeeded 
in a great measni'e with the regiment ofClia- 
^'"^ fcau-Vicux, at this time in garrison at Nancy ; 
the greatest part of which rautiniedj plundered 
their military chest, and shewed a disposition to 
desert their colours. Count Bouille arrived in 
time to quell tlie tumult. Those who had heen 
foremost in the revolt were seized, and, con- , 
formablv with an article in their capitulation, 
Tvcre tried by (heir own officers. Twenty-two 
of them were sentrnrcd to death, and forty-one, 
who had been convicted of the theft on the re- 
gimental chest, were condemned, and actiraUy 
sent, to the galleys at Brest. The Jaeohtn 
party, unwilling tliat any one should suffer for 
disobedience or treason, and further prompted 
by their aniuiosity aii^aiiist Bouille and La 
Fayette, the latter of whom had incurred their 
enmity by his strict adherence to subordination 
and discipline,warmly espoused the cause ofllie 
convicts at Brest, and impetuously demanded 
their release; and in this they readily succeed- 
ed, in open viotationof the treaties, according 
to Vvhich the sculeuces of the couit-mactiai 
ctiuLd 
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could oxi\y be repealed hy the cantons. The c 
party, at the instigation of the comedian ^ 
Collot d'Herbois, caused the felons to be 
broug^ht iu triumph to Paris, introduced thenij 
with shouts of congratulation and applause, 
into the legislative assembly, and even reward- 
ed them as victims of despotic tyranny. The 
cantons, so far from resenting this outrage, did 
not even venture a remonstrance, or utter the 
least complaint. 

Whether the mode of seduction was found 
too tardy or altogetlier ineffectual, a different 
expedient was next adopted, which, in fact^ 
proved more ^eedy and successful. . The Ber- 
nese regiment of Ems', the oldest, and one of 
the most distinguished in the line, was quartered 
at Aix in Provence. Although it had, in com- 
pliance with an order from the supreme council 
of Berne, tsiken the oath prescribed by the new 
constitution ; yet, because it preserved order 
and discipline, and did not partake of the en- 
thusiasm of the frantic multitude, it was gene- 
rally considered as addicted to the aristocratic 
party. A numerous band of desperate Marsil- 
lians was dispatched to Avignon, where some 
anti-revolutionary plots were suspected to be 
in agitation. These ruffians were instructed 
to assail the regiment of Ernst in their way 
through Aix, and to deprive it of the means of 

VOL. III. u impeding 
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CHAP, impeding the projected revolution. Thej 
'-'''*''*^ arrived id this city on the twenty-fifth of Fe- 
bruary. The governor had previously com-, 
jhanded the regiment to retire into its barracks, 
■which orderwas immediately obeyed. Notwith- 
standiBg thisreadiress to abstain from all interfeif- 
cnte in the concerns of the contending parties, 
the MartiilUans declared that, unless the whole 
rcglihent surrendered its arms, and evacuated the 
town, they would instantly attack it/and proceed 
to any extremity if it offered the least resistance. . 
Major de Wafteville, the commanding officer^ 
resolved to prevent the threatened carnage, 
which he was convinced could be productive 
of no beneficial purpose, and ordered the sol- 
diers to lay down their ai'ms. They immedi- 
ately marched out of Aix in the same manner 
as the remnant of the legions of L. Cassius had 
formerly retired before the Tigurini, without a 
weapon except a simple stafi". The regency of 
Berne immediately recalled the regiment, and 
wrote to the king to demand the arms, which 
Were its property. They indeed, though in 
guarded terms, complained of the indignity of- 
fered to their nation ; but no notice was taken 
of the remonstrance, although it was laid before 
the assembly at the king's recommendation. 
M»M9cre These insults, however, were trivial when 
Tuiumo. compared with the horrid mas^^acre that was 
\ ^ soon 
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toon after committed oQ the Swiss guards, wliile, chap. 
ttae to their all^iance, aod surrounded by ^^rv^ 
defection, they were, with heroic intrepidity, 
defending the king. Sis family, and his palace> 
against the frenzy of a lawless multitude. The 
event of the tenth of August, in whicN., near 
eight hundred brave confederates, worthy of 
their gallant ancestors who fell on the cemetery 
of St. Jacob, perished in the faithful discharge, 
of their duty, is of too public notoriety to be 
here dwelt upon. The few who escaped the 
slaughter in the Tuilleries were imprisoned, 
and afiterwards butchered in the dreadful ba- 
vock of the second of September. • Though 
many hundreds' of Swiss families were, by this 
atrocious act, reduced to mourn the loss of 
■ome near friend or relative, yet not a murmur 
on the part of the Helvetic governments was 
heard in France, and not a step was' taken to 
obtain even the semblance of tedress : and so 
far was the French assembly from expressing any 
conipuoctionfor the unmerited aggression, tiiat, 
ten days after the horrid cArnage, they issued a 
decree, by which, regardless of the long estab- 
lished ties of friendship, of the many existing 
treaties, capitulations, and conventions, and 
without the least communication with the 
cantons on the subject, all the Swiss regiments, 
at that time in the service of France, were sud- 
.denly disbanded and sent home] without any 
' V 3 ' indem- 
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CMAP. iDdemnification for the heavy losses wbiclk 
t,^-Y>.f many of the iudlviduals sustained by this abrupt 
dismissal. 

Perhaps it will appear incredible^ and yet it. 
L8 true, that notwithstanding these repeated 
and unexampled provocations, the Helvetic 
diet, at this time assembled at Arau, declared 
tliat they would stedfastly adhere to a strict 
neutrality between ' the contending parties. 
This neutrality, while it proved particularly 
detrimental to the combined armies, was of the 
greatest utility to France, as it not only secured 
a feeble frontier of upwards of sixty leagues 
against all foreign attack, but likewise pre- 
served the only door the French had now left 
open to all the markets of Europe. How far 
it was conducive to the , honour, safety, and 
' even ex istcnce of the confederacy, the event has 
fihewn,' 

■' It may be deemed a calamity, that a man so dextrous, 
no versatile, and possesf^ed of qualities so specious as Bartlie- 
leniy, should, at this time, have been the Frencli minister iu 
Swisserliind. He no doubt made good use of the private io- 
tcresls of individuals to soften tlie resentment, which it is 
iiiipossible the late atrocities should not have excited among 
thu people. It may, moreover, be some esleniiation of the 
fertile conduct of the Swis-i governments, that they had 
■ some reason to entertain doubu of the unanimous co-opera- 
tion of the people, had they been called tp arms ; and that 
in faet (what we here assert upon no equivocal authority) all 
tlie great powers of Europe, when they still believed in thd 
great faeility of ctiislung the Frencli republic, strongly re- 
cpuuuended 
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Meanwhile the revolutionary agents in the chaP. 
Pays ^e Yaud, perceiving the want of energy i-^-v-^ 
theif government betrayed on most occasions, Ij^^t^n,, 
and that- the complexion of the times was fa- " jo^,^*IJi^ 
Tourilble to their designs, began to act with ^'^^^''' 
less circuraspectiori> and publicly avowed sen- 
timents and claims which," till then, no one had 
ventured to advance with the most distant 
view of 'obtaining redress. The leaders, how- 
ever |>ernicious their principles may have 
been, were not men of common abilities and 
Vigour. Clavieres, a native of Geneva, who 
had been proscribed from that city in one of 
the revolutions' in which the aristocracy pre- 
"vailed, was now at Paris, immersed in the tor- 
rent of the revelutionary vortex, in which be 
eoon after became one of the principal leaders, 
and an early victim.' Nothing was neglected 

commended to the Swiss to persevere in the neutrality, 
which the same powers afterwards loudly reprobaled. Thiw , 
much is certain, that no offers of subsidies were lOade to the 
(^ntona, without which it was, impossible fur the^ to en- 
gage in a war of this magnitude } in which, at theVutical 
moment trf the siege of Lyons, and the precarious possession 
of Toulon by the allies, their co-operation might have been 
of the most decisive consequence. 

' He waSriiinlsteroffinonces duringRoIand'cadminisfra- 
tion; and on the expulsion of that faction, he, being incon- 
fiiiementi and bearing the names of those who were to ini-- 
pea'ch him, preferred the death of C jto to the horrors rf » 
public execution, which he knew he -could no longer fscajm. 

• ■ ' by 
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CHAP, hy this artful and iodefatigable dem^ogue , 
' that tended to subvert, or any way dishiA, the 
government which bad contributed to the overf 
throw of the party be had abetted iahis own 
republic : and through hio^ and his associates^ 
the disafTectcd in the Pays de Vaud received 
assurances of the coacurreoce and support of 
France in the plans they had concerted. Cffisar 
Frederic la Harpe of RoUe had been bced to the 
profession of the law; but having failed of sue*- 
cess in one of the first Iaw-«iit8 he had conr 
ducted before his municipal tribunal, he left 
liis country in disgust, and repaired to Peters- 
burg, where he was pot only graciously re- 
ceived by tJie.great Catherine, but even entrust- 
ed with a share in the education of two of hep 
grandsons, and soon after promoted to the rank 
of colonel.* His remote situation no ways pre- 
vented his fomenting the disturbances that were 
preparing in his native country : and such was 
the frequency and mUignity of his corre- 
spondence, that the magis!trates of Berne, who 
liad thought it necessary to inspect his letters, 
extracted from them a delineation of his cha- 
racter, which they transmitted to the erapres.". 
This charge, however, he found means so e&ctu> 

* II is well knovn that in Russia aJl promotioDS in the civil 
]ine are cjaised according to military rank. C, F. la Harp^ 
never served in the arm^. 

.11/ 
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•.Uy to elwtej that, he was su^red to «0Htinuc chap^ 
ia;bis-5tatioii till, the revolutionary conflagra- wv-v 
tioD having stained the upper hand in the west 
of Europe,, he resolved to retura to his .aative 
Valleys;^ but being refused admission iuto .tiio 
cantoii of Berne, he took up his reeidenee on 
the .contiguous temtory of Geaeva, and from 
iheac« oiigaiiizedtheiinEurcectioas which ended 
in the Mibjugatiofi of his country.^ Amiideus 
la Harpe of Yent, near Aubonne,.a man of pro-: 
perty and some weight in bis vicina^, did oot 
«ct so conspicuous a part as his last mention^ 
cousin of Rolle, having been earlier checked 
in his career. Being at his seat when .the <Jie- 
turbaace first broke out in the Pays- de ^^udj 
vrhich be od all occasions industriously prpr 
snotc^d, he is known to have been the principal 
channel through which the distant co-operators, 
at Paris and Petersburg, conveyed the Veooia 
they meant to disseminate : being actually 
detected, he was one of the first who felt the 
e^cts of the' desultory vigour which the go- 
Ternment at times exerted. 

The first explojion took place on the second . 

^, In 1794. _ \ 

* He became in tbe sequel one ofthe five of llie Helvetic 

directory, which being found inadequate for the purposes of 
, government, is now (January ISOO) superseded by a provi- 

yionary admi[iistration. 

anniversaiy 
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CHAP, anniversary of the demolition of the Bastille/ 
^>v-w which Amadeus la' Hnrpc caused tbbecele^ 
brated with great festivity in many of the Hel- 
vetic towns on the lake ofGenevi. The su- 
preme council of Berne, being apprised of the 
ipirit of diBaSiection that had manifested itself 
on this occasion, sent & special commission, at- 
tended by a force of three thousand men, to 
inquire into the causes of the murmurs, and to 
infiict punishment on those whom they should 
convict of seditious practices. The commisr 
Bioners opened their court at RoUe. Whether 
the remonstrances the people had to make 
■wfere really trivial, or whether the force attend- 
ing the conimission intimidated the discontent- 
ed, no complaints of any consequence were here 

, brought forward; and the tribunal had tittle 
else to do than to examine into the delinquency 
of several of the ringleaders, some -of whom 
they confined in the castle of Chillon, and 
others they restrained by less severe punish- 
ments. Many lied from justice, and among 
these Amadeus la Harpe, who, having by this 
idefault incurred the penalti(;3 ofhigb treason, 
was sentenced to suffer death in case he should 

, rcturnto the territories, of the rcpubjic,'' 

"" July (he l-lth, 1791, 

* He entered into itie French sen'ice; and having risen 
to ihe rank of general of division/ was, tliroogli a mUlako, 
killed by his own party at the pgjaage of the Po, n&ir Ojt 
Aognn, in iheyear l7Cj&, 
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Therestof SwieseirUBd WM asyet'inBStale ciwit 
"of perfect tranqliillity, "wben, max h&ring^beeB ^-^v-v* 
declared betweerr the em^rdT.'aoliihe.FreQcb ^'^^^ 
republic, oneofthe first'fti^nitronsoatheipBttf p™^^^ 
of the iatier w»s, the tifciiig, pisBessioo: of tha 
distriot of Poientiui. GeaetaiGustine, towaccb 
the end of Apcil> distributed six thousattd mxtm ■ 
in the -passes which opened, through this oDUflp- 
try, froiathe-Basgau-into the French dfitilicti 
of upper 'Alsace. This infNft.inilpot-tajiiipatftrf 
the hishopric of Baslci didnobiAdccdi&'mth'r 
in the bdundaries of the Helvetic totiidnes-f 
but the bisbop;a9acottfedcirELte,,wAsautfeMned 
to denial the protection ef ',tlie oaiitifita ; and 
at aay rate it was to thera a'w49t Alarmi^gcisr « 

cumstance to. see a French . aribjiiii peasos^Ak 
of the stroDgest posts on oueof tht'Ieaatiaeotae 
parts of their frontiers. .; ' ■ ; . ; - mV 

Another French army approatthed so<m aJUir ' 
at a stilt more vulnerable - paft <of (lie 6<»n6fie£b 
wliere, disafiectioa having already spro^d. t^ 
venom, it would be infallibly .encQuraged.'bjr 
the prospeet of the vigorous support tb»t wight 
reasonably be expected fvom such powerful 
auxiliaries. General Montesquieu received 
orders to take, possession of the duchy of Savoy, 
lie was ostensibly directed to pay due respect to 
the uoutrality of the Helvefic body, which 
order iiCj from inclination as well as duty, 
strictl/ 
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tmAp. alrktly obeyed : s«rcould.itbe consideFed'ai 
I anyiinfraction of this neutrality on the part oi 
the' Sffisaihajt; this itep being taken attfaeso- 
ticitaiion of the magistrates of Genera, who, in 
order to guard against the iosuka they migttt 
veil apprehend -when contending armies were 
ao mean their gates, dcmanded> a^reioforcenent 
Stam their confederates. The cantons of Zuhc 
md Berne, towards the end of 'September, ac- 
ivattyiiAarehed sixteen hundred men into this 
city:'£biB act of vigour however, not being 
ronsidcred in the same impartial light by the 
Fceacfa -diiectory, their general advanced -with 
ttTowed hostile intentions ; but soon after, vrtth 
a moderation which was not likely to gratify 
4be asperit^'of his superiors, he agreed to a cim*- 
TentioD. l^iis i^reement was signed on tbe 
twenty-second of October, and stipulated that 
the Swiss troops were to evacuate the tity be- 
fyte the first of December; upon which the 
'Frenich Were likewise to witiidraw within a cer- 
tain distance of its gates. 

. No - one was more indignant at this lenity 
than Clavicres, who now held the office of mi- 
nister of finances at Paris, and who, besides 
aiming at the total overthrow of the present 
government at Geneva, harboured a particular 
animosity, even agaiiis this former party in that 
city, whicji, aware of ^he impending danger, 
. had 
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bad now cprdially coalesced with tii* magifl- our. 
tracy. Poi¥H(ptory ^jr^ers, issBing origmiHy o*-*^ 
from him, Wieres^ot ^ the general to'xerpfcfe 
^e convention, «Dd, io pay no regard to tbe iieu«- 
tr^ity of the Pays.de Vaud. Whether from 
motive^ pf justice pr humanity, or from mqu 
less coEKinendat>]e inducement, tbe commanded 
remonstrated against tbe perBdioua decroc; aad 
procrastioatfdi unti} a strict order came to fail 
aubordinate officers' to seize him, and send him 
prisoner to Paris. This command he eloded 
hy flight. . Clavieres appears to han'e been ia 
some measure pacified by the triumpli he ob> 
lain«d on tJiis occasion : he suffered bis coun- 
trysenj by dismissing their Swiss auxiKa^ies, t* 
fulfil the ruinous terms to which they had en- 
Iptged themselves in tbe capitulation ; and thea 
countenancad the emissaries, -wlio, jointl'y witt 
tbeFrenchresidentServim,instigatedafewoftlie 
natives to renew their claims of admission int4 
Ihe general assembly, -and to raise a faint. cla^ 
mour, vrhich soon became tbe pretence for the 
introduction of French troops, and a surrendo^ 
of the independence of tbe city. This event, 
while it filled all ranks with horror and dis- 
may, was represented to the directory as the 
cause of joy and exultation in the astonist^ 
citizens.' * 

* A full and 'animated account of this iniquitous tramac. 
tiva has been published by Mr, D. Cbauvet, in a tract en- 
titled, 
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xsut. -.'While the French were draggiasf their last] 
0"^^ and'one of their best, monarchs to the scaffold, 
^S^Brifcot and his party, who probably saw that 
«J*^ their tiiurped authority could Only be protract^ 
1793. gd \jy an extensive foreign war, contrived the 
aggression of Holland, and consequently of 
England, and urged the necessity of eitbef' ex- 
torting from the Helvetic body another abject 
declaration of neutrality, or 6f carrying fire 
and Bword into its peaceful regions ; Clavieres 
at the same time, and some fugitives fVom the 
Paysde Yaud, actuallydigestingthe plan of an 
invasion, and estimating the profits that would 
accrue to them froirt the plunder to be com- 
mitted at Berne." Austria and'Sardinia thought 
the measure of disgrace the Swiss had now 
sustained so full, that ■ they had Httle doubt of 
!<he success of a proposal .they at length made 
4a the CBfitons to join- the coalition ; but the 
jSwtsa,:l[nowiDg from long experience how little 
4hey .could rely upon the promises of these 
courts, now, in their turn, resisted all the argu- 
-meota that were suggested, and vainly flattered 
theineelves that, hy temporizing, they should 
still escape the conflagration that was spread- 
ing all around them. The author who appears 

tilled, ' Conduite c!u gouverneroent Francois envers Ja re- 

* publi<\ue de Geneve.' 

.. '" JUeuioiTG ot' General Pumouriez, t, I, cbap. 10. 

to 
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to have written with raosti^npartialityoa- this" ^^^- ■ 
sulyect," with an. inconsisteucy that eannot *^'V^^ 
'Well be accounted for, gratuitously extol» tbe^ 
wisdom of the Swiss ^overnmeat iii- persisting. 
W this neutrality, while in the same page he: 
adduces iacfs which evince thef ruinous tend-, 
ency of the measure. No alternative in the 
aifairs of this nation was perhaps ever so eittf- 
cal and hazardous as the present: biitthis truth 
we may safely infer from the whole tenor of 
its conduct, that a people who will be free and 
independentj must rely wholly upon its owa 
means of repelling unmerited aggression. 

The intended blow (for it would equally 
have been inflicted uotwithstaoding the lowli- 
ness of the cantons) was for a time suspended, 
it is said, by the remonstrances of a member of 
the supreme council of Berne, who was then at 
Paris, and who, though without credentials, ex- 
erted himself to conciliate the forbearance of 
the directory. He delineated in lively colours, 
in an occasional tract," the signal advantages 

" Posselt, Europ.annal. 1793. No. 2. 

" Coup d'OeiliuTlesTelationspolitiqaes entTelaRepublique 
fJ-dTicowe et le Corps Helvetique, by Col. Weiss, The same 
author some time after published a pathetic esbortation to 
his countrymen under die title of Ritnilez vous Suittes, le 
danger approche. The subject of tliis neutrality has been 
amply discussed by C. L. Haller, in an Exposi historique da 
fa ts foncemants la nmtraliU de la Suisie envers la France: 
published io thp year 1797. 
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CHAP. France dtrtved from the neutrality of tlie Swiss, 
tjf-Y^ at a time when the united forces of nine foreign 
powera were pouring in upon its frontiers, and 
ciril discord was sapping its very Vitals; when 
tb« Vendee was in flames, and Lyons offered a 
jretistance which, had it been seconded from the 
Alps, would no doubt' have prevented the fall 
of Toulon, and perhaps detached the southern 
departments from the infant republic. His ar- 
guments gained general applause : Dumouriez 
-seconded the powerful impression they made ; 
and the general- Desprez-Crassier, \i'ho. com- 
manded in the district of the Upper Rhine, 
received strict orders. ' to proceed with the 

* greatest circumspection in all things relating 
' to the Swiss; and to be particularly upon his 

* guard against the false insinuations of in- 
' triguers, who were endeavouring to sow dis- 
' senstons between them and the French repub- 
' lie.' Even Robespierre, addressingCol. Weiss, 
used the expression, ' the name of Swiss must . 

^ * be ever dear to all true Frenchmen, and is par- 
' ticularly so to me.' The fall of Lyons, which 
twenty thousand Swiss would inevitably have 
prevented," was in fact the critical period af 

" Eiiglaitd, by virtue of the capilulations between Hollani 

and some of die Helvetic states, had a right to accede to 

those treaties upon simUar terms, and niiglii. hav6 demanded 

■.the number of tioops that would probably have performed 

Una 
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frhichthe French arms recovered the ascend-" cttAP, 
anej, which has since &r a time enabled an, i^^-V'm 
imperious directory to dictate lairs to Europe. ' 

The brilliant success of the French arms' in sucem or 
the campai^of the ensuing year, first removed 
the douhts the calftinets of Europe had till now ^^^ ' 
entertained of the compeiency of the Prenck 
rulers, to negotiate and conclude treaties. 
Prussia was the first link the directory fountf 
means to detach from the chain of the coalition : 
but great obstacles presented themseWes as to 
the'mode of conducting the conferences, and 
the place ■ where they should be carried on. 
The latter difficulty was obTiated, by fixing 
upon the only neutral country accessible'to the 
plenipotentiaries of both parties; and, at Basle, ,-g, 
the temporizing Barthelemy, seconded by tlie 
subtle tribune of Basle, Peter Ochs, of Whom 
more will be said hereafter, brought about the 
first ^reement between a monarch and the de- 
clared enemies to monarchy. This was soon 
after, and by the specious persuasions of the 
same agent, followed by a simitar pacification 
between the regicides and the representative of 
the nearest branch of the royal bouse, whose 
chief they had led to the scaffold : and lastly; 

tbis service. The British cabinet was apprized of the feet ; 
but it does not appeal what use waa made of the timely 
intelligence, 

1 , one 
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CHAP. OQeaf tbe most considerable of t1ie German 
v^-v-w 9fittXB accepted also of a recoociliatioOi 'whicli 
iatbe precoding year would have beea held in 
tbe greatest abhorrence.'* 
w« Another campaign followed, ia which the 
Austrians, after a series of dUcomfituresj oIh 
tiioed such signal advantages, as brought the 
armies, which had reached the frontiers of Aus^ 
tria and Bohemia, back to the Rhine, and 
obliged the Swiss to take vigorous steps for the 
preservation of their neutrality. Id the months 
of September and October, general Moreau 
made his ever memorable retreat, -in which se- 
veral of his straggling parties haviilg been 
driven towards the confines of tbe Helvetic 
states, demanded, and, notwithstanding the 
loud remonstrances and menaces of the Austrian 
generals, readily obtained, premission to pro- 
ceed, through their territories, towards the 
frontiers of France ; detached, indeed, in small 
numbers, and without arms or ammunition, but 
receiving all the relief their deplorable con- 
dition stood in need of As concessions and 
friendly offices appear to have been tbe prin- 
cipal claims of the Swiss confederates to tlie 
outrages they bad es^perienced from France, 

" The peace wilh Prassia was signed on the 5th of April; 
with Siiain on the 22d of July, and with Hesse Cassel oa tiie 
Ulli of August. 

these 
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njesjg ^ts of humanity ought, no doubt, to be chap. 
likewise inBferted ia the catalogue of their title »-^-y-««* 
'deeds. '• 

The long protracted sieges of Kehl, and of 
the TetJi de Pont at Huningen, rendered it ne- 
cessary for the cantons to collect a force ; and 
they actually formed & cordon on that frontier; 
Vhere the near approach of numerous Austrian ~ 
iroopSj elate with victory^ and at all times ad- 
dicted to plunder, afforded frequent causes of 
mutu&i complaints and recriminations. In the 
night of the thirtieth of November^ one of the 
Austrian columns which had been ordered to 
storm an outwork at Huningen, mistook its 
, way, and spread beyond the established line of 
demarcation; The clamours of Barthelemy 
upon this were loud and imperious. He taxed 
the Swiss officers who commanded the cordon 
with cowardiee and base corruption; and the 
fcantons, ever compliant with his peremptory 
mandates, immediately caused them to be ar- 
rested, and sentenced three of them to a long 
tonfinement. On the first day of the next 
month of February, the Tete de Pont of Hu- "". 
ningen surrendered to the Austrians ; but on 
the other hand the important city of Mantua, 
the bulwark of the Austrian power in Italyj 
yielded likewise, about the same time, to the 
victorious arms of Bonaparte. This intrepid 
TOL. ni. X comipander, 
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*^*^- commander, by a sudden and most liazKrdoilf 
expeditioDj of which there is scarce an example 
in history, and with his usual ardour and ra- 
pidity, forced bis way into the heart of Austria, 
spread a panic to the tery gates of Vienna, and 
compelled a ready acceptance of the terms of 
accommodation he was pleased to offer. The 
preliminaries were signed at Leoben on the 
seventeenth of April ,* and on the eighteenth of 
October the treaty, which delivered France 
from its last and most fomidable enemy on the 
continent, was ratified at the Friulese castle of 
Campo Formio. Posterity will know how to 
appreciate and acknowledge the eminent ser- 
vice rendered to the human race by the magoa" 
nimous British monarch, who, seconded by bii 
intrepid minister, and a brave, wise, and loyal 
people, singly and undismayed, in the midst of 
this defection, still braved the raging tempest ; 
and will, it may be hoped, still be the means 
not only of preventing the extinction of piety« 
honour, and religion, but also of preserving th* 
elegant improvements which embellish life, and, 
contribute to sooth tbe hour of sorrow. 

It might have been expected that the SwiSf 
-would now have reaped the fruits of tbe ser- 
vile obsequiousness of their rulers, a^d that all 
danger would bpnceforth have been averted 
from 
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from their confines :" but so far was such an chap. 
iact of justice from bnteting into the plans of oov-^.v 
ihe French rulers, that the disastrous period of 
humiliation now approached, when this de- 
luded people Were to experience reproaches, 
insults, and calamities of ihe most degrading 
nature j and;, at length, the final overthrow of 
their venerable confederacy. It remained now 
for the French, who had strengthened their 
eastern frontier by the course of the Rhine, and 
the republican out-posts in Italy and Hollandj 
to secure it completely by assimilating to their 
govermUentj or obtaining an absolute sway 
over, one of the most martial people, inhabiting 
a country which haS act improperly, been called 
the citadel of Eutope: It became also hecet- 
laxy for theUi to raise fresh supplies towards 
carrying on the plaii of uUiverSal conquest they 
seem at this time to have digcisted. To new- 
mo^el the government of this country, and tO 
reduce its supreme power into one collective 
body, appeared to them the most conducive to 
their purposes; being well aware that they 
would findit much easier to influence; or rather 
direct, the spirit of one ruling aggregate; than 
to conciliate the opinions of upwards of twenty 

" Many enlighteaed Swiss persist id their opinion that, 
but for die treaty of Campo Formio, their neutrality would 
>tUl have sared their country, 

X % ficderative, 
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CHAP, fffiderative^ but independentj governments, 
i^-'-i^ oflen differing in principles and interest, bot 
in general tenacious of their antiquated nmx- 
ims, and firmly addicted to their religious du- 
ties and opinions, and to the dictates of justice 
and humanity, which it might be thought 
would ill qualify th^m as allies or members of 
the overbearing republic. 
TheFrench The first step of the directory towards secur- 
thw|« ing a plausible pretence for an open rupture, 
sfri)^'" ' was to proclaim to the world the various insults 
their nation had sustained on the part of the 
confederates. A formal manifesto being as yet 
premature, they caused their periodical papers 
and occasional pamphletE,"" to exhibit ch^ges- 
which the republic, they declared, could no 
longer suffer to pass unnoticed and nerevenged. 
They urged, tliat the Swiss had, during the 
war, made most usurious profitit in their com- 
mercial intercourse with France: that not only 
their illicit trafiic with the French assignats, 
but also their abundant fabrication of them, 
had greatly contributed to depreciate their 
value, and had, in fact, materially injured the 
credit of the French nation : the toleration of 
the emigrant priests and royalists ; the couu' 
tenance given to a contraband trade, chiefly 

" The Rfidacteur, Moniteur, Publlciste, Los Bailife' 
Sulsses flemasqu^, &c. &c. 
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withEnglishgoods; and the sufferiag a British chap. 
mioister to reside in their couatry, who, it was ^.^-v-y 
pretended, by underhand pracliccB, and enor- 
mous' subordi nations, fomented sedition, and 
encouraged levies against the republic; the 
persecuting the friends of liberty, and at all ^ 
times displaying an aversjonto the revolutionary 
principles espoused by a people which proudly 
fHQimed the name of the great nation ; these 
-were the most importuit among the general ac- 
cusations tflrought forward with much specious- 
ness and arrogance. To these they also added, 
as particular instances of disrespect towards the' 
great republic, the seizure of the envoys Se* 
monville and Maret, on the confines of the 
Valteline ;"-the suffering the reduced officers 
-to wear the military orders conferred on them 
bytheking; the trespass of the Austrians at the 
cordon of Huningen ; and various other impu- 
iatioAs of a still more trivial nature. ' 

Although it was manifested that no force of AniwertJ. 
argument would avert the ruin to which the 
directory had devoted this country, yet one of 
' the ablest among the statesmen of Bernc'^ did 

" 23th of July, 1793. They were indeed seized ou t!ie 
Helvetic territories, but on the very confines, where there 
was no post of defence, asd by Austrian catchpoles (sbtni) 
who had been sent thither from Milan. 

" C. L. HaUer, Expoii Hitbyrique. &c. 

not 
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CHAP, not omit to Tiodicate his country from thesa 
f aspersions, in a manner that has appeared satiftr 
factory to all impartial men, but could not 
disarm the French directors. The freedom of 
trade, he said, could not be restrained without 
mutual disadvantages ; and French individuals, 
as well as the state itseU^ have, no doubt, reaped 
as much advantage from this traffic as those of 
Swisserland. The forging of assignats he po- 
sitively denied, and quoted the different ordi- 
nances that were issued for preventing such 
illicit practices, and for restraining any frau- 
dulent traffic respecting them : the Swiss mer- 
chants, he added, had in fact long supported 
the credit of the French paper currency ; and 
when it at length failed by its enormous ac- 
cumulation, none were more injured than these 
fair dealers : no nation, he maintained, sufiered 
more by the failure of the French funds than 
the Svriss; nor was the sudden reduction of 
their regiments in the French service, without 
the allotment of the least indemnification, a 
trivial cause of th« dimipution of the property 
of his countrymen, occasioned by the proceed- 
ings of the French government: ' And yet 
' with all these losses,' he concludes, ' has not 
' the nation stedfastly resisted the repeated and 
' advantageous offers of the combined powers 
f to join in the coalitioo; andthis too at a time 
'. whei^ 
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' when its acceptance would probably hare chap. 
' proved fatal to the republic?' v.^-*-^ 

Swarms of emigrantSj he owns, flocked into 
this country, to which they were allured by its 
contiguity and similarity of language ; nor 
could the goTernments, consistently with their 
constitution, refuse them admission : but, so far 
from countenancing any secret intrigues of 
theirs, he recites the many regulations that 
were made to prevent the effects of their undo'- 
hand practices, and observes that, finding them 
ineffectual, the supreme council of Berne ven- 
tured upon a measure that had never before 
been recurred to, the ordering all these unhappy 
exiles, without any delinquency being proved 
against them, to quit the territories of the can- 
ton;*^ and this order being repeatedly enforced 
a few months after, it was. found th&t only one 
hundred and fourteen of these wretched fugi- 
tives still remained, all of whom, from decre- 
pitude, infirmity, or tender years, were objects 
of the deepest commiseration. Even before this 
proscription, every emigrant whom the French . 
minister denounced, was immediately seized, 
closely examined, and rigorously dealt with if 
the least delinquency against the French go- 
vernment was proved against him. When, in 

^ June the 17&, l^flS. 

the 
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CHAT, the.seque), these hapless fugitives were abaiK 
' dooed, persecuted, nad oppressed^ in most 
countries io Europe, and many, driven byde- 
^air,. resolved to seek.eitber a precarious ex-, 
iitencf, or a grave, .in their native countrj', 
nunkbers, it is true, attempted to penetrate by 
the way of SwisBerlaad. The govervment, in 
all the steps it took concerning these rash ad- 
Teilturers, acted ia concert with the French 
Mabaasador, and used every possible precaution 
W preveittthe undue distribution, or the foi^i:^ 
of passports; and it is well known that most of 
^e ftpufious permiesioas tht^ were detected, 
had been procured from the interior parts of 
France. Reigardless, moreover, of the cstab-. 
lished liberty of the press, alt publicattons that 
(tny Way reflected upon the government of 
France were instantly suppressed by the Swiss 
states, and their authors ordered to quit the ter- 
ritories of the confederacy; among whom it 
even to be numbered ibeir meritorious coun- 
tryman Mallet duPan, who was taxed with 
. having cpntribyted some impartial strictiires to 
a periodical paper, at that time publicly print-: 
^ at Paris. For the truth of all these allega- 
tions, an appeal is made to the French ambas-. 
sador himselJ^ who, more than once, publicly 
expressed his approbation of the efficacious, 
measures that hfid been taken to accomplish the 
objects, 



THE HELTETIC OONFEDEKACY. 



313 



objects of his various requisitions. Mr. Wick- char 
hatn'e residence, as minister from a sovereign s^r>rv 
^.t peace with the cantons, could not, upon any 
principles of the law of nations, be objected to 
or impeded : but the same French ambassador 
is called upon to attest whether all possible 
precautions were not taken to. prevent the id- 
leged secret practices and intrigues which had 
been made a subject of reproach. The seizing 
or banishing some of their own countrymen, 
who had publicly avowed themselves hjostile to 
the established government, was surely a I^al' 
pet of self-preservation, which every state must 
needs he allowed to practice : how else cduld 
the French directory have justified itsproceed- 
ings on the memorable eighteenth of FruC" 
tidor ? 

Even before the conclusion of the treaty of vaiteiine, 
Campo Formio, whjch may be considered as'™™**"' 
the stta, when the destruction of the Helvetic racy. 
confederacy was decreed by the directory, the 
"Victorious Bonaparte, having been called upon 
to decide a contest between the Grison leagues 
and their subject provinces of Valteline, Chia- 
venna, and Bormio, which had revolted ; witli- 
out the least regard to six existing treaties, by. 
■which the French monarchs had guaranteed 
these provinces to those leagues, determined 
the difference, by annexing them to the newly 
established 
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CHAP, established Cisalpine republic : and thus, by a 
*^»-v-»i-' simple proclamation, he abridged the confede- 
racy of a fertile valley, near .one thousand 
square miles in extent, and containing upwards, 
of one hundred thousand inhabitants. 
'Bonaparte HaviDg Completed his brilliant military^ ai 
•eriand, 'Well as diplomatic, career in Italy, Bonaparte, 
under pretence of repairing to die congress at 
Rastadtj resolved upon a progress through the' 
territories of the confederacy. At Lausanne 
he was welcomed with a degree of frantic ex- 
ultation : at Berne be experienced a ceremo- 
nious, but splendid, civility, expressive of the 
awe in which the people stood of a man of sn- 
pCTior talents, but in whose promises they knew 
they could place no confidence." The magis- 
trates of Soleure, unpolished and morose, could 
80 little accommodate themselves to the honours 
' due to the h^o of the day, that they sentenced 
the commander of their artillery to a long im- 
prisonment, because he saluted him on his pas- 
sage through their city without orders. He 
was however soon released, at the peremptory 

, •* The noagistrates had prepared for Boniiparte a sump- 
tuous ball and supper at Berne, relays of liorses throughout 
their country, and every mark of honour they usually con- 
ferreJ upon the greatest sovereigns ; all wh'ch he disdained, 
and had not even the common TiviLity to retoto a visit lo th» , 
fivoya'. The countrj- was already doomed. 

requisition 
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fequisitioQ of the French minister. What im^ chap. 
pressions the general received on this journey wr^**-' 
may be gathered from his declaratioit on his 
arrival at Basle, ^vbere the revolutioaary mine 
he knew was near exploding, ' that he was 
' now -once more in a republic' He surveyed, 
with theeye of a soldierj the fields of l$Iorat, 
and the enclosures of St. Jacob ; but, with the 
sagacity of a French politician, he 'predicted 
that the Gothic fabric of the Helvetic constitu- 
tion was no longer suited to the present times, 
and would quickly be subverted. Granting 
the fact, men of candour will determine whe- 
ther the fault lay with the timeSj or with the 
constitution. 

The period was now approacJiing when tha 
confederacy was to receive its deadly blow. 
Vhe mild Bartbelemy was recalled, and placed 
in the directory. He was succeeded by Ba- 
ther, . who however, being likewise found too 
lenient for the services expected from hio^ was . 
soon after superseded by Mengaud, a creature Menpmf* 
ofRewbel, who had been thoroughly trained "'"''°°' 
in the school of republican virtues. This new 
pro-consul was no sooner arrived at Basle than 
, he displayed a wide tri-coloured flag before his 
bouse, and in his frequent journeys throi^tt the 
Swiss territories, decorated his carriages with 
{^bundance of tri-C£iloure4 streamers. He not 
only 
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CHAP, onl; signified his protection, and promised the 
w^~v-^ support of the greai nation, to all who might 
think themselves injured by their governmenti^ 
but even ( ao insult of which there is no example 
in Uie history of civilized and independent na- 
tions) issued formal protections''' in favour of 
the inhabitants of several towns, declaring the 
magiBtratcs personally responsible for the safety 
■ of all those who might manifest principles fa- 
vourable to the revolution, or, in other wordsj 
stiew themselves averse to their legitimate sore^ 
leigns. He had at first the humiliation to find 
that the number of disaflfecied was but a small 
proportion of the people : but it soon appeared 
that the fascinating invitations he threw out, 
which the magistrates knew not how to obviaie 
or resent, rapidly increased these numbers of ad- 
herents, particularly in certain districts, where 
collateral causes had combined to excite unea> 
Biness and discontent. 
The Van- In addiUoQ to this encouragement, the movers 
theguarac-bf scdition ju the Pays de Vaud found now 
France, auothef expedient for authorizing the inter- 
ference of France io their quarrel with their 
sotercigns of Berne. La Harpe supplied the 

" Poiselt has preseired the form of these protections, aa 
well-as moat of the authentic documeots that have heen used 
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fflttterials in an elaborate work," in which he chM". 
stated thai^ihis cohdItj had, while in the hands w-v^/ 
of the dukes of Savoy, possessed several pllvi- 
leges, among which, an annual assembly of the 
states, consisting of the dignified clergy, the 
nobles, and the chief magistrates ■of fourteen 
towns, was not one of the least important : 
' that formerly, no ordinance of the sovereign 
had the force of law, till it had been confirmed 
at one of these assemblies : that in the treaty of 
St, Julian,"^ in which the Duke of Savoy had 
mortgaged tlie Pays de Vaud to the canton (tf 
Berne, and in a subsequent pacification con- 
cluded at Lausantte,^' in which Duke Emanuel 

^ Essai sur la Constitulion du Pags de Vaud, two volumes, 
*vo. The same question had a few years before beea ^s- 
cussed ^with abundance of ingeouity, though with a Ie»' 
'■blister view, by J. J. Cart, In bis Leltres d B. de Muratt mr 
les evenemens du Fays de Vaud. Muller, in his well authen- 
ticated History of Swisserland, had long before admltled the 
existence of the states of tbe Pays de Vaud ; but in ihia in- 
stance be had no better voucher than a written document in 
■the archives of the Baron of Btonay, the validity of which 
has beec called in question by N. F, du Mulinen in his 
RSckerches histoTiques stfr les anciennes AssenAUes du Fays de 
Faud, In this, as in many other diptomatic disquisttions, 
the more a matter is ipvestigated, the more it is generally 
involved in obscurity. MuEnen's pamphlet, however, ba» 
hithetto remained unanswered. 

" Of October the 19th, lfi30. 

^ October ^e 30tb, is()4. 

Philibert 
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CHA^. Pfailibert bad ceded to the sdid cantoD for evOTi 
' the claims of bis house upon tbat district, alt 
the rights and privileges of the clergy, nobles> 
commoDers, and communities, had been ex- 
pressly reserved in the full extent in which they 
had heed enjoyed in former times : and that 
the latter of these treaties bad been formally- 
guaranteed by the French monarch, soon after 
its conclusion." Grounded upon these argu- 
mentsi la Harpe called upon bis countrymea to 
vindicate their established right; to demand a 
convocation of the states ; and, if refused, to 
claim the gu^antee of the French republic, 
-which, Bs representative of Jhe monarch, and 
by its late conquest of the duchy of Savoy, 
vtfuld think itself bound to espouse thek 
canse* 

Yarioiis wiriters have denied the facts alleged 
by la Harpe, and controverted the inference 
be derives from them, even if they were found' 
ed in truth. The ^tes at best, we are told by 
M. de Mulinen, were of feudal institution, and 
convened occasionally, not at the option of the 
people, but at the pleasure of the sovereign, 
"who only called them together when bis service 
lequired additional taxes. Whatever reserva- 
tion the Duke of Savoy may have made in the 
last-mentioned cession, the canton of Berne/ 

** Charles tbeNItith. April the 25th, 1565.' 
f U 
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tie asserts, could never have violated this con-' ChaP. • 
ditioD, since it never imposed a new tax : and i^^-v^ 
^e further maintains that, as appears from a 
variety of municipal constitutions in the coun- 
try, no mention is ever made of this antiquated 
privilege. Granting, however, all that the ad- 
- vocatesfortbe assembly of the states can allege 
in favour of the claim, it is manifest that the 
attempt to enforce it was a mere pretencci 
since the states at best would not be a repre-* 
sentative body such as they demanded : and it 
must be owned that it was a strange prevarica* 
tion in the French directory, who have sported 
with all the compacts of their monarchs," to 
avail themselves in this instance of two obsolete 
treaties, in order to give a colour to the outrage 
they had in view. It would, no doubt, have 
better become the frankness, honour, and gene- 
rosity of which they made so frequent and os- 
tentatious boasts in their official writings, to 
have proclaimed that their motives were no 
other ^an those of self-interest ; and that the 
- preponderancy of power was the only title on 
which they founded their arbitrary interference. 

The directory, on the twenty-eighth of De-AceBpt«i^ 
cember, issued a decree by which they declared 
the members of the regencies of Berne and Fri- 

* Witness the examples of the military capitulations, tiw 
VaJteJine, &«. 

burg 
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CHAP, burg persobally and indtTiduall; rapoonbll 
* for the lives, libertj', and propert; of all tfaci 
Vaudese, who, claiming the return of their pri^ 
\iiege6, bad placed tbenuelves under the safe^ 
- guard of the republic. A divisioh of tiu! army 
of Italy under general Massena advanced to- 
wards the confines of the canton ; and the in- 
iurgents, seeing the certainty of effectual pro^ 
lection, increased considerably both in number 
and audacity. 

UaA the government of Berne, at this crisis 
of an impending invasion, which in all fimnef 
instances had been the signal of a general ar- 
mament of the whole nation, combiued all its 
powers, and resolved unanimously, if. they 
could not weather the storm, at least to fall in 
a manner worthy of their ancestors, they might 
still perhaps bave saved their independence and 
tottering cbnstitution. But, instead of th(i 
firmness and wisdom the times required, they 
unfortunately betrayed an inconsistency and 
hesitation, which,, while it stimulated their ad- 
versaries, disheaitened and perplexed the mul- 
titude of friends who were still ready to lay 
down their lives in defence of their venerable 
constitution. Like the helpless squirrel, which 
(if travellers may be credited) is fascinated by 
a voracious serpent, and struggles for a whil« 
with anxious trepidation to escape the charm^ 
4 but 
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but 18 at i^Bgth compelled to rush into the jawl ChXp. 
■rfherie it meets its doom : so did these misguided ».^-r~» 
rulers shew themselves incapable of adopting 
anj but false measures, which ultimately acce- 
lerated their destruction. 

The supreme council of Berne sent another Bemetesu 
special commission into the Pajs de Vaud, to P°"^** 
investigate the causes of the discontents, to 
ascertain their full extent, and to surest such 
means as might appear most conducive tore- 
store tranquillity. Whether the evil had not 
yet made any considerable progresSj or whether 
the commissioners suffered themselves to be 
b^uiled by false appearances or representa- 
tions, they made so favourable a report, that 
the council thought it expedient to propose a 
general oath of allegiance to the sovereign. 
The event proved less successful than was ex- 
pected,* and produced an open breach, which, 
had the government been wise, it would by all 
means have endeavoured to conceal." A party 
of insurgents from Vevay, proceeded so far as , 

" The rotmtry people in general complied. At Lausaniw 
rfwot three-foorths of the dtizens took the oath wilh enthu. 
siaatic alacrity : at Vevay, Aubgnne, and Moudon, the am- 
nicipat officers chiefly proved refractory, and no doubt infla- 
enced many, tholigh far from the majority of the inhabitants. 
The battalions of Vevay, Aubonne, and on^ of Moudon, re* 
fused the military oath, 

-TOL. III. T to 
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CHAP, to seize the castle of Cbillon, in wbjch some of 
>.«-v-^ tlie former agitators were still detained ; and 
"^ this day. the tenth of J&auarj, may (like that 
of the demolition of the Bastille Jn France) be 
deemed the first of the Helvetic revolution. 
Popular clubs, committees of safety, and na- 
tional guards, were instituted; and abundance 
of inflammatory publications were scattered 
among the people : but still, in the roidst of 
these commotions, no mentioD was yet made of 
a separation from the parent canton. 
^'* » Another expedient, which had the semblance 

of vigour, was about the same time recurred to, 
with a view of calling furlfa the united powers 
of the whole nation. A general diet was sum- 
moned at Aran for the solemn renewal of tbe 
confederacy ; and it actually met on the second 
of January. Mengaud did not fail to resort 
to it, and, for a while, used tbe most coocilia- 
. tory language ; at the same time throwing a 
mysterious veil over the designs of Franfe, 
which, as he probably expected, afforded to 
many of tbe deputies plausible pretences for 
procrastination, for palliative measures, and 
feeble propositions; the whole di^uised under 
the specious mask of moderation. Mengaud 
soon perceived, and no doubt reported, the 
imbecility of this assembly, and was instructed 
to assume a less qualified line of conduct; and 



ji-vGoo'^le 



tae heLtetic doNFEDfeiiticr^ ~ 3S3 

lie accordingly, on the eleventh of January, crUt; 
{iresented a note 'declaring, ' that should fte ' 

* report be confiraied that Aiistriati forces had 

* entej-ed the Grison country, a body of French 
' troops would likewise immediately pass the 
' frontiers.' This ambiguous menace (for nO 
Austrians had trespassed on their confines) 
filled the assembly with doubt and coasterna-' 
tion. Some surmised that the two contracting 
powers had, in the treaty of Campo Forraio, 
with the same regard to equity, honour, and 
the faith of compacts, with which they had 
annihilated the ancient republic of Venice, dc" 
, creed the partition among themselves of the 

Helvetian territories. Others saw manifestly 
that France was seeking a pretence forsubvert- 
(ng their constitution; few were iOipressed 
with a sense of the undaunted firmness that now 
became them : and all looked forward with 
dread to the unravelling of the enigma, which 
they were well apprized had not been thrown 
outwithoutsomeview. In this state of doubtand 
perplexity they resdved indeed ( Basle only ex-* 
cepted, which had already withdrawn its de4 
puties) to renew tihe perpetual confederacy, 
and to attest it by a solemn oath. This oath 
was actually taken on the first of February \ 
but it wa? not such an oath as had been pro' 
noiinced by StauSacher, Furst, and Melchthal, 
\% and 
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ouf. and their thirty frieods in the field Rutli, when. 

jL<Y>j tlwy swore to live free, oc not to live at all. 

ReToiution xhc Fccall of the deputies of Basle from the 
di?t. at. Aran, was the consequence of the fiist 
public dcfecUoD of a member of the confederacy. 
The almost constant residence of Mengaud in 
this city had supplied him with numbers of 
opportunities, which he well knew how to im- 
prpve^ to bias the minds of men whom ambi- 
tion, avarice, or fear, bad already estranged 
from the true patriotism which had rendered 
tlxir confederacy respectable amol:^; nations. 
Like the Pays de Vaud, it harboured likewise' 
in its .bosom, domestic promoters ofsedjtionj 
who- were equally zealous and industrious ia 
propagating their revolutionary principles. 
Wernard Huber, an apothecary and chemiBtof 
some eminence, who, in his youth., having mis- 
conceived some of the specious doctrines of 
Rousseau, had fur a while misapplied his mote 
than ordinary talenti in the profesuon of a 
swine-herd, was now become one of. tbf most 
prolific writers in the Cduse of the new system 
of politics ; and reprobating every impedimeat 
that might check the progress of his farouri(< 
career, was particularly acrimonious agauut 
the British government, and its represeutativr 
■with the cantons, to the supposed corrupt prac- 
tices of whom he imputed all the cdamities 
tliat 
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(hat had of la*e befallen his couiitrj, nbf Wen" ckaW 
exweiptmg a dontagrous flisorder iiiiong tfife' tC^^ 
ilattle, which at that time preVaHed 'rii'm&'st^ 
farts of SwiMcriand. Viscbef, 1e Gland, knd. 
-Erlacher, were, th«i^hnoisocoiispiclirolis;-j^fc 
iW less fervcHt ia the caose of political infrova-^ 
tioQ ; and formed at Basle a club oSfricads qf- 
Ubertjf, which Boon.conferredsojOiecomftqueoflB 
on i3» partj and its ieaders. But aftiong ttae' 
latter Bone exerted himself with so n^uch ardottr' 
and success as _ the grand tribune Peter Ocjis, 
who, althoiigh a warm friend and jpe^r .relation 
tfi the uafortunate burgomaster Dieirich -of 
Strasburg, who had fallen a victim to the Fevo- 
hition, although impoverished bj the heavy 
losses he had sustained in the French funds, was 
nevertheless, having some cause of complaint 
against the goverameiit of Bca'ne, an indefati-^ 
gatde pi'omoter of the levelling Bj^stem.^' Hie 

" The temper of this demagogue displayed il*e!f in a 
letter he wrote towards the end of January to th?. magistrates 
of bis city. Having premised ihe osua! stile of, ' most ho-* 
' nourable and gracious lords,' he nontinues, ' perhaps this 
■is fbe last time your excellehcies will hear yoiu^lv^s <ed-' 
' dressed by these antiquated titles ; and I muil confess thit' 
' I am tmly happy, to escliange these Tain denotnibdtionc 
' for the far more graceful appellation of citizen. 

' I consider the Helvetic revolution as completed. The 

, ' several cantons, their sut^ects, and their allies, will soon 

' be formed into one democratic republic, according to the 

' representativa 
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CHAP.' and the above mentioned senator Vislier, tike- 
' wise his rclationj ventured now openly to pro- 
pose a change in the constitution ; and deeining>. 
the triumph of Prance highly conducive to Ma 
purpose, the tribune in particular became the 
principal instrument in bringing about the 

* representative system. All the means hitherto attempted 
' to repress the revolution may perhaps for a ^hile retard its 
*' prvgrets, and reader die crisis more dangerous and af- 
•^ctive; but they will certainly not pevent the completicm 
•of it; 

He then congratulates his canton in having been the first 
to set the example of a revolutionary spirit \ he exhorts the 
inmi^ents to persist, and denounces vengeance against all 
those vbo shall venlurc to impede them. He taxes the diet 
at Arau with having unwarily disappointed the expeoCatiooa 
of the true patriots : and prescribes the steps to be imme- 
diately taken, viz. 1. To aboli^ all distinctions 'of freemeq 
and subjects ; 2. to establish primary assemblies for the 
choice of rcpreeeotatives ; 3. that these representatives pre- 
pare a neiv constitution: and 4. that meanwhile a pro* 
visionaiy commission be authorized to cany on the imme- 
diate purposes of govenuneut. He then .concludes, 

' Perhaps t am now, by this decided declaration, incr«as- 
''ing the multitude of charge^ that have been brought against 

* me by the aristocratic party ibr these ten years past, and 

* jbr which they have ever sought to be revenged : but in 
^pTopo^4o□as \ &td myself persecuted by such men, so 
f dofs th^ estimation fn which I hold myself rise in my 

This letter, printed separately, was dispersed all over the 
pantoQ pf Basle, and soon found its ijray throughaut the teri 
fitgriea of llie confederacy. 

Prussian 
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Prussian and Spanish treaties with the French chap. 
republic. Having been sent to Paris on a pub- 
lic missitin, he there concerted with La Harpe^ 
and other malcontents from the Pays de Vaud, 
and jointly with them framed a new constitu- 
tion, which, without the least retrospect to tbe 
difference and variety of local, moral, and po- 
litical circumstances, was meant to be enforced 
in Swisserland by an host of armed apostles. 

Ochs, and his co-operators, were well acr 
quaintedwitb the impatience with which a great 
part of the peasantry of Basle bore, what bad 
been represented to them as an intolerable aris- 
tocratic servitude ; and among these, accord- 
ingly, appeared the first symptoms of an open 
resistance to the established authorities. Tbe 
artlcBs peasants had been persuaded that they 
were not free, because they were not a^issible 
into the supreme council, because they could 
not practise trades within the city, and because 
they were restrained from planting trees of li- 
berty at their pleasure. Le Grand and others 
of the democratic party, were deputed to ap- 
pease them : but these assisted them in drawing 
up three fundainental points, the acceptance of 
which was to be tbe basis of an accommodation., 
They previously declared that the people would 
ever consider themselves as a part of the Swiss 
mation ; but in return claimect> 1 . aa unqualified 
admiiision 
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CHAP, admiesioa of liberty and eqnalitj, and the ioa- 
k.,*'^^^ lieoable rights of men; and heoi^e tbe introduc-. 
tioD of a representative governinent : 2. 40 in- 
timate union between the citizens and peaswitry 
founded on the principle of perfect equality ; 
and 3. a speedy convocation of a national as- 
sembly. This declaration of rights" having 
been signed by seven of the leaders, was, by a 
numerous band of the peasants vrho had previ- 
ously destroyed most of the castlea of the bai- 
liffs, conveyed into the city ; and, on tlie twen- 
tieth of January, it was accepted by the expir- 
ing magistracy, who instantly recalled their de- 
puties at Arau, suffered a tree of liberty to be 
planted with great exultation in the city, and 
on the fifth of February resigned their autho- 
rity to a deputation of sixty, selected from all 
ranks, who, under the direction of a president, 
were to hold the reins of government until the 
Dew constitution, founded upon tiie principles 
of the Magna Charta, should have acquired its 
due consistency. Thus was Basle the first 
branch which dropped off from the venerable 
tree of the Helvetic confederacy, and gave an 
example which others soon followed with aa 
much levity as infatuation. 

^ They actually gave it the name of Magna Charta, and 
prefixed to it the high- sounding expletives, liberty, equality, 
«naniinily, confidence. 

The 
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The pUusible insiouations of Ochs and his chap. 
QSBOciaytes, ,^id tb« altei'uate threats aad blan- s«~v~>> 
dishments of Mengaud, would perhaps have ^^'^Jj^ 
been, Iftss effectual towards producing this de- ^'■^''' 
fection, had' not French forces spread all afouad 
the cantoa, and offered a sure protection to all 
who were, inclined to favour the revolution. 
The country of Porentru, taken a few years 
before from the see of Basle, having been for- 
mally ceded to France by the treaty of Campo 
Formio, was now converted into a department 
by the name of Mont Terrible : but the Bishop 
of Basle still retained the Erguel, bordering on 
the canton of Berne, and avowedly within the 
limits of the Helvetic republic. Regardless, 
however, of this title to security, and without 
assigning the most slender motive, the French 
^neral, St. Cyr, entered it suddenly towards 
the end of the preceding year, took possession 
of it in the name of the republic, declaring, 
that France succeeded now to all the property, 
domains, rights, and prerogatives of the pre-, 
late. Upon this ground the general even seized ~ 
the episcopal palace at Basle, which necessarily 
introduced French troops into that city. 

The small republic of Mulhausen, one of the and Ud- 

alli^ of the confederacy, being surrounded on 

all sides by the French department of the Up> 

per Rhine^ saw itself compelled by its Wcality, 

but 
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CHAP, but not til! after two years of blockade and fa- 
K„0-y>^ mine, to demand the protection of, and, on cer- 
tain conditions, to be incorporated into, the 
French commoowealtb. Thus was Helvetis, 
on this side also, deprived of a territory of up- 
wards of two hundred and fifty square miles in 
extent, and containing between twenty aod 
thirty thousand inhabitants ; and Berne saw a 
frontier of near twenty miles laid open to the 
French. In the days of Winkelried, and the 
great Eriacb, an insult of far less magnitude 
would have instantly roused the whole nation 
into arms; and, with these, united arms, it 
would either have perished, or compelled re- 
dress. 
Beroiutioo The bordcrers on the lake of Zuric now 

•t Zunc; 

acted the part, respecting thu canton, which 
the peasants of Basle had done towards their 
gOTemment. Some symptoms of disafl^tioa 
had long since appeared among this people, 
especially among the opulent manufacturers of 
the rich town of Staeta : but because no foreign 
abettors were at hand, the disturbance was- 
soon quelled, and, except a few fines and im- 
prisonments, no rigour was exerted against the 
insurgents. Some of them however, who had 
fled into foreign countries, returned about 
this time, and brought with them promises of 
support^ which soon excited fresh troubles. 
The 
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The government, in oixier to pacity them,, chap, 
granted certain demands, released eleven of the ' 
former insurgents, and even returned some of 
the fines. Bodmer, an aged inhabitant of 
Stiefa, a man of great authority among hia 
neighbours, was of the number of the dia- 
cbai^ed prisoners ; but though pardoned, 
he could not forgive the sentence that had been 
pronounced against him- The rejoicings ail- 
along the lake, on this occasion, were excessive, 
and ominous of the short duration of the nesr 
order of things. Bodmer, and a few leading 
associates, established central committees, and 
in their name demanded the redress of some 
further grievances, and above all, an extension 
of their privileges. Having made a few cor> 
cessionsj the government now issued a strict 
order for a general armament, which instantljr 
l^ve rise to fresh remonstrances and discontents. 
The borderers in particular (whom the French 
soon after found it necessary to disarm ) shewed 
themselves the least disposed to co-operate to- 
wards the preservation of their country, and 
still pressed for a thorough reform in the go- 
vernment : and the siipreme council, at length, 
seeing no other means of restoring tranquillity, 
^reed to an extraordinary convention of one 
hundred members, chosen out of all the ditferent 
jt^aks, to whom was committed the c|^rge of 
n(w- 
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CHAP, new-modelling the state. These drew up a set 
s^-v^ of articles, similar to the Magna Charta of 
Baste, which was ratified by the burgomaster, 
great and little councils, and the body of citi- 
zens ; and by virtue of these the o4d m^isf racy 
retained only the temporary and feeble autbo- 
lity of a provisionary government. These, 
jointly with the convention, attempted once 
more to Call forth the contingent for the defence 
of the country, but collected only a small and 
dispirited number ; the summons being in ge- 
neral answered by proposals for fresh emenda- 
, tiona; nor were the troubles at all allayed by 
the ready and unqualified concessions of the' 
various momentary magistracies that were suc- 
cessively attempted." 

Similar revolutions, rather flie effect of iraita- 

. * Leonard Master, a professor at Zuric, has pcblisbed 3 
tract, on the Ptogrea of the Political Gmmatums in Smiwer- 
land, Zuric, l/pS, 8vo. in which he displayi, and labours 
covertly to justify, the series of new plans for a reform of 
government, proposed by different clubs and associations in 
his canton, which they always brought forward in answer to 
the urgent solicitations of the magistrates to march to the 
relief of Berne. These sorry poliiicians thought it, no doubt, 
wise tolnsistuponiepairingahou:-e which was on fire. ' Ila 
' res ie habet, ut pleruntque, qui fortunam mutatnnu est, 
' Deui consllia corrumpat, efficiatqwi, quod mwerrinium 
' €H,ut eastts in cuipam tranaeat.' Vel. Paterc. Hist. Rom, 
ii. 118. . 

4 tion 
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tioir and the pusillanimity of the rulers than of chap, 
necessity or compulsion, took place about the ^~<--i^^ 
same time in various other cantons. Lucern 
confirmed a Magna Charta on the thirty-first *" 
of Januvy.* Shafi'hausen planted the tree of 
liberty on the eighth of FebrMary; and Soleure, 
not without much opposiUoa on the part of a 
numerous nobility and clei^y, and even of the 
generality ofthe country people, issued, on tbe 
elevehtli of the same month, a declaration, as- 
serting the liberty and equality of all ranks in 
the community. At Friburg the parties ran 
high ; but neither of them obtained any deci* 
sive advantage. In the small cantons, the 
friends of innomtion were not numerous 
^ough to effect a change; andthemagistratesi ~ 
uninduenced by fear, did not see how they 
could possibly revolutionise their governmefati 
into a more democratic form. They did not, 
however, hesitate fully to emancipate their sub- 
ject bailiwicks, on whose inhabitants they con- 
ferred equal rights with their own people; and 
thus did the Thurgau, the Marches, Sargans, 

* This was effected against tbe sense of the people, Tbe 
magistrates in various places seem to have revolted against 
themselves, — ihe abdication of a government at a moment 
of difficulty (of pilots in a storm), must no doubt be con^- 
dered as the height of insaoity. It may well be said onthi* 
ecca^on, Relkta non bentparmula. 

and 
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CHAP, and the Rlieintfaal, receive an extension of t>ri)> 
t.-'-v-^ viteges which it had been better had they alwajA 
possessed them. The Abbot of St. Gallen saw 
himselfcompclled to ^ant valuable immunities 
to faia subjects of the old district" andTockeo" 
burg ; and, such is at times the infatuation of 
men, that even the inferior clcrgj of the lower 
VaJais were not deterred by the example of 
their brethren in Prance, who, by counteracting 
their higher orders, brought on their own ruiu, 
from joining the disatfected in their districts, 
who, in vain however for the present, ^ove to 
effectuate a revolution. 

Thus was the old venerable confederacy now 
virtually dissolved. The deluded advocates of 
innovation prognosticated that by thus approxi- 
mating to the French form of government, they 
should deprecate the violence with which they 
had been threatened ; and, at least, obviate the 
greatest calamity that could befal their coun- 
try, the invasion of a foreign army : and they 
vainly augured that it was now needless for 
them to arm at all. The promoters of these 
partial revolutions flattered themselves that, if 
the directory should have recourse to any com- 
pulsive means, it would be individually in their 
favour, and in order to raise them to the pre- 

*' Alte Landxha^; the peculiar dofnaia of the abbot 
round the city. 

eminent 
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eminent stationB, at which they were ambitious chap. 
to arrive. Vain hopes! fifty thousand bayonets '-^-y-»-' 
soon proved the directory to be well apprized 
that this, once happy, country, possessed public 
treasuries, opulent families, numerous arsenals; 
and, above alt, that it was a country whence 
they would be enabled to awe most of the great 
powers of Europe, and from which, as they 
had learnt from long experience, they might ' 
derive the best reinforcements to their armies. 
TbesCj and by no means the modifications of 
the governments, or the futile cause of a few 
turbulent insurgents, were the real objects of 
the depredators, who had industriously fo- 
mented these disorganizing conflicts. 

The canton of Berne, till now the pillar of conduct-irf 
the confederacy, and the main, at least at this 
time, the ostensible object of the French revo- 
lutionary projects, seeing itself now surrounded 
by dangers, openly deserted by some of its al- 
lies, dubious of the intentions of others, with 
two formidable armies pressing hard upon its 
frontiers, harassed moreover by some of its own 
members, and divided in its councils, pursued 
measures which were alternately feeble and 
audacious, often contradictory, and at all times 
undecided. Those among its rulers who were 
impressed with the remembrance of the nntar- 
Disbed glory of their ancestors, and of the tro- 
phies 
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CHA*. phiesofScmpachjLaupenjGransoOjandMdrat, 
1-^-v*-' and thought they ought not to survive their in- 
dependence, prevailed for a v^hile, and obtaised 
a decree for Bounding a general alarm through- 
out the Helvetic states, and arming the nation. 
Abundance of loyal addresses cam^e from all 
parts of their canton, especially from the Ober- 
land ; and multitudes flocked to the capital, 
animated with ati ardent zeal for their coun- 
try's cause, and fully bent to maintain, at the 
hazard of their lives, the constitution under 
ifhich thej had prospered fw so many centu- 
ries. The other cantons, as might have been 
expected, proved remiss ; and some of them, 
being jealous of the preponderancy Berne bad 
long maintained, were utterly averse to contri- 
bute to its defence, in which they were not 
avcare how much their own security was impli- 
cated. 

Colonel Weiss was, at this crisis, sent into 
the Pays deVaud vFith dictatorial powers, and 
ordered to suppress the central club at Lau- 
eanne, and the various committees in the other 
towns, to repossess himself of the castle ofChil- 
lon, and to proclaim martial law throughout 
the country." This semblance of severity soon 
provoked a resistance, vrliicfa the malcontents 

" The martial law, tliouj;h decreed, wa», in &ct, never 
proclaimed. 

well 
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■frell known would be vigorously seconded by chap. 
tbe forces that now lined the frontiers: but, w^y-<H 
what far exceeded their e'xpectatioiij even the 
diet that was still sitting at Arau, sent a mes- 
sengflr to Berne, earneetly recommending the 
repeal of the martial law, and exhorting the . 
government to eomply, as far as possible, with 
the wishes of the people. Under these circum- 
stances the feeble exertions of colonel WeisSj^ 
and tbe approach of a body of troops irom 
Berne, rather lerted to irritate than to allay the 
spreading spirit of insubordination. The co- 
lonel had now recourse to alternate expedients 
of ill-timed menaces and ' compliance : he en- 
deavoured to soothe some with promises and 
commendation, and to intimidate others by a 
denunciation of immediate punishment. Hfi 
boasted of his long and meritorious services, of 
his love of liberty, and his tenderness for the 
prosperity of the people. He wandered from 
place to place; and at length, finding his re- 
sidence at and near Lausanne equally unpro- 
fitable and irksome, he fixed bis head quarters 

" The colonel, in this critical juncture, having received 
peremptory orders to proceed without delay to suppress the 
revolutionary club at Lausanne^ and to put the Pays de Vaud 
in a state of defence, remained four days at Moudon to finish 
his txzci.IUeeilkztxmsSitUsei; and' employed a whole week, 
after his arrival at Laustmne, in correcting the sheets of that 
publication. 

tol'; III,- z - at 
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CHAP, at YverduD, where be at length published hU 
wcH-knowD exhortatioQ to his cauntrymeu^" 
in which, among abundance of declamation, 
lie advanced truths, which at another time 
would probably b^ve made considerftbLe im- 
pression upon minds not aJisolMtely predisposed 
to r^ect their evidence.'" 

Encouraged by such prospects ef success, 
the numbers of disaffected increased sufficiently 
to induce them to take up arms, and declare 
their country independent of the canton of 
Aerne, They seized all the funds destined 
foe public use« ; expelled the bailil&. from their 
Tuious castles and jurisdictions ; and seat to 
tlut French. coDunander requesting that ho 
vould take e&ctual mea&ureij to rid the coun- 
try of the Bernese troops thaJt stjH remained 
among thsm. General Menardi who had now 
taken the command of the diviasioa of Masaeaa, 
w^ impatiently expecting a requisition of th« 

^ ft can hardly be necessary to repeat that tbls was hii 
boasted parsnesis Jteteiikz was Smsses. 

" The whole tunor of Weiw's cooduct has to many ap- 
peared ambiguous ; aad be has been desodbed as a ma^ of 
more vaDity than wisdom and true patriMiuiL He printed in 
April last(l799) a laboured vindication of h« conduct en titledj 
Du d^hut lie la, revolutioit Swase : ou dif«ttte dx c^-ieBant 
general de h'eits centre set delracleim. We expept to Lav« 
the thaniisofour readers, fo^ not entensg^ hjto this tcdion* 
eontioversy. 
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nature; and without delay sent, on the twenty- chap. 
fifth of January, his adjutant Autier, with a ;>>^.^ 
written message to colonel Weiss, declaring ■*■""*'■'• "^ 
that unlesB he immediately evacuated the whole ' 

. disti'ict which had now asserted its independ- 
ence, he would instantly compel him to it at 
the head of his division. Autier, travelling in a 
carriage, was attended, not by a trumpet as is 
usual CD similar occasions, but by two French 
hussars, and two Vaudese dragoons. On en- 
tering the village of Tfaierans, not far from 
Yverdoa, he was suddenly shot at by two sen- 
tries stationed at this post, and in the fray that 
ensued the two hussars were killed. The Swiss ~ < 
who relate this encounter assert that the pa- 

. troles having, in the dusk of the evening, chal- 
lenged the unknown passei^crs, had, instead 
of an answer, received several cuts from the 
sahres of the hussars, by which one of the men 
had been severely wounded ; and that this man, , 

not being able to resist the provocation, had 
fired bis musket, and thus given rise to the 
i^irmisb. As this alfray gave the first shadow 
of pretence to the hostilities immediately after \ 

commenced by the French, the government of • 
Berne instituted a formal inquiry into the cir- 
cumstftocea attending it; and it cannot be 
doubted that, in the perilous state in which 
they found themselves, they would have inflict- 
ed some exemplary punishment on the two sen- 
z 2 tineU 
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CHAP, tineis, bad they bfeen any way delinquent. No 
k.^-^'-w fact seems better attested than that these men 
■were not the aggressors ; and yet the French 
laid hold of this pretended outrage to justify 
their long premeditated invasioD. Autier re- 
turned hastily ta his bead quarters ; and gene- 
ral Menard on the next day led his troops into 
the Pays de Vaud. The executive directory 
sent, on the fifth of February, a message to the 
legislative aseemblyj stating the particulars of 
this transaction, in a manner which could leave 
no doubt of the steps that would be taken to 
avenge the insult: 
Cefepita No deliberation in the council of Berne was 
n Berne, perhaps ever so momentous as the present, 
when the very existence of the state seemed to 
depend on the resolutions now to be taken. A 
few, even among the most zealous but dispas- 
sionate patriots, who perceived that nothing 
short of absolute submission would satisfy the 
avidity of the invaders, and who were not 
blinded concerning their inadequate means 
of resistance, were of opinion that the 
hour was now come, when a- voluntary and 
unconditiotial «uiTender would he the best 
policy : but in this the prevailing party was fer 
.from coinciding. Full of confidence in the 
numbers tbey had,collected, and in the loyalty 
and courage their people bad at all times 
displayed ; auguring also that the extrvvagant 
denwnd* 
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demands of the French plenipotentiaries at the chap. 
congress of Rastadt would ere long give rise to v^-v-**^ 
a new coalition, which, now that the danger 
-had reached tliera, they would gladly have 
joined,- theyobtained a decree for a further pro- 
secution of vigorous measures, or at least to 
persist in asserting their independence. Not 
long before Meftiard's open invasion, the coun- 
cil of Berne,' with a view to inspire confidence, 
and engage the affections of the people, bad 
called together delegates from all the German 
districts of the canton, in order to consult with 
them on the present urgent emergency, and to 
assist in digesting a plan for new modelling the 
constitution into a representative form, not 
doubting that this compliance would avert the 
enmity of the regenerated nation. This depu- 
tation, jointly with the council, two dap be- 
fore Autier's repulse,^ issued a proclamation 
couched in the most pathetic language, stating 
the great accession of vigour the state had ac- 
quired by the present unanimity of its members, 
l^cknowledging some defects in the constitu- 
tion, and promising a speedy and eSectual re- 
(brin of all abuses. Having at the same time 
relinquished all hostile attempts upon the Pays 

!^ February the third. This address was at the time 
considered as a most impressive exhortation, from which 
gc^t eff^ct^ were expected both at home and abroad. 

di» 
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CHAP, de Vaud, and vaialy conceiving that thej had 
wrv*-' complied with all France could demand of 
them ; thej wrote to the executive directory 
claimiDga return of friendship and confidence, 
and demanding that, after this happy reconci- 
liation, the troops of the republic might be or- 
dered to withdraw from the Helvetic territories. 
M engaud, to whom they tent a deputation to 
the same ^ect, eager to counteract the salutary 
effects which the conciliatory declaration of 
this new government might produce upon the 
people, sent a peremptory demand of redrest 
far c«tain insults the parttzans of France had 
fustained in the town of Arau ; and moreover 
that the whole government of Berne, even with 
the modifications lately introduced, should, un- 
conditionally and without delay, resign its au- 
thority, and make room for a provisionary coun- 
cil, from which the old magistrates ^outd be 
excluded. He added that the rejection of this 
proposal would be the .signal for the march of 
ttc French troops to the capital of Beine.^^ 

^" Mengaud tiought it no doubt a humorous piece of 
pleasantry to parody the Creed in the foUowing manner. 
' I belisve in one indivisible constitution ; conceived with 
' joy in the bosoms of all sound patriots of Helvetia ; bom of 
' freedom, which had suffered under the oligarchies, and had 

* been depressed in the principal regions in Swisserland: 
' bnt after three centuries, it rose again from the dead ; 

• ascended mto the hearts <rf the regenerated Helvetians ; 
. ■ 'front 
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In order the more effectually to promote the chap. 
object of his mission, Mengaud distributed in i_*-v^ 
great abundance, and in different tangOages, a 'J^"^, 
plan (br b new Helvetic constitution, which, '"""'"• 
according to the French, Cisalpine, and Bata- 
vian standard, was to be one, indivisible, put-ely 
democratic, and representative; the whole 
country being for this purpose distributed into 
twenty-two departments, of which the bounda- 
ries were accurately defined. The Swiss thought 
€bey might still be permitted to canvas a jJro- 
posat which so immediately and so essentially 
concerned them. Some of the most sagacious 
among them foreboded, that this new constitu- 
tion would inevitably prove highly detrimetitkl, 
if not ruinous, to the whole nation. ' Our 



• from whence it will come to take Tenge«nce of die tyrants,, 
' their fellow citizens. I also belicTe with great confidence 

• in a general patriotic assembly of tlie Swissj a communion 
' of select, well -disposed, free-minded citizens of the thirteen 
' cantons and tlieir allies j the remission of all oppressive 
' taxes i the resurrection of all the natural righls of men j 

• an^ a perpetual fi-eedom and equality of the pebple.' Men- 
giiud circulated likewise a similar parody of the Lord'sprayer, 
He appears tlirot)gtt,out to have been a mm devoid of all 
principle. M. Mallet dp Pan saw him airive at Zuric witli 
a German prostitute, the sister of a carrier, who acted as his 
interpreter : and yet this man in his official papers boasted 
of his virtue, his morals, his loyalty, and of the respect tliat 
was (]ue to his character. 

• country,' 
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'. ' countr_y,' they said, ' craggy and barren in 

^ ' most parts, can ouly secure itself against the 

' coDTulsious of nature to which we are ioces- 

' santly exposed, by a great frugality in the go- 

.•vernment, and an absolute exemption from 

' taxes. The great economy of our adrajnistra- 

* tors, has hitherto admitted of this exemption : 

* but how shall we provide for the salaries and 
' gratuities of directors, representatives, and the 
' multitude of substitutes the new constitution 
' will, require ?^ How shall we pay and main- 
' tain the army this constitution necessarily de- 
' mands ? an army, the sole purpose of which 
' wilt be to involve us in foreign wars. A 
' country,' they added, ' like ours, divided by 
' deep chasms and enormous precipices^ coo- 
' taining a people so various in language, cul- 
' tivation, and manners ; is such a country cal- 
' culated for an indivisible and close union, such 
' as is prescribed by this constitution i* is not 
' the federation that has till now held us toge- 
' ther, the only tie that suits our sequestered 
' districts ? will the democratic cantons pa- 
' tiently exchange their domestic, parental go^ 
' vemments.forthe mere passive rightof electing 
' representatives to a distant convention i and 
' will not, after all, this code, constructed at 
' Paiis, manifest ly oot for our advantage, convert 
r pur country, as it has done Holland and Lom- 

'bardy, 
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' bardy, into a mere tool in the hands of the chap. 
' French directors, who know that they may • 
' better induence a national assembly, than the 
' four-and-twcnty sovereignties of which our 
' country has till now consisted ?' 

The government of Berne, at the same time 
that it sent to Mengaudj deputed also the trea- 
surer Frishing;, a constant advocate in favour 
of the neutrality, and the senator Tscharner, 
to general Brune, who now commanded tlie . 
French army in the Pays de Vaud, to solicit 
the privilege of reforming their constitution 
without a total revolution, or the interference 
of foreign power. The general, who expected 
considerable reinforcements, and a co-opeiating 
army from the bishoprick of Basle, held a con- 
ciliatory language ; but pretended a dellciency 
i}t hjs instructions for a negotiation of this 
nature, which however lie intiniiited would un- 
doubtedly be removed by the fiesh ortiers lie 
should demand from his directory. Meau- 
wliile he proposed an armistice of fourteen dajs, a- 
w'liich was readil}' accepted, and concluded on 
the fifteenth of February, and was heucc to 
expife at the sun-set on the first of March. 
" What degree of confidence the government of 
Berne placed in the [professions of Brune it is 
needless to inquire, since they could not fee 
blind to the necessity of preparing against an 
attack : 
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CHAP, attnrk: and, confiding no doubt io the justice 
oi-v-N^ of their cause, buored up also by the alacrity 
and enthusiasm displayed by their people, and 
etill looking for a new coalition of the sove- 
reigns whose thrones were menaced with de- 
struction, they resolved, wilh more courage 
than probability of success, to bid defiance to a 
power which, after six bloody campaigns, had 
triumphed over most of the great potentates of 
Europe, and now possessed an array of four 
hundred thousand intrepid and well di&ciplined 
soldiers, who considered themselves as the con- 
querors of Europe ; whose rapid career, neither 
the tactics of the best trained, nor the wild int- 
petuosity of the half savage bands that were led 
out against tliem, had been able to impede; 
and. fitr whom no craggy or snowy precipice 
liad been inaccessible, and no torrent too wide 
or rapid. 
ttraeamt- Some of the leaders at Berne, who were most 
indignant at the contemptuous treatment they 
had met with from the French emissaries, and . 
dreading the underhand practices of that wily 
as well as enterprizing people, urged the ne- 
cessity of making a speedy appeal to the sword. 
Among these was the veteran d'Erlach, for- 
merly a general in the French service, and now 
commander in chief of the Bernese forces. On 
the twenty-sixth of February he came to the 
great 
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great council, demanded full powers to act ac- 
cording to the exigencies of the tiines, and was, v. 
wifhout much opposition, authorized to pur- 
sue, immediatelj after the terramation of the 
armistice, such measures as should to him ap- 
pear most eli^'iblc. He accordingly arrayed 
all the forces that had been collected, consist- 
ing of about twenty-two thousand men, and 
formed a plan for a general attack intho night, 
between the first and second of March. He 
distributed the army into three grand divisions, 
' forming a line near one hundred miles in 
length, from Soteure oa the right, along the 
Aar and the lakes df Morat and Neuchattel, aj 
far as Friburg> which city covered the left. 
The colonels Buren, Graffenried, and Watte- 
wille commanded severally these divisions, each 
ef which, subdivided into columns, had its 
particular destination in the gfand attack that 
was to be made in concert on all the posts of 
the enemy. A detachment stationed in the 
valley of Ormont, was at the same time to fall 
upou Aigle, arid proceed from (hence to Ve- 
Vay, in order to harass the rear of the invaders. 
At the same meeting of the council however, 
which granted these powers to Erlach, appear- 
ed an adjutant from general Bi'une, who an- 
nounced that his chief, having received nnli- 
(uited authority to treat for an accommodation, 
3 desired 
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CHAP, desired that the governnient of Berne would 
i send to him deputies equally authorized for 
that purpose., Frishing and Tscharner were 
accordiugly once more deputed, and met the 
general at Payerae, to which place he had ad- 
vanced his head quarters. The conditions he 
'•ui-her3 prescribed as an ultimatum were, 1. The 
abdication of the present magistrates, and a 
provisionary* government to be invested with 
powers to frame a new constitution, founded 
on the principles of liberty and equality : % 
ftll persons confined for political opinions to be 
immediately released : and 3. all the troops, as 
well of Berne as of the other confederate states, 
to he dismissed without delay. These terms 
being complied with, he engaged to withdraw 
bis forces, and that no 'French soldier should 
ever atltcr enter the Helvetic territories unless 
required it/ the new mngistracif. An answer 
was (leraaiided in four>-and-twenty hours, nearly 
the term at whicli the armistice was to expire. 
On dismissing the deputies, Prune published a 
proclamation, couched in the mostxoncijiatory 
language, calling upon the people to Jay down 
their arms ; and protesting that they had no- 
thing to fear for their personal safety, their reli- 
gion, or their political independence, all which 
he solemnly declared his goveromeat guaran- 
teed to them without reservation. ' Be free,' 
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he coDcluded, * the Fvench nation invjles you chap! 
' to it : nature ordains it.' Mcogaud at the v^^-y-^ 
same time addressed to the people a severe phi- 
lippic against their oligarchies, protesting that 
he was holding to them the language of simple 
truth ; and uttering warm effusions of tender- 
ness and commiseration ; 'we offer you peace/ 
he subjoinSj ' why will you have war ?' Depu- 
ties from Basle were also ready to offer theic 
mediation ; and they insinuated that Zuric, 
Lucern, and Shaffbauaen concurred with them 
in recommending a speedy compliance. 

The firmness of the magistrates forsook them 
on being apprized of these occurrences; or ra- 
ther the minority, which favoured revolutionary ' 
principles, availing itself of the absence of 
Erlach, and a great number of officers who 
were likewise members of the council, prevail- 
ed, and obtained a repeal of the full powers , 
that had been granted to their general. They 
moreover decreed the abdication of the govern- 
ment, and sent a deputation to Brune to make 
a tender of this abject submission. 

Erlach had completed his arrangements for 
the general attack, which was intended for the 
second of March at four in the morning, when 
he received the fetal countermand, which in fact 
deprived iiim of his authority. Thunderstruck 
%\ th<i unexpected intelligence^ he flew to 
Berue> 
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CHAP. Bcrne, and endeavoured to obtain a repeal of 
4^-^->^ t!ie disgraceful siiiTcuder. Failing of success, 
lie IiiLstcncd back to tbe army, where the sus- 
jicnsioii of command, the reports of the fluctua- 
tions iiithcf^ovcrnmcnt, and the suspicions that 
luid been iiKiustriously spread among the men 
oi" Ihe treachery of Ihcii* leaders, had excited 
a spirit of insubordination, which soon broke 
out into acts of mutiny, and spread confusion 
throughout the ranks. Though himself op- 
pre,f.cd with grief, and fired with indignation, 
he yet soothed, he argued, he promised to lead 
to the enemy, and still laboured to support the 
drooping spirits of his officers. 

^\hen the igiiomiuious deputation from 
Bertie arrived at Ihe'head quarters of Brune, he 
had already received intelligence of the arrival 
of general Schawemburg in tbe bishoprick of 
Basle, with a force which rendered him far su- 
perior to the enemy he now determined to en- 
counter. The object of the truce was, no doubt, 
the obtaining time for securing this ascendency, 
■which was moreover greatly increased by the 
arrival of an ample train, particularly of horse- 
artillery, which had hitherto been unknown to 
the Swiss in their internal wars. Brune being 
now also apprized of the pusillanimity of thtt 
magistrates of Berne, and of the state of insub- 
ordioatioa of their troops, scorned the profTered 
submission. 
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submission, and deDaanded an immediate dls- chap. 
naissal of the armyj and in fact a surrender at ^.^-^r-*^ 
discretion. All parties at Berne shuddered at 
this austere command'; and the council re-as- 
sembling, issued p. fresh order for the attack, at 
the hour, and according to the plan pre-concert- 
ed by Erlacb. 

Bruncj who probably wanted a further re- a fi«''" 
kpite, sent to offer, a prolongation of the truce 
for thirty hours, ' to afford time to the Berners,' 
as he expressed himself, ' to redress the inju- 
'ries they had committed.'^ The courtcil of 
Beraej willing to g^rasp at every shadow of 

* The evidence of this prolongatbn of the truce rests - 
upon the positive expression of general Brane in his dispatdi 
to the directory, of the 14 Veotose (4th March) in the words 
pven in the text. As this extended the armistice to' tha 
morning of the 4th of March, and tha French hence mani- 
festly broke the engagement, there is no doubt that the 
advocates for French fidelity will find some subterfuge for 
exculpating this base transaction. Tha counter-order of the 
council of Berne, however, which could have no ground but 
luch a prolongation, is a corroborating proof of its having 
been conceded ; and until some very convincing arguments 
can be adduced to invalidate these proofs, the French must 
■ubmit to the reproach of having, in this instance, forfeited ' 
their honour. Posselt, with less candour than we liave usually 
found in his annals, takes no notice whatever of this breach 
of faith, nor even of the evidence contained in Brune'sdis- 
patch J an omission which, as he cannot but hare knoWn tha 
fact, no doubt implies a strong s/mptoia of conviction. 

hope. 
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CHAP, hope, seiil, two Iiours after the last order had 
w-v*-* been dispatchrd, another injunction to post- 
pone hostilities, and wait for the event of fur- 
ther negotiations. The army upon this could 
scarcely containits indignation, and be restrain- 
ed from acts of violence. Printed papers had 
been distributed by French emissaries amon^ 
the men, to caution them against the treachery 
of their leaders, who, it was asserted, had sold 
them to France.^ General mistrust and con- 
fusion pervaded all the ranks, which were not a 
little increased by intoxication, to which the 
men, invited by the country people, freely gave 
way ih their frantic rage. 
J^^"** Such was the state of the Bernese army, 
when, early on (he second of March, Erlach, , 
vho vias with the centre division near Morat, 
heard the report of cannon, and soon after re- 
ceived intelligence that both his wings had 
been attacked by the enemy,. He learnt at the 
same time, that tin the preceding night, even 
before the expiration of the first armistice, ge- 
neral Schawemhurg had, by order of Brune, 
. attacked the castle at Donuch, at the northern 
estremity of the canton ofSoleure; the place 
uear which, three centuries ago, .the Swiss had 

* Many uf these papers were found upon tlie men, some 
of whom produced them in justification for their having 
Assassinated their officers. 

' ' fought 
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fbught their last battle in defence of their long chap. 
contested liberty, *° and at which in this conflict «.^-v~'kj> 
they spilt their first blood in support of their 
dear bought independence. After several re- 
pulses, the place surrendered on the ensuing 
day ; and the castle of Thierstein, likewise the 
seat of a baillfl* of Soleure, fell into the hands ' 

of another detachmentj not however until the 
governor had laid down his life in defence of 
the post committed' to his charge. 

Forty-six thousand French troops, of whom 
nearly one half bad lately arrived fronl the 
Rhine, had availed themselves of the darkness 
of the night, and adyanced upoo the principal' 
posts of the Swiss ^my, which, besides being be- 
yond measure agitated, did not expect to be- so 
soon engaged. Before daybreak, on the se- 
cond of March, a column, guided by some 
base traitors, invested the villf^ of Lengnau, 
between Bienne and Soleure, where seven hun- 
dred and fifty Oberlanders made an obstinate 
defence against ten times their number of as- 
sailants ; till, near two hundred of the former 
having been killed^ and as many taken, the re- 
mainder retreated. The French column upon 
this proceeded to Soleurej, and Schawemburg 

*° See vol.Jii. p. 28S. No foreign army had from that day 
(jQly 22, 1499) until the present year, ventured over th« 
confines of Helvetia. 

TQL. III. A. A sent 



NGooglf 



364 tBE HISTORY or 

CHAP, sent a summons to the commandant, threafetnn^ 
> tbatj unless he instaotly surrendered, no quar- 
ter would be given to himself, the garrison, or 
the inhabitants. The suddenness of the attack, 
and the timid indecision of the magistrates, 
soon compelled a surrender, on a formal capi- 
tulation, that the security of persons and pro- 
perty should remain inviolate. But this did 
not prevent four-and-twentj villages in the vi- 
cinity from being given up to plunder. The 
hurgbcrs were disarmed, and all conspirators 
detained in the prisons were set at liberty. 

At the same hour that Lcngnau was invest^ 
ed, another column of the French army, under 
general Pigeon, advanced upon Friburg, and, 
in tlie dark, surprised the outposts, which fell 
back into the city, and roused the magistrates, 
who, unsuspicious of so near an attack, were 
sunk in sleep. The summons, as usual, were 
such as might be expected froip an irritated 
tovereigs to his rebellious subjects The ma- 
gistrates deman^d a short respite in order to 
dismiss a bpdy of Beroers that bad come to their 
assistance, and obtained an interval of only two 
boun. Meanwhile the alarm bells tolled in all 
the neighbouring villages, and a great number 
'. of peasants flocked into the city to reinforce 
the garrison. They recovered the anenal, 
1^ hich the citizens who favoured the revolu- 
I tioa 
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tipn had already seized ; and a message was chap. 
leiit to Pigeon, that tbe magistrates,, being ^^-^-s^ 
overpowered by the people, were not at liberty 
to. offer a capitulation. Some howitzers were 
upon this fired against the city ; several houses 
were set on fire, a breach was made in the wall, 
and a few soldiers entered the town. The Ber- 
ners, about fifteen hundred in number, perceiv* 
ing that the fortifications were incapable of 
defence, and that no effectual resistance was in- 
tended by the magistrates, resolved to evacuate 
the place. They marched out with thirty can- 
non and about four thousand peasants, in sight 
of, and unmolested by the enemy, and took 
post at the village of Saingines, about nine 
miles from Berne, where they maintained them- 
selves gainst repeated attacks. A provisionary 
government, elected by the districts of Friburg, 
immediately superseded the former magistracy ; 
and the French seized all the arms, ammuni- 
tion, and other effects they chose to appro- 
priate to their use. 

The surrender of Soleure and Friburg hav- 
ing exposed the Bernese army to the danger of , 
being flanked and turned by the enemy, it be- 
came necessary to alter its position, and indead 
to contract its front within a narrow space. 
The new 'line extended from Neweneck in the 
west, to Frauenbrunnen on the north, of Berne, 
A A 3 which. 
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CHAP, whicfaj together with the intermediate posts of 
\^0~y^ Laupeiij GummineD, Arberg, Frienisberg, and 
Shoepfeiij covered the capital at the distance of 
The Sw!» nearly ten miles. A retreat before a foreign 
"" '* enemy within their country, of which the Swiss 
remembered do instance in their history, gave 
full scope to the fury or rather delirium of the 
troops. Tlie division of Argau, unwilling to 
share any longer in the ignominy that tarnished 
their reputation> forsook the army, and repair- 
ed to their respective homes. General deBu- 
ren on the right, found it impossible to retain 
above one quarter of his division true to their 
standards. In the centre division the mutiny 
assumed a more sullen and ferocious aspect 
Many of the battalions repaired to the posts . 
they themselves thought fit to occupy; and. 
hence all co-operation (the soul of military 
enterprise) was at an end. The left division, 
by the skilful conduct of colonel Watteville, 
had indeed, without much loss or insult, fallen 
back into the strong posts of Neweneck, Lau- 
pen, and Gumminen ; but the disgrace of a re- 
treat cast a gloom throughout the ranks, which 
the triumphant alacrity of their foes was not 
calculated to dispel. The auxiliaries from the 
other cantons," considering themselves as a 

*' Their whole number never exceeded five thousand firt 
bimdred men. The borderer.i on the lake of Zuric having 



■vGoo'^ic 



THE HELVETIC CONFEDERACY. 357 

Body of observation, an^ indeed instructed by chap, 
their governments not to proceed far from their ^--v^ 
Own frontiers, and to act solely on tlie defen- 
sive, kept at some distance in tlie rear, and se- 
parated sOon after the discomfiture of the Ber- 
nese army. Thus terminated the vaii^ parade 
of the solemn oath ofunion lately pronounced 
at Arau. 

On the third of March the council of Berne 
brdei-ed a general alarm to be sounded through- 
out the country; and all the roads were soon 
filled with swarms of peasants, old men, boys, 
women; ill' armed, without order, and uain- 
structed which way to direct their course. , 
The magistrates, as if to render this semblaace 
of vigour nugatory, completed at last what 
tbey had some time meditated ; the final disso- 
lution of their s^overnment : surrendering their 
authority to a body of men, hastily chosen by 
a tumultuous multitude, abundantly presump- 
tuous, but Unskilful and inexperienced, who, 
under the , name of a provisionary regency, 

refused to join, that canton did not supply more than fifteen 
hundred men. Lucem sent twelve hundred : the small 
■cantons about four hundred uach : but the latter had seot 
the main part of their force against the Frencli, who now 
attempted their frontiers on ihe side of Italy.. Four hundred 
men cams' from Shaffhaiueu, tiut they did no( sdvapce fai- 
ther than Baden. ' ' . . 

' . grasped 
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CHAP, grasped the reins, relaxed and lacerated by th(f 
' improvident hands to which they had hitherto 
been committed, Brune at this moment sent a 
formal summons to Berne. The confusion 
hereupon became extreme both in the army and 
the city. No one knew any longer whom to- 
obeyj or whom to assail ; whether their ma- 
gistrateSj their officers, or the French. In the 
evening the divisions at Gumminen and L^- 
pen quitted their posts, and hastened to the 
city. Throughout the night, all who jetaine^ 
any influence endeavoured to appeaise the men ; 
but they, at day-break, surrounded Uieir chiefs, 
the colonels Stetler and Ryhin^, and stabbed 
them with their bayonets. No sooner had they 
committed this atrocious act, but, stung with 
remorse, they returned to their station*, and 
soon after fought with matchless bravery," 

The new r^ency, now that all hopes of suc- 
i^BS bad vanished, gave ordej-s for a general at- 
tack, which however, none believed to be meant 

" On this day (March the third) the French demolished 
the ossuaiy of the Burgundians at Morat; and the directory, 
which reported the fact to the council of &Vt bUndredi men- 
tioned, as a singular, and no doubt an ominous coiQcidencs, 
that it was destroyed by the battalions of the Cote d'Or (the 
descendant! of the Bargundians) on the very day on which 
the battle of Morat bad been fought. (Monit. March thp 
]4lh, i79S.) It happens however, unfortuoatdy for the 
fionuast, that this battle was fought on the jad of June. 

ia 
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in earnest, and few were willing to obey. The tHAP. 
whole army was reduced to about fourteen i^^^v-^ 
thousand men. The posts of Neweneck and 
Gumminen were held by eight thousand, and 
<hese had above twice their number to contend 
with. The remainder had been collected at 
Frauenbrunnen ; and Scbawemburg, with 
eighteen thousand men"(three times the num- 
ber of the Berners) advanced with rapid strides 
against this feeble remnant of an host, which, 
if inspired with confidence, and suffered to ex- 
ert its native vigour, would perhaps still have 
proved invincible. 

No sooner had the provisionary regency 
established its destructive influence, or rather a 
perfect anarchy, at Berne, than the venerable 
avoyer Steiguer, deposed the insignia of his 
office. Neither his precarious health, nor his 
advanced age," nor yet the hopeless prospect 
before him, could deter him from joining the 
a 'my. In the evening of the fourth he bid a 
long, and, as he might well fo;e')ode, an ever- 
lasting farewell to his native city ; and, with a 
brother and some other relations^ went forth to 
seek death in the ranks of his devoted country- 
men. He joined Eriach at Frauenbrunnen. 

Oa the fifth, at one in the morning, general 

^ He was in his 69th year. 

Jtampou, 
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' CHAP. RampoD, wlio commanded tbe French on the 
^^'v^-' 'igt>t of their aitny, began a cannonade a^nst^ 
^hlcla. ^^^ ^^^ ^^^' attat-ked, the posts at Laupen, 
federaejf. Newencct, aod St Gines. He not only expe- 
rienced a vigorous resistance, but was even re- 
pulsed at tbe latter place. Tbe other posts in- 
deed yielded a while to superior numbers ; but, 
being reinforced hy fifteen hundred menj tbey 
renewed the action with an ardourwortby of tbe 
glorious times of the confederacy. They rush- 
ed headlong among tfae foe, and in a short time 
compelled them to repass the ravin of Newe- 
neck, and to retreat near ten milea, with the 
loss of two thousand men, and tbe whole of 
.iheir artillery. Tbe Berners lost about eight 
bundred men in this encounter ; and among the 
slain were found several women, who scorned 
to shun the perils to which their fathers, hus- 
bands, friends, and countrymen, exposed them- 
selves.^' This victorious column was now pre- 
paring to advance towards Friburg, when th9 

*• The French deny the fact of women having been found 
araoDg tbe slain in the fields of battle (Monit. of the 6th cf 
April, 1798); but the instance of veracity given ID note 42, 
page 358, will not inspire us with great confidence in the 
truth of their assertions: and on the other hand, geaer^ 
Schawemburg, in his letter to general Jonly, of the tenth 
of tfipterabcr, giving an account of the eElennination of the 
IJnderwatders, expressly acknowledges that vnfortunattU/ 
fKiRy uwiRcn had been cut to pieca in tbe hanock at Slam. 
events 
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eventsof the day, in another quarter, retarded chap. 
its progress ; and colonel Graffeiiricd, vi\\o had i-«-t-v 
fought with It heroism worthy of the old Hel- 
vetians, received orders about three o'clock, to 
desist from all further hostilities. 

About five in the morning of this eventful 
day," general Schawemburg attacked on a sud- 
den the front and each flank of the post of 
Fraueobrunnen ; the place where, in a horrid 
night, the Berners, above four centuries ago, 
had defeated the Cambrian Ap Griffith, and his 
terrific English bands. Two thousand horse 
assailed the Swiss, who had no cavalry to op^ 
pose ; and what galled them far more, a name* 
Tous train of horse artillery, the first that had 
ever passed their frontiers, spread death and . 
dismay throughout their ranks. The fiercenesa 
of the resistance was unexampled. Women, 
endeavouring to obstruct the effect of the artil- 
lery, are known to have placed themselves be- 
fore the mouths of the cannon, and to have 
faung on the wheels in order to impede their 
progress. The diminished bands, seeingthem- 
selves on the point of being surrounded, fell 
back to the village of Urteren, where they stood 
a second conflict. Unable however to main- 

*' Erlacb, at the dawn of day, told his aid-de-camp, ' My 
'friend, I see the sun rising; btU I shall not behold its 
f letting.' 

tain 
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CHAP, tain tbemselves, the; took post at the Grau- 
I holtz, an almost impenetrable pass, a^out four 
miles from BeraCj where, their right being co- 
vered by a rock, and the letit by a swampy 
' wood, tbey hoped eflectualty to secure them- 
selves by an abbatis in front. The struggle 
had been uo where so obstinate, nor the car- 
tigge so great as at this post. At length how- 
ever, an opening having been made in the 
abbatis by the artillery, and a party of the ene- 
my ha\ing climbed up the rock, and turned the 
right flank of the Bernese infantry, they found 
this post no longer tenable. They fell back, 
but formed anevt', and stood a fourth attack 
fcbttut a mile behind this last station ; and not- 
withstanding their heavy losses, and their being 
exhausted with fatigue and want of sustenance, 
tbey yet fought a fifth time before the gates of 
-Berne.** Men, women, children, and the cattle 
grazing od the meadows, fell promiscuously 
by the bayonets, sabres, and cannon of the in- 
vaders : yet these victims belonged to a people 
who are'said to hare called in a foreign power 

" All t!ie accounts of lie French generals to their direc 
torj-, acknowledge, that in every accion the Swiss fougb*, 
avec une rare bravoure, et un acliarnetiunt iitamcevable : and 
they express tlieir surprise at the resistance made by a mi- 
Jitia which, during thrse centuries, had scarce seen ihe i^ 
of an enemy within tbeir confineg, 

- 4 to 
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to free tliena from the tyraanj of an oppreEStve chap. 
government ! , ; . v.*-»-^.^ 

BerD<^ tjirougliput this awful day, heard iiut 
inc^ant roar of cannon and musketry from 
vaiious quarierSj aad saw the last disastroui 
conflict under its own walls. No preparations 
vhfitever had been made for the defence of the 
city. Horror and despair seized all the iDbabit- 
pjits. In this extremity the new regency, la 
its last .i^ony, demanded a capitulation, or 
Tether a safe-^ard a^nst the licentiousneea 
of the victorious soldiers ; . and in the evening 
the city surrendered, M'ithout any terms but a 
mere gratuitous promise of protection for the 
persons and property of the citizens. A tree 
of liberty was soon after planted in the presence 
of general Brune. Frisching, although presi* 
dent of a new provbionary r^;eDcy,yet a silent 
mourner over the calamities of hb country, of- 
ficiated at^the inauguration. ' There,' said he, 
Addressing the French general, ' there is your 
' tree of liberty : may it bring forth, wholesome 
' fruit !' ■ 

About noon, when all hopes were relin.. 
linquished by the terrified r^;ents, thoy disr 
patched the fatal order to the divisions at 
Neweneck and Gummineu to abstain from all 
further hostilities. Some of these brave, and 
pn that very day victorious meUj retreated to 
the 
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CHAP, the city, and others bent their way towards 
*.^~»"».^ their homes in the Obertand. The latter, fran-. 
tic with rage and despair, fell upon their offi- 
cers, slew their two adjutant-generals, Crousas 
and Gumoens, and throughout the evening an 
epaulette was considered as a death-warrant. 
Among these leaders were also Steiguer and Er- 
lach. The former,in disguise,andain{dst intoxi- 
cated soldiers, peasants, and even parties of tight 
troops of the enemy, reached the lake of Thuii 
on foot. Extreme lassitude compelled him to 
seat himself on the trunk of a tree, and thcrehe 
»lept awhile. He then found means to cross 
the lake, and, still unknown, escaped the frenzy 
of the enraged villagers, and rettchod at length 
the canton of Undeiwalden; but he did not 
think himself secure until he entered the gates 
of the Austrian town of Bregenz." 

The fate of the unhappy Erlacb was stilt less 
propitious, unless indeed he would have deem- 
ed it a calamity to survive the downfat of his 
country. A considerable number of arms', 
some artillery, and ample stores of ammunition 

" It will surely be unnecessary to vindicate this illus- 
trious personage against the aspersions of a late writer, who 
does not even hesittite to accuse him of treachery. (Vii 
Wood's View of the History of Swisserland, p- ii- c. 14.) 
None but this writer have represented him in that disgrace- 
ful light ; and all others agree in bestowing ilie most un- 
qualified eocomium on his truly patriotic spirit, and heroic 
vxertions. ' 

aad 
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mnd provisioas, together witb a treasure of CKap. 
about one huqdred and sixty thousand pounds t-^-v-o 
sterling, bad, early in this year, been seat into 
the impregnable retreats of Hasli and the Ober- 
land, 83 a depot in case of emergency. Thither 
Eriach resolved to speed his way, still hoping 
that he might collect a force sufficient to pre- 
serve some remnants of the now shattered re- 
public. Being arrived at Miisingen, about 
midway between Berne apd Thun, be was re- 
cognized by some stra^ling soldiers, who im- 
mediately seized, tied, and placed him on a cart, 
meaning to convey him to Berne ; but another 
party of infuriated soldiers and peasants soon 
after met the escort, fell upon the unhappy 
victim, and amid horrid screams and execra- 
tions, struck him witb tbeir hatchets and bay- 
onets, and dispatched him. His wretched 
■widow escaped a similar fate merely by a stu- 
por, which for a time bereaved her of her 
senses. She took refuge in a solitude at the. 
upper extremity of the lake of Thun: The 
assassins having, on the following day, been 
interrogated concerning the motives of this 
atrocious deed, owned that some Frenchmen 
had shewn them letters which they assured 
them came from Eriach, in which he promised 
to betray his country, and to facilitate the de- 
feat of his army. Mr. Mallet du Pan asserfs 
this 
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CKAP. this fact on uidubitdjle aut&oritj, andattlitf 
^-''v-*-' same time records man; instances of the devotr 
ed heroism of individuals, and especially of 
'women and young girls, who fell in the several 
encounters. A senator blew out his braini 
rather than sutvive the freedom of his country; 
and upon (he whole nothing appears more evi- 
dent, than that the fall of the confederacy can 
by no means be ascribed to the degeneracy of 
the people. 
5SP^7f The acts of violence exercised by the French 
lb* FrencL. joldiers in the city of Berne, were perhaps not 
more excessive than might have been expected 
fi'om an army circumstanced like theirs : but 
the outrages committed in the Burroundiog 
villages, which they alleged were not included 
in the capitulation, far exceed what is usually 
related concerning the atrocities of a conquer- 
ing army. Private insults however, soon made 
■way for public depredations. Bruiie proceed- 
ed without delay to the seizures, which there i> 
little doubt were the real raoti ve of the aggres- 
tton." The public treasury, containing the 
accumulation of aboAe a century of perfect 

*^ That Iheaa treasures were wanted, and actually applied, 
towards fitting out the Egyptian expedition, is a report cor- 
roborated by tlie coincidence of dates, and confirthed by tbe 
public avowal of the commissary Rouliieres, published io 
K^-eial of the French papurs, ■ 

tranquillity, 
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tranquillitj, prosperity, and strict economy^** chap; 
the public store-houses and granaries^ the arse- «,«-v^ 
n'al, and whatever could be extorted from the 
patrician families, were all sequestered as a for- 
feit for the resist&nce that had been made, and 
carried away chiefly to Hunningen. Twenty, 
millions of livres, three hundred cannon, forty 
thousand stand of arms, all the utensils for the 
foundry of cannon, were the principal articles 
of the rich booty : and the general having re- 
ceived intelligence of the depots that had been 
newly formed io the Oberland, succeeded by 
threats and promises, to obtain possession of 
this valuable accumulation. But, what the 
Swiss a few weeks before would have deemed 
aa impossibility ; and what> had it been oSer-* 
ed.^ would have been resisted with the utmost 
rage and indignation, — the nation was dis- 

The terror of the French arms, far more than New 
any grievances the people laboured under, soon ac ZuHc. . 
spread riot and confusion throughout the can- 
tons not yet subdued. At Zuric, even the pro- 

*" Eight hundred thousand louis in specie were said to 
have been'found in this treasur/j but this sum, there i| 
reason to believe, was considerably exa^erated. 

'" Le desarmement des habilans te continue dant ioufes /ef 
sarties de la Suisse occupie par les Frangais. Vid. Menit. 
April the 5th. Some accounts say that the orders for this 
dis^maioeat were not strictly executed. 

visioDarr 
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CHAP. Tisionary government which had been estafc* 
«w*-y-*i^ lisbed hy the insurgents, could not prevent the 
further progress of faction and anarchy. On 
the seventh of March their Prefect Wyas arrived 
with the newj of the surrender of Berne;' 
and none doubted that the period was now 
come when they also were' to experience all the 
horrors of subjugation. The impending ca- 
lamity produced a hasty accommodation among 
the contending parties. On the tenth they de- 
posed the newly elected magistracy, and insti- 
tuted a regency still provisionary, but Verging 
. still more towards the unlimited forms of a 
pure democracy. All parties now congratu- 
lated each other on the return of their perfect ' 
unanimity ; and sent to Mengaud and Bnine 
Ibis pcace-<^ering of a new constitutioo, 
foubded upon the immutable principles of li- 
berty and perfect equality; and to request 
the friendsbip of 'France, and implore that no 
French troops might be sent upon their terri- 
tories. 
Conduct of The couduct of the small cantons, thoi^h 
Cuioiu. >i ^c ^[>*1 >t availed tbem not, was yet far more 
consistent and dignified. The deputies of 
Schwitz, Uri, Underwalden, Zug, and Claris, 
met at Bruiien, the spot where, after the glo- 
rious' day of Morgarten, their ancestors had 
Bolemnly sworn to the perpetual confederacy, 
and. 
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and unani^ousl}' resolved to resistevery attempt chap. ■ 
to introduce innovations among theni. ,Ap- ■•>->-'*-' 
penzel, St. Giillen, and otber small districts, 
■were invited to accede; and tliey ostensibly 
complied, Tliis firm determination was, nd ■ 
doubt, strengthened by motives of religion, 
which in the French nomenclature is scornfully 
denominated fanaticism. But, in fact, these 
plain unperverted shepherds, who feared God, 
and hence honoured those whom they deemed 
his ministers, ,saw distinctly that they could 
gain nothing by a revolution : they knew theirs 
to be the purest democracy that could possibly 
he effected> and they were conscious that they 
were the freest people upon earth. They de- 
precated a repr*'senta(ive government, which 
ever has a bias towards aristocracy, and which 
they were aware would necessarily imply cer- 
tain stipends; and tliey well knew that thetr 
very existence depended upon an absolute ex- 
emption front even the most moderate im- 
posts. Their incorporation with nei<>bhouring 
districts, tiiey were persuaded would necessa- 
fily disturb the simplicity of their patriaichal 
governments ; and hence they unanimously de- 
cided againist the adoption of the iudivisibid 
republic, the project of wbich had alrciidy 
been dispersed among them. A detlaratioit to 
tins purposcj conceived in moderate but cner 
VOL. HI. E B , geiic 
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CHAP, gelic tcnns, was dispatched to the French ge- 
K^^->^ ncral. They received an answer expressive of 
friendship, and declaring that the French had 
no intention to molest tliein : but at the same 
time, ao intimation was given them, that it 
was expected they would accept the' new form 
of government, which it was determined should 
extend throughout Helvetia. 

Brune, being apprized of the rooted aversion 
the democratic cantons harboured against a 
republic one and indivisible, promoted apian, 
suggested by Castekar, a citizen of Friburg, 
and Mangourit and Desportes, French resi- 
dents, the former in the Valais, and the latt* 
at Geneva, for the distribution of all Helvetia 
into three distinct commonwealths, the Rho- 
dane, the Helvetian, and the Tellgauan." ' TTiis 
partition however, it was soon observed, would 
have been liable to the main objection which 
Jiad long been thought the principal blemish of 
the former constitution, the ■want of a centre of 
■union to comhhie all the parts, and direct them 
to one olyect. Perhaps the project was a mere 
pretence to elicit the demand of an indivisible 
compact, which, being once held out as the basis 
of the new Helvetic constitution, would au- 
thorize the armed protectors of it to penefrate 
" Rhattia dM not y-Jt ent^r i:)ti> tlie plans cf :!it F:cndi 

into 
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ioto the remotest coroere of the country> where chap. 
'9,Tky opposition might be attempted against its ^.^-y'*-* 
establishment. Bruoe accordipgly repealed the 
proclamation which enacted the three-fold go- 
vernments that had already been org&nized iQ 
the Rhodane district^ and issued orders for a 
meeting at Arau, of a national legislative as- 
sembly of the Helvetic republic one and indi- 
visible. This was the last public act of Brune 
in Helvetia. ' Satiated with blood and plunder, 
he repaired to Italy, to gather new laurels ia ' 

the field of revolutionary conquest. He left 
JBeroeon.lbetweoty-eightU of March; and the 
military command devolved on general Schaw-' 
«n»burg, the officer who, when the Austrian!^ 
.hftviiig surprised Kehl, were forcing thp bridge 
.across the Rhine, hastily collected a party of 
burghers of Strasburg, and with signal intre-' 
-pidity repulsed the assailants. The civil power 
was vested in the hands of executive commis- 
sariesj who canje with orders to organize Hel- 
vetia according' to the new constitution : and 
hepe particularly begins the period of humiliation 
this iaoflending people were destined to en- ' 
dure. Men of moderation and rectitude now 
asked; ' Where is this boasted independence the 
' French government has so repeatedly pledged 
' itself to insure to the Helvetic nation ? What 
' freedom has a people that is not allowed to 
bb2 'form- 
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CHAP. ' form its own' constitation ; and is a stranger 
^-.-v-*-^ ' lik):Ij to be beftpr acquainted than the people 
' tlieinselvc's, \vh.it constJtntion is best suited to 
■ ' thcirlocaljinr^raljaiid political circumstances?' 
The words 'oligarch}' and fanaticism^ which 
' must be cruslicd,' were general answers to 
these incontrovertible positions. 

Lc Carlier was the first commissary. ' It is 

Miirchas. ' 3'ouj' he intimated in his first proclamation, 
' wlio must maintain your generous dcfivcrcrs.' 
This extortionary maxim he indced'^quallfied 
by admitting that none but members of the for- 
mer regencies should be made to contribute 
'towa.'ds the indispensable ' subsidies. Meaa- 
vhile, without instituting anv inquiry into the 
toiidition and circumstanecs of individuals, be 
seized horiies, cattle, grain, and alt manner of 
provisions, wherever he could meet with them; 
and the word requisltiun, was now for the first 
time introduced into the Helvetic vocabulary. 

March 29. In a 8flco»d proclamation hc Ordained the un- 
conditional acceptance of the new constitution 
framed at Paris, and of late published ia 
French and German ; and into which no cor- 
rections, such as even Ochs, its reputed author, 
and otlier revolutionary patriots, had suggested, ■ 
v\cre sufieredto be introduced. 

Ttienew This constitution, consisting of twelve ar- 

Coiiitiiu. jj^ipg^ divided the whole country, including 

Rhictia 
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Rluetia (which it was now decreed should ,CHAp. 

likewise be compeiled into the indivisible \ji>-in<>-» 

union) into tweqtj-two dejfartments, each of 

which was to send four senators and eight couu- 

gpllors, to the legislative assembly at Aran. By 

these .a: periodic*! .choice was tp be made of 

five.directorSj to whom tlje executive power 

■was tp be committed. Provision was to be made, 

for a (tanding army, and also fojr the organiza- 

Jio;i of a national raiHtia^ to be called togctlier 

fis occasion might require'. 

of. ten departments" pet, 

protec^fpn of|,tVvel>y,liui 

dieBj'and.oqtUf twelfth 

proclaimed this constituti 

ii]|^nts,e{ther bfs^ti^tedj or 

summons; and yet the r ■'< v ■-.< 

^tr P^ris ,wasj tVt the n; 

.ex.ul1^tion cel^bratpd. tb< 

i^ifi happy revolutipq. 

Cieaeya^al^<^|i^.t)^|sitime under the influence Geneva 
of Despoutes, ofa blockade, of ai>,impendniff prlnce. 
famine, and ^fiiftcen, hundred Frencfi soTdiei^ 
.who^^iiisteadof marchjng through ,as liad been 
ptcvi9usly, agreed, established^themselves iji the 

' ^ ArgSu, Baste, Bdnte, Fiiburg, temJW, T'^cStI;' Obcr- ■ 
im\a,"Siii!SliifuaeiH ■ Sd«ure, and Ziiric; «HI 'ttife-eaeteRj 
ftnts (rf^»itfcrlAd werfe oat obstkiatBl^'awrsciaiit^e; pro- . 

.,;,. . "citr. 
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CHAP, city, appointed commissioners, who, after due 
(.-•Y^ deliberation, declared that great deference ought 
to be paid to the wishes of the great natioo. 
The terms of an union, recoipinended by Des- 
portes, were soon adjusted, and were formally 
accepted on the twenty-sixth of April; and 
thus ended the independence of this ever con- 
vulsive republic. The French agent wrote 
next day to the directory^ that Geneva was in 
raptures at this happy change ; and that the 
Genevan branch was now worthy to figure in 
the fasces of the great republic. He immftdi- 
ately dissolved two Jacobia clubsrtfaey had 
been usefid ; bufthey nlighl! ndw J»iuv6 HQ' 
gerous. ■ *'..',' ' 

War tte resolute deterniiftatiotf 'niticfed Byth* 

imau Cut- small (;a,nto[is to abide by their aintieht, free, 
^democratic, and happy constituti'on, could by 
no means accord with the system of unifor- 
mity, .into which, like the fyrant ProctuiteS, 
! the French directffry had resotvedto^hioBe^all 
■ the, governments that fell within theif gfasp. 
This resistance was therefore at any rate' to be 
surmounted; and Schawemburg, prepdratofy 
April 19. ^^ j.^p- cogrci^e measures he meant to take, ptib- 
.Iishcd.ji.4^Urationj strictly prohibiting qjl i^'. 
itercourse with the six small . e/^tcpi. qgiitftjisi, 
St.Gaillen,and the smaller dutricta, and cuttieg 
off all supplies they had been stttttS^Oted ^ 
. •■ receive 
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receive from the neighbouring more fertile re- chap. 
^iODS. '"' * " " « ™ ■ ■ . .. «^ ^,^-y^^ 

teenth 

pjaly Gi 
tute ol 

jlhat tl: 
?w<je 
that h( 
j«c^ 

«i*m 

jdut^es) 
iotoui 

i»p!, I 
jt^iiitl 

,«piiifpi 
tie. W 

cljai;9«t 
.ppjrts J 

bad re 

* t|]Qin.s ,,,.,,, 

^ thence to fall mto the Argaii, 'depose 'th"e^- 

' rwtory, disperse the assembly, aiiu thS^'brfiii; 
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, pHAP, ''.aboMt a coinjter-revoUuion, in wliicli 'he la 
v-.-Y-*-' '.copfident, from the language held by the . 
' ftf^^^-Rmd Pitt in yie Britipb parliament, and 
'tile ^guc.nt, clandestine visits of tVlallet dil 
' Pan at Zui'ic, that they' expected to'Leeffec- 
.' tyaJlvsijccouFeq by foreign powers.' 

JVIerfiicUifensiYe measures could now iii'fact 
no . latjgjer selicvp this injured people; and 
ijfltjvipgbut a vjfforOus ^cursion could redress 
jttu^ufTeri ngs, under which they laboured,' Ac- 
Apriiea. cordingfii ^f^< without 4^Iaj) adVahcdd in 
jt^v^.f^o^yiga^, the one Qn thc.riglit of th6''Iifee 
jffXvV'cio Rapperswyrand Feldbac"tf, knd the 
ptl^roiV the .left t<?tfte village of Rlihtens^yf, 
^tio^ threatening^ loiiit attack on'tlie cfty of 
Zur>c._ |?RW P^^tday apothfer column pro- 
cMdejfl.to the 'gates of Ijucerd, \frhere, after 
jdi^lM-iDg;- tlieu' intentions to be friendly 'aiid 
ju^ceuDle^ they sum'iponed the g;arrrso'ri,'is''ftiyi 
iiis|fiiitlyjj^mtulatcil.' , They bail riot teen long 
iif the.'city, wherfe tWy committed ^cvei'Rl'ex- 
iHjesscs,. before a report was spread that a ^ilench 
force :^as,rapiuly aqvancitig. , They hereupon 
eyaciw^d the glace, aiid wiuidr^w io Kas- 
i)^pht> between the lakes of iii'g aii'd Xiicern. 
■,, .T^K, French generfil having bee'n'weR ap- 
p;'ized qf these several mpvementsj ' sent' two 
(y>l(iinn». under . the generals Nouvioil and 
Lprii 30. .^'*5.''> the one to Zuric, and the other to' Zftg, 

>vhicl} 
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vrhiah laflehfcaTing reached its destf na^ifl*^ ^?A ^*x^ 
itmnediatelyprescBrtcd .with, the keys pf.tiw o^'^Ts' 
d*y. On the saiod Afty a. firaneb deta»lifflft(M[ 
rImi entered' Lq^nvyrand even obtauibd po»i^^ 
stoin of tb^'sttvngi^^' stt>Kuehtfcht.' i^chaifY 
cmbutg-'iOarae/ttoWhimBelf to ZUrlejIftW^lW 
rtctedthe ipionjh'^Dt'WO' co1u(nnE;iffhicb fanf 
mediately tedvitficcd'onea^h' sid« -df the ilafce'. 
The one-bn tt* leflUaving reache<^';the«*l)«of m^ i- 
Rappe^swyt, 4feaFd i* cry tfca* the 'tovrp ■«» 
-wilUug t« surl'dtider ; upon' >i'hkh tfaa^ieeaidl 
hostilities, afid'v^readvaliiohi^Vi'^uC.csiitiMi 
toWaftls the ^atei whmv a *aiUai«ii of )Uafla»- 
trilldeh '^tf^hkniy fimd : upoK: thei^i ^rfiar^^ stiSi 
thr^ ■'thefii hito som^ 'ioafusibni jA/fiafete 
'CoiTflKt'no4r>nBUedyin'tt'hieUHhef)£kY!nobiisife ^ r': 
-at ^ret^rdjniJsed ; biit^ i-efiirnin^ bolbe ch'a^^ 
iheystBrttted the town andtook it. rir i'._ iir;i t 
>"' A- c«iif)bati^MBore obstinate and'deitrucltife 
was at'th^-satde -fiine fought: on stl(e^ppoii% 
side bfthelabe.' The^Frebidb'igDliififti^Iuvh 
<tdvanced ■ rflong that 'slior^, coiifrftianded fi^ 
'generaf FfMsioet, eacobntenJd Opmtrd» of fivk 
thobstiild ' 6wifl3> occup^i^^ atii adwiAig«ai^ 
'post bej^nd RichtefsW^^. i ■^b^'j^cynclT'BttiMit- 
ed with their -wontedfury^ butmcfp/xlitbeifltst 
onset, repulsed into the tittagc. ' I-Iaviiij^'b&eh 
joined by fcruv additional companies, theffe- 
■■ ■ turned 
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CRAi'. turned ib tbe charge xritfa redottbled ardour, 
'Cf'-y-w s<ran refined tbcir position, and, afiber a six 
houre stru^Ie, they, with th&aid of some ar- 
an^ry, «t leagth overpowerc«L,.4heir obstia^o 
opponents. The French. cpnantander ackiv>w> 
teUgbdAhat this was'tlie most severe i^i^icths 
bad crer'witneased, and ' that ey«ty Swiss s(4- 
* diar .fought like a Ctesar.' Above three bun- 
.'z drad SwiEri fell in the field,: thre< of tbcir offi- 
cers perifibed andcr their i bantier. Colood 
Paraviotoi, vho led on the nt^n of Glaris, har- 
ing been severely wounded, quitted the field, 
and witb his followers retired into his valle;. 
fThe SchivHzers under colonelReding retreated 
vtep.by step, incessantly contending witbiheir 
MiT'- frientleis foei > rOa the subsequeirt' day, tbef 
jrtood anotbtf conSict ; and at l^i^h. r^pelM 
though not discomfited, they took refuge ameog 
.-tiieir. fboiiritains. Above foiur hundred Svnss 
f&ti intheaeardiiouscotnbata. Twenty peasants 
-ftnuedwith^ubsjiadi taken shelter in a bouse: 
titeyM^re. offered, paidpn if tbey would swear 
-to' the constitution'; but they scornfully re- 
jected the offer. - Tbie . bouse vas set on filie; 
-«a4-thc^all.perisb6d in tbe flames. There^ 
sand commiseration expressed on this occasioa 
iby^general Sclixwemburg in his dispatch to ll>£ 
Hrfwtic directory, wiU no doubt excite sorrow 
■ and 
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itttd' r'^mpa^ion ',' but it iviU prdmbty «aft;to cauB 
friiad 'tbe^ proTcrbi:»l wmile of tVM- tcWs of s.^-8-<h> 
iTbco^lftSf' '' ' -""i^'i — :' ^ '■ ■ ' -^t 

■ 'Ot|i*> kStHbefttiiHrtiSl liayp the Ffeaeh-ctw 
|s(j#n'H«d««'^Fi4R(dn«tjiidffitea hxviwg pillaged 
ifid'IVilQnt sereffiji^ltagci^ art ived si Ein^dleni 
^liy^Ufvl tWa'bb6^4l««Mftedtt3'it.l) tliefnoidt^ 
<Site<>B\y excepted, -Ktei itHpped of Ut*ts tre*^ 
i%tes; th4!<^tii(4e'4f^r^a^in'4lanfrfeiHBiim[i^ 
^i'M^fr'^t' wWexpeetffd'tfmikl Mrk wlnHes 
J»^&Hf^tIthe idi<del». I4twliifseil£«0' faocM i 
«^p:aintm{ tk the 'Made^ttt, ,*fnlA)fetto ;*. aiA 
general Schawemburj^ oi&feAlJw-fllstelyQftJj- 
b^yf irltich'k^conBidcpediatlthefpi^iidl^^at 
4f fiOpeMitktii^alid flRikti^finiQii llUs icttqeftr^ 
to be deiiwllshed.-- f '-■! '>'> "* '' ■'■ ' -■ n i!'.'j,>w 

■, Short atfA)'4epw%te 1P0««4 «fei* now) <»»»t U74, 
f:luded; a|)d an accommodation soonaSMMtfSfc 
pifece betweeii the'Ffench gett^ftMtttti tfa&^n. = ' ■' " 
l^ons df 8<Awitis 'atidCJlam. TheSfe laltfii-**/- ^ ' ' "■ 
,-\-r:.. .■ .. .:» ,;; -,..-■■■ , -. ■> :■ i Lih' ■'"""" 

" ' Les. amis de- la cause con«niin^,ndpeufi;atnuegeinJr 
' sur ies meaures qu'il a faliu empioyev pour oblenlr nos sUtJ- 
' cu's. Le sang d'one m'lHtiludfe d'hablfniis simples m' boa- 
'^'ii^as d^4 Campsites, fles p^s M tknti^ cg;ir&, arriKWi 
f iila.chaiibc, alitratirfe on cOniift, a:coulc. S)et'ppdis4« 
/. «j^«6«sj de^;efifana,^^!aidonHe^>;d»i;pf:i«f^et joi^re* vidnpi 
' et v^ipies oat A ple^jr^lapertd.dc. kur> sonticniiet^ 
^ leurs appuis.' Gaz. Leyd. May 35. 

■ "* It has sintfe been ascertained that the Jfonks carfiei oiff 
•ftfertifrttiflbuskOB^oi- •■ ' '-'■-- '■' ■'-'■'- '■■'■ •■ 

i-'' ce^ted 
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CHAP> eAfffcd tiie new -constitutionj Qn condiUoq that; 
< they should' TPlaint^ejir drills »a4 'vv-Qr^hipi.be 
liable to no contributions, -and that '001. French 
tnM|ti flb'ould ' COBie fwiibifi' l^eiF' fAlitttQrs. 
These termt, fsf i»«K«fitTouH^IcithaA«9j thM 
Imd 3'et1ieeni^Dted«^e"J&ttW9ifes4:prof)f of 
the impniision the-HK•*^J^■^^fr.U*B PiWpIo llfll 
made oq' IW 'Frenoh ;qetnit)«pdei7. Redifig 
c«flKai«ie:«fUie,(bpbit««"to Sch^stfnibiifg, 
'MbdToa.&Uchi iBtomrliaiids. f wofil4^««9 
fihmmstA. y(»n'nMii:Aib f;etwicH\„ ',tl!.v<«*ld 
'i.Iwtv^ dmie.itle'jsaine l».j.}iqiiii^ttf jt hudoau^ 

'ZUSihmA, ion th« dK.r' of tAKti%iift^nc^i»iofer. 

^cspt^4he cDitUittiUQin hJUri, and^Uoder* 

valden acceded to certain terms; 0» pattitUT 

.* r :r ]|t(»t of -wUehv- hAW neffer.-feecfij: distinctly 

i*eVaUi,_^^nti|i*Wrection intbe VfUis, femeoted.pro- 

jimI Italian ' 

BiOFwicki J4^y:t)^i^,c(ergy) ^.b)>,,.iit,inay l^^ imagined^ 
did not countenance the fanaticism of iireli- 
gTon of whidi tlie* French' soldiefs -vreie the 
^l^eniious , aposl)t^s,., was productive of serer^ 
JM9edj«nS»g«3»e»tS>fWid, afteiijn «bort siege, 
r(iD. -which an act of treachcirjr'jia' laid^ to. the 
i^tati^e ©fthe^amsdri') of^e-t^kii%'by*Sto«rm 
*ttda'^cfcingthe City of SiStt:' ' "t^t wTiOte dis- 
Jnctj after this, acceptedtlie new constitutipn. 
The ItaUan baiUwicks, wbichjtiUNnovc.h^^hi^ 
Ei5'-*j'f> sitated 
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sitated vVhttfier they sbolild joiir Ufe'Gi^aI]^n)» CfiAp. 
or HdVfet'td-repuBlie, declared at lehgtli^of tke > 
tatter: tffld thus, except (he Gris'on libuntfy; 
^hith as jet ha'd riot felt tlie iinpress»B,'feithelr 
of the persliasiofls of the arms of the' iriVader4 
and the bishopricfc of Basle, and the cfttes'-et" 
Mulhausen and Genfeva, which had been ifaeW^ 
porated in the great commonwealth, the^tliol* 
of what had a few months ago composed a ' 
powerful and independent state, became'a*e- 
public, one arid indivisible, under the atbitrary 
coutrol of five forei<;n dictators, who had ntp- 
thing less at heart than the prosperity of this 
once happy country. ,- 

Le Carlier, whether he had not enforced his 
"orders with sufficient rigour, or that ap intrigue 
at -Paris prevailed against him, saw himself in 
ihe beginning of May; recalled from Swisser- 
Und, and soon after placed at the head of a oii- 
' DiBteria) department. Previous to his leaving 
the couhti-y however, he exacted a contribu- 
tion of fifteen millions of Hvres, to be raised, 
indeed, on the patrician families, but tor which 
.thetownsassessed were made responsible." Large 

" Beme six, Friburg two, Soleure two, Lucero two, and 
!Zut:ic tbree millions. One instance is apOD record bow 
these contributions, which wore pretended to be laid oalf 
on the govfcfaing femilies, must have operated on the pub- 
-lic at large. The chamber of administration of FrUtuq, 
observii^ 
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jtttiAP. Vivas were also imposed oa tbe priifcip^l a^'- 
< hey»-;'ta.vdhe ordered a etrict in^uisitioii to be 
made iido the public fuods, cbftrital)le as wett 
«s mUDicipal, of all tbe corpora,tioiis over which 
his power extended. He was succeeded ^j 
Rapinat^ brother io law to the director Kewy 
bjBlj whose rapacity has been represented i« 
the most odious colours. He began bis admi- 
nistcattoo hy causing seals to be affixed :to all 
Ibe jiublic treasuries of Berne, Zuric, and Lu>- 
cern; even those out of which the casual oe^ 
4M)Ssitie8 of the people were usually' supplied^ 
and the poor, tbe sick, and tbe orphans receive^ 
their maintenance : and ordering ibe seals 
which tfai^ Helvetic government had fixed upon 
Ibem to be torn oS, he declared that these car 
pitals were all tp be considered as the sole pro- 
perty of the French republic.'' He also issued 

alnerviDg that the families which bad been rated could not 
possiblj rase tbe aioouat of the coDtrtbHticia&. ofdoreil thart: 
Jill Qi(iz6ai possewed of ready money, should advance the 
same upoa the security of tlie canU»), Plate and all muu- 
ner of etects were collected for the purpose; and probably 
the impossibitliy of enforcing the full paym^it, compelled 
tbe French commiasaries to modify tlie sum : some of tha 
contributions were even in tbe sequel wholly remitted. 
Yid. MoniL May 6. 

" On the£fti> of June, Kapbat, a .sub-comiaiEsary, aod 
BoubieR, caine with an armed force aud denianded 
the keys of the public treasure at Zuric. Tbe magistrates 
lavilig refused, ilapinat appealed to his bayonets, and sent 
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Arders for accutnulatia^.CequisHieQS/'-^nd rfoir eiu^. 
stilt further contributiona to bQ ^^vied.QH tbe . t.^.V?-' 
reduced patrician fatnili^B. - .,. 

The period was now-arrjiied yehep this<coR9- |>ep''>"Ue 
try, drained of. its specie, prcivisions, -and T»e- Helvetia. 
cessaries, and kept ina^te hyta, arbitral pxo- 
consu], a numerous abd.>expe3uLV« aimj;^ ad4 
the relentless paasions of its'own aspiring aud 
ungrateful demagogues^ could not but be re- ' 
daced to a state of the most abj«ct humiliotioa. 
11)ose,'therefore, will hardly find credit who 
assert (and some there are who have asserted-) 
that Swissarlamd, upon the wholes at tlus time, 
enjoyed great tranquillity, atid a considerable 
share of political felicity: while, in &ei, the 
-unhappy victims of lawless power were awed 
■into silence 'by the summary justice exerted 
against them by the ministeFs of liberty, equa- 
lity, humanity, and the inaliNiable rights of 
men. Perhaps, in this state of things, do true 
account would ever have been obtained of the 
real condition of the country, had we not some 
public testimonies, which the most obstinate 
incredulity will hardly know how to reject. 

The venerable, intrepid, aud humane, though Lanterv 
at times enthusiastic Lavater, who in this in- '^^ 

for a smith, who broke open the locks. On the eighth, the 
treasure was loaded on waggons to be convej'ed away . Tke 
removal however, it appears, was countermanded, 

1 stance 
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'tH.Kt. sfnnfe fnay well be admitted as a compct^t 
o-v-w evideNce, having Mmsdf, in tbe eaHy stage of 
the innovating svsteA, inclined in favour of a 
ftfbromtiou in bii canton, thought himself now 
Called upon to state to the French directory, 
and, ' having cAriain^d do redress from that 
inniuier, to (>roclaiHi to the world- at large, the 
heavy catamitietthe Frencb bad inflicted upoa 
his tinhappr ^oAotry.'* 

' >Vhat has been the mo>*ivey' he ask; in the 
batno-Of all his countrymeny 'of the heavy 

* wars the French have of late carried off 
.' sgaimt tbe mast powerful soveAiif^s of £uf 
'rope? What f buttopreventtbosesoyereigiu 
' from interferir^ in their own interaid adairs. 

-'-Neither their splendid triomphs, not tbe pf»- 

* ponderancy of their power, ought surely, 
' therefore, vntb<H]t their grossly belying tbeir 
''own principles, to prompt them to direct oui 
'' domestic concerns, and to compel our obfr 
-' dience by hostile means. It is a law coeval 
- ■" with -the world, written in every heart, and en- 
-' forced by every decree, not to do to others 
' ~.ehat ae icish not to have done to ourselvts. 

' 'What would the French tlierefore say were 
' w^, being* the strongest, to prescribe to tbem 

* This letter, repeatedly printed in different languages, 
.bears date Zar.c, JUay 10, IjgS, ihefirst year of the Hdvttk 

SX.4VEEV. 

• a consti- 
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* a coDStitution, enforce it by the bayonet, de- 

* mand enormous contribarions, lead away their , 

* treasures, the funds destined for the relief of 

* their poor, their artillery, their arms, their 

* ammunition, and degraded them into a state of 

* the most abject servitude f And yet all this 

* you, with the sounding words of liberty, equa- 
' lityj justice, and loyalty, in your mouths, 

* have done to us. Te came as robbers, as ty- 

* rants against a people that had never offended 

* you, under pretence of freeing us from aris- 

* tocracy, or what you emphatically reprobate 

* as an insufferable oligarchy : you have im- 

* posed a yoke upon us more intolerable than 

* the most severe oppressions we have ever en* 

* dured : never, during our former vUious go- 

* vemmentj have we been commanded in so 

* despotic a manner as ance you have conferred 

* liberty upon us. LiBEaTY, equality, are 

* words which grace (he head of your edicts ; 

* and then follows, *• The commander in chief 
•* orders you under severe penalties, ^c." 

• When you entered the Hrfvetic territories 

* you proclaimed that your sole object was to 

* punish the ol^archies of Berne, Friburg, and 

* Soleure. The other cantons believed you", 

* and, to their shame be it told, looked on with 

* passive indifference. Znric complied with 
' all joa seemed ta require ; it reduced its go- 

VDL. in. c c * vemment 
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CHAP. < Tenunent huo a pure democratic form : and 
' yet you cam« and ordered us to accept a new 

* constitution. We ^lently acquiesced : a few 

* days after, as if to sport with our submission, 

* jrou abruptly tmlered us to accept another 

* conatitutioD, still less adapted than the former 

* to our peculiar circumstances; and of this, 

* in the language of a robber. Tour money or 

* your lift, you enjoined the acceptance, leaving 

* us no other liberty but that of obeying your 

* high commands. 
* We now thought we had accomplilhed all 

* your artHtrary mandates ; and that, consist- 

* ently with your r^ieated promises, no troops 

* of yours should enter upon our territories. 
' Vain hope! you came with an armed f<»re, 

* which you quartered upon our citizens and 

* peasants. You drained our unhappy coun- 

* try, and, to crown our humiliatitm, you im* 

* posed a ctoitributioa of three millions of livres 

* upon our senatorial bmilies; the&milieswbo, 

* for ages, had constitutionally held the rdns 

* of government, and held them without any 

* tmputati(Mi of abuse or peculation, certainly 
■ without extortion ; who now made no strug- 
' gk to maintain the exduave authority our 

* constitution had vested in them, and against 

* whom therefore you could not possibly bring 

* any well-founded charge. The liberty you 
* conferred 
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' conferred on us in return for all these exac- chat. 

* tioils, was the privilege of parting ultimately yj^^ 

* with our inestimable freedom. Does the man 

* who kills a robber who demands my purse, and 

* then strips me naked, deserve my thanks? 

* Ten thousand of your brave warriors declare 

* openly that your treatment of us is infamous. 

* Infamous ! what a word applied to the Great 

* Nation ! and yet were any other nation, with- 

* out any ground but preponderancy of power, 

* to proceed against you in the same manner 

* you do to others, what words of more bitter 
' execration would not your glowing eloquence 

* invent, to express your indignation !' 

With such heavy allegations and reproachful 
inferences, but in a language far more impres- 
sive, does this bold patriot arraign the conduct 
of the French towards his country. There are 
some perhaps who will be guarded against the 
flights of his glowing imagination ; these we 
shall refer to a public document of a far more 
authentic nature, the official remonstrance of 
the Swiss representative at Paris, B. Zeltner, 
a man of revolutionary principles, who address- 
. ed to the minister of foreign affairs a note, 
which, for ambiguous language, fulsome adu- 
-Ution, and yet severe reproach and urgent so- 
licitation, has perhaps scarcely its equal. The 
oca , first 
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CHAP, first period points out the spirit of the perfom- 
y»v^ ance. 

zeitnct'i * The minister plenipotentiary of the Hcl- 
itunc*. * vetic republic fulfils the first and most pleasing 

* of the duties imposed on him by his consd' 

* tuents, in testifying to the Great Nation, and 

* to its constituted authorities, thdr gratimde 

* for the benefit ccmferred on them, of a con* 

* stitution founded on the principles of liberty 

* and equal rights. Could the Helvetian re- 

* publicans have recovered thor indefeasible 

* rights without bong dq>riTed of all the means 

* of enjoying them, the gratitude they now pro^ 

* fess vould know no bounds. 

* Intimately connected with the French na- 

* tion during many centuries, by all the ties of 

* mutual esteem, by the intercourse of com- 
' merce, and treaties founded upon reciprocal 
' advantages, the Helvetic people would with 

* rapture still be its feithful ally, its friend, and 

* its admirer, did not too many suffisrings attend 

* their political regeneration. Is it then writ* 

* ten in the book of desriny, that the noble ^ 

* of freedom must be purchased at the price <£ 

* every kind of oppression which can afflict a 

* people?' 

These sufferings and these oppressions he 

next painti in coloun which must excite coo- 

passicKi. 



N Google 



TBE fi£Ltn-lC <!6lt¥£bERACT. ^gg 

{HMfiicm, if tiot horror. * When, in cdnfinrrlng chap. 

* Ireedoin on a pec^le,' he omtinues, * you \mij-i^ 

* dothe it in the nigs of misery; vben you 

* compel it to exchange its gay and genuine 

* felicity for gloomy dejectedness, and all man- 

* ner of vexation } when die husbandman fcore- 

* goes his plough, and the artist both bis work 

* and implements ; when the virtuous and 

* peaceful citizen is stript of his property, and 

* all his rights are trampled upon^ you have, O 

* Great Nation ! you have nussed your aim. 

* England triumphs, ' 
* They are not empty declamations, not 

* Vague alarms, which the Helvetic tninitter 

* here lays before you. He undertook the so- 

* letnn obKgation to tear asunder an odious 
' vol. He wilt fulfil his duty with the frank- 

* ness and sfanplicity that has always been the 

* characteristic of the nation be represents ; and 

* with a heart that beats only for liberty, be will 

* adduce facts, and establi^ them upon ioton- 

* testable evidence.* 

After specifying more particularly some of 
die most atrocious cruelties practised by the 
French substitutes, the minister proceeds : 

* The consequences of so irritating a conduct 

* against a people, not distracted by pleasures, 

* nor to be awed by force, though it may be 
*• ginded by gentle means, are indeed alarming. 

« It 
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' It b exceediagly impolitic not to study tbdr 

. * character more attentively. This brave, but 

* headstrong people^ adhere firmly to their reU^ 

* gion, to their democracy, and to dieir ancient 

* manners. Whatever bears the semblance of in- 

* fidelity or outrage, revolts their honest minds,. 

* and fills them with indignation. When they 

* have nothing more to lose, when urged by 
' despair, they will yield themselves up to every 
,* excess ; and Helvetia may become the theatre 

* of scenes far more horrible than those of the 

* Vendee. .The writer trembles in using this 

* language, but it is his duty to use it. Not to 

* reveal the whole truth to the French directoiy 
' were an unpardonable offence.* 

The nature of the grievances he complains of 
may be gathered from the articles of redress he 
demands in the name of his republic. These 
w^e, the replacing of all the public funds, which 
had been seized and carried away ; a repeal of 
the contributions laid on without the least 
respect to the abilities of the contributors 
the return of the artillery, arms, ammunition, 
and, in a word, all that the French had pur- 
loined from the Swiss; an imnlediate reduc- 
tion of the French army in Swisserland, espe- 
cially the cavalry, and that what remained 
should be quartered in barracks i and k^tly, 
that the agents of the French republic, as well 
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98 the commanders of tbe French troops, should chap. 
be iostrocted to concert their measures with the ^^v^iA 
Helvetic government, to act only in its name, and 
with its approbation. 

Should proofs still more authentic of the suf- 
ierings and discontents of the people be re* 
quired, recourse may be had to the formal de- 
clarations of their chief magistrates and repre* 
«entatives, whose language is too deciave to ad- 
mit of any doubt or caviL The Helvetic di- Mi; 6. 
sectors, n a letter to the commissary Rapinat, 
after particularizing several grievances, pro- 
ceed in these words : * We cannot persuade 

* ourselves that the directory of the Great Na- 

* tion, which has declared itsdf our friend> 

* will consent to see us reduced to the condi- 

* tion of the poorest, the most feeble, the 

* most wretched of people. No, citizen com- 

* miesary ! the French govemmoit did not de- 

* cree our ruin, when it resolved to confer li- 

* berty upon us. It disdains the ungenerous 

* Iraud of an amtntious policy, which bestows 

* the name of friend on those it crushes. Our 

* sufferings must be great indeed, ance our re- 

* monstrances become so frequent.' 

^er a sufficient time had elapsed for some 
r^>aration of the evils complained of in the pre- 
ceding remonstrances, the same directory writes 
to general Schawembttrg ; * We are compelled M17 30. 
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* to apiffiw you, dtizsn geseral, that the &^ 
, * oetses of aU sorti with which the troops op- 

* preai our countrymen, (be heavy requiiitioitt 

* and exactioQg of all kinds, which the paople 
< are unable to satisfy, have occauraed ao uni- 

* venal a discontent, that, aocordlng to the re^ 

* ports receiTod ihie day froM all the subor^ 
■ nate magistrates, the general despair has iimb 

* to the highest pkch. Citixen general! He^ 

* vetia and G«noa have formerly owed tbeii 

* liberty to ibe excess of their misfortunes, aoA 
' to the immoderate we tfvieitry • 

* Perfidy alone can tell you ^t our ^Is aft 

* exaggerated.* Scbaweniburg, in answer to 
this letter, ex}»'essed great surprise; dedired 
that he had ordered aH excesses of his troops 
to be severely punished \ but mtiiiiated diat he 
had much to recriminate. The directory in 
their reply, sSiet discussiiig die points in debate, 
concludes, * It must indeed be a gr^t triunpli 
' to the aristocracy, to compare the prosperity 
' of the Swiss before the revolution " with the 

* misforttmes they now ezperiencie. It, M , 

* doubt, calculates the degrees of odionity ths 

" Even general Schawenburg, on tailing up the like » 
Zuric, and obfeiriDg the borders, luxuriant in culture wl 
induftry and witk every mark of profpen'ty, could not MP 
vrebammg, ' Ilert etptnJaat Jifitik dt renttntr ki k* If** 

* im dapt^mt-' Vide M9iiit. June tbe tfaiiU. 

* peoi^e 



jNGoot^lc 



TBS msv/wm cmnmniiucT. ^m 

' pecfpie may y«t HWain before k azrives stt ab^ cha^. 
4 solste, and the nwtt borrid, despur. Your ^^^^ 

* tnx^ will not be confined to barrackfi} tbey 
f cboose nther to live in pHvate houses, fibe 

* owners of which they vex and insult, and 

* from whun they snuch e¥CO the last monet 
T of bread ; wtule the unb^y soflSsrerd, who, 

* as wdl as the admioistiadixi to which they 

* look up for protection, have nothing left but 
f the prinlege of making in^ectual com- 

* plaints ; and can ndthor e&r nor obtain any 

* alleviation, having been strif^ied of the funds 

* destined for the rdief of the Aatresscd. We 

* ipftiA to the justice, and to the genero^, oi 
■* the French repnldic. W« iormally chum the 

* ^iecutidnof dbest^mnpftmoMS it has made 

* to our natioa and to all the friendB of If- 

* be«y.* *• 

So fivr from aaj redress baa^ obtained t6 
&ese repeated and urgent representation^ a M^ij. 
'decree of the French directory invested di6 
<oinod>sary Rajnnat, Uk prinoipal author of 
tltt dtpredttitms compU^ of^ * vrith alt the 

* pov«3di^ pditical, and fioaacial, with all 
' the compelcnoy, aad to the foil extent that 
' migfat be reqiuisiie for the interests of the 
^ French republic :* and diis decree was strict- 
ly ea&rced by thai rapadoiw delegate; who 

•* VM. Monit. Mrtfae>klfa. 

formally 
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CHAP, (ormaiij dedared to the HelTctic legislatire as- 
1,^^^ sembly, ' that they were no more than a board 

* of administration subordinate to the Frencb 
juu 16. * government.' About a month after, he wrote 

a peremptory letter to the assembly, urging the 
necessity of making certain reforms in the con- 
stituted authorities of Swisserland ; advising 
that two of the directors. Bay and Pfeifier, and 
BC»ne inferior membo^ of the administration, be 
required to resign thnr offices, and recommend- 
ing the introduction of Odis and Doider into 
jthe directory. On the Hghteenth of the- same 
month he proceeded so &r as to annul all the 
powers of the .public authorities, and to declare 
what nearly amounted to martral law. * If it 

* be true,' he says, ' that Smsserland is ludierto 

* a conquest of the French army, it is no less 

* certain, that it belongs to the agents of the 
' French government to direct aU the operations 

* civil, political, and financial, which are to be 

* .carried cm in Helvetia.' The principal cau^ 
of these conflicts appears to have been the sei- 
zure of the public treasuries, and. the funds ior 
.charitable purposes, which the Smss goven- 
ment r^resented the necesdty of retaining id 
caller to preserve their country, incessantly .ex.' 
posed to the catastrophcB of nature, from ab- 
solute destructitHi. The Hdvetic government 
had caused the seal of thor republic to be at 

fixed 
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fixed to the pubUc chests that still remaned in chap. 
the country, and even ventured so for as to ^^-^^ 
aii&e those which Rapinat had addec) to .them 
to be torn off without his participatiui. Oa 
this occa^on the enraged commissary repeated- 
his declaration, * that the Swiss had now no 

* property but what belonged to the French 

* republic ;' and he actually once more ordered 
the treasury of Zuric to be conveyed away. 

The transactions which now followed were Rapitut 
sp .unexpected, contradictory, and seemmgty .lid rtin- 
inconsistent with the principles of the French "" 
government, that it will be in vain as yet to 
offer any conjectures concerning them, or any 
clue to uni^vel the intrigues that prob^ly gave 
rise to them. The late rigorous letter of Rapi- 
nat was on a sudden disapproved, and declared 
void by a decree of the French, directory. He 
was himself appointed to the office of com- iiucia 
missary at Mentz, and Rudler was named to 
succeed him in Helvetia. Whether it was 
meant to allure the unsuspecting Swiss into a 
display of sentiments which might .fum^ a 
handle for ftuure severity, certain it is, thatthe 
rejoicings, not .only in the legislative bodies, 
but throughout the country, were manifest in- 
dications of the abhorrence entertained by the 
people of the oppressions and insults they had 
hitherto experiepoed j .and exfuressed tbe.san: 
guine 
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giune hapts they ent^tainod that, under tfa« 
influence of a milder administration, tbey should 
still be prcBerred from absolute aiinthiladtm. 
TliDS impreued, what mast have been thor 
terror and diunay, when, eight daya after, they 
were officially informed by general Schawem- 
burg, that Rapinat was to continne in his sta- 
tion, and that the powers vested~in lum were 
no ways dimioiabed ! Strange to relate, this re- 
instatement was now called a happy reconci- 
Uatbn. The directors Bay and Pfeifier, who 
in conacqnence of the preceding removal of the 
commissary had resumed their staticMis, nice 
more resigned, and Ochs and Dolder^* were 
reinstated by Rapinat. The senate declared its 
.satisfaction on receiving from general Schaw^ 
embuig the happy tidings that the French ^ 
rectory bad ooodnued the depositary of th«r 
authority in his former station. Ochs was in- 
stalled in the directory by the French g^nerat 
Monnier. Congratulatory speeches,*^ festn 
nls, the dischai^e of artillery, illununaticnu, 
sacoeeded ; and the peo[^, aghast and con* 
founded at the mysterious alteraticas, parKiok 

" The election of Dolder w« «ood after «Dnullc4, Bid La 
Harpe appointed in his place. 

"• Ocb» in hi< ipeecb extolled above all others the virtue 
of gntitnde, and lemtoded bii andirace of the gnat beocfitl 
B Ac Ftrach ref uUic. 

of 
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of the rejoidngs, though they knew not whence chap, 
they arose, nor what they portended. s*-v-w 

Whatever brought on these rapid changes, or 
may have been their immediate effects, it most 
be owned, that no loud complaints, or even 
feeble remonstrances, were fbr a certain interval 
heard either from the constituted authorities, 
or from the people at large : some reparations 
were even made for former injuries. Whether 
the spirit of the people had been effectually 
curbed, or whether the French government, 
unwilling to harass and perplex any longer 
a people that was now prostrate at their feet, 
inclined to lenity, we hear of no instances which 
might call for animadveraon, until the act which 
crowned alt former impressions, and which, b^ 
the extermination of a peo[de, completed the re- 
diiction of Helvetia. 

The small democratic cantons, and partica- TheUn. 
larly those of Uri and Underwaldai, had noi> nuiied. 
withstanding the losses they had sustained iA 
their late encounters, obtained terms which itU 
accorded with the system of unity or rather of 
perfect subjugation which appears throughout 
-to have been the plan of the French govern- 
ment. Nor could they puiently endure that 
the passes over Mount St. Gotbard asid through 
the Grison country, which now connected s^ 
Teial of thor dqwodent r^wbtics, Aoiild no't 
to be 
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be K^y and absolutely in their power. Never 
have they been wanting in pretences to assail a 
people, though ever so inoffenuve, whenever 
their interest or lust of power urged them to 
the attack. In the present instance, a dvic 
oath binding the whole nation to the new con- 
stitution, was proposed or rather ordained by 
the French general and commissary, who at 
the same time alleged that, as this constitutbn 
had been solemnly accepted by the legislative 
body, it became necessary to impose on each 
individual the obligation of adhering to it. 
The three small cantons on the lake of Lucem^ 
and the canton of Zug, unwilling to admit any 
closer connection with the government, the ef- 
fects of which did not appear to them in the 
least inviting, and not as yet accustomed to 
sport with the sanctity of an oath, resolutely 
refufed to comply with the ordinance. The 
general sent them a threatening message i and 
the new Helvetic directory exhorted them to 
compliance, intimating the great danger to 
which they should expose themselves, if they 
persisted in their contumacy. Schawemburg 
added to this exhortation, in his own hand^ 
writing ; ' If the people of the forest cantons 

* do not immediately comply with the above 

* requisition, I shall instantly lead the army 

* UDdef my orders into ibtt rebeUioiu distrktSy 
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^ and shall ihSict a severe and exemplary punish- chap. 

* ment on all the refractory.' 
It must affect all whose hearts are not become 

callous by the practice of revolutionary vir- 
tues, to read the artless, but surely pathetic; 
answer made by these simple shepherds. ' R&- 

* ceive, citizen general,' they said, ' from a 

* people ever true to their engagements, who 
' among thdr craggy mountains have no com- 

* fort but their religion, and their liberty, 

* whose only riches is their cattle ; receive the 

* sincere assurance that they will ever give to 

* the French republic all the proo^ of their de- 

* votedness, compatible with their liberty and 

* independence. Accept also, citizen general, 
' our solemn promise never to take up arms 

* against the Great Republic, and never to join 

* its enemies. Our lUjerty is our only blessing ; 
' nor will any thing ever induce us te grasp 

* our arms, except our duty to defend that 

* liberty!'*' 

" * Quid nobis tecum est V eaid tlie Scythian ambafladora 
vho came to deprecate the invalion of Alexander! ' nun* 
quam tcmm tuam adtigimus. Qui m, unde veniaa, li- 
cetne ignorare in vastis silvii viventibui i Kec servire uUi 
pOMumuit nee imperare deaideramui. Dona a nobis data 
auDt, ne Scytbanun gentem igooree, ju^ro bourn, ara- 
trum, & sagitta, & paten. His utimur et cum amicit, k 
xdnnui iuimicos : patera cum iisdem vinum dii« libamua. 
Iniqicoa lagitu cmioiH* hutsconiiiui petimiu.' Qiunt. 
Curt. 
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CHAP. Even now, when reduced to such small ntitn- 
\mjxj bers, had these cantons firmly united in the sop- 
pon of their common cause, and favoured as 
they were by the asperity of their country, they 
might yet have offered some check to the over 
vhelming power to which the greatest monarchs 
have been compelled to yield. But even these, 
like the rest of thar c<mfederate states, like 
the soverdgns of Europe, had ceased to act in 
concert : by degrees all declined further oppo. 
sition, except the small canton of Underwal- 
den, which was left to make a fruitless stn^gle 
that ended in extermination. Schawemburg be- 
ing apprized of their stubborn refusal, led forth 
bis bands against them. 

It is not because it comet from the ex-direc* 
tor Camot, who were he now in office would 
doubtless hold a language diametrically oppo- 
«te, but because it has all the appearance of 
being a faithful represoitation of the ^irit 
which animated the French rulers, that we 
trespass upon our readers with the following 
extract. * The system of the directory is not 

* equivocal for those who carefully observe its 

* proceedkigs. It is to astaMish the aati<»ial 

Curt. lib. I. vii. c. 7 . Tlie retder, 1^0 will perbapi be 
•trade wkh the iciwiAlmce in language sod tpirit, between 
dm aMnu and that of tbe Sliterate •hephcrdi of the A^ 
vill, wctrMt, BotUMWtbBiMeitiea 

power, 
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• power, less upon the real grandeur of the re- chap. 
' public, than upon the debilit}' and. final ruin w'-v^ 
' of its neighbours : to engage them one by 

' one ; to treat them as friends> as long as it is 

* expedient to paral^jzc th^m, or to derive some 
- succour from them ; and when tbe momentiB 
'-arrived for crushing them, their fertile genius 
' is n^e^ at a loss for pretences to realize, re- 
' ^pecting them, the fable of the vrolf and the 
^Urnb. Of this, its-conduct towards the small 
''radons- of Swisscvland is a glaring instance. 

* It'Vfiis'^ao- longer the Bernese oligarchy ; it 
'- Was; »w. longer those gainst whom thpj had 
^stuth hi^aly charges to allege, namely, those 
■*'whohad a store of thirty millions and amag- 
f nificent arsenal ; it was the very children of 
'-William Tell, democrates, poor, scarcely con- 
' neeted with their U8ighboure. No matter; 

'* they imist be revolutionized ; and hence the 
' liberty'which faadafforded them five centuries 
' of hiappiness, that liberty which had long been 
' the - envy of the French, is no longer the U- 

• berty that becomes them. The alternative of 
' a new constitution, or deatb, is oflfered them. 
' The constitution which they thought less de- 
' mocratic than their own, they reject. They 
' niiist therefore be slaughtered ; for it is clear 
' that nothing but intrigue and fanaticism can 
' induce them to decline this pledge of their 

TOL. m. B D ' futura 
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CHAP, 'fiiiure felicity. To kill them is the best lopsm 
' ' to prevent their being; any longer milled by 
' intriguers and priests. And yet this haodful 
' of simple sbepherdsj who for three hundred 
' ^ars have .experienced no faostility^ dares to 
' Resist. Their republican blood is mingled 
' with that of French republicans, not to de- 
'fendjoiatly the sacred rights ofmeB,bHt:to 
' exterminate each other. Impious war,' ^c.*^ 
''. We cannot surely be taxed with p{irtiality:Or 
exaggeration^ if in relating this traosa^itioib &>i 
which the reader ^U please to ^nd a pioper 
epithet, -we transcribe the account givea by the 
French general himstlf pf bis acbicTeioesls- 
On the ninth of &epteii)ber, at six in the even- 
ing, he writes to the Helvetic directory : ' You 
' will learn w ith pleaaorcj citizens directors, ikst 
' victory continues faithful to the repuWiwws. 
' W«haVe taken pessessioo ^tfae dwtriet of 

* ^aiu^ after a combat which lasted tromfi^'e 
' in; the morning 4o this moment. . All that af: 
' flicts me is that this day could, not be termi- 

* nated without all the consequences that eaflat • 
f attend so severe a conflict; fbr it has coat 
' abundance of Wteod^heji. But tli^j/ were 
' rebels whom U was neces^arif to si^ue.-r 
'Health and . respec*. — Schawembiwg.' ft 

^ Af^Dgy of GafDot, written by hisself. 
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aeems tlren that it was" aa act of relienioD in chak 
these unfortunate men, to wish to preserve, -^-v-wi 
among their native rocka^ the cradle of liberty, 
an independence asserted by a series of heroic 
deeds, and handed down through many centu- 
ries to the present hapless generation ; an in- , 
dependence which never nought to obtrude it- 
self upon others, but which w.as tbe pride, and 
constituted the chief happiness, of a brave, 
industrious, benevolent .race/wbich, while it 
asserted its own rights,. neveS laolested a neigh-' 
bouf, nor caused a tear to flow from the eye" 
of innocence. 

On the tenth of September the general wrote 
more fijlly to general Jordy, commandant at 
Strasburg. ' Yoo will learo with pleasure, my 
' dear general, that we have defeated the rebels 
' who had assembled in great numbers in the 

* district of Stanz, where they had raised for- 
' midabie ramparts. I could succeed no other 

* way to envelope them- than by sending round 
' a column through the Oberwald. On the 
' twenty-sfecond Fructidor, I bad secured the 

' height iJfMergesweil, As soon as all was ar- sept- ». 
' ranged for acting in concert, I directed, on 
' the twenty-third -at day-break, the generals Sept. a 
' Mainoni and MuUer, to fall into the valley of 
' Staaz> and attack tbe eAtrenchmeats. No 

* cooper bad these been carried by the bayonet, 

p ^ * thau 
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CHAP. ' than I ordered the infaQti-y to embark on thi; 
' lake, and to invest Stanz in the rear, which 
' place was accordingly cannonaded on all sides 

* with the greatest vigonr. At six in the even- 
' ing we were perfect masters of this unhappy 
' country, the greatest part of which was pil- 

* laged. The fury of the soldiers could not be' 
' restrainedj fot ra&ay <pf them had been taken 
'by siirprlsc and m^sacred. \Ve have siif- 
' fared greatly, which could not be avoided, 
' considering the incredible obstinacy of tiese 

* men, whose audacity bordered »ppn rage. 
' Several priesfs, and unfortunately also inanj 

* women, were cut to pieces. In a word, all iM 

* lore arms was fut to the sxoord. We had 
' about three hiiridred and fifty wounded. 
' This wa:i the vvainiest conflict I evei cxpe- 

* rioHccd. Our enemies fought with iron 
' wedges, w itii fragments of rocks : in short all 
\ imaginable mcaiis were used to destroy each 
' other. A great number of the inhabitants of 
' tliifef cnt cantons were witnesses of this fierce 
' action ■ tlieir coilnteoances drooped as we ad- 

* yanced. The whole distritt of Underwaldett 
' is now sutidued. The papers we have m 
' hand prove, tlip-t if we had not crushed these 
' infatuated men, the insurrection would in a 
'short time have become general. The Hcl- 
' vetic directory has dcmaaded of ine a miUtBi'y 

' commission^ 

.n,gNjP(JNG0()»^lt: 



The ntLTETic coHfed^racy. 405 

* coihtmssion. If your governmeDt consents to cha?. 

* itj Hie principal agitators will meet with their ut-^^ 
' condigtj piraishmeDt. We have taken twelve 

' tadnon, .sit eolourg, besides the armE of many 

* individuals. Delpoint, the chief of brigade, 

* has been woQnded in the rigkt arm. We have 
' lost several officers.' 

Tbe following additional particulars are ac- 
curately transcribed firom the narratives g^veti 
by persons, who must bave written and pub- 
lished under the sanction of the French go- 
verniaent." ' Underwalden gave birth to Ar- 
' Bold of Melchthal, one of tbe three heroes 
' who, on the seventh of November, one thou- 
' sand three hundred.aiul seven, first raised the 
' standard of liberty, and drove out the Austrian 
' tyraats. From that day this liberty, and a 
- ' per&ct equality of conditions^ were the fun- 
' damental principles of its popular govern- 
' ment, and of the ancient eonstitution, in de- 
' fence of wiiich, the present generation have 

* once more abundantly bled. It is' then only 
' in compliance, with recent usage, which as- 
' cribes the name-of republicans exclusively to' 
' the French armies, that general Scbawemburg 

* says, that victorif has cantinued true to tkere- 
'■ * publicans. According to private tetter^; he 

" Le/deu Gazette. Anno 1796. No. XL. and XLI. 

' caused' 
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CHAP, 'caused the Jnsurgeots to be attacked at &e 
v^-v^^ ' some time on two sides : they dc&nd^thm- 
, ' Belves with aa incredible ohstiDacy. T)k non- 
' ber of those who felt are eatiBiaied at about 
' fifteen fauodred. The tuwaof Staoz hzilbeen 
' burnt; aod the ioiabitaats viho ha.ie not 
' perished in the^attlc or in the derastatiou, 
' are reduced to the most deplorobhi maeiy. 
' Id Slanz, only sixteen hDuses,arebftstiuidii^. 
' It was a large, handflone^ pleaeant, .weU buiK 
' burgh, full «f puMic and pri%'^ci edi£cei, 

* well worthyofuotuJe, all which are nowoao- 
' verted into blazing ruins, steeped in the g«re 
' of their iWnera. The fenr Af tiibse uc^ppy 
' owBers who survired t&fccsrnage' fltd'into the 
' higher Alps, wfaithef tbey had>p'tevioiislyseiil 
'their wo<aei>, j;faildten, asdsoiiK of^^lfceirTa- 
' luable efiitcts. Notiiing so faonnridalrit^ cb- 
'ptinate conib^t. ;Men of all qgeK,-.wci 

' ' andeven childreD,:foiiglU without orde^,willl- 
' outiU>leor ezperieBTifdi:hic&, against a&osl 
' of welt disi:ipliiied.tnoops,suppofted'bya'nii- 
' merous artillery. The-Hfebtion lasted tiurteen 
' hours witiioat.int^nqtaEibn, and with a nge 

* of which fiien is seAfddly any eian^Ie. No 
'one endowed with sensibility font must bsieot 
' the accumulated erils that aMci thia t)ai«BPT 
' country, so worthy of abetter fate.' 

Such are the outlines of the traanctions oi 
II thii 
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(his unhappy day as related bj tlie tonqlierors chai'. 
theraseiVea. The wretched victims, at once (,«^v<>^ 
oppressed, and at no time iaclined to extof 
their own actions,- have given us no detail to 
raise the dpinion of the valour and constancy 
they displayed in the midst of this carnage and 
desolation, and to call forth the indignation of 
posterity. Were all the particulars, the heroic 
exertions, the cruelties, and deep distresses of 
this awful day, accurately recorded, what sub- 
jects might they not afford forthe tragic Muse ? 
But such is the rapid progress of de^adation, 
when a people is once subdued, that even the 
new erected Helvetic assembly of this now hu- . 
miliated country, so far from priding themselves 
in this last instance of patriotic virtue, unani- 
mously decreed that the army, which, unpro- 
voked, had slaughtered fifteen hundred of their 
brave countrymen, the immediate descendents 
of the founders <^ their former liberty, had de- 
served well of the Helvetic nation ! *! 

^ According to the most recent intelligence, the suffer-r - 1 

ings of the Helvetic, and especially the Alpine nations, are 
now (Jan. 1800) arrived at a pitch that baiEes all descrip- 
tion. No sooner had Massena, in September last, driven 
the Austrians and Russians beyond the Rhine, than he de- 
manded a loan of upwards of two millions of florins from 
the cities of Basle, Zuric, and St. Gatlen, which, if not'paid 
within two days, he declared should be raised by military 
•xecutioQ. Although' the Helvetic dkectory (the deluded 
ptomcter* 
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It will no doubt excite the indigaatioa of 
' mca of irritable tempers, to hear republicaa 

promoters of tlie re\'<>hition) loudly exclaimed against this 
oppressive requisition, yet the general persisted ; and the 
French directory, to whom a pathetic appeal was made, de- 
terminetl ia fa^oorof the eslcrtion. llie absolute impossi- 
bili^ of collecting the whole amount, it was at len^ih found 
necesMry to admit as a sofGcieiit plea lor a moderate abale- 
BiCDt. In less than two months (October and November, 
1799) the peoplfl, who had already been exhausted by tl.e 
contending armies, were corappUed to supply tlie French 
inratien with n|>wank of 4000 oxen, 30,000 quintals of corn, 
IdO/X»quinul(of hay, 100,000 tatJons of bread, 25,00O 
quarts of wine, and many other articles, which being the 
priodpal part of their winter stores, they could not forego 
withoat a cert^ puipect of a famine. This wretched 
people had moreover (o provide for the hospitals, to perforia 
all the transport service, and to gratify the rapacity of many 
subordinate agents : and their murmurs were hushed by the 
tanntbig pretence that this was but a due return for the 
liberty and ndependetice the Republican araues had con- 
terced-on them. 

These calamities, however disastrous, bear yet but^ sinall 
proportion to tlie misery' experienced by the innocent people 
of the forest cantons andthe upper Valals, who, though 
never in affluence, lived yet peac«fiilly and hf^ily among 
heir rocks, lakes, and torrents ; and asked for uoibing but 
tp be left in the tranquil enjoyment of their contented me- 
diocrity. The few cattle that were spared by the hostile 
armies, they were obliged to kill for want of forage. The 
flourishing town of Stan/, W3s wholly demolished : at Altorf, 
«'hich took fire by accidait, only one house was left stand- 
ing; and the whole country is now a scene of desolation and 
uTetcbedness. The bulk of the nation, true to the oath 
taken 
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phUaotbropwU coolly tdvance that evils Hkc chaf. 
tliese, afflicting! as they are, ate yet the aeces- ■.^-v^jr 
sary conjiequcQces of a reform of government, 
Hfld will ill the end prove beneficial totlie pos- 
terity of the. victims who now su^rfrom 
tbera.'" This indeed is transcendent virtut'^ 

taken by their ancestors at Rutli, liare be;n extemiinatei 
'in the various encountere, in which they displayed tliear 
wonted courage, but were repeatedly deserted by thm 
powertiil allies, and overwhelmed by Bumbcra. The fev 
wretched iim'j vers bare lately'been seen, scattered lilcecha£' 
before the wJnJ, along ihe frontiers of the coiiotry, witliout • 
any guide but terror and dismay, and without any sustenance 
but the scanty supply afforded them by the compassionate 
who ate themselves nearly deprived of their all : aged fathers, 
with their femisbed progeoj', to whom they Lave no bread 
to give ; widows (fewer in nuniber, for luofit of the women 
perished in the conflicts) bewailing the loss of husbands, 
children, friends ; swarms of half-naked orphans exposed on. 
the snow, or roaming in search of their slaughtered parente. 
ITiiK picture is not eKaggcroted, lor it i-; chiefly gathered 
from cepoits pHblished under the sanction of the Frcodt 
govamment, and by the ignominious Helvetic directoiy. 
(I,e>-d. Gaz. Oct. 29. Nov. 13, Dec. 3 and 24, 1799; and 
Jan. 3 and 7i ISOO.) After such atrocious crimes, and sudi 
. unmerited sufferings, can there be a doubt of a fiiture n;- 
tribution ? 

^ A graw author, wkoip we have in general widied to 
follow in the present narrative, observes with frigid apaiJy, 
that 'tlie Swiss, amid tlicir sufferings, forgot tliat great revo- 

• lutions are always sacrifices which the present generatToa 

* makes for the felicity of future ones.' Posselu Europ. Aixd. 
anno 1798. No. VI. p. 213, 

and 
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CHAP, utd menpoiricssed.af itronstnotbeMntradict^ 
, ed; the Bublimilj of tiieir seatiment, being att 
srgaroeot they will neTer reliaquid. Those 
•f more moderate perfection, liowev«r, but 
irboee plans are more likel; to be ixvAj bene£^ 
eial. will probably raaintaia; that tbe most ef- 
fectual mode of providing for the prosperity of 
future generations, is for good and wise men to 
co-operate in promotic^ tbe tranquillity and 
bappiness of the present. The Swiss^ moreover, 
tnight well resist all innoTation, since they felt, 
and the bulk of the nation gratefully ackuow- 
ledged, that with all the imperfections iu their 
governments, they were still the freest and hap- 
piest people upon earth ; and were fully per- 
suaded that DO revolutionary emendations, 
much less a total overthrow of their former 
polity, could in any respect improve the con- 
tlitioo of their progeny, for whose real advas- 
tage they have more than once shewn how 
ready they were to shed their blood. 

The Grisons remained still unsubdued. These 
hardiest of the Alpine tribes had been abun- 
dantly practised upon by agitators, who at one 
time bad actually succeeded to displace the 
legal magistrates, and to introduce a national 
convention, one of whose first steps was, on fri- 
volous pretences, to seize the property of.indi- 
tiduals, and compel several of them to quit the 
country. 
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ctmotiy. Tlus, towerer, was Dot of long du*- chaz. 
ratioa: the aiiti--Fevolutioaery partj, wfaeatbc 
dism^DbenBent of tt)e VslteUDe was d^cfoed 
by Bonaparte, recorered' its uceadiooy, re- 
stored the 'foTDoei' raflgtvfiracy, aod eren- oM»- 
^kd FtiM-est Guyot, the French resident^ aofl 
a Dumberof hifi-'niho>dina.te agents, to eTL«iiate 
-^ cmmtry; Sdta^ieaiburg «xclftimed loudly 
at the atrocity- ef thil }IM^6ceediDg ; marched a 
force towanh ithe fraatien, and menaced to 
:spTead dBnacAadoaamo^ these bare reclu and 
hoanty vi^es. .The .people afiseiabled iBums. 
and repelled hia jirst atteeciptt; but their ^- 
vernment, awed by the example of the wretched 
Underwalders,'and by no means 'Confident of 
unanimity among themselves, had recourse to a 
mcasare which, a few months before, would 
have filled the nation with horror. They called 
in an Austrian army ! The calamities that have 
since afflicted this devoted country are now be- 
come foreign to the confederacy, and hence no 
longer fdrm a part of the present history. The 
conflict has since been between foreign powers; 
and their pleasure will probably decide tlie 
fate of a people which, as a state, never yet ac- 
Icnowledged a superior, except the Sovereiga 
Lord of all. 

Thus ended this confederacy, the victim of a CoaduuMi. 
perfidious enemy, of an ill-timed moderation, 

of 
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CHAP, of the upiriog views of some of its smbitiom 
• SODS, and above all, of the want of unanimity 
among its rulers. It is possible, and the faope 
must not be altogether relinquished, Uiat the 
nation will still recover its indepeodeoce ; but 
the ancient confederacy, it may be apprehendr 
edi has now vanished for ever. The new free 
constitution ( for SwiBserluid must have a free 
constitution, unless the people is to degenerate 
into a horde of lawless ruffians) will, most pro- 
bably, bare a diff^ent form from that which 
ba» now been abolished. May it be productive 
of as many blesiingi ! 
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.. [Tli^ ,f«llp;vi|)$ Veatise, refened to in the aTaove histoiT;* 
(^Tf>!.,i. p.''6$, a;id ti. p. 3p) baving hitherto appeared only 
ip- th« Philosophical Tranjactiop^ a publiptioa which i» not 
in tlie hands orio^D)', th^ editor, having, previously obtain-, 
ed the j^rinisslon of the president and (rouncil of the Roya} 
Society.'has here reprinted it, not doubting that the perusal 
of it will gratify many readers of this work, not only as it 
relates' to the history they liave been contemplating, but 
£so as it points out the first step of the transition from the 
fificient to the- modern languages.] 

jiii Account of Ote ItoinnnsH Language. Bj/ Joieph 
Pian'ta,-Esq. F. R.'S. In a Letter to Sir Joktt 
Pringle, Bart. '/». ^. S- . , . 



Sih, 

TRE BiWe lately presented fo the Royal So- 
eiety by Ooont deSalia, being's version into a lan- 
guage as little attended to in tliis country, as it may 
i^ppear curious to %hoae 'who take pleas^vein pliilolo- 
gical inquiries ; I embrace this opportunity to cotn- 
niunicatetoyou, and, with yonr 'approbation, to the 
Society, all that I have been able to C9llect concerning 
Jts bistory and present state. 

[phis language is called Homamht and is now 
spoken 
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■pokcn tn tbe most mountainous parts of the eoimtTT' 
of the Grisons, near the sources of the Rhine and the 
Inn. It cotisi^tsof two maindialecU; which, though 
partaking both Sf tl)e ffiota gttie^l Aame, di^r 
bowcvcr so widely as to constitute in a manner tw» 
distinct languages. Book^ ^g printed in both of 
(hem ; and each, Ihoufrb it be universally understood 
in its t^pectire district, jk'J^ eub-d4\-id47d iMo AlrAckt 
a» miiny secoiwlary dialetftsi as thert arc villages 'lik 
*Il!c!i it is spofcett ; *hi*h dHRft-, ft(y*eVbr, 'ijiii litite 
except iti the piioiiUncip.tfdn. Om alC^ tnain dia- 
fects, which is"sptik^n in tlie l^n^adiiie, a valley ex-, 
tending from the source of the Inn to the frouiicrs of 
Hie Tyrolcie, is by the inliablfajils C9ll^d Ladin. It 
admits pf some variation, even in tbchogjis, according 
as they arp printed citlier in tlie upper or the low^ 
part of this province. The abovementioncd Bible is 
in the dialect of the l(>wer Engadine ; whjph, how- 
crfrj is ^rfecJly iiJTd<;rstoottJn4l)euppii^parjlafthat 
province, where tBey use no oticr version. The otjicr 
dialect, which is (he language oftbeGrey, or Upper 
Leaj^iie, is disiinguished from the former by llie name 
of CiiJover ;* and I must here observe, (hat in the 
very centre, and most inaccessible par(^ of thi; latter 
cUstrict,,there are^meviUa^siOiatddih ths narroir 
y;»Ut'yK, failed IiWJ)waId^ 'Ce{»ilta,i fto. iii ithich a 
third huiguago is. spoken^ looiteifimjHar to the Germnit 
Ihqn tod,thf«' of lhedb«Y«>id»md} ahhougb they im 

■f This iiiralAer^||tri^_i4] ;i^p(C^ but yie dialect hMnoolheT 
lijstir.t-uve ap[)ellaliph. , . . ■ 

■■'fTst'riiidi/Iliiaif.'^iies^rip.' p? 43.' Mekis Topogr. Hell 

»ct.p.H ■ ^_ _^ ■;-■'«;;■■ ■'■'" 
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V^Ji^et ,^tigacfm, ))0[ Imve- any great inlercovuss 
:>ritli tlicpifrts wherethe German is ased- ., 

■ It bci^g !ifipo&pil>le to form any idea pf tbeori^in . 
and mogfess.pCa language, wilhout atteixjuigit^ ibs 
leyqfu^ions that n^ay have cpntribuled to ils furin^tjon 
and ^ifb^uent yahatiou^; and this, tiein^ J^rticu- 
Ifrlyi^h^igase ijj tie present instance, ;\vliprein no 
^[i^f of doQi^ments, is extent to guide us, in onrrc' 
Beapches; I;,slian tffieflj; Tccapitulate Uie principal 
events, which may Uave affected ,tto language of the 
Grisoflj,^ I find them related ^iyaiitlioa-sofapp;pvo4 
veracity,* . , 

Ambigafns, the first king of the Celtic Gaul upon 
fpcord,, whot about 40Dj years before Christj go- 
verned all the country situated l)etween the Alps' and 
the Pyreiiffian jniiuntains. sent oiit two formidable ar- 
mies under the command, of one of his nephews ; 
one o^ whom, named SegovJsius, forced his way 
into the heart of .Germany ^ and tbe otlier, Bello? 
visius, having passed the Alps, penetrated into Italj 
AS far as the settlements of the Tuscans, ^thichatthat 
time extended over the greatest part of the country 
now called Lombardy. These, and several other 
swarms of invaders whom tbesucce$^ of the former 



' * Sprecber, Sjinkr, Tscbiidi, Schpuchger. Campell's Chro- 
nidp is looked upon as the most aQthentit and circumstantial; 
but there being only a few mauuscript copies of it extant ia 
tli'e "hands of- private persons in the Grisons, I haVe not beeu 
able to avail myself of his re^^arc(ies. Guller aiid Stuuipfiui 
might also have furnished some npaleri^ bformalion ; but 
neither of them have I had an ppportunily of inspecting, 

t I-iv.lib.v.c. 34. 

J OtherauthonplacetliereigiioftUiS king ISO years earlier, 
■oon^ 



N Google 



4 Iff APPEHDIX. 

KMMi iifler ottrafled, hnring totallj' sttbdoecl thsl^ 
coontry, buiit Milan, Vc-rona, Brescia, and sereraf 
«ther considerable towns, and governed with sncb 
^jrannic «way, CTppcially over the itobiKty, ■wliose 
ilrhcs (Iwy eorrtei) and sought by erery moans to 
fxfort fiosu them, that most of the principnl £innltfs, 
joinmj^ nndcr' tbc conduct of HBetns,* one' oP4he 
most (lislmguished personaijci among Iheni, retirfd 
with tliefksL part rtf their dfccts and altetidants amdiig- 
fhcsteepeatmoiibtabis oTlhp Alps, near tfie sonrcei' 
irfth* Rhine, into the district *bich is now callfdtiie 
tTrcy Li'n^nc. 

The molivo of their flight, their ciVil dcportmpnt, 
»n^ pcfhaps more •'o, the Vealth they brought witli 
ibem, prornred them a fa'v6iinil)le reception from ih? 
or^o;iitnl inhaljitaatH of tlia^ inhospitable region, wlio 
are montiijneil by autho'rst'as,I)eing a Celtic nation, 
ftWloiisIy conjectored fn>m their name X"«mwt lo 
fcipfeecntefttlicreby Hfhjuics in hisexpcdilion inio 
Spam. " ' / ■"■■-■■ 

flib hew adventurers had no sooner cltmbcd' oVer 
(hehigticit precipices, but thinking fticmiolvcs 'sccatt 
ftom the pursuits of their tapacioiis l^ncmies, flu/ 
fixed in a -VaTIey which^ from Us great ■fcrtiliij in 
comparison of the cpuntrj- they had just passed, tbey 
cafiM Romestica.^ T^cy intenalxed with (he old 
■tih^ibilaiils, and built some 'towns 'i^nd manj casll«j 
Tiliose prc^nt nam<^.j fnapifesfly ^?g^ tUr^r 

' •Plin. ni..iil.c. 5.. Ju'tin.fjb. xx.c. 5.: 
t Ct!.Ter. Ital. Anlia. lib. i". c.' l4: 
J A s{j'_riousderivatibnfrortiihe verliXiii-s: 
5 Probably by them ptpnounced Tomliaacti, the name it pW 
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brlgin.* They soon after spread all over the couil- 
Iry, which took the name of Rbeetia from that of their 
leader ; and introduced a forna of govarament similar 
fo their 6v/a, of nhich there ai^ evident traces at this 
daj, especially in the administratioil of justice ; ia 
-vhicha Laertes or president, now called laadammaa 
or ministrtil, together with twelve LucuiAonesf ox ju- 
rors, determine all causes, both civil and criininal::^ 
And Livy,^ although he erroneously pretends thai; 
they retained none of their ancient customs^ yet al- 
lows that they continued the use of their langua^, 
thoi^;h somewhat adulterated hyamixtu^witfa that 
of the Aborigines; 

I must here interrupt the thread df Hiis naAnitioa 
by observing, that the only way to account fortbe 
present use of a different language in (he cehtie'and 
most craggy parts of the Grey League^ is by allowing 
that the Tuscans, who, from the delicacy of thek 
constitutions and habits, were little able, and less 
-inclined, to encounter the hardships of so severer ' 
climate and so barren a soil, never attempted td ma 
with the original and more sturdy inhabitants of that 
lis&vdured spot ; but left them and their langua^, 

* Ttais (Tuscia) in4 in Italian totana, the priiiCi(ia1 ^\tc9 ; 
^bealta (Rhetia alta); Rheatnbs (Bhetia anipla); RhtauHZ 
(Hhetia ima) ; and above twelve other oa^es, the remaina of 
which are now to be seen in the vaU^ Tomiliatai. 

*f- In some commuDitiet there are fourteen jurors besides the 
Landaoiman. 

t Sen. ID £neid. Ub. viii, 65. lib. x. 303. Sprech. Fall. • 
, Hhxt p. 9. Sinil. a«p. Helv. p. 331^ed. 1735. 

I liv. Ub. V. c. 33k 

TOL. III. ■ B whicli 
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--.:-=■ z^jTz^ z^ nsr of the civil wii^ 
«-■:-=. juKTT leigm, intetm «■■ 
B- i^'sjT jrt^.-n^ tonook the ha&m 
T»=j. aai- T^mrvd (anpeacefideajoynn^ 
.fxr~ «^x ic'i^ ihe islands irhcfv YamK 
Sk iBL BBi" soptkiBountainst^tkrGn- 
T' zr— -iig-fy ^ £Bd ikeii reGideme la tk 
ft. asC flolj- from the lestimoBie 
« .i^^v!^^ ;i;r lini inaLzbcmuaes of several plan 
^K —I III voudL Joe •»!{■% of Roman derii» 

""k iii'ib'ij mm ^m iMip^iiiitii fimnd in tbat jrfM 
« 'onp? cMiis ■■( &■■ be a mixtoie of the Tusob 
^t ■!_ M ' 'p—" : aad the two languages viak 
m0^ f*^ -^ wm*— Bust, at the very fint, hat 
aaLSHK-i&Lxj; as tfce Tuscan, which defired in* 
■MHK^ *>.na tkt Giec^ is known to have hada 
0mti soaar ia Ak fixmatkni of the Roman. Btif v 
j^fc ^ i wnlT dta uw d, that the more polished people 
iHl>iA^-it» %m aatiTC tongiM wbereret they go to rt- 
wit »aBT Biwrwiriahir Bumbors^ the srrtval of that 

•^SfutA-^tH. Ucr.Lc. 

»■ i^ v'-tir iM^^cfbipf the rulgar Boman frfrraM expreaiif 
Jts'^fK'v ttai. TWi«ai«eUKi etjmolagiee, but all equUf 
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saccessive colonies must gradually have produced A 
considerable change in the language of the country 
in whicli Ihey settled ; * and thk change gave rise to 
the dialect since called Ladio, probably from the 
name of the molher country of its principal authors, t 
Although the name of Romansh, which the whole 
laaguage bears, seems (o be a bad^- of Roman servi- 
tude, yet the conquest of that nation, if ever efiectcd, 
, xould not have produced a great alteration in a lan- 
guage which must already have been so simikr t» 
their own ; and its general name may as well be at- 
tributed to the pacific as to the hostile- Uomans;. 
But when we consider that a coalition of the two 
main dialects, which differ bo far as not to be recipro- 
. cally understood, must have been the inevitable con- 
sequence of a total reduction ; and that such a coalt- 
tion b known never to hate taken place, we may lay 
the greater stress upon the many passages of ancieiA 
authors,^ in which it is implied that the boasted vio- 

* Sprech. p. la 

f A parallel instance of the formation of a language by So- 
man colonies is tJie idiom of Moldavia; wliich, accorcUiig to 
Prince Cuitemer's account of that count rj, has rtill many traces 
of its Latin origin, and which, though enarafteil upon the Da- 
eian, and since upon the Sclavonian dialects of the Celtic, \oacy 
Btill be considered as a sister language to tbat 1 ain here treat- 

I VidereRbietiiiellaiai Alpibu» 
Drusum gerentem et Vindelicr, HoR. lib. 4. Od. ir, 

" inunanesque Rlixtc^ 

Auapiciia repuiit secundis. Ibid. Od. xiv. 

Fuiidat ab eittremu flavos aquikme Suevos 
Albis, et indojniium Bkeni Caput. Luc. lib. ii. 52. , 

., Khenumque minacem 

Conibua infractis. Claud. Laud, StJlicb. lib. i. 220. 

E £ S tories 
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totiespf the Romans over the Rhseti, foi'which putitlc 
honours had been decreed to L. Munatus, M. Ah> 
thony, Drusus, and Augustus, amounted to no ni<He 
Ihui frequent repulses of those hardy people <ili(o 
tlieir mountains; out of which their want of sufficient 
room and sustenance, (which in onr daysdrives con* 
eiderable numbers into the services of foreign powers) 
compelled them at times to make desperateexcuTsiom 
ill quest of necessaries > And we may also from these 
coHecfed authoiltios be induced to give the greater 
credit to the commentator of Lucan,* and to (he 
modern historiansit who positively assert, that the 
people living near the sources of the Rhitie and (he Inn 
were never totally subdued by the Roman arms; but 
Dnly repelled in their attempts to harass their ndgh- 
boure. 

This whole, country, however, from its central s^ 
tuation, could not but be annumerated to one of tbe 
provinces of the empire ; and accordingly we find 
that Rh^tia itself (which by the accounts of ancient 
geographersj appears to have extended its limits be- 
yond the lake of Constance, Augsburg, and Trent, 
towards Germany, and to Como and Verona towards 
Italy) was formed into a Roman province, governed 
by a pro-consul or procurator, who resided at Augs- 
burg; and that when in the year 119, the Emperor 
Adrian divided it into Rhslia prima and secunda, the 
governor of the former, in which the country I am 
now speaking of must have been comprized, took np 

• Horten. in Lucan, p. 163. «dit. 1578. fol. 

t Sprech. p. 18. &c. 

X Strabo, lib. IV. sub. fin. Cluver. ItaUvet, lib, I. c 16- 
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Bts TCsidencc in two castles sittiated where Coire now 
stands, whilst the other continued his seat at Augs- 
burg. But notwithstanding these appearances, no 
trace or monument of Roman servitude is to be met 
with in this district, except the ambiguous name of 
one mountain,* situated on the skirts of these high^ 
lands, and goierally thought to have been the nonp/uj 
Mllra of the Roman arms on the Italian side. 

From the difficulty those persevering veterans ex- 
perienced in keeping this stubborn i>eople in awe, I 
neail toinfbr that such strenuous asserlersoftheir in- 
dependence, whom the flattering pens of Ovid and 
Horace represent as formidable even to Augustus, 
and pieferring death to the loss of their liberlies,f fa- 
voured by the natural strength and indigence of tlieir 
country, were not very likely to be sil tar subdued by 
any foreign ^wer inferior to the Roman, as to suffer 
any considerable revolution in their customs and lan- 
guage: for as toUie irruptions of the Goths, Vandals, 
and Jjombards, .in the iifth and sixth centuries, be- 
sides, a profound sile ICC in hisiory concerning any 
successful attempt of those barbarians upon this spot, 
it is scarce Credible, that any of them should have 
cither wished or endeavoured to settle in a country, 
perhaps far less Hospitable than that which they had 
^ust forsaken, especially after they had opened to 
themselves a way into the tbrtilc plains of Lombardy. 
Sqm« i>tre8S.mus^t be- laid upon, this inference, a* 

• Julian Motu, Svlteuchzer fter. Aip. p. H4. 
t fiii^ticaiumcpraibenlThraciaiiiieaiTiiaiftttutn. 

Oyip. Trisi. lilj. ii. 226. 
Pevota morti p«etoia,tiberx,, Hon. 4. lib. Ud. xiv. 

J , the 
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the history of what befellliis country ader tbedeetlae 
of the Roman empire is so intimittely blended with 
that of Suabia, the Tyrolese, and the lou-er pacts of 
the Grisons, which are known to hare fallen to the 
dare of the rising power of UieFraoks, that nirihin^ 
positive can be drawn from authors as to Ibe interiw 
•tale of this small tract. The victor; gained in the 
year 496 near Cologii, bj Ctovis I, king of the 
Franks, ova the Alemanni, who had wrested from the 
Komaos all the dominions on the oorUiefa side of the 
Alps ; and the defeat of both Romans and Goths in 
Italy, in the year 549, by the treacherous arms <^ 
Tbeodebol king of Austrasia, whose dominions soon 
after devolved to the crown of France, necessarily 
gave the aspiring Merovingian race a great ascendency 
. over all the countries surrounding the Grisons ; and 
sccorduigly we find, that this district^so was socm 
after, without any militaiy effort, considered as part 
of the dominions of the revivii^ western empire. 
But it does not appear that those raonarehs ever made 
any other use ofiheir supremacy in these parts than, 
agreeably to thefeudal system which they intrwluced, 
to constitute dukes, earb, pvesidents, and bailiUs, 
over Rhfetia ; to grant out tenures upon (he asual 
feudal terms ) and consequently to levy forpes ia 
moit of their military expeditions. 

It must, however, be observed, tbat these feudal 
■ab^tutes were seldom, if ever, stTaagers i tboso' 
who are upon record to the latter end of the eighth 
century, having all been chosen from among the no- 
bility of the country.* And that no foreign gant- 

* Sprech. p. »— 5i. . ■ - 
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eons were ever maintaioed. far any coiUratiance oC- 
time in these parts, appears fiom a eirotuastitDce te-': 
lated hy their annalists ;* wbo sa;, that ao inrc>ad 
of the Huns in 670, when external iurce$ would prb- 
babty have been very acceptable to tbe natives, WM: 
repulsed merely bj a conconrse of the inhabitants. - 

Hiatory continues to Airniah ua with proofs of lb« 
little connexion this people had with oth^'ngtiaas iit. 
their domestic affiurs, ncAwithstiuiding tteir depcn- 
dance upon a fiireiga power. In the ye^ 780, ^h^ 
Bishop of Coire, who by thecoi^tttutioQ«£libattee(:a4 
only be a oatire.t obtained fipairCharlenUiJiii, header 
many considerable hooours and- {»ivtI^fS in tk^m/Hi 
piFe,agraDt of I he supreme authority in tbia epuo^y , 
by the investiture of the oSce of beredkacfspjKaidaii 
or bailiff over bQ Rhfetia. Hia sucoeaso^ u^t^W^ 
flojoyed this prerogative to the oxtinctioa of the^Citf-' 
lovingian face of emperors in 611 ; bat teoav^ 
accamuiated ^rouii from other succeeding menudsji' 
as the bigoted devotion of those times or motires of 
intercri piorapted them, ^d so far did tJheilr muni- 
ficence gradually extend, that the sole property of 
me of the iluee leagues j: was at one time vmle^^ i^ 
the hands of the biehop. , 

This prelate and tbe nobh^j-^tbe :great««l part of 
whom became his retainer, availed theniselves, Mk^ 

* Sprech, p. 58. 

+ This privilege has at times heen waved; but never without 
lome plausible preteiiSe, Sad a formal Tescript a-. know) edging 
the excluiive- right. 

X The League Cadea, or of the Hotue t^f God, so called &ma 
the cathedral of the bisbeprlc of Coire^ which ia gitualed iit its 
capital. > 

«n 
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•II the German prince*, df the c nfusion, dtmidni;^ 
and int«rreigns «hich Irequendy (listracted the em-> 
pire in tbe succeeding centuries, in order (o cEtablish 
a finn and unlimited aulbority uf their own. Hence-. 
forth the annals of this country furnish ns with little 
ino% than catalogues of the bi^ihops and dukes, wha 
were still, at times, nominated by the emperQTs ; and 
pf the domains granted out hy them to different 
indigenal« families; with accounts <^ the atrocious 
Cruelties exercised bj these lords over their vassals ; 
and with anecdotes of the prowess of the native^ in se^ 
yeral expeditious into Italy and Falfstiue, in which 
tfiey riiU Tolnntarily aooorapanied the empeturs. 
. ' The repeated acts of tyranny exercised by those 
arbifjntyy. despots, who had now shaken off all manner 
•f restraint^ at length exasperated the people into a 
general revolt, and brought on tl^ cofifediency ; in 
jUhicb the bbhop and moat' of the nobles were glad to. 
join, in order to screen themselves from the fury of tha 
insurgents. 

The first step towards this happy fevolqtion was, 
made by some -oenfTabU old men dressed in the coarse 
gr^cltak of the country, who iq the year 1421 met 
privately in a wood near a place called Truns, in the 
llpper League; yih&e,itnpressedzi>khaien^eoft/ieir. 
■firmer l&eriies^* they determined, to. ^remonstrate 
against, and oppose, (he violent proceedings of theic 
oppressors. The abbot Dissentis was tlie first wht^ 
pouDtenanced their measures; th^ir Joiut influenct: 
gradually prerailed over several of tlie most moderate 

, • Caeitie^riseoque ainictu veneiaiidi.-rMeDViirtS adhuc aoth 
quae Ubeitatis. Sfrech. p. 169. 
I 6 among 
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Itniohg the nobles; and hence arose the le^^ which, 
SiQia the colour of its first ptnmolers, w i ev^r catted 
the Gtiy League ; which, from its being the first ia 
the iMtld atteqipt to sltalre off the 7oke of wapttm ty- 
l^nny, has evef since retqii^ed the pre-onvtence iq 
rank before the two other leagues; and which haa 
even given its name to the wbt^e country, whose in- 
habitants, (rot^ th^ circiim stances c>f their detlviriancei 
pride tbemselyes tntheappetIatioriof£rru;(Ui«r, ot thq 
gr^-ones.* From this period noUiing has ev^ aA 
(ected their freedom and absolute ipdepeiKlence^ 
fvUicb titey now enjoy in the most unlimited sense* 
in spite of the repeated efibrts of the bouse of Au«tiri4 
to recover SQme degree ofasceudeucy over them. 

From tbia cqncise j'layf of. the history of the Giif 
«on?, in -whieb I have carefulIy.gBai^td, against fv 
voaiing any particulat hypoljiesis, it appears, that ai 
no'foreign'natiQn e»er gaiiiedany permwutat fixiting 
in Uie most 'mountainous parts of this ctHMtry-dadf 
IJlc establi^ment of tlie Tuscans andRomaae, Ibc 
language now spolcen coutd never have su^red hoy 
4»msi<IeniUe altwiilions from octraneous mixtarcs of 
lOQdctn binsu^&f^-. ^^^ ^ t'>o^ ^'^ "^^y objeot; 
Jjlfttli^nguagep litce ftll other hliman.institutiops willj 
.ihou^U hit te jtUe«i9el*;es, be inevitably a^cted by 
4l(e common Kvqlutioos of time, I shall observe,'that 
J* ^guage, in whioh no books are written, but^wbtch 
j^ QUly spoken , by a people chiefly devoted to jaiot 

■■ f The foUoVing barbarous distich is' sometimes inu^-Uied va 

^ arms of the three leagues. 

" Feeders sunt cana, cana fides, cana libertas : 

■ Hiec tria sub uno cowtiuenUir corpore lUiKto. 
t . and 
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■sd ajfrtcnttare, and conieqaenUy noi cnltirated lijr 
Ae eritiotsms of men of taste and learnings, is by no 
means exposed to the Ticissifodes of tboee tbat am 
pdisbed by refined nations ;* and Ikat, however pa< 
fticloxical it may appear, it is BcvertketcBS true, that 
the degeixracj of a laogua^ is more fieqaently to be 
attributed to an extravagant refinement than to the 
ifrglect of an Qliterate people, nnless indeed external 
Mnaes interfere. May we not hence conelude, that 
■» the Romansh has never been used in any r^ulai 
coiBposition in writing til! the sixteenth century, nor 
■fiected by any foreign invasion or intimateconnezimi ,it 
knot Uke>y tohave received any materialehangebefon 
the pAiod of its being irritteo > And we have the aa- 
Uiority of the books since priated t» ppove, that it is 
at pnMot the idefltioal language (hat was Bpokea tw» 
Inndifed years ago. These argumentf wiU receim 
additional weight from the proofe I shall becvafter 
givftof.tbe great affinity there is between the languag* 
1H it is now spoken, and the Romance that was used 
ip France ndne centuries ago. 

When we further consider the iaols I have abova 
brieSy related, the wonder will cease, that in a duster 
' c{ roootttains, situated in the centre of Burope, a dis^ 
^ot laDgiiage(not adialeet orjat^n of those spokek 
by tite C(i«ti*nons satioDSj ae has bean g«n«sti|> 
{■aagioed) should have maiatained ItSelf through m 
K»1«s bfages, in spite of the many revolBtions whi(* 
frequently p hanged the whole face of the adjacent 
eountries. Aad indeed, so obstinately tenacious axe 

• See Dr. Percy's preface to lus translation of Mallet's Nor. 
tbem Antiquities, p. xxiL where this question is more snipl/ 
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tfiese pea|de of their independency, laws, custoau,' 
and consequently of thetr very language, Ihat, as has 
been already observed, tlieir ibrm ofgoverament, es» 
pecially injudicial matters, still bears evident marks 
of the ancient Tuscan constitution ; and that, al'< 
though they be frequently exposed to inconveniences' 
irom their stubbornness in this respect, they have not 
yet been prevailed upon to adopt the Gf^orianrefor* 
matiwi of the calendar. 

As to the nature of this language, it may now he 
advanced, ivtth some degree of confidence, tbat the 
Ci(i/oi;eroiwesit origin to a mixture of theTuscaii and 
af the dialect of the Celtic spoken by the Ijcpontiif 
and that the introduction of the vulgat Reman af« 
fected it ia some degree, but particularly gave riw.' td 
the Ladin; thevocabulaty of which, as any one mnj 
be cdnviitcfld by inspecting a few lines of the biblej 
lias a great affiaily with that of the Latin tongue. 
But these- -assertions rest miorely upon bisforicalevi-t 
flenee ; for as to the Ciatovtry all that it may hav« 
retained of the iJ'uscan or Roman, is bo much disfi- 
gured, by an uncouth pronunciation and a vagus 
ortbogrnphy, that all eiymologicnl inquiries are there* 
by rendeiwi intricate and unsatisfactory. And as io 
the i(M(i«,.althougb its dprivaiioii be more manifest, 
yetwe are equally at a loss ft^m what period or branch 
of the Latin tongue to trace its real origin ; for I havt 
found, afti-T many tedious experiments, that even the 
vocabulary, in which the resemblance is most evi- 
dent, diai-rs equally from the classical puriiy of Tully, 
Cfesar, and g;dlust, as it does from the priiniiive 
Jjatin of the twelve taWes, of Juinius, and the colamrta 
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rarimfif of DnilliuB, trhicb haggaierally been thought 
tbe parent o( the Gallic Romance ; as also from tbifr 
trivial language of Vairo, Vegetins, and Columella. 
May we not from this circumstance infer, that, as uk 
the case in alt vemacular tongues, the vulgar dialect 
of the Ramans, Ibejermo vsuali3,ruitkm, paiestris,* 
of which there are no monumeuti extant, difieced very 
widely both in pronunciation and coBstruclion from 
that which has at any time been used etthei in writinjp 
or in the senate } 

' The grammatical yariatioDS, the syntax, and the 
genius of the language, must in this, as well as in 
several other modem Luropean tongues, have hem 
derived from the Celtic ; it being wdl known, that 
the frequent use of articles, the distinction of ca.ses by 
prepositions, the application of two auxiliaries in the 
fsonjugations, do by no means agree with the Latin 
turn of expression; althougli a late French acad&i 
inician,t who has talien great pains to {H«ve that the 
Gallic Romance was sc^ly derived from the Roman, 
quotes several iitstances in which even the most clasi 
sical writers have in this respect offended the purity 
of that re£ned language. It <auuiQt here be denied, 
that as new ideas always require new signs to express 
them, some foreign woids, and perhaps phrases, 
must necessarily, from time to time, have insinuated 
themselves into the Romansh, by the military and 
•ome commercial intercourse of the Grisons with other 
nations; and this accounts for several inoderp Ger* 



• Conf. Mem. des Inscrip. tora. Miv. p. 608, 
t fionamy, v. Mem. d« Inscrip. i, c.. 
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man words wliich are now incorporated intd the Ian-* - 
guage of the Engadine.* 

The little connexion there is in mountainous coun' 
tries between the inhabitants of the different valleys, 
and the absolute independence of each jurisdiction in 
this district, which slill lessens the frequency of their 
intercourse, also accounts, in a great measure, for the 
variety of secondary dialects subsisting in almost every 
different community or even village. 

The oldest specimens of writing in this language 
are some dramatical performances in verse upon scrip- 
iural subjects, which are extant only in manuscript. 
The Histories of Susanna, of the Prodigal Son, of 
Judith and Holofernes, and of Esther, are among the ~ 
first ; and are said to have been composed about the 
year 1660. The books that have since been print- 
ed are chiefly upon religious subjects ; and among 
(hose that are not so, the only I have ever heard of 
arc a small code of the lawsofthe country in the Cia- 
lover dialect, and an epitome of Sprecher's Chronicle, 
by Da Porta, in the Ladin. 



The language spoken in Gaul from the fifth to 
the tnelfth centuries being evidently a mixture of the 
same Roman and Celtic ingredients, and partaking of 
the same name with those of the Grisons ; it will, I 
hope, not be thought foreign to the subject of this 

• Tapferdi, Trapferkeit, Bravery ; Nardi, Narheit, Folly ; 
.Klinot, Kleinod, a Jewel ; Gri/, ^tVS, a Count ; Bout, Baur^ 
m Peasant, ice. 

letter. 
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letler, if I ehfer into a few particnlars concerning ifj 
Bs it seems to have been an essential part, or ratbet 
tbe tiuok) of llie language, the history of which I 
am endeavouring to elucidate. 

One of the many instances how little the laboured 
xnearclics of philologists into the origin of languages 
are to be depended upon, is the variety of opiniong 
entertained by French autiiors concerning the forraa- 
<ion of the Gallic Romance. A learned Benedictine* 
first starts the conjecture, and then maintains it against 
ihe attacks of sn anonymous writer, that the vulgar 
l^attn became the universal language of Gaul imme* 
diately after Co^iir^s conquest, and that its corrup* 
tion, wilh very little mixture of the original lan- 
^age of the country, gradually produced the Ro« 
-mance towards the eighth century. Bonamy,f on 
tbe other hand, is of opinion, that soon after that 
conqoest, it corruption of vulgar Latin by the Celtic 
formed tbe Romance, which he tahes to be the lan- 
.goage always meant by authors when they speak of 
the Lingua JJoma-.a used in Gaul. Tbe author of 
the Celtic Dictionary J tells us, that tbe Romance is 
derived from the Latin, ^ Cellicy which he more 
frequently calls Gallic, and the Tealonic ; in ad- 
miring of ^'hich latter he deviates from most other 
anthiHs,^ who deny that tbe Teutonic had any share 
in the composition of the Romance, since the Franks 
found it already established when they entered Gaul, 

* Rivet, Hist. Litt. de la France, torn. vii. p. 1. et seq. 
f Mem. lies Inscrip. loin, xxiv, p. 594. 
} Bullet, Mem. de ^ Laqgiw Cel^ue.tom. i. p. S3. 
§ Hem. des Inscrip. toai. xxiv. p. 603> 

and 
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Mitd Vfcre long before tbcy could prevail dpon tbnr 
bew Gubjects to adopt any part of their own molbet 
' -tongue, wliich however appears to have been afWr" 
terwards instrumental in Ibe formation of tlie modem 
Proncb. Duclos,* guided, I imagine, hy du Cange^t 
whoae opinion appears to be the most sober and 
best authenlicaled, maintains that the vutgar Latiik 
was undo ubtedtj the foundation of theRomanoe; 
but that much of the Celtic gradually insinuated itself 
in spite of thd policy of the Romans, who never failed 
to use all their endeavours in order to estaUish thxM 
language wherever they spread their arms. 

Among this variety of conjectuies and acute coiw 
troversies, I find it however agreed on all hands, that 
the vocabulary oi the Roman, and the idiom of the 
Celtic, have chiefly contributed to the (ormatioa of the 
Gallic, Rmnance, which is sufficient to prove that it 
partakes of a common origin with that of the Gtif 
«ons. 

There are incontestable proofs that this tanguage 
was once universal all over France ; and that this, 
and not immediately the Latin, has been the paieat 
«f the Provcnjal, and afterwards of the modern 
Frfflich, the Italian, and the Spanish. The oath taken 
by Lewis the Germanic, in the year 843, in confii- 
matiqn of an alliance between him and Charles the 
Bald his brother, is a decbive proof of the general 
nse of (he Romance by the whole French natinn at 
<hat time, and of their little knowledge of the Te»>- 
tooic, which bung the native toogue of Lewis, would 

* Ment. des. Iincrip. tem. ST. p. 575. et seq. 
t fraf- Gloss- ■>• wii- 

certainl/' 



N Google 



oerUini^ faave been used by him, in tbls oath, had it ' 
been understood by the French to whtjm he addressed 
himself. But Nithardus,* a contemporary *ritci' 
■nd near relation to the ctintracting parties, infornii 
us, that Lewis took the oath iii the Romance Ian* 
giiage, in order that it might be understood by th6 
•French nobitity who were the subjects of Charles [ 
and that tlieyt in their turnj entered into reciprocal 
engagements in their own language, which the samb 
author again declares to hare been the Romance, and 
not the Teutonic ; altliough one would imagine that j 
had (hey at all understood this latter tongue, they 
could not but haye used it upon this occasion, in re- 
turn for the condescension of Lewb. 

As a comparison between this language and the 
Romansb of the Grisons cannot be considered as a 
mere object of curiosity, but may also serve to corrd^ 
borate the proo& I hare above alleged of the anti- 
quity of the latter, I have annexed in the appendix^f 
a translation of this oath into the language of Enga-^ 
dine, which approaches nea^t to it; although I 
must observe, that there are in the other dialect some 
words which have a still greater affinity with the lan- 
guage of the oath, as appears by another translatioh 
I have pocured, in which both dialecis are indiifer- 
ently used. To prevent any doubts concerning the 
Teracily of these translations, I must here declar^j 
that I am iiidebted for them, and for several anecdotes 
concerning that language, to a man of letters, vho Is 
% native aod has long been an inhabitant of the Gri^ 

* Du Cheue, Uiit Franc, tom. ii. p' 374^ 
+ No. 1. 

tons. 
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seas, aiui^da^ly come to reside ia London. I have 
atligd t<^UUi!<i compatajtive vji^. of Uiose two laa- 
gi^fts, thptX'i^tJui voids fiom which both seem to 
have been d^fiyed ; aud, as a proof of the Aistence 
of.the (^aJ^,£toniance in Fraijce down to the twelfth 
oeaturj'iil Jl^yc^lsagubjoiiied tlie words used in that 
kivgdpn) at tl^at peiiod^.as Xiiey are given us by the 
aut^Qr-^of the., article (JLangue) JZomanCf in the 
FreBch.{)iwgrclopedie.. . > 

To the «cff),parison of the two Romances, and the 
similarity of their origin, I may now with confidence 
add the authority of Foiftsnini* to ,proye, that they 
are one and the same language.' This authoi,.speak- 
ing of the anci^pt Gallic Rom^uice, asserts that it is 
now spoken iQ;,tbf country of tl)e.Grisops; though, 
not attending to- tli^ variety of ^ialect^, spme of which 
have certainty- notbins, of the Italian,' he supposes it^ 
to have been -all(>getlier adulterated by a mixture of 
that modern tongue> . ■. > , 

Whilst tbe..Grisons lu^Iected to improve their 
language, . and, rejected, or indeed, wo'e out of the 
leach of every refinem^t it .might have derived /ronv 
polished stranger^,, the ^^^fe^and fei',tile genius of the 
Troubadours, fostered by the coi^utenaiice aud ele- 
gance of the brilliant courts and splendid nohility of 
Provence, did not long li-^ve theirs in the rough slate 
in which we find it in the ninth ceptniy. But the 
change having been gradual and almost imperceptj- 
I^e, the French historians have fixed no epocha for 
the fransitioil of the Romance into the Proveii^al. 
That the former language had not receiveij aiiy con- 

• Eioq Ital. p. 44. 
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sidcrable alteration in the Iwelftli centnrj rmjik 
gnlhcrcd from the comparkon in tlic ap|Kn(Hx : md 
(bat it still bore the saoic name, apnean from (Ik 
tides Af scTsral boolu irhicb are said to luve been 
m'iltcB ill, or translated into, the Komwicc. Bui' 
tboiigb nienlEon in mntle of tliat minie even totter ttis 
era, yet npon rxamintng impartiiillj^ n-faat ts ^itCH 
ns lor that language in Ibis period , it wQt be ftnind so 
dilTurent from the Romance of (be ninth tetitw^, 
flint to trace it any further would be both « rain and 
on extrai'agant pursuit. 

' Adftiflfiiig, Iiowcver, (be unii-ersal use rf Ihctto- 
mnitce all over France down to the twelfth century, 
iivbich no French autfaoi has yet doubted or dented; 
and allowing that what the writers of those time s»y. 
> ttf the Gallic Ii to be understood of the Romance, as 
ilppcais from chronological prooK, and tbe cxprcs- 
Klonsofseverjlaulbors pttotr to the fifth centuty;* 
who, by diiitiiiguishing the .Go^ both from the 
Xa/i»aiid ibcCHlic, plainlyindlcnte thtLttb^ tben- 
fiynean The Rom^ce, those being Uie only ^ree 
hipgdages wiiicli, 'before the Inrasion of the Fmnks, 
^uld possibly hare been spoken, or eren undttstood 
iif Gaul : admitting tbetde premues, I say, it neoessa* 
^y follows, that the language introduced into Eng- 
timd iindflf Alfred, and afterwards more anirersslly 
^Dtbt(><lied by Edward Uie Con&ssor, and Willnm 
tlic Colif(Q^ror, must have been an emanation of tlie 

* . Fiflei cqminhsa quocunque Sermone relinrjui pMsuot, nan 
solum Latino vel Grxco,sedeUam Puhil-o. vel Caliictmo. Di> 
geif. 1. xxii, til. I.J 11.' " 

Til aiilem vel Celiice, Tcl si mavU Gallice, loquere. Snip. 
Hev. Dial. i. § 6. «ub siu. 
* 1 ■ Romance, 
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Ifanuuie^tCfyiitfar^D totbatofttiei^beVefiieatiaB-' 
«(1 «Bth, tad consequttitlj to tbat vhich is now 
Spo^n in the Alps. 

The intercourse bettfeen ^ritaiil arid Gaul ia kaowii 
to bavt! bttn of il very early date ', for crtn in the first 
century tie And, that the Britisli lawy»s derived tlu. 
greatest part of their knowledge from those of tlw 
coiitineat;* white (M the other hand, the Gallic 
bruids are known to bareKsorted to Britain for in- 
struction id their mysterious lites^ The Britons, 
therefore, could not be totally ignorant of the (jrullitj 
language. And hence it will appear, ihalGrinibatd, 
John, and the other doctors introduced by Alfred,^ 
could find no great difficnlty in propagating their 
Dative tongue in this island ', which tongue, at that 
interval of time, could only be the true Komancci 
since th^ were contemporaues with jLewis the Ger- 
: mania 

TItat the Romance itas almost unireraally under- 
stood in this kingdom under Edward the Conlessor, 
il being not only used at court, but frequently at 
the bart and even sometimes in the pulpit, is a &ct 
too well known and attested | to nOcd my further au' 
thenticating it with superfluous arguments and t&iti* 



Duclosi in his History of the Gallic Romance,^ 
£^ves the abovementioned oath of Lewis as the first 
monument of that language. The second he inen- 

* Gallia Cautidicos docuit &cuuda Bcitumot. Juv. gat. xv 
111. 
t WiHiatn of Malmsb. I. ii. c. 4. 
X Ingulph. passim. ' Du Chesoe, torn, hi, 
I Mem. det Isscrip. torn. svii. p- 17U. 

r f 2 (iciiit 
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tknis.iB the code ot laws of William the G<ftiquefor,» 
■whom tbc IcaKt pT4»ficiciit in the English history 
knows to have rendered his language almost universal 
iii 'tliis kingdom. How little ' progress it Lad Jet 
made towanis the modern French ; and how ^reat'an 
afRtiify it still bore with the present Komansh of (lie" 
(irisons, will appear from the annexed translation of- 
the first pdrOgraph of these laws into the latter' 
l6n{roi;.+ 

■ If we may credit Dii Cange,J who" grounds liis 
n'SscHVori iipoii' various inslnimcnls' of the kings of 
Scall.irid dutin;^ the twelfth ceiiturj, 1 lie .Romance 
had '^tso penetrated into that kingdom before thut' 
jtffiftd/ ■ ' -■ ' 

' The saflic corruption, or coalescence, which gave 
riselfd'ttieuiiyic Romance, and to that of the Gri- 
eons^musialsb'have produced in Italy a language, if 
not perfectly similar, at least greatly appToaching,lo' 
th'o^'iwaidioms. Nor'did it want its northern na^ 
tfoiis'To contribute wfiat the two other branches de* 
lived iromlhat source.^ But be the origin what it 
will, ccrlain if is; that a jargon very different from 
cither the Latin or the Italian was spoken in Italy 
from the time" of the irruptions of (he barbarians to 
the successful labours of Dante ^nd Petrarca ; that 
this jargon was usually called the vulgar idiom ; but 
that Speroni,n the father of an Italian litwatnre, and 

♦ Wilkins, Leges Ana;lo-Sas. 

■ + App*^- No. II. 

J Praf. Glosi. n. xxt. 
§ b'ontaiiini, p. 4. 

II Speron. Dial, pastini. — Coaf. Mtnage, Orig- defla LJnj 
ItaU voce Bomaiiza. 

Others, 
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Otiiers, frcqucndy call it the common Italian JtO' 
mance. And if Fontanini'ji* authorities be suflicicnt, 
it appears thateveu the Gallic Romance, by the resi- 
dence of the papal court at Avignon, and from oilier 
causey, made itE way into Italy before it was polisbeii 
into the Proveo^aL 

Aa to Naples and Sicily, the expulsion of the Sa- 
racens by tlie Normans, und«r Kobert Guiscard i|| 
1051', must have produced in that country nearly the 
' same effect, a similar event soon after brought about 
in England. And in fact we have the authority of 
William of j^puliat to prove, that the conquerors 
used all tlieir efTorls to propagate their langiiai^c and 
manners among the natives, that they niight ever 
after be considered only as one people. ■ . And H"go 
Falcland^ relates, that inlheyear 1150, Count Henry 
.refused to take upon hint the manageid^tef puHlc 
affairs, under pretence of not knowing, the language, 
of the French ; which, he adds, was absojutbly nc- 
. sary.at court. 

That t^e louguage of the Romans peneliRted very 
early intoSpain, appears most evidently from a passare 
- in Strabo,^ who asserts that the Turditani inhabiting 
the banks of the Boetis, now the Guadalquivir, ibVi^ot 
their original tongue, and adopted thatofthcconaiKiT 
ors. That the Romance was used (here intbc rimrkcuih 
century ap(>ears from a correspondence lietwccn St. 
VitfcentofFerrieres and Dun Martin, son of P'-t'er Hit: 



• Font. p. 17. 

f Murat. Scrip. Itai. torn. v. p. 3#JS. 

* Ibid. torn. vu. j>. 322. 
« Lib. ui. 
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IVUiofArngon;* and Ibat this langiia^ miui OBc* 
bare beet) common in Ihat kingdom appears mantr 
fisUy from the present name of the Spanish, which 
is ttill niuallj callud Romance.t Tfaeae ctrcum-) 
slanon cnnudrred, { am not so much inclined to dis- 
credit a fact TcUled bj MabilIoD,{ who W781 that 111 
the eif^hlh ccntory 4 paralytic Spaniard, on pajing 
bis d«mitiona at the tomb qf a saint iq the church qf « 
Fulda, conversed with a monk qf that ai^ej, who, 
bfcaute be was im RaUttn, understood the language 
of the Spaniard. Neitber does an oral tradition | 
beard sanie times ago appear so absurd to me, u it 
did when it was first related to me, which says, that 
two Gotalqntans travelling over the Alps, were not ^r 
tittle swiviaed when they came h)to the Grispn ooob: 
try, to Qad that their natire tongue was understood 
by the iifhabit^Qts, and that they omild CompreheD^ . 
most of the langt)Bge of It^t dirtrict. 

This HBivcrE^ty of the Rqmanct in the Freocl) 
dominioiu daring the deventb ceuturj} also accoanlt 
tor its introduction in Palestin; and many other parts 
pf (be Lerant by Godfrey de Bouillon, and the mnlr 
titude.of adventnrers who engaged under him in thp 
Crusade. The assizes (tf Jerusalem, and those of 
C^yprus, nie standing mqnumcnts of the footing that 
Itanguage bad obtained in those parts ; and if we may 
trust a Spanish historian of some reputation^ who 
resided in Greece in the tbktoeath century, the Ather 

* Mal)il. an. I.fi4, n. 13*. 

t Oroi;i;o, T«. CasnU. voce Romance— Conf. Cre»cinill* 

■ Volg, Po«iS. I. V. c. 1. 

t Act. Bfn. Sic. 3. p. 2. p. 2S8. 

i Ra\ :a. MonLjtero Cbronica de Jusn I. 

nians 
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aians and the inhabUaots of Morea spoke at llmlfimc 
the same language t^at irai use:l in France. .\;id 
there is great reason to imngiiio, that ttie afliiiily 
the Lingua Franca bears to the French aud Italian is 
intirely to be derived from the Romance, which nas 
once cotnmoiily used in the ports of (he IjCVDiit, 
'The heroic atcMttveim-iits and gallantry of the knights 
of the cross aliio gave ttse to the swarm of fabulous 
narratives ; which, though not an invention of (hose 
diiyij were yet, from (he name of the language in 
which they were written, ever after distingui^Iied by 

. the appdlation of Romances.* 

I shall now conclude this letter by observing, (hat 
&r from presuming that the Ilomance has been pre- 
served so Qear its primitive state only in the country of 
the GrisonSj there is great reason to suppose (hat it 
still exists in several other remo(e and unfrequented 
parts. When Fontanini informs Us-f that the ancimt 

.Romance is now spoken in (faecountry of the Griionf, 
he i>dds, that it is also the common dialect of the 
Friulese, nnd of some districis in Savoy bordering 
Vpon Dauphin^. And Rivet* seriously undertakes 
to prove, that the PatoLs of several parts of the Li- 
mousin, Quercy, and Auvergnc (which in fact agrees 
singularly nilh the liomansh of thcGrisons) is the 
very Romance of eight centuries ago. Neither <li> I 
doubt, but what some inquisitive traveik-r might sf id 
meet nith manifest traces of it in many parts of liic 
Pyren^aos and other mountainous- regions of Spain, 
wheretbe Moor^ and other invaders have never peiie* 
tratrd. I baVe the honour to be, &c. 

• Hurt, Orig. des Rom. p. 196. ed. 1678. 

^ V. 43. 41. ; Hist. I.i'.t. dt U i^r. torn. »ii. j., -21. 
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No. I, Oath of Lewis the Germanic. 



J, Pro Dei amore, et pro Glicistiano pQ{)u|o, ^t nostrq 

2. Pro Dot amuT, et pro Christian pobh, ft nertrp 

3. Por Deu amor, et por Chrutian people, et itostre 

4. Per am^r da Dieu, et per U Chriftian poovel, et «^* 
a. Prol'amurdaDeus.etpro ilCbtiatian pobel, et nost 



i lalvamenta, de i^la die in abante, in quan- 

taleament, d'itt di en avant, in qua^t 

3. commua aalvament, de sle di en avant, en quant 

4. contmun tab^amerit, da quiit di ia avant, in qua»t 

5. commua salvamcntj d'lst di en avant, in qiunt 

1 . tam Bens ^apcrri et posse nuhi donat, sic salvabo e^_ 
3. Deiu lavir tt podir me duruit, (i aakarai ia 

3. Deu saveir et poir me donnc, li ^alvaiji je 

4. Dttit sawur et podair m'dawf, jAt salvaro fi 

5. Deus savir.. ^t podir m'^unat, shi salvaro io 

I.eccistum meum fratrem Karlum, et io a^jutum er<^ 

2. cist n^n frndre KarJa, et i^, adjadab er 

3. cist mon frere Karle, et en adjude serai 
4.quist mieu frter Carlo, et in cdgivdtiiaro 
S.quist meu frad'r Carl, et in adjudh satci 

1 . in quaqne una causa, sic' quomodo homo per directum 

2. in cadhurta cosa, si nini om per dreit 

3. en caiiciine cose, si cum om per ilreict 

4. in chiadutla cbiotia, shi tdu> Vhom per dr^t 
5.10 caduna cosa, si com om per .duM 
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1. BDuoi fratretn salvare debet, in hoc gnod iHe mitd 
a, *on fardrt salvar 'di«(, tn o guid U me 

3. son . frere .salver (tist, en o qui il me 

4. sifu Jrar sqipar d'uess, in. tjne ■cliilam 

5. sen frad'r salv^ dess, in que qhfl nie 

l.alterum sicfeceretj et -ab' Lothario nullum, placitora 

2, altresi Jazet ! ^t ah Laudlier mit jiiaii 

3. altreji t'iscet; . et a I^qthaire nul plaid 

4, altreal fadscln^; el 4*^ jMthar mai aon paendr'o io ux 
£. altresi fazess; et da Lothai nul plaid nui 

1. nunquam probendam quod meo voUe ecdstl mpo fratrt 
2.nunquam prittdrai qui mean vol cist mtonjradre 

3. Donques preodrai qui par roan voll a cist mon freie 

4. pUed eke con tnieu . voUiir _ a quist mieH jrar 

5. ODQ pren4io cbe cou Qteu voler a quist ^le^ &ad.'T 

1. Karlo in damno sit, 

2. Karle in dtrmno sU. 

3. Karleen dam seiL 

4. Carlo ^ai in damn. 

5. Carl in damn sia. 



Ho. II. The first Paragraph of the Laws of WilUam 
the Conqueror. 



1. Hx siint Leges et Consuctudines quas Wljlelmus Rex 
a. Ce sont les Lets et If^ CustUTiies que U Iteis H^iltiam grantut 
3, Que sun las Leias e'ls Cuslunis qua il Uei Willelm ga- 
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<H ArrsNiux. 

I.cenceisit toto populo AnglJK post mbactam temm. 
d. a tut te peuflt de Engletem •pnt Is ixmqueH rie la Mm 
9. nntit a tut it poevel d'EnfclteiTa dapo U cooquiat.delU 

1. Umiaa rat qua* Edwardiu Rex Cognstiu ejui obser* 

2. Ice let meitmet qiie la Rm Edaxird turn Ctuin tint 

3. tern. E aun lat modemai que il Rei Edward su cusiiq 

1. ravit ante earn. Scilicet: Pas SanctK EcdenXj 
3. decant lid. Co est a tavmr : Pah a ■ SaiiUe Eglue, 
-3. tenet arantel. Co es da wvir: Pxah alia SaiaU Ba. 

1. cujuKunque fbrisfacturv quU rem sit hoc tempore, et 
3. de qvd forfaii ipie hflme ^nt fait m cd tent, tf 
i. tt^,* da quel B^iriatt que om n &tt en que teia, et, 

1. venire potest ad sanctuia Ecclesism, paoem habeat riti? 
3. il pout veijiT a tainte Eg^e, out pait de vie 
3. il pout veiiir alia Saiata Baselga, haqn piwh da vitti 

Let m^bri. Et nt quia iojecerit manum in eom qni 
2.etde membre. Jg ce alqtumi taeitt wout at ceAci fut 
3. et da mimiben. E si akun mett? man ^ quel que Iq 

l.matmn Ecdeaiam qoKsierit, «ve sit Abbatia aive 
% la mere Eglite regmreU, te cep fiut w Mbvit tt 
3. mamma Baselga lequiia, qu'ella luss Abbatia n 

1. Ecclesia raltgionij, reddat eum quern abstulerit et 

2. EgiiM de rdigitn, rendut ce que il ja/oemt ftv 

3. Baselga da leligiun, reoda que'qu'el savares prais, et 

I. centum solidos nomine AMnifacuirz, et matri Ecdesue 
3. e cent wi« de forfaii, e de Mer J^Ziw de 
3. cent Rolds da s&rfatt, et a)U mamma Baselga da 

• The word Eeelcria bein^ more mod«ii in the I^lin tongue 
titon Baiilka, the Bomansh word Basefga derived from the 
latter ii an additional proof of the u)liquity''of (his tankage. 

1. parocbitil 
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I. paiochia]i205oni]o$, etcapella? lOsolidos: Et qui fVegertt 
i. paroisse 20 solds, e de Chapette 10 solds ; E que enfraiant 
3. paiochta 20'solds, e da capclla lO solds : £ que in frignand 

1 . pacem Regit in Mercbentrlega ) 00 solidis emendet ; 

2. la pais l« Rei ea MerehfitettK 100 aolds Us imendeti 

3. la pKsh del Itci in Merclienclae tOO solds d'amenda; 



^. altrai de Hemfare e ae aweu 

3. altresi della cofnpensatiun del omicidi et iiisidijs 

1 . prxcogitatis, 
3. jnrpensed. 
4- perpensadat. 
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AAH ri>-er, il» conrse, i. Co. 

Ad6lphv» of Nassau, King of Gemany, i. *224. Grants « 
chaner to the Swiss, 23S. Slaiir, 220. 

Jdrvm VI. Pope, ii. 330. 

Adxocaey, y/\ax, i. 1 12. 

jfgna. Queen of Hungarj-, cnielly avenges her father's 
death, i. 254. Founds the abbey of Koenigsfelden, iSa. 
Dies, 411. 

Athtrtl. King of Germany, created Duke of Austria, Stiria, 
fcc, i. *217. His character, •219. First compact with 
the Swiss, *2ai. Alliano; against him, •223. Hostile 
to the Swiss, 22Cf. Expedition against Berne, 229. 
Before Zuric, 231. Advocate of St. Gallen, 232. Of 
Glaris and Einsidlen, 233. Other acquisitions, 234, 
Captious message to the Swiss, 235. Slain by his ne- 

Ehew, 252. His death avenged, 254. Consequences of 
is death, 260. 

n. King of Germany, ii. M3. Dies, 148. 

■ ■ Duke of Austria makes a truce with tiie Swiss, i. 286, 
Attacks the cantons, 358. Besieges Zuric, 371. 

JlbigHji (iTJ commands the scalade of Geoei-a, iii. 17. 

Alenuinni in Helvetia, i. 6g, ?]. Their laws, 91. 

Alliances with foreign powers, iii. 180. 

Alpt, name and description of, i. 58. 

Amadeui de Hautvrioe, Bishop of X^usanne, 1. 121. 

Count of Savoy, reforms the abbey of St. Maurice, 

t. 145. 

— • V. Count of Savoy, allies gainst Albert of Austria, 

i. •223. 

Artabapltsti/ii. 383,400. 

Apptiizel founded, i. 138. Its progress, 404. ii. 39. Allies 
wiib Schwitz, 48. War with St. Gallen, &cj 4y. Peace, 
62. Union with seven cantons, 65. ii. 205. . Ileceive4 
in the confederacy, 330. Constitution, iii, 163. 

Jrau, peace of, iii. 1O9, 116. Diet at, iii. 322, 

Arbeig 
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jirberg ac<\vCite3 by Berne, i. ■iOOi' - ■' ■ ■ ' ". y :. 

Ji'burg taken by Benie, ii, 86>.' ■ .' ^ ' . ■; ■ . i 

vfrdatius'ofFaucigny, BishSp of Geneva, i. 127- ■ ■ 
jfrgnw tiikepbyHerne/fll 84. ' ' ■■ 

-■/rtTfMgfta'cs,' i»»Hsion of, ii. 186. - '- 

Afi^tii^i Bi'e9da, his doctrines, I. '1-52. ■ ■ '■ 

ilT^^mri(Ftattdsy\i.t!jst iii Uicirn, betieaded, ij.^13..-- i 
AUmghitus^tU'allef-oi).'!. 177- ' ' •'- ^ '■ '■ 

■ — --.L—^^ (tVgfniT) serit to King Albert; J. 23(& - His 
characsfr, 23.B'..' t>aiict5oos tlie coBfederdcy, 243i >- 

— '~i— {John) makes a treaty \<i&>lie OutccAii, i. 28^. 

jiierrche, 'ftvehticuriiyi. '66.' ' ' la, !i.:^L- _ . ,r: , : ' 

^gs(('/Wl5;v»iaTA4raoQruni,,i; *S8- '"* - - ' ' , 

Austria, pfate with the cantons, anno 1389- ii'463'. Pro- 

rogiiad,ii.'l5,-(ilJr ■ CcBceriied in the tvarot'.Jiti^ndyi'L, 

Ji'ligs.' Here^taiyr^um with «hd cantons M-' 2t&; Se& 

Jtiidolpk, Albert, Leopold, B-e<krick, SiglsJtiund, Jt(4«*- 

.^utter't-'l-dbtftse^t-Thierens, ii.ia^rM-Jii: ■ ■. ;,,r;' :.- '". 
Aynio, Count of Geneva, i. 126. -- ,..'... i 



Baden, taken by tlie confi^deiates, h: SS. ' Synod of,.u.-383-. 
Peaceof, ii). Hi'. .: ■ I- - c- .- : ■...-. . ,,": ... Z, 
£uifiiDJCitt (ihefr«e^u)i:()ukeilby'the.Swi^Erii-'9I'>- ■' ■'- 

■ f"' ' • . (Italian;) JSea/toiian.- " .■ . ,■■■■ i — 

Salm (Rudolph de) conspires against Kiiig Albert, jiOS*^ 

Bosfe (Bislieipef)it.J23;- .!..... e;;*.. ..-5. 

-t — [ityi its or^by i' iA5. D^noli^d by an saitliqiMlaS^ 

398. Acquires territories, ii. 20, A plague, 149." AA 

raitted into the confederacy, 299. ' £cn^titiitioai.iii.,i(£QL 

Resolation, 324. :■..• . ,1.. . ■. ." ■ ,; .■\-a 

BoiU, council of, ii. 124. ,■ : '■.;\.;, S. 

Battlei ai Shosshalde, I. .*2ll'. ' Donncrbuhel,! 230. ^ot> 

.■.^artei^272.' Laiipen^ -338.- Ruti, aSS.'^'^tw^) afrii. 

: ButUsholz, 419. Frauenbrunnen, 420. Seininch,.d8(j. 

•'J^xfels, 454. Speicher, iJ:-49. Stos-s, 55. , HagpfEs- 

bei^, 56. Woltbalde, 57. St. Paul.lCff- FiEyen'oaili, 

173.- HiiMl, .176.- St. Jacob, near Zutic;, i,80.- . St. 

■ Jacob neat. Basle, 1S9. Grsnson, 228.. Morat, 23-7i , 

Nancy, 246. Fornovo, 269. Triesen,' 276. Bard^ib. 

Frastenz, 277. Malsheide, 281. Scbwaderiochi, 28K 

.■ Bnideiiholz, 2B.1. , Dornacb, 283. Novwra, 323. Ma- 

rignan, 340. Biccoca, 351. Cappel, 394. Herzogen* 

bnchsee, iii. 71. Villemergen, 107. . Neweneck, 360. 

Riclitenwyl, ijj. - . _ - 

BeilinioM 
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BtBimma taken by the Swim, H. 33. War oft ioi. 

feDKfounded, i. 115, 157. Declared iaipehal, 181. StaM 
of, 182. Conilitiitiofl :«nd mannerg, 163. War widi 
Rudolph I. •20y. Receives privilegta, 236. Attacked 
by Albert, 230. Beceivea grant* frwn EvoRrd Count of 
Kyburg, 29O. Envied by Uie nobIe«, 393. Obtains the 
p»feaaieQfHuli.'ig3. Wsrof X^upen, 324. BbKti 
Into the oonfederacy, 374. AcquJMt Arbe^, ice. 400 
fibren, Nidau, Sec. 46l. And other temtories, ii. IS. 
A fire, 36. Take* .the Argau, B4. Engiucs. in tbe war 
of-BaroD. 100. Jin peawnti revolt, iii. 01. Cooititu.. 
tJon, 120. Coiuluct in the ^erDl^tioD, 330, 385, S40i 
34ft A pioviitiooary Q^ncy, 35?. Surr^ders to dia 
Fiench, 363.. 

Sartha Qiwen of Ardat, i. 83,99. Founds Payeme, 143. 

Birthehr, of Geneva, resiaii the opprettioiu of Savcf'j ii. 

■-.j;?. . .. , 

Bertkold. Vid, ZaHngtn. 

Baa (TheodJ a retbrau^, iL 413. Fieacbea after the Set' ' 

lade, iu. 20. 
Biceoca, battle of, ii. 35i. 
ibexne, war of, i. 401 

BtankmbuTg f/inthony of) governor ot Utupen, ii. 331. 
jBoMipar/e \i&iti Swiawrland, iii.3i4. 
Bonom (J. F.J nuntlo ia Swisiierlaiid, iii. B. 
Bonttetttn (three Banifu of} Mi at Morgarten, i. 27ff. 

— ■■■ ' — (Uh-ic de) conspiret against Bmii« i. 349. Xdcen 
atZaric,&SI. .ficleaMd, S74. 

Sontltttm(Bennan de) Abbot of St GaUen, i. 404. 
]tormiooodedtathearisoiu,S.3«S. Teciifrona~tb«iB.»[3. 
BtrvrMt* league, iiL 4. 
BMa, JCiog </ BiiigUBdy. i. S2. 
Brie, taken by Charles the B0I4, ii. 32S. 
BntderhoU, battle of, ii. 285. 
Brvggeri killed at the Shoashalde, t. •%VL. 
3rM (IRxidoiph} Sui^om^iter cf Zudc, L 3 \4. Hia paUejrt 
U8B2.' Conspiracy agmnst him. SIS. QneUed, 351. 

- Xtpediuua to R^>e[swyl, 352. Me« at Tatwyl, >65. 
Signs an amtuguous agreement with Anslria, 381. De- 
cline and death, 3S6. Hi$&Qdy,S93. Diagnced, 394. 

BhoM, coauoanda tbe French in Swraseriand, iiij 345. Pro* 

poses a divJsisn of Swiesecbod, syo. 
Sttiiet^g(CMU> ^) buUdi Berne, i. \0. 
m.'t I '■■ ■ - (John de) Avoya Of fieme, i. 828. Saniiibed^ 

MS. Recalled, ijnd. 
»— ~~» (fHlut ikj acquires Buigdorf for Berne, i. 4M. 
I I .■ (jidrian de) cummauda at Morat* ii. 235. - 

Batl 
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Buet <7t/atfhiat> commandS'&t NkI^, i. 495. 

BuUinger (Henry) a reformer, ii. 3^. 

B«rg(for/,cededto Berne, i.'424. --■ 

Burpindiaa war, ii. 107. 

Bursvndians, in HelTctia, i. 74, 78, 82. Their la»-s, 88,_ 

Burgundf, first kiogdom, i. 78. .New kingdom; S2. At-' 
tempt 10 revwe it, 230. 

. — Counts lof, i. *2l)2. War willj Rudolph, 222, 

*212. 

. -r~ submits to France, ii. 230. The county surren- 
dered to Austria, 266. Invaded by the confederates, »29. 

ButHikolz, engagement of, i. 419. 



Calv n (John) comeii to Geneva, ii. 411. Dies,. 413. 

OHU(mi(firstdivisoninto) i.171. ' 

Cijp/wi, battle ot, ii. ig4. , j ., ., ,:.. 

Camot, liis Btaiement of the French im'asion of Swisserland, 
iii. 400. 

Ceruoia, expedition of, i. 413, 

Charlemagne, i. 80. 8?, 

Cliarks, Duke of Bargtindy, his character, ii. 200. ■ -Visitj 
Btisach, 213. Besieges Nurs, 220. Killed at f^sncy;^ 
248. Vii..eratuo», Manity'Natity. 

■ " VII. King of France, sends the Armagnan ibtq 

Swisserland, ii. 1 87. ASiss with the confedei^tet, ig^. 

— VIII, Kii^ of France; renews a' lej^jte with the 

confederates, ii. 26O. His intpettitiai to Naides,'3C>6. 

■ M - I ■'-■ III. Duke of Sav<^, oppresses Geneva, il. 3f6. 

Cheaa (de laj a deroagt^ue at Geneva, iii. ] g6; ' Sahished, 
219. 

Chiatenna, first ceded to the Grisom, ii. 3l6. Ako. by- 
Francis I. 348, Tom from them, iii. 313. . 

(JoDttret, a ftctious Genevois, iii. 203. 

Cfer^, their ignorance and d^atity,ii. 359. 

Coire, Bishtqyof, i. 123. 

Columban, comes from Scotland, i, 131. ' 

Coafederaq/, dawn of the, i. 245. Lesgu&of die fuurfore^ 
cantons, 260, 281. AdmissioBs of Zuric, 253. Glari^, 
363. Zug, 369. Heme, 374. Its stale, 39O. Disso' 
lution, iii.27S. 

Co^ederatea; war with Austria, i, 3fi8, 376. And «ith- the 
empire, 378. An attempt to divide them, 381 . Deii?at- 
ed by Scliwiiz, 3S4, Declare war against Charles the 

. Bold, ii. 222. 

Conrad, 



NGooglf 



44» INDIES., 

Cmraij, tbe SaKe, Etnperco', i. iOl. .. ;< 
Onutance, Bishop of, i. 133. . .. > \^ - 

■ ' ' council of, ii. 70. -DUsQlved, 93. , ■ 
Omcjr (expedition of), i. 414. Dies, H 28. ■ ■'.■ 
Coxt, an English agent io Buiswiiand, iiL S7- 
Crat (Mkhek dv) a demagogue at Geneva, iii: 227,- 
Cuno, Abbot of St. Gallen, wars vitti Appe&zel,' ii. ■ 

Flies. 10 Wyl, 4A. Brtnigllt back to Su Ogllen; i 

Dies, 6d. 



Defemional, iii. 78. 

Vielt, Helvetic, iii. 172. 

Dijon, siege and convention of, ii. 329- 

Dueniit, abbey, i. 132. 

Divko, 1.62. 

Domo, besieged by the Milanese, ii, 112. 

Donnerbuhtl, action of, i. 230. 



Eckard, monk of St. Gallen, i. 135. 
Egerdon, a founder of Beipe, i. 1A6. 

£ituifUeR- abbey, i. 147. Albert its advocate, 234. Con' 
test wilh Scbwitz, 262, 26tj. Taken and demolishalj 

iii. 379. - , . - ■ 

Etamenthal, seditions in the, iii. 50^ 

Ei^elberg abbey, L 146. - - 

£nnitu. Pope's nuncio, ii. 399. i- 

ptiiiibuch (vale of), i. 418. Admitted to tha fteedom-rf 
Lucern, 429- lDsunectioD,iJi. 57. ,. '. 

Erlach (£} a founder of Beme, i, 158. 

(VUic) beats Albert, i, 230, 

■ ' - (Rudolph) commands at Laupen, i. 333. Named 
guardian to the sons of Nidau, 342. Assassinated, 347- 

(Lams) commands >t Mulbausen, iii. 11. 

■ (SigUmnnd) commands against the rebellious peS'' 

sants, iu. 6?, ?!. 

, — ( , ) commands against the French, iii. 3J8. 

Defeated, 361. Assassinated, 364. 

ETgUict, taken by the French, iii. 32Q. 

Bichenbach {Walter, Baron of), conspires against King -Al- 
beit, i. 253. Dies in c^MCtuity, 255. 
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farel {ffiUiam), a reformer, ii. 401. At Geneva, 403. Aa 

attempt to poison him, 407. 
Fatio, a demagogue at Geneva, iii. 193. Executed, 221. 
Fmiiinger (Jos. and Mat.) occasion tlie war of Mulbauseiv 

iii. 10. 
. Bue {Nkkolaz de h) interferes at SUnz, ii. 25?. 
fimaula Consemuir.Ki. 80. 
Fomovo, battle of, ii. 269. 

France. Vid. CkarlmYll. XewmXI. CkarksWll. 
Francis I. King di France, ii. 333. His toilsome march 
into Italy, 335. Conquers at Marignan, 340. Takeji 
at Pavia, 352. Desires admission into the Protestant 
union, 392. 
Fraukt in Helvetia, i. 71, 7g. 
Fraaletvi, batlle of, ii, 27?. 
F^auenbrWnm, engagements at, i. 420. iii. 36l. 
Frederick of Austria, i. 260. King of the Germans, 267. 

Taken atMuhldorf, 285. 
IV. King of the Germans, his designs upon Hel- 
vetia, ii. 161. Visiu Zuric, i-e. 167. His conduct in 
the Bui^undian war, 198, 221, 224. 
— ^ Duke of Austria, comes to the council of Con- 
stance, ii. 78. Escommunicated, 82. Attaclfed by tba 
Swisj, 86. Returns to Constance and submits, 89. . 
Dies, 14/. 
Biirgcave of Nuremberg, commands against Aus- 
tria, ii. 83. 
B'ewft intrigues in Swisserland, ii. 26S, 304, 
' ■ . revolution, its origin, iii. 2/8. 

~ — their armies approach the Irontiers of Swisserland, iii. 
■ 297. Their successes in different paws, 303, 36l. Bring 
charges against the Swiss, 308. Subdue fiemei 363. 
Their oppressive conduct, 366. See Sieiss. 
R-fyenback, action of, ii. 173. 

J^idarg built, i. U4, ISQ. Wars against Berne, 446. Al- 
lies with Berne, ii. 22. Surrenders to Savoy, 203. A 
congress at, 243. Admitted into the confederacy, 258. 
Constitution, iii. l6l. Taken by the Trench, 355. 
Fuentes (fort de) built, iij. 26. 
Furst (fValter),!. 242. 



Galera (treaty of), ii, 339. 

fialten (St.) abbey, i. 132. DIjpute with Rudolph, 210, 
Tot. jii. e « "214. 
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no INDEX. 

••214. With Albert of Austria, *223, 226. Albert !» 
advocate, 232. Progre*! towards independence, 404. 
City leaguei with the cantons, ii. 205. , Joins AppenzcJ, 
344, 350. Vid. Citno Landmberg, 

Gaitowag (Viscount) at Zuric, iii. 90. 

Caster, lurrendera to Glarii, i. 44/. 

Geneva, Bishop of, i. 126. ii. 28. 

— CounU of, i. 224. Extinct, ii. 29. The office ac- 
quired by Sa\-oy, ii. 377. 

— aty. Cxsar secures the passes near it, i. 64. As- 

sembly at, 78. Increase, it. 28. A revolution at, ii. 374. 
AJlies with Berne and Tribuig, 378. Reformation, 402. 
Attempted by Savoy, lit. 6. Scalade of, 15. Distur- 
bance* in the eighteenth century, I8g. Constitution, 
192. Troubles appeased in 1707, I94. An interval of 
tranquillity, 211. Fresh disturbances, 213. Quelled t^ 
severity, 215. Trouble* appeal in 1734,225. Tri- 
nmph of the democracy, 235. Dissemions terminatedin 
l73B,Aid. Troubles appeased in 1766, 248. Parties of 
the vegalifi and Teprttentam, 351. Itisurrection of th« 
natives in 1770,355. Troubles i5)peased in 1782, 25?. 
Revcdutionin 178y, 270. 

Gertau, accedes to the confederacy, i. 3gi. 

Caler (Herman) appcnuted bailiff, i. 23;. Killed by Wil-. 
liam Tell, 248. 

Glar'u, i. 133. Albert its advocate, 234. Stmunoned by 
Duke Albert, 360. Joins the Swiss, 362. Admktedinto 
the confederacy, 363i Acquires Wesen, the Gaster, and 
Sargaos, 447- Begulations, 44g. War with Austria. 
451. Battle of Naefeli, 454. League with Zunc, iL 26. 
Constitution, iii. 16/. 

Gottdebald, King of Burgundy, i. 78* 

Gondemar, King of BuiEundy, i. 7S- 

Gran«m, taken by Cbarfes the Bold, ii. 227. Battleof,22S. 

Graiuon (Wiliiam de), i.407. 

Gre^oruin calendar, dissensions conceming, iii. 8. 

Oregory founds Einsidlen, i. 147. 

Gr^^tk {Jevaa ap Egnian ap) Joins in Coucy'i expeditioD, i^ 
415. 

Griaota, their conduct in the Suabian war, ii. 276, 281 . 
Afflicted by the war of Valteline, UL 23. Constitution, 
1^. Call intheAustnans,4tl, 
iinyerti. Count of, i. II7. 
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,H. 

JIabetu Corpus act in Tockcnburg, ii. 148. 

Hagenbach, {Peter de) BuiguDdian prefect on tlie Rhine, ji, _ 

311. His oppressive condiic(,2l6. Beheaded, 218. 
HaO^ (a L.) answers tb^ charge of the French, iii. spg. 
Hahcyl (J»hn) commandsat Moral, ii. 238. 
Hapiburg, CoMits of, i. I06. 
^— John, kills King Albert, his ancle, i. 252. Flies, 

and dies in obscurity, 2M. 
■ {John) &vourg tbee^tiles from Znric, i. 321, 34g. 

Taken at Zone, 351. Released, 373. 
— laaSenbnrg {Ruiahph of) fells at Moi^arten, i. 

276. 
■' ■ castle of, taken by the Beraers, ii. SJ. 

Hard, battle of, ii. 276. 
Harpe (Os. F^ed. and Amad. la) deiQE^ogoes in the Pays 

deVaud, iii. 294,316. 
JIasli, first peopled, i. 172. Opposes the leformation, ii, 

385. , 
flauptluberg, battle at, ii. 56. 
//atiiecrefl abbey, i. 1I8. 
Helvetia, face of the country, i. 54. First inhabitants, 61. 

Desolated, 70. Kepeopled, 71. Under the empire, 84, 

101. Form of government, 65. V'ld. Sipisterland, 
Helvetii.i.m; 
Henry I. the FawJeT, founds cities^i. ISQ. 

— IV. Emperor, i. 102. 

v^ofLusembui^, Emperor, 1. 261. ConfirmB theprivi- 
, leges of the Swiss, 202. Dies, 267. 
Henzi's conspiracy at Berne, iii. 241. 
Hereditary Union with Austria, ii. 215. Renen^, 315. 
/fericouTt, taken by ibe confederates, ii. 222. 
Nerter {William) commands at Morat, % 238. And at 

Nancy, 24'. 
^erEi}gen6ucA(e«, battle of, iii . 7 1 ■ 
Helzel {Casper) Banneret of Berne, put tp death, it. 328. 
^eudoff (Pilgrim of) his conduct towards Shafiliansenj ii. 

007, 21 1 . 
Hierarchy, state of, ii. ?!. 
HiTztl, action of, ii. 176. ' 
Holy Vmfx,\. 102, 121. 

— league, ii. 315. 

Homy, senate at Zuric, ii. 264. 

fiugenats, name derival from the Eignpts, u, 378. ^ecdv- 
pd in SwisEcrland, iii. 82. 

^ 6 2 Jacoh 
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Jacob (St.) near Zuric, battle of, ii. 180, 

near Basle, bailie of, ii. 1 89. 

Idda, Countess of Hapsburg, founds tbt abbey of Muri, I,. 

i-12. 
Jetxer (itiiposiurfiof), ii. 36l. 

Jo/in of Ha^jhurg. See Haptburg. <. 

John XXllI. Pope, repairs to tbe.conDcil of Constance, ii, 

7S. Flies, 81 . Brought b^ck, gO. Deposed, 93. ' 
John Galeanc Sfona, Duke of Milan, ii. 2o7. Dies, 26g. - 
Jotantha, DuLCiiessi of Suvo}-, favours Charles of Burgundy, 

il.203. 
ItaUan bailiwicks, first invaded by the Swiss, ii. 29. Coii- 

te.t for, 302. Ceded by Frauds 1. 34$. Surrender to tbo- 

French, 380. 
Jalian (peace of St.), ii. 379- 



KoemgtfeldeH abbey, founded by Queen Agnes, 1. 257- 
KranAuTg (John, Baroa of) summons the Swiss to the ww 

ofLaupen, i. 335. 
Kyburg, CoLinls of, i. 105, 2S9. 
I (Eofrord) grants estates to Berne, i. 29O. Alliec 

with the Swiss, 291. Complains of Becne, 32?. 
■PI (Rudolph) attempts Soleiire, 3:i(ji. 

■ " (County) surrendered to Zuric, ii. 199. 



laudmberg (Berenger of) appointed bailiff, i, 238. Expelled, 

251. 
T— : (Caspar), Abbot of St. Gallen, allies with the 

S*iss, !i. 205. 
Lavata'i Philippic, iii. 383. 
Laupen (wartrf), i,324. 
Lausanne (bishoprick of,) i. 121. Traniferred toPributg, ii, 

402. 
Lautrec (Marshal de) commands in Lombard/, ii. 350. 
Leagues in Germany, i, 425. ii. 213. See Rhaiia, QHsont. 
Lentburg, Counts of, i. 104. 

ft'iricof) AdvocateofSchwitz,i. 176. 

Leo X. Pope, ii. 323. Occasions the Reformation, 36s. 

Dies, 380. 
Jjeopold, D.uke of Austria, avenges his father's death, i. 256. 

Co-operates with his brother Frederick, 261 , Enraged 

against the Swiss, -267. Invades them, 268. Defeated . 

iltMorgarten,272. Besieges Soleure, 303. Dies, 286. 
Leopold^ 
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Leopold, son of Uie above, wages w 
445. A peace, 463. Attempts tc 

—-'.— son of Duke AJbert of Auslria, obtains tbe Atgau, 
Kyburg, &c. i. 411. His policy, 42?. Attacks the Swiss, 
431 . Killed at Sempach, 441 . 

Lemisof Bavaria, King of the Germans, 1. 2d7> Confirms 
the liberties of (he Swiss, 284. Unfriendly to Berne, 327- 

— — XI. King of France, invades Swissgrlaud, ii. 18?. Ali- 
lies with tlie confederates, 200, 210,212. MaUes peace 
with Charles the Bold, 224. A treaty with the confede- 
rates, 259. 

XII. Kmg of France, claims Milan, ii. 273. Takes 

Milan, 297. Expelled, 3l6. Dies, 333. 

— — Sforza, the Moor, Duke of Milan, ii. 267, 269, 297. 
■ Taken and dies in France, 299, 

ieuenierger, heads the revolted peasants, iii. 63. Executedj 
72. 

iMcem, its origin, i. I60. Attacks Underwalden, 265. 
Admitted into the confederacy, 294. A conspiracy, 299, 
Acquires territories, ii. 17. Its peasants revolt, iii. 57. 
63. Constitution, I6I, Revolution, 333. 

M. 

Mace, ostracism of the, ii. 97. 

Mad societ}', ii. 255. 

Madrid, treaty of, iii. 35. 

Maitre {U), a demagogue at Geneva, iii. I98. Exectited, 
217- 

Mahheide, battle of, ii. 281. 

IHanmlukes at Geneva, ii. 377. 

Maneise (Roger) patron of learning, i. 312. Victorious at 
Tatwyl, 366. Burgomaster of 2uric, 397. 

JAartin V. Pope, ii. 94. 

Marg, daughter of Charles the Bold, marries Maximilian of 
Austria, li. 249. 

Maurice (St.) abbey, founded, i. 144. Assembly at, 83. 

Maximilian I. marries Mary of Burgundy, ii. 249. ^y^:- 
ceeds to the empire, 27O, Marches against the confe- 
derates, 286. 

Maximilian Sfona, ii. 316. Putin possession ofMuan, 
319, Taken, and dies in France, 347. 

M^nrad, founds Einsidlen, i. 347. 

Melchtkal (Arnold of,) i. 242. 

Mengaud, French agent in Swisserland, iii, 315, 322, 342. 

Mian. Vid. Sforza, Lewis. 

Milan, 
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Jffi^ti, capitulate of, ii. 204. 

wanof, ii. 395. Peace, 347. 

— conventions of, iii^ 38. 

Mode de Fme, a treaty between Sav<7and Geatra, iii. 2t. 

ttotfon, treaty of, iii. 44, 

Montfart {WilUam da) Abbot of St. Gallen, oppresied by 

King Budolph, nu. Flies to King Adolphus, %2a, 

Diea,232. 
JIforat, battle of, ii. 237. 
Morga biiUt, u 115. 
MvUuMten leceives privileges, \. 226. 

-— (war of,) iii. 10. "ftken by the French, 339. 

Mi^Uren, a founder of Beme, i. 158. 
jUuntfT (ThoMot) an anabaptiu teacher, ii. 382. 
Murbach abbey, sovereign of Locera, i. 1<^. 
Uuri abbey, i, 142. 



Jiabiob (J. U.) cQmmaods in the wqr of Tockenbuig, iu. 

101. 
KdfelM. battle of, i. 454- 
JVmcAatteJ, CoHots of, i. 118, 408, it. 28. Co-burghen of 

Beme, 270, Successicm of, iii. 91, 
-' '■ town of, enters into co>burehership with Beme, 

ii 28.' Seized hy the confederates, li. 317.' 
tiidau (Rudolph, Count of,) complains of B^rnej i. d2& 

Slain, 417. ' ■ - - 

JMfct, war with the, i. 428. 
Novorra, battle o[, ii. 325. 
Kuj; besieged by Charka the Bold, ii. ^Vi. 

O. 

Oberhtud, i 185. Its ni^iles restrained, 227. Distra^e^ 

by parties, 289. 
Oeht (Pefer) a dems^cwue at Basle, iii. 32Si 3Qi. 
Orbt taken by the confederates, ii. 223. 
Pttrogotht, in Helvetia, i. 72, 78. 



favia, baftle of, ti. 353. 

PmU, battle of St.ii. I07. 

Peasants, insurrection of the, iii. 54. 

Pepin, King of the Franks, i. 80. 

PetgTj Count of Savoy, i. 182, 191. Kes, 221. 
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INDEX. . 4M 

Phmp, Count of Savoy, wars with Rudolph 1. 1. 221 ■ 

Plague, anno 1349, >• 343- 

Planla family, ii. 35. ^ 

— {Omrad) ii, J23, John, Baron of Razuns, iii. 23, 

— . (Rudolph and Pompei/) iii. 27, 30, 33, 3$, 48. 

Prieat'i ordinance, i. 303. 



Ranuehwag (Baron of) his attempts on Lucem, i. 296, 2gg. 
Rappenmyl, Counts of, i. IJ9. 

town and castle demolished by Bran, i. 353. 

Acquired by Austria, 411. Besieged by Zuric, 468^ 
Surrenders to the Swiss, ii. 199- 
Rapinat, French commissary^ iii. 382, 305, 396. 
Raron (war of,) ii. 96. 

Reding {Ital.) of Bibereg, Landamman of Schwitz, ii. 134. 
- (Walier) advises the Swiss before the battle of Mi>r- 

garten, i. 2?2. ~ 

Reformation, ii. 35?. Its causes, 358. List of refOTmer», 
371. Dimensions in consequence, 337. Hostilities, 389. 
PaciAcation, 397. 
Regetlsberg, Baron of, disputes with Zaric, i. 209. 
Retii, Duke of Lorrain, his concerns in the war of Burgnn- 
-dy, ii. 204. Attacked by Charles the Bold, 225. At- 
tacks Charles, 245, l)efeats him at Nancy, 246. 
Reasi, river, its course, i. 60. 
Rhali,i.64. 
Rhatia, presidents of, i. 104. Its state, 403. Leagues, ii. 

32,114. Vid. Grumu. 
Rhine, its course, i. 60. 
Rhone, its course, i. 61. 
Richterswi/t, engagement at, iii, 377. 
Rinkenberg, feud of, i. 39s. 

Rohan (Dake of) commands in the Orisons, iii. 46. 
Roman emperors, (times of tlie), i. ^. 
Roteneck, Baronessof, her conjugal fidelity, ii. 286. 
RoHgeniont priory, i. 118. 
Rousseau {J. J.) censured by the magistrates of Geneva, iiL 

250. 
Rmai {Mark) Borgomaster of Zuric, commands at Marig- 

nan, 340, 342, 
Rudolph I. King of Barguudy, i. 83. 

~. II. ib&. 

III. ibid. 

■ " ■ — Count of Hapsburg, Advocate of Underwalden, i. 
177- lm|»etial commissaty over the tbxex forest cautoii'!, 
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453 INDEX. 

H«do/pA I, Kingofthe Romans, his infancy, i. 181. Yoath, 
lyo. Dawn of his prosperity, 201. Age of manhood, 
203. Advocate of Sdiwitz,206. Captain ofZiiric, 208, 
Disputes with St. Giillen, 210. And Basle, ibid. On 
the Imperial throne, 214. Character, 215. Conduct 
towards liie cities, 216. The nobles, 218. The clergy, 
219. Propo'es lo revive the kingdom of Burgundy, 220- 
"Wars with Saioy, :i2l. With Berne, *209. ' With the 
CAiunti of l^uv^uiHly, 222. His old age, *212, *214, 
DL-;i!h, *21-j. 

.■ ■ ' — fiisliop of Constance, allies against Albert of Aus- 
tria,!. *22'.i. 

r—' Palatine Archduke of Austria, acquires the Tyrol, 

i. 4U). 

ilu(ii.,meftii^£*at, i. 244. 



Sotii (dr) family, ii. 34. lii. 25, 31. 

Undolph, iii. 40, 41. 

SdHiion (Bcrmrdino) sells indulgencies in Swisserbnd, ii, 

3(J7. Eeralled, 371 . 
Sfrrgwis, yield; to Claris, i. 41S. 
Sar^ll. CounNs of, i. 1 16. War willi Rudolph, l 221. 
. Dukes of,' their conduct in the war of Burgundy, ji, 

203. 
Snx i George de Ober) rival of the Cardinal of Sion, ii. 30g. 

, — (uUc d'f Ihhen), ii. 323. 

Schaweiiibttrg, commands the French in Swisserland, iii. 350, 
Attacks and exterminates the Underwalders, 40a 
Marches against the Grisons, 410. 

Schwaderhch, battle of, ii. 283. 

tichwitz^ i. 172. First noticed, 174- Rudolph I. its advo- 
cate, 206. Contest with Einsidlen, 262, 2G4. War 
with Zuric, ii. 126, 144, 150, Coustitution, iii. 166. 

SerkiKsm abbey, i. 139. 

SezeinUrs, i. 227. 

Srmparh, battle of, i. 436. 

Scrrelm (Midiiie!) burnt at Geneva, ii. 412, 

JSfnrza (Gni, Mar.) Duke of Milan, aids Charles ofBurgun- 
dy, ii. 20i. Vid, Lewh the Moor, John Galeazzo, JWoii- 
vi':liin. 

Sli/'ffliausrn, iIf; origin, i. 154. Progress towards independ- 
ciice, ii, 33_. Leagues with the cantons, 20?. Ad- 
mitted into the confederacy, 299, Constitution, iii. l64. 
3 ShaumbuTg; 
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ShaumbuTg (Ulrk Count of,) i. 409. 

Shinner {Matthew). Vid. A'ion. 

ShosihaUe, action of, i. *211. 

Shy.bi, a leader of the rebellious peasants, iii. 70 Xsecut- 
ed 72. ■ 

RigwrnUTid, King of Burgundy, i. 78. 

1 King of tlie Gtrniaiis, visits Swisserland, ii. 77. 

Dies, 143. 

■ Duke of Austria, liis conduct in the war of Bar-^ 

gundy, ii. lt)4, 209. Hereditary union with the cantons, 
213. Dies, 270. 

Sion, Bishop of, i, 125. 

—^ (MohW SeAiiiner Cardinal of,) ii. 309. Persecute* 
Ober Sax, 318. Conduct at Marignan, 341. Excites 
fresh troubles; 34}). Dies, 3S0. 

Boleure, its origin, 1. iSG. Besieged by Duke Leopold, 303. 
Attempted by Rudoliib of Kyburg, 421. Acqviires terri- 
tories, ii. 20. Admi'ied into the confederacy, 258. Con. 
stitntion, iii. 162. Talicn by the French, 353. 

Solomon, Abbot of St. Gallen, i. 135. 

Speicher, battle at the, ii. 4Q. 

Spoon, fraternity of the, ii. 379. 

Stadion (adulter de) defeated by the Clamers, i. 362. 

Stanz, diet at, ii. 25?. Covenant of, 2.19. 'I'aken and burot, 
404. 

.Slaf itticai view of the confederacy, iii, 11.^. 

Stauffacher {Werner) honoiu-ed at Sehwitz, i, 238, Concerts 
with Furst and Melchlhal, 242, 

Steiguer (Avoyer) resigns bis office, iii. 359. Flies to Bre- 
genz, 364. 

Stockar's mission to England, iii. 74. 

Sioss, battle at tlie, ii. 55. 

Strasberg (Otho Count of) commands against the Swiss, i. 
270. Defeated, 277. Decays, 284. 

Stassi (Rudolph) Burgomas'er of Zuvic, ii. 133.- Slain, 184, 

Suabian war, ii. 251. Its origin, 271. PeacL-, Kj'i. 

Swiss, their origin, i. I68. First Conitituiion, lOg. Quar- 
rel with Ein.sidlen, 174. Assist tbeEmpeVor, 199. Com- 
pact wi til Albert of Austria, *22l. Receive a charter 
from King Adolphus, 22S. Receive a captious message 
from Albert, 235. Their charactei:,' 239, Oppressed, 
ibid. Expel the Austrian baihfts, 241. Attacked by 
Duke Leopold, 269. Defeat him at Morgan en, 2/2. 
Assist King Lewis, 283. March into Itily, 287, 301. ii. 
316. Stiled defendersofthechurch,317.- Their inde- 
pendence acknowledged, iii. 54. Their tn>opsi'nsulted ill 
fraqce, 287. Invaded by the French, 141. Collect 
Ibrces 
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forres against the Prencb invaiion, 346, 352, 357- At- 
tached, 392. Mutiny, 356. Successful at Laiq>en and 
Neweneck, 360. Worsted at FrauenbruDen, Urterep, 
Grdiihoitz, and near Beme, 36o. Assassinate thek ot- 
fleers, 358, 364. Disanned, 36?. 
SiLUicrtand, stale of, i. 304^ 424, iii. 283, 363, 407. 



ratie*. (Statistical) ui. 117. 

Talwyl, battle of, i.384. 

TfgetfeUl (Conrad de) conspires against King Albert, i. 253. 

TtU (H^Uiam), i. 246. Kills Gesler, 248. His death and 

dt-'scendants, 249. 
TiBtirini, i. 62. 

TheoiiorKk, King of the Ostrogoths, i. 72. 
Tkorberg, truce of, i. 385, 
T&un, granted to Berne, i. 2flO, 
TbitTgauj taken by the confederates, ii. I99, 293. 
Tockenburg, Counts of, i.,120. M\f wilh Zuric, ii. 38. 

Succession of, 129. New laws, 14:1. War of, iii. g3. 
TrKnumilie (Leurit de la) comDiands in Lombaidy, ii. )g8, 

324. At Dijon, 329. - 
Tfiwitci (MarsliiU), governor of Milan, ii. 297, 324. Leads 

3U army into Italy, 335. 
Truiu, a league formed at, ii. 1 17. 
Tschudi (Job»t) Landaniman of Claris, ii. 140. 
Tui^ies, massacre at the, ilt. 39O. 



Valai*, 1. 64. Its constitution, iii. 171. Si^enden to the 
French, 380. Vid. Baron, Sion. 

Valetigin (Gerard Coimt of) commands the nobles against 
Beme, i, 328. 

raJ<«Iine, first ceded to the Grisons.ii. 316. And by Fran- 
cis I. 349. War of, iii. 23. Massacre of, 31. Tom 
from tlie confederacy, 313. 

Vaud (Pa^» de) its state under Savoy, i. 40S. Taken by the 
confederates, ii. 243. Restored to Savoy, j6id. Seized 
by Beme and Friburg, 408. The pet^e disa%cted, iH. 
284,293,316. 

Pimdou^ aided, by the Swiss^ iii. 77, 86. 

felcaib {Jevi K op) jdns in Coucy's expedition, i. 415. 

Vergennes, h s letter to the cantons, iii. 261. 

I'esalia {John de) preaches at Worms, ii. 364, 

yUUmergen, baulc of, iii. 107. 
, Vndertoaiden, 



)\r^Goo<i\i: 



u. 

KwfcrtDoZifen, i, 172. Attacked by I^icern, 265. Marclie^ 
in favour of Hasli, 289. . Constitution, iii. 166. Assailed 
by the French, 3y7. The people exterminated, 402. 

Vn,i. 172. Constitution, iii. l65. 

W. 

IValdman (John) commands at Morat, ii, 238. Hia catas- 
trophe, 261. 

JPaldshut, besieged by the confederates, ii. 208, Peace of, 
' ibid. 

Wart {Rudnlpk Baron of) conspires against King Albert, 1. 
253. Broken on the whed, 255. Hia batxiness dies at 
Basic, 256. ^ 

tVatteDilk {Jamei) commands an expedition into Burgtmdy, 
ii. 328. 

■■■ Ik Landikut, pleads for the insurgents at Berne, 

iii. 245. 

Weggit, admitted into the confederacy', i. 3Q1. 

Weiss, (Colonel) bis conduct in the revolution, iii. 301, 335. 

fVeissenbuTg, Baron of, Prefect of Hasli, i. 284. Became* 
co^burgher of Berne, 294. 

fPeagt, AvoyerofSoleure, his spirited conduct, ii. Sgi. 

Werdenberg, Counts of, ii. 3?, 274. 

fferdmuUer commands agninst the rebellious peasants, iii. 70, 

Weaen, taken by Claris, i. 447. Conspiracy at, 450. 

Westphalia, treaty of, iii. 4Q. 

ffettlein '{J. R.) Burgomaster of Bisle, sent to the congress 
ofMunster, iii.S3. 

WXttB^n abbey^ i. 206. 

Wiccard, founds the abbey of St. Leodigard, i. 162. 

Windeck, claimed by Zuric, ii. 133. 

Win^h, Vindonissa, i. 66. 

Winkelried {A. S. de) his heroism, and death at Sempach, i. 
440. 

mnterthw, Rudolph's charter to, i. 218. Suprendered t« 
Zuric, ii. 199. 

iVolleb (Henry) bis brare conduct at Frastenz, ii. 279. 

Wolfetahies, takes the command of Rossbeig, i. 240. Kill- 
ed, 242. 

Wolfihalde, battle at the, ii. 5y. 

Wrangel, a Swedish general, iii. 51. 



ruerdim, febrodunum, i. 66. R«built, 115. 
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Zcnin^tn, Diike^ of. v 1 10- 

. ^ nertlivld I , i. 111. 

. II. i. ihut. 

ITT. i. 113, 

. IV. i. 114. Founds FriKirg, 159. 

V. ). 115. Founds Beine, 15?. 

^ (*NTOii, i. 113. 

Zrltner's remonstiance, iii. 388. 

Ziilp'n^tn, taken by Berne, it. 86. 

Zu^, re.:ei\ed in the confederacy, i. 369. A dispute be- 
tween the cily and the rural diatriets, ii. 24. Conslilo- 
tiun, iii. ICJ/. 

Zuric, i. 140. Its minster, ibid. Ladies' m 01 lasteiy, 141.* 
Its ri^e, 151. Declared imperial, 181. Stme of, I89. 
Alliance wilh SchwitK and Uri, 207. Kudolph I. its cap- 
tain, 114. Allies againsr Albert of Austria, *224. Ee^ 
reives privileges, 226. Besieged hy Albert, 231. First 
territory possessed by, 202. Estranged fnim the Swiw, 
267. Change in i!s constitution, 308. Admitted into 
the confederacy, 353. Besieged by Duke Albert, 372. 
Allies with Duke Albert, 383 Its state, 397. Acqiiires 
sundry territories, ii. 15. Constitutional act of, 14. 
Titkci Badcii, &c. 88. War of, I26. Pacification, 159. 
Joins Austria, H)5. War renewed, 171- Constitution, 
iii. ]0'J. Bevolution, 330, 307. 
Zaingliiis (Uhie), n. 3<J5. Preachers at Zuric, 369, 379. 
Marries, 381 . Dispwles Ji-ith Luther, 38(j. Killed, 396. 
His cliaracier, ibkl. 



ERRATA. 

Vol. 1. page 59, line 2 from the bi.nom.fir melora, 1 

1T1 h,.. liiieji, here, ruilhere, 

7, fir I Icrmeu, rrai Herman. 



Vol.Il. page 3S, note 14,/orI.a. 

Vol. Ill, page '^93, line I of the margm»l nole,fir 
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